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ROMANS  XV.  4. 

For  whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetime ,  were  writ - 
ten  for  our  learnings  that  we  through  patience  and  com - 
fort  of  the fcriptures  might  have  hope . 

V  ARIOUS  methods  have  been  employed,  at  differ¬ 
ent  periods,  and  by  different  perfons,  to  convey  ufeful 
knowledge  to  mankind.  The  knowledge  moft  ufe¬ 
ful  and  moft  important  to  man,  is  that  of  morals  and 
religion.  Thefe  fciences  not  only  afford  the  moft 
pleafant  and  elevating  fubje&s  of  meditation,  but  evi¬ 
dently  poffefs  a  very  powerful  influence  over  human 
happinefs,  both  in  the  life  which  now  is,  and  in  that 
which  is  to  come. 

The  principles  of  morality  and  religion  have,  by 
fome,  been  delivered  in  fhort,  plain,  and  fignificant 
fentences  ;  and  have  been  left  to  produce  their  effect, 
by  their  own  weight  and  evidence.  Public  teachers 
have,  at  other  times,  taken  pains  to  explain  and  en* 
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force  thefe  principles ;  have  demonflrated  their  rea- 
fonablenefs  and  utility  ;  and  have  exhibited  the  crim¬ 
inality,  the  danger,  and  the  mifery,  of  neglefting  or 
tranfgrefilng  them.  The  charms  and  graces  of  poe¬ 
try  have  been  employed  to  fet  off  the  native,  modeft 
beauties  of  truth  and  virtue,  and  allegory  has  fpread 
her  veil  over  them,  in  order  to  ftimulate  our  ardour 
in  the  purfuit,  and  to  heighten  our  pleafure  in  the 
difcovery.  The  penetration  of  genius,  the  enchant¬ 
ment  of  eloquence,  and  the  creative  energy  of  fancy, 
have  fucceffively  lent  their  aid  to  thofe  gentle  guides' 
of  human  life,  thofe*  coridefcending  minifters  to  hu¬ 
man  comfort. 

The  hiftoric  page,  that  faithful  and  true  witnefs, 
has  been  unfolded.  Ages  and  generations  elapfed 
and  gone,  have  been  made  to  pafs  in  review  ;  and  the 
leflons  of  religion  and  virtue  have  been  forcibly  in¬ 
culcated,  by  a  fair  and  impartial  difclofure  of  the  ef¬ 
fects,  which  the  obfervanee  or  negleft  of  them  have 
produced  on  the  affairs  of  men.  And  the  pencil  of 
hiftory  has  enriched  the  canvafs,  not  only  with  men  in 
groups,  but  feledting  diftinguifhed  individuals,  delin¬ 
eating  them  in  their  juft  proportions,  and  enlivening 
them  with  the  colours  of  nature,  has  exhibited  a  col¬ 
lection  of  ftriking  portraits,  for  our  entertainment 
and  inftructiom  In  contemplating  thefe  we  feem  to 
expatiate  in  a  vai$  gallery  of  family  pictures,  and  take 
delight  in  obferving  and  comparing  the  various  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  extenfive  kindred,  as  they  referable  or 
differ  from  each  other  ;  and  through  the  phyfiognomy 
piercing  into  the  heart,  v/q  find  them,  though  dead, 
yet  lpeaking  and  pleafmg  companions. 

The  holy  fcriptures  poflefs  an  acknowledged  lupe- 
riority  over  all  other  writings,  in  all  the  different 
kinds  of  literary  compofition  ;  and  in  none  more, 
than  in  that  fpecies  of  hiflorical  compofition,  which  is 
called  Biography,  or  a  delineation*  of  the  fortunes, 
character  and  conduft  of  particular  perfons :  and  that, 
vVhether  the  hiftorians  be  themfelves  the  men  whom 
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tfiey  defcribe  and  record  ;  or  whether,  from  proper 
fources  of  information,  they  record  the  lives  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  others. .  ..  ..  ,  "  . 

Thefe  Lectures;  undertaken  at  your  requelt,  and 
humbly  fubmitted  to  your  candid  and  patient  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and;  permit  me  to  add,  intended  for  your  relig¬ 
ious  inltriiaion  and  improvement,  will,  through  the 
tielp  6f  God;  ptefent  you  with  a  courfe  of  Sacred 
Biography,  that  is,  the  more  particular  and  detach¬ 
ed  hiftory  of  the  lives  of  thofe  eminent  ahd  diftih- 
guilhed  perfonages,  whom  Providence  raifed  up,  and 
whom  the  Holy  Spirit  has  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth 
reprefented,  either  as  patterns  for  us  to  imitate,  or  as 
objects  of  difeltefem  and  averfion.  We  lhall  endeav¬ 
our  to  compare  together  thofe  which  poflefs  more  ob¬ 
vious  and  linking  marks  of  refemblance  or  of  dilfimil- 
itude  ;  and  they  lhall  be  brought,  one  aftef  another, 
into  comparifon  with  that  pure  and  perfect  example 
of  all  excellence,  which  was  exhibited  by  Him,  who  is 
«  holy,  harrhlefs,  undefiled,  and  feparate  from  fin- 
ticrs*^ 

Happy  will  your  Lecturer  elieem  himfelf,  if  He 
lhall  in  any  meafure  attain,  what  he  ardently  defires, 
the  power  of  blending  profit  with  delight,  for  your 
Ufe  ;  the  power  with  which  the  lively  oracles  of  God 
furnilh  him,  that  of  rendering  the  errors  and  the 
vices,  as  well  as  the  wifdorn  and  the  virtue  of  others. 


beneficial  unto  you. 

In  order  to  jullify  the  defign,  for  we  prefume  not 
to  anfwer  for  the  execution,  we  lhall  endeavour  to 
Ihew  the  propriety  and  ufefulnefs  of  this  mode  of  in- 
ftru&ion  in  general,  and  the  peculiar  advantages 
which  the  facred  writers  enjoy,  in  thus  communicat¬ 
ing  ufeful  knowledge  ;  and  which  we  of  courfe  pof- 
fels,  in  the  diligent  and  attentive  perufal  of  their 
writings ;  and  this  lhall  ferve  as  an  Introductory  Lec¬ 
ture  to  the  Courfe. 

We  begin  with  attempting  to  lh<pv  the  propriety 
and  ufefulnefs  of  conveying  initruchon,  by  means  of 
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hiltory!  mdlVldUa  S’  aS  °PPofed  t0  the  objed  of  general 

Now  the  profefied  purpofe  of  all  hiftory  is,  without 
fear  or  favour,  without  partiality  or  prejudice  to 
reprefent  men  and  things  as  they  ready  are-that 
goodnefs  may  receive  its  juft  tribute  of  praife,  and 
vice  meet  its  deferved  cenfure  and  condemnation.  It 
is  _  evident,  that  this  end  is  mod  eafily  and  mod  cer¬ 
tainly  attained,  when  our  attention  is  confined  to  one 
particular  objeft,  or  to  a  few  at  mod.  This  may  be 
judged  of  by  the  feelings  and  operations  of  the  mind 
m  the  contemplation  of  other  objects. 

When,  from  the  fummit  of  fome  lofty  mountain, 
we  furvey  the  wide  extended  landfcape  ;  though 
highly  delighted,  we  feel  ourfelves  bewildered,  and 
overwhelmed,  by  the  profufion  and  variety  of  beauties 
which  nature  fpreads  around  us.  But  when  we  en- 
ter  into'  the  detail  of  nature  ;  when  we  attend  the 
footfteps  of  a  friend  through  fome  favoured,  beauti¬ 
ful  fpot,  which  the  eye  and  the  mind  can  take  in  at 
once ;  feeling  ourfelves  at  eafe,  with  undivided,  un- 
ddtracted  attention  we  comtemplate  the  whole  ;  we 
examine  and  arrange  the  parts ;  the  imagination  is 
indeed  lefs  expanded,  but  the  heart  is  more  gratified  : 
our  pleafure  is  lefs  violent  and  tumultuous,  but  it  is 
more  intenfe,  more  complete,  and  continues  much 
longer  ;  what  is  loft  in  refpeft  of  fublimity,  is  gained 
m  perfpicuity,  force,  and  duration. 

Take  another  inftance  The  ftarry  heavens  pre- 
fent  a  profpect  equally  agreeable  to  every  eye.  Tfie 
delights  of  a  calm,  ferene  evening,  are  as  much  relifh- 
ed  by  the  fimple  and  unlettered,  as  by  the  philofopher. 
But  who  will  compare  the  vague  admiration  of  the 
child  or  the  clown  with  the  fcientific  joy  of  the  aftron- 
omer,  who  can  reduce  into  order,  what  to  the  untu¬ 
tored  eye  is  involved  in  confufion  ;  who  can  trace  the 
path  of  each  little  ftar  j  and,  from  their  paft  appear¬ 
ances,  can  calculate,  to  an  inftant  of  time,  their  future 
©ppofitions  and  conjunctions  ?  Once 
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Once  more : — —It  is  highly  gratifying  to  find  our- 
felves  in  the  midft  of  a  public  affembly  of  agreeable 
people  of  both  fexes,  and  to  partake  of  the  general 
cheerfulnefs  and  benevolence.  But  what  are  the 
cheerfulnefs  and  benevolence  of  a  public  affembly, 
compared  to  the  endearments  of  friendfhip,  and  the 
meltings  of  love  ?  To  enjoy  thefe,  we  muft  retire 
from  the  croud,  and  have  recourfe  to  the  individual. 
In  like  manner,  whatever  fatisfadion  and  improve¬ 
ment  may  be  derived  from  general  hiflories  of  man¬ 
kind,  which  we  would  not  be  thought  by  any  means 
to  depreciate ;  yet  the  hiftory  of  particular  perfons,  if 
executed  with  fidelity  and  fkill,  while  it  exercifes  the 
judgment  lefs  feverely,  fo  it  fixes  down  the  attention 
more  clofely,  and  makes  its  way  more  diredly  and 
more  forcibly  to  the  heart. 

To  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  this  kind  of  writ¬ 
ing,  much  need  not  be  laid,  to  evince  the  fuperior 
excellency  of  the  facred  penmen.  Biographers 
merely  human  neceffarily  lie  under  many  difadvan- 
tages,  and  are  liable  to  many  miftakes.  The  lapfe  of 
time  is  inceffantly  thickening  the  veil  which  is  fpread 
over  remote  perfons  and  events.  The  materials  of 
hiftory  lie  buried,  confounded,  difperfed,  among  the 
ruins  of  antiquity ;  and  cannot  be  eafily  diftinguifh- 
ed  and  feparated,  even  by  the  eye  of  difcernment, 
and  the  hand  of  honefty,  from  the  rubbilh  of  fidion. 
And  as  they  are  not  always  furnifhed  by  truth  and  na¬ 
ture,  fo  neither  are  they  always  feleded  with  judg¬ 
ment,  nor  employed  with  tafte  and  difcretion. 

Men,  who  only  fee  the  outfide,  muft  of  neceflity  in¬ 
fer  the  principles  of  human  adions  from  the  adions 
themfelves.  And  yet  no  rule  of  judgment  is  more 
erroneous  :  for  experience  affures  us,  that  many,  per¬ 
haps  the  greater  part  of  our  adions,  are  not  the  refult 
of  defign,  and  are  not  founded  on  principle,  but  are 
produced  by  the  concourfe  of  incidents  which  we 
could  not  forefee,  and  proceed  from  paflions  kindled 
at  the  moment. 
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Befide$,  every  man  fits  down  to  write,  whether  of 
ages  part,  or  of  the  prelent,  of  characters  near  or  re¬ 
mote,  with  a  bias  upon  his  mind  ;  and  this  he  natur¬ 
ally  endeavours  to  communicate  to  his  reader.  All 
men  have  their  favourite  periods,  caufes,  characters; 
which,  of  courfe,  they  ftrive,  at  any  rate,  to  embellifli, 
to  fupport,  to  recommend.  They  are  equally  fubjeCt 
to  antipathies  on  the  other  hand,  under  the  influence 
of  which,  they  as  naturally  drive  to  deprefs,  to  expofe, 
and  to  cenfure,  what  they  dillike.  And  as  men  write 
and  fpeak,  fp  they  read  and  hear,  under  the  influence 
of  prejudice  and  paflion.  Where  the  hiftorian’s 
opinions  coincide  with  our  own,  we  cheerfully  allo\y 
him  to  be  in  the  right ;  when  they  differ,  without 
hefitation  we  pronounce  him  to  be  miftaken. 

Moll  of  the  writers  of  profane  ancient  hiftory  are 
chargeable  with  an  abfurdity,  which  greatly  difcredits 
the  faCts  they  relate,  and  reduces  their  works  almoft 
to  the  level  of  fable.  They  attempt  too  much  ;  they 
mull  needs  account  for  every  thing  ;  they  conjecture 
when  light  fails  them  ;  and  becaufe  it  is  probable  of 
certain  that  eminent  men  employed  eloquence  on  im¬ 
portant  public  occafions,  their  hiltorians  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  many  centuries,  without  record,  or  writteq 
document  of  any  kind  whatever,  have,  from  the  ample 
flore  of  a  fertile  imagination,  furnifhed  pollerity  with 
the  elaborate  harangues  of  generals,  ftatefmen,  and 
kings.  Thefe,  it  is  acknowledged,  are  among  the 
moft  ingenious,  beautiful,  and  interefting  of  the  traces 
of  antiquity  which  they  have  tranfmitted  to  us :  what 
man  of  tafte  could  bear  to  think  of  (tripping  thefe  el¬ 
egant  performances  of  one  of  their  chief  excellencies  ? 
But  truth  is  always  injured,  by  every  the  flighted:  con¬ 
nexion  with  fable.  The  moment  1  begin  to  read  one 
of  the  animated  fpeeches  of  a  hero  qr  a  fenator,  which 
were  never  compofed,  delivered,  or  written,  till  the 
fiiftorian  arofe,  I  feel  myfelf  irdtantiy  tranfported  from 
the  real  theatre  of  human  life,  into  a  fairy  region :  I 
nm  agreeably  amufed,  nay,  delighted ;  but  the  facred 
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Jmprefs  of  truth  is  rendered  fainter  and  feebler  to  my 
mind  ;  and  when  I  lay  down  the  book,  it  is  not  the 
£re  and  addrefs  of  the  fpeaker,  but  the  (kill  and  in¬ 
genuity  of  the  writer  that  I  admire.  Modern  hiftory, 
more  correft  and  faithful  than  ancient,  has  fallen, 
however,  into  an  abfurdity  not  much  lefs  cenfurable. 

I  mean  that  fanciful  delineation  of  character,  with 
which  the  account  of  certain  periods,  and  the  lives  of 
diflinguifhed  perfonages,  commonly  conclude ;  in 
which  we  often  find  a  bold  hypothecs  hazarded  for 
the  fake  of  a  point ;  and  a  ftrong  feature  added  to, 
or  taken  away  from  a  character,  merely  to  help  the 

author  to  round  his  period. 

Finally,  a  great  part  of  profane  hiftory  is  altogether 
tininterefting  to  the  bulk  of  mankind.  The  events 
recorded  are  removed  to  a  vaft  diftance,  and  have 
entirely  fpent  their  force.  The  aftors  exhibited  are 
either  too  lofty  to  admit  of  our  approach,  with  any 
mtereft  or  fatisfaftion  to  ourfelves  ;  too  brutal  to  be 
confidered  without  difguft,  or  too  low  to  be  worthy 
of  our  regard.  The  very  fcenes  of  aftion  are  become 
inacceffible  or  unknown ;  are  altered,  obliterated,  or 
disregarded,  "Where  Alexander  conquered,  and  how 
fGsefar  fell,  are  to  us  mere  nothings. 

But  on  opening  the  facred  volume,  all  thefe  ob- 
itru&ions  in  the  way  of  knowledge,  of  truth,  of  pleaf- 
lire,  and  of  improvement,  inftantly  difappear.  Length 
of  duration  can  oppofe  no  cloud  to  that  intelligence, 
with  which  “  a  thoufand  years  are  as  one  day,  and 
<pne  day  as  a  thoufand  years.”  The  human  heart  is 
there  unfolded  to  our  view,  by  Him,  “  who  knowrs 
what  is  in  man,”  and  “  whofe  eyes  are  in  every  place, 
beholding  the  evil  and  the  good.”  ihe  men  and  the 
events  therein  reprefented  are  univerfally  and  perpetu¬ 
ally  interefting,  for  they  are  blended  with  cc  the  things 
which  accompany  falvation,”  and  affetft  our  ever  lad¬ 
ing  peace.  There,  the  writers,  whether  they  fpeak 
of  themfelves  or  of  other  men,  are  continually  undei 
the  direction  of  the  Spirit  of  all  truth  and  wiMonn 


24 


Introductory  Lecture.  Lect.  I, 


Sf°Jlf!l!raSe._me?’  t,hou«h  fu9ea  »  lik=  pafiions 


i  .  /  1  _  _  auu  15  piumaDie  ror 

doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  inftruCtion  in 
righteoufnefs  ;  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect, 
thoroughly  furnilhed  unto  all  good  works.”  f 

Having  premifed  thefe  things,  we  will  proceed  next 
Lord  s  day,  if  God  permit,  to  the  execution  of  our 
plan  ;  and  fhall  begin,  as  the  order  both  of  nature 
and  of  fcripture  preferibe,  with  the  hiftory  of  Adam 
the  venerable  father  and  founder  of  the  human  race. 

Men,  Brethren,  and  Fathers,  we  are  about  to 
itudy  the  lives  of  other  men ;  but  it  concerns  us 
much  more  to  look  well  to  our  own.  Our  forefathers 
were  ;  we  are.  The  curtain  has  dropped,  and  has  hid 
ages  and  generations  pad  from  our  eyes.  Our  little 
feene  is  going  on  j  and  mull  likewife  fpeedily  clofe. 
We  are  not  indeed,  perhaps,  furnilhing  materials  for 
hiftory.  When  we  die,  obfeurity  will  probably  fpread 
the  veil  of  oblivion  over  us.  But  let  it  be  ever  re¬ 
membered  by  all,  that  every  man’s  life  is  of  import¬ 
ance  to  himfelf,  to  his  family,  to  his  friends,  to  his 
country,  and  in  the  fight  of  God.  They  are  by  no 
means  the  beft  men,  who  have  made  moft  noife  in  the 
world;  neither  are  thofe  aftions  moft  deferving  of 
praife,  which  have  obtained  the  greateft  lhare  of  fame. 
Scenes  of  violence  and  blood  ;  the  workings  of  ambi¬ 
tion,  pride  and  revenge,  compofe  the  annals  of  men. 
But  piety  and  purity,  temperance  and  humility,  which 
are  little  noticed  and  foon  forgotten  of  the  world,  are 
held  in  everlafting  remembrance  before  God.  And 
happy  had  it  been  for  many  of  thofe,  whofe  names 
and  deeds  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  with  renown, 
if  they  had  never  been  born. 

One  corruption  fubdued  is  a  victory  infinitely  more 
defirable,  and  more  truly  honourable,  than  a  triumph 
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gained  amidft  the  confufed  noife  of  ten  thoufand  war- 
riors,  and  as  many  garments  rolled  in  blood ;  for 
“  he  that  is  flow  to  anger  is  better  than  the  mighty  : 
and  he  that  ruleth  his  fpirit  than  he  that  taketh  a 
city.”*  Remember,  my  friends,  that  to  be  a  child  of 
God  is  far  more  honourable  than  to  be  defcended 
from  kings  \  and  that  a  chriftian  is  a  much  higher 
chara&er  than  a  hero.  And  let  this  confideratian 
influence  all  that  you  undertake,  all  that  you  do. 
Aft  as  if  the  eyes  of  Cato  were  always  upon  you,  was 
the  precept  given,  and  the  motive  urged,  to  the  Ro- 
man  youth,  in  order  to  excel  in  virtue.  Ihe  eyes  of 
God  are  in  truth  continually  upon  you.  Live  then 
as  in  his  fight ;  and  knowing  that  every  aftion  as  it 
is  performed,  every  word  as  it  is  fpoken,  and  every 
thought  as  it  arifes,  is  recorded  in  the  book  of  God’s 
remembrance,  and  mud  come  into  judgment,  “  keep 
thy  heart  with  all  diligence,”  fet  a  watch  on  the  door 
of  thy  lips,  cc  and  whether  you  eat  or  drink,  or  what- 

foever  you  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God. 

We  are  about  to  review  ages  paft,  and  to  converfe 
with  men  long  fince  dead.  And  the  period  is  fall 
approaching,  when  time  itfelf  fhall  be  fwallowed  up  ; 
when  Adam  and  his  youngeft  fon  fhall  be  contempora¬ 
ries  5  when  the  myftery  of  providence  fhall  be  cleared 
up,  the  myftery  of  grace  finifhed,  and  the  ways  of 
God  fully  vindicated  to  men.  In  the  humble  and 
folemn  expectation  of  that  great  event,  knowing  and 
believing  the  fcriptures,  and  the  power  of  God,  let  us 
ftudy  to  live  a  life  of  faith  and  holinefs  upon  the  Son 
of  God  ;  “  redeeming  the  time,  becaufe  the  days  are 
evil,”  and  “  working  out  our  own  falvation  with  fear 
and’ trembling.”  And  may  the  God  of  our  fathers  be 
our  God  and  the  God  of  our  offspring,  and  conduft 
us  through  the  dangerous  and  difficult  paths  of  hu¬ 
man  life,  and  through  the  valley  of  the.  ftiadow  of 
death,  to  his  own  “  prefence,  where  there  is  fulnefs  of 
joy,  and  to  his  right  hand,  wffiere  there  are  pleaiures 

for  evermore.”  Amen. 
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Jni  all  tit  day.  that  Adam  lived  ever,  nine  hmdrfd 
‘  and  thirty  years ,  and  he  died. 

lv  tr.  trace  the  origin  of  particular  nations ;  if  to 
i.1*  to  trace  11  °c‘‘  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 

mark,  and  to  account  for,  the  rile  “  P  E 

jempife,  the  reyolutton,  of  toeMhe^tco  )  £ 

worlds,  be  an  intereitmg^  pleal^,  “ 
pf  the  human  mind ;  how  ampfing,  m 
inftrnfti've  niuft  it  be,  to  trace  human  nature  at 
fn  o  i tsT  fource  !  Placed  beneath  the  throne  of  God, 
it^is  nleafmg  to  obferve  how  the  heavens  an  t  e 

parth  took  ,fe, 

propenli.y,  in  individuals,  p>  ^  fe 

pf  tU  tail*,  i  “tS„a.o"?V  h  po(»  to 

curlofity  *or  totSfs  entertainment,  when  the  hiftory 
of  the  venerable  Father  of  all  Men  is  presented  to  out 
attention— that  of  Adam,  to  whom  We  feel  ourfelves 
SS  allied  by  conditiin  and  by  blood  however 
unconneaed  we  may  feem  to  be  with  moil  of  the  col- 
lateral  branches  of  the  family  ;  of  whofe  nature  we  an 
nartakb-  by  wh'ofe  condua  we  are  all  aftefted,  and 
Fn  the  confequenefs  of  whofe  aflions  we  are  all  to  n. 

^“purfumg  this  important  inquiry,  we  have  Gos 

himfdf  for  4  6“W'.  “d  «  PlunE'e  ,hreei 
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dcuTs°MT  r,Tw2  ant;'3ui‘y>  lighted  by  that  gra. 
aad  with  whom  the  Xe 

pomt,  an  unchanging  now.  ime  1S  a  finSle 

G°d  having  framed  and  fitted  up  this  vnfh  few 

Of  the  whole  hoft  of  heaven  at  T^t  1 fT”? 
folemmty  and  majefly  of  Deity,  as  wfth’tlTe'mawtyy 

-  tSfW  dd  rf  p^- 

firft  ofmtm  Wl  f  and  Pr°duces  Adam,  the 

fheoceaim  J  ‘?e.  «■*  is  «>  be  falhioned  and 
the  ocean  to  be  poured  into  its  appointed  bed  •  when 

ed£ UDmr  ndnf  IS  t0Abe  Tanded’  and  funs  to  be  light, 
d  up,  God  fays,.  Let  them  he,  and  they  are  creafed 

fcem£oen  ?AN  rSi  t0  bC  made’  the  creating  Power 
eems  to  make  a  folemn  paufe,  retires  within  himfelf 

Iooks  for  a  model  by  which  to  frame  this  exquifite 

piece  of  workmanfhip,  and  finds  it  in  himfelf.  “  And 

_G°d  fiua,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image  after  our 

hkene.s ;  and  let  them  have  dominion  over  the  fifh 

of  the  fea  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  the 

cattm  and  over  all  the  earth,  and  over  every  creeping 

-inS  th^.  creepeth  upon  the  earth.  So  God  created 
man  m  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God  created 
he  him,  male  and  female  created  he  them.”*  *  d 

an JhfUS  ^en  was  brought  into  exilfence,  the  father 
and  founder  of  the  human  race.  And  6,  how  fair 
mull  that  form  have  been,  which  the  fingers  of  God 
framed,  without  the  intervention  of  a  fecond  caufe  ! 

J.  capactous  that  foul  which  the  breath  of  God  im- 
mediate.y  infpired .  But  glorious  and  perfedt  as  he  is 
Adam,  upon  his  very  firif  refledtion,  feels  himfelf  a 
dependent  and  a  limited  being.  No  fooner  has  his 

'*  t 
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eye  afcended  to  God  who  made  him,  than  it  returns 
to  the  earth  from  whence  he  was  taken  ;  and  the  very 
fjrft  excurfion  of  reafon  informs  him  that  he  is  at  the 
difpofal  of  another,  and  retrained  by  a  law.  He  re¬ 
ceives  a  whole  globe,  over  which  he  is  permitted  an 
unlimited  fovereignty  ;  but  one  tree  is  referved,  as  a 
token  of  his  lubje&ion.  Every  plant  in  paradife  of¬ 
fers  itfelf  to  gratify  his  fenfe,  every  animal  does  hom¬ 
age  at  his  feet  ;•  but  the  fight  of  one  kind  of  fruit  in 
the  midfl  of  the  garden  continually  reminds  him,  that 
he  himfelf  is  dependent  upon,  and  accountable  to 
God  •,  and  while  fix  parts  of  time  are  allowed  for  his 
own  employments  and  delights,  the  feventh  is  fet 
apart,  facred  to  his  Maker. 

Behold  him  then  taking  pofieffion  of  his  fair  In¬ 
heritance,  of  his  vail  empire,  in  alj  the  majefty  of 
Unclouded  reafon,  all  the  beauty  of  perfect  innocence  ; 
poffelfed  of  every  bodily,  of  every  mental  endowment- 
His  numerous  valfals  of  the  brute  creation  prefent 
themfelves  before  him  :  at  one  glance  he  difcovers 
their  nature  and  qualities,  and  gives  them  fuitable 
names.  But,  while  he  is  inverted  in  the  property  of  a 
world,  he  receives  it  as  a  charge  for  which  he  is  to  be 
refponrtble  :  “  The  Lord  God  took  the  man,  and  put 
him  into  the  garden  of  Eden,  to  keep  it and  he,  for 
-whom  God  and  nature  had  produced  all  things  in  a 
luxuriant  abundance,  has  neverthelefs  employment  af- 
figned  him ;  he  is  placed  in  the  garden  to  drefs  ir. 
And  can  any  of  his  degenerate  fons  then  dream  of 
independent  property ;  or  reckon  want  of  employ¬ 
ment  to  be  an  houourable  diftin&ion  ? 

Behold  him  accepting  his  charge  with  fubmiflion. 
and  gratitude  ;  entering  on  his  employment  with  alac¬ 
rity  and  joy ;  furveying  his  ample  portion  with  com¬ 
placency  and  delight.  The  profecution  of  his  pleaf- 
ant  talk  unfolds  to  him  ftill  new  wonders  of  divine 
power  and  fkill.  The  flower,  and  the  fhrub,  and  the 
tree,  difclofe  their  virtues,  ufes,  and  ends,  to  his  ob- 
ferving  eye.  Every  beaft  of  the  field  fpontaneoully 
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mimfters  to  his  pleafure  or  his  advantage  j  all  the 
hoft  of  heaven*  {lands  revealed  to  his  capacious  foul ; 
and  God  himfelf,  the  great  Lord  of  all,  delights  in 
him*  and  converfes  with  him  as  a  father  and  a  friend* 
But  yet  he  is  alone ;  and  therefore,  even  in  para- 
dife,  but  half  blefled.  The  exulting  heart  of  man 
pants  for  communication  of  fatisfa&ion,  and  the  rich 
profufion  of  Eden  is  but  half  relifhed  and  enjoyed,  be- 
eaufe  there  is  no  partaker  with  him.  Being  corporeal 
and  earthly,  he  is  unfit  for  the  fociety  of  pure  fpirits  ; 
being  rational  and  divine,  he  is  above  the  fociety  of 
the  moft  fagacious  of  the  ftibjeffc  tribes.  u  For  Ad¬ 
am,”  in  the  wide  extended  creation*  cc  there  was  not 
found  an  help  meet  for  him.”  But  no  fooner  is  the 
Want  felt,  than  it  is  fupplied.  God,  who  does  noth¬ 
ing  imperfe&ly,  at  length  makes  the  happinefs  of  para- 
dife  complete,  and  fills  up  the  meafure  of  AdanTs  joy- 
And  the  Lord  caufed  a  deep  fleep  to  fall  upon  Ad¬ 
am,  and  he  flept :  and  he  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and 
doled  up  the  flefh  inflead  thereof.  And  the  rib 
which  the  Lord  had  taken  from  man,  made  he  a  wom¬ 
an,  and  brought;  her  unto  the  man.”* 

What  an  important  era  in  the  life  of  Adam !  What 
a  new  difplay  of  the  Creator's  power,  and  fkill,  and 
goodnefsd  How  mufl  the  fpirit  of  devotion  be  height¬ 
ened,  now  that  man  could  join  in  foetal  worfliip  ! 
What  additional  fatisfa&ion  in  contemplating  the 
frame,  order,  and  courfe  of  nature,  now  that  he  pof- 
fefled  the  moft  exalted  of  human  joys,  that  of  convey¬ 
ing  knowledge  to  a  beloved  object  !  Now  that  he  can 
inftruct  Eve  in  the  wonders  of  creation,  and  unfold 
to  her  their  Maker's  nature,  perfe&ions,  and  will  I 
What  a  new  flavour  have  the  fruits  which  grow 
in  the  garden  of  God  acquired,  now  that  they  are 
gathered  by  the  hand  of  conjugal  affeftion,  and  rec¬ 
ommended  to  the  tafte  by  the  fmile  of  Complacency 
and  love  ! — Ah  !  why  were  not  joys  like  thefe  perma¬ 
nent  as  they  were  pure  ?  Was  blifs  like  this  bellow¬ 
ed 
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ed  but  to  be  blafled  ?  And  muft  Adames  chief  felicity 
ilfue  in  his  ruin  ? 

We  are  reluftantly  brought  forward  to  that  awful 
revolution,  which  at  length  took  place  in  Adam’s  con¬ 
dition  and  charafter.  Of  the  duration  of  his  inno¬ 
cence  and  happinefs  we  have  no  account.  His  hiftory 
now  becomes  blended  with  that  of  the  wicked  and 
malignant  fpirit,  who  had  “  left  his  firfl  eftate”  of . 
holinefs  and  felicity :  and  who,  having  artfully  redu¬ 
ced  our  firfl:  parents  from  their  innocence,  expofed 
item  to  the  wrath  of  God*  procured  their  expulfion 
from  paradife,  rendered  them  a  pfey  to  fear,  fhame, 
and  remorfe,  and  fubjefted  them  to  pain,  difeafe  and 
death. 

The  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  according  to  the 
Scripture  account  of  it,  were  thefe.  The  devil  ob¬ 
served  the  ferpent  to  be  an  animal  of  peculiar  fagacity 
and  penetration,  and  fixes  on  him  as  a  fit  inftrument 
of  feduaion.  Fearing  a  repulfe  from  the  fuperior 
firmnefs  and  difcernment  of  the  man,  he  watches  for, 
and  finds  the  unhappy  moment,  when  the  woman, 
being  Separated  from  her  hufband,  oppofed  to  his  wiles 
inferior  powers  of  reafon  and  intelligence,  with  great¬ 
er  foftnefs  and  pliancy.  He  addrefles  himfelf  to  a 
principle  in  her  nature,  the  immoderate  indulgence 
of  which  has  proved  fatal  to  fo  many  thoufands  of 
her  daughters,  curiofity  ;  curiofity,  the  inveftigator  of 
truth,  the  mother  of  invention  \  curiofity,  the  prompt¬ 
er  to  rafhnefs,  the  parent  of  danger,  the  guide  to 
ruin.  Having  firfl  gained  her  attention,  he  excites 
her  to  doubt  and  to  reafon  in  the  face  of  a  pofitive 
command ;  roufes  in  her  a  fpirit  of  pride  and  ambi¬ 
tion  ;  and  at  length  perfuades  her  to  make  the  fatal 
experiment.  She  eats  of  the  prohibited  tree,  and,  by 
tranfgreflion,  acquires  the  knowledge  of  evil7  whereas 
fhe  had  hitherto  known  only  good . 

By  what  arguments  Adam  was  prevailed  upon  to 
become  a  partner  of  her  guilt,  we  are  not  informed* 
From  the  apology  he  made  for  his  conduct,  it  is  to  be 
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inferred  that  female  infinuation  and  addrefs  milled 
him  from  the  law  of  his  God.  And  thus  were  both 
ruined  by  the  operation  of  principles  in  themfelves 
good  and  ufeful ;  but  carried  to  excefs,  unchecked 
by  reafon,  unawed  by  religion.  Eve  perifhed  by  a 
curious  and  ambitious  defire  after  a  condition,  for 
which  God  and  nature  had  not  defigned  her,  a  de¬ 
fire  to  be  cc  as  God,  to  know  good  and  evil  Adam 
fell  by  complaifance  to  his  wife,  carried  to  unmanly 
weaknefs  and  compliance,  yielding  to  his  fubjeCt,  bid¬ 
ding  defiance  to  his  fovereigm 

And  what  words  can  exprefs,  what  heart  can  con¬ 
ceive  the  bitter  change !  All  his  pofterity  have  expe¬ 
rienced  the  melancholy  tranfition  from  health  to  fick- 
nefs,  from  eafe  to  pain  :  very  many  have  paffed  from 
affluence  to  indigence,  from  glory  to  fhame,  and  not 
a  few  have  exchanged  empire  itfelf  for  banifhment  or 
a  dungeon.  But  more  than  the  accumulated  weight 
of  all  thefe  at  once,  falls  on  the  devoted  head  of  our 
guilty  fir  ft  father.  The  eyes,  which  before  met  the 
approach  of  God  with  rapture,  now  are  clouded  with 
forrow,  tremble  with  fear,  or  ftrain  with  remorfe  and 
horror,  at  the  voice  of  the  Almighty.  That  tongue 
which  was  once  tuned  only  to  the  accent  and  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  love  has  in  a  moment  learned  to  reproach 
and  upbraid.  The  heart  which  glowed  at  the  prom- 
ife  and  the  profpeCt  of  a  fair,  numerous,  and  happy 
progeny,  now  finks  in  dejeCtion  at  the  difmal  appre- 
henfion  of  that  guilt  and  woe,  in  which  his  folly  had 
plunged  all  his  haplefs  children.  Where  innocence 
fat  enthroned,  there  fell  defpair  broods  over  her  own 
flinging  reflections,  and  tormenting  fears.  Above, 
the  awful  throne  of  an  offended  God  ;  beneath,  a  fath- 
omlefs  gulf,  kindled  by  the  breath  of  Jehovah  as  a 
ftream  of  brimftone ;  within,  a  troubled  confcience, 
like  the  raging  fea,  incapable  of  taking  reft.  “  The 
glory  is  departed  :  the  gold  is  become  dim,  and  the 
moft  fine  gold  changed/' 
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And  now  too  a  revolution  in  outward  circnmftances 
takes  place,  correfponding  to  that  which  had  paffed 
on  his  internal  conftitution  and  chara&er.  Adam 
muft  no  longer  poffefs  that  paradife  of  which  he  had 
rendered  himfelf  unworthy,  juftice  drives  out  from 
Eden  the  man,  who  had  caft  himfelf  out  from  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God.  A  wall  reaching  up  to  heaven,  and  im¬ 
moveable  as  the  decree  of  the  Eternal,  prevents  the 
poflibility  of  return.  The  flaming  fword  of  the  cher¬ 
ubim  bars  all  accefs  to  the  tree  of  life.  His  labour, 
formerly  his  delight,  muft  henceforward  be  accompa¬ 
nied  with  pain.  The  fubjeCt  tribes  throw  off  their  al¬ 
legiance,  and  either  fhun,  or  threaten  their  Lord. 
The  elements  change  their  influence,  and  his  fair  do¬ 
main  becomes  a  vaft  folitude.  The  foie  partner  of 
his  former  joys,  now  become  the  caufe  and  the  com¬ 
panion  of  his  guilt,  becomes  alfo  the  companion  of 
his  woe.  Mutual  reflections  and  reproaches  embitter 
and  increafe  their  common  mifery ;  and  ftern  death 
flares  them  in  the  face. 

But  will  God  contend  forever,  will  he  be  always 
wroth  ?  Then  “  the  fpirit  fhould  fail  before  him,  and 
the  fouls  which  he  had  made.”  Behold  a  dawn  of 
hope  arifes,  and  the  promile  of  the  Moft  High  faves 
from  defpair.  The  moment  man  becomes,  and  feels 
himfelf,  a  miferable  offender,  that  moment  is  the  gof- 
pel  preached  unto  him  ;  as  the  woman  was  firft  in  the 
tranfgreffion,  fo  from  her  the  profpeCt  of  falvation 
arifes  ;  and  it  is  declared  that  “  the  old  ferpent,  who 
is  the  devil  and  Satan,”  who  had  in  deceiving  her, 
deftroyed  her  pofterity,  fhould  by  one  who  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  her  pofterity,  be  deftroyed  and  flain.  Thus 
they  leave  Eden,  i'upported  and  cheered  with  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  triumph  over  their  bitter  enemy,  and  of 
being  reftored  at  length  to  the  favour  of  their  offended 
God.  To  keep  alive  this  hope,  as  well  as  to  afford 
prefent  relief  from  fhame,  at  this  period,  it  would 
appear,  facrifice  was  inftituted.  The  fame  victim  Iked 
its  blood,  the  type  of  atonement ;  and  furnifhed  its 
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Ikin  to  clothe  the  naked,  thereby  prefented  the  em¬ 
blem  of  a  perfect  righteoufnefs,  to  cover  and  Ihelter 
the  naked  foul.  And  thus  early,  diftin&ly  and  une¬ 
quivocally  was  Chriftianity  taught  to  mankind. 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  Adam  has  the  felicity 
of  becoming  a  father ;  and  enjoys  the  fatisfaftion  of 
feeing  the  blefling  pronounced  upon  him  in  his  bet¬ 
ter  (late,  notwithftanding  bis  apoftacy,  taking  effeft. 
Eve  becomes  the  joyful  mother,  perhaps  at  one  birth, 
of  two  fons,  and  the  earth  begins  to  be  replenifhed. 
Behold  the  firft  parents  of  mankind  exulting  in  affec¬ 
tions  unknown,  unfelt  before  ;  exulting  in  this  frefh 
proof  that  God  had  not  forgotten  to  be  gracious. 
Behold  the  nuptial  tie  flrengthened  and  confirmed ; 
the  voice  of  upbraiding  and  reproach .  turned  to  the 
language  of  gratulation,  complacency,  and  love. 

Adam  obferves,  with  growing  delight,  his  fons  in- 
creafing  in  flature  and  wifdom.  Stung  with  keen  re¬ 
flection  upon  the  happinefs  which  he  had  vilely 
thrown  away,  and  the  mifery  which  he  had  entailed 
upon  his  haplefs  children,  how  would  he  exert  him- 
felf  to  repair  that  lofs  !  How  forcibly  inculcate,  by 
his  own  fatal  example,  the  obligations  of  God’s  holy 
law  !  With  what  gratitude  lead  them  to  the  promifed 
atojiement !  With  what  heartfelt  delight  infufe  knowl¬ 
edge  into  their  opening  minds  ! 

Man  is  deftined  to  labour  from  the  beginning  ; 
and,  for  his  punifhment,  guilty  man  muft  labour  with 
the  fweat  of  his  brow.  But  all  the  punifhments  of 
Heaven  in  reality,  and  in  the  iffue,  are  bleflings.  It 
is  the  privilege  and  the  happinefs  of  Adam  and  all  his 
fons  to  be  employed,  though  to  wearinefs  and  fatigue. 
Accordingly  the  heirs  and  pofleffors  of  the  whole 
globe,  as  foon  as  they  arrive  at  man’s  eftate,  betake 
themfelves  to  the  humble  and  neceffary  occupations 
of  that  Ample  ftate  of  human  nature.  cc  Abel  was  a 
keeper  of  fheep,  and  Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground.” 

But  Adam,  we  find,  has  taught  his  fons  to  blend 

religion  with  their  fecular  employments  7  nay,  to  make 
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their  very  employments  the  monitors  and  the  means 
of  religious  worfhip.  “  In  procefs  of  time  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the  ground  an 
offering  unto  the  Lord.  And  Abel  he  alfo  brought 
of  the  firftlings  of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fat  thereof ; 
and  the  Lord  had  refpeCt  to  Abel,  and  to  his  offering ; 
but  unto  Cain  and  his  offering  he  had  not  refpeCt.”* 
And  O,  how  early  did  the  different  pafiions  and  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  human  mind  difcover  themfelves  !  Abel 
brings  with  his  offering  an  humble,  pious,  and  believ¬ 
ing  fpirit.  Cain  approaches  the  altar  of  God  with  a 
proud,  felfifh,  murderous  heart.  And  melancholy  it 
is  to  obferve,  the  firft  quarrel  in  the  world,  the  firfl 
human  blood  that  wras  fhed,  were  occafioned  by  relig¬ 
ion,  which  is  defigned  of  God  to  be,  and  is  in  itfelf, 
the  deareft  bond  of  union  among  men. 

An  event  now  took  place  in  Adam’s  family  by 
which  every  former  grief  muff  have  been  renewed  and 
embittered  ;  and  to  his  inexpreflible  mortification  he 
finds  himfelf  a  root  of  bitternefs,  of  which  all  his 
branches  muff:  and  do  partake.  Cain,  incenfed  at 
the  preference  given  to  his  brother’s  offering,  burn¬ 
ing  with  envy  and  refentment,  watches  his  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  finding  himfelf  alone  with  him  in  the  field, 
puts  Abel  to  death.  Thus  man  becomes  the  execu¬ 
tioner  of  the  dreadful  fentence  of  the  divine  law,  up¬ 
on  man — brother  upon  brother.  What  mufl  have 
been  the  emotions  _of  Adam’s  foul  when  thefe  fad 
news  were  brought  him  !  To  lofe  a  fon,  a  pious 
promifing  fon  :  aimoft  an  only  one ;  prematurely, 
unexpectedly,  by  the  hand  of  his  own  brother  !  The 
one  dead  !  the  other  worfe  than  dead ;  a  wretch  un¬ 
worthy  to  live  !  How  would  his  own  tranfgrefiion 
again  flare  him  in  the  face  !  How  would  he  again  ac- 
cufe  himfelf  as  the  author  of  his  own  wretchednefs, 
and  the  propagator  of  woe  on  woe  to  his  pofterity ! 
The  empire  of  Satan  over  this  iniferable  world  would 
now  feem  confirmed  j  and  the  purpofe  of  the  divine 
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grace  would  be  apparently  defeated.  But  God  yet 
takes  pity  on  fallen  guilty  man,  being  mindful  of  his 
promife  ;  and  Seth  is  given  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  Abel 
*. — Seth,  in  whofe  line  the  promife  runs,  and  of  whom 
as  concerning  the  ilefh  Chrift  Ihould  come.  And 
thus  the  divine  interpofitions  always  feafonably  and 
fuitably  meet  our  neGeffities  and  wants. 

Adam’s  own  forfeited  life  is  prolonged  to  many 
generations,  and  he  lives  to  fee  his  pofterity  increafed 
to  a  great  multitude,  inventing  and  cultivating  the 
arts  which  fupport,  adorn,  or  comfort  life.  But  the 
time  approaches,  at  laid,  that  he  mull  die.  Mercy 
flew  as  on  the  wings  of  a  dove  to  his  relief ;  juftice 
walks  with  flow  and  fteady  Heps  to  his  punilhment* 
By  himfelf  fin  had  entered  into  the  world,  and  death 
muft  inevitably  follow,  and  pafs  upon  him  and  upon 
all  men.  He  had  feen  the  ghaftly  appearance  of 
death,  in  the  perfon  of  his  murdered  fon  •,  he  mull 
now  drink  the  bitter  cup  for  himfelf :  “  And  the  days 
that  Adam  lived,  were  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years, 
and  he  died.” 

This  is  the  end  of  all  men,  and  the  living  fhould 
lay  it  to  his  heart.  And  thus  at  length  decayed  the 
fabric  which  God  himfelf  had  reared  thus  “  the  duft 
returned  to  the  earth  as  it  was,  and  the  fpirit  to  God 
who  gave  it.”  And  thus  muft  conclude  the  hiftory 
of  every  life,  though  protrafted  to  a  thoufand  years, 
whether  adorned  with  virtues,  or  fuliied  with  vice, 
whether  palled  with  noife  on  the  great  theatre,  or 
obfcurely  fpent  in  the  fhade.  To  this  complexion 
the  wife  and  the  beautiful,  the  brave  and  the  good,  as 
well  as  the  fimple  and  the  homely,  the  timid  and  the 
vicious,  muft  come  at  laft.  “  Here  the  rich  and  the 
poor  meet  together  ;  here  the  wicked  ceafe  from 
troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  reft.” 

The  next  Ledture,  if  God  permit,  will  attempt  to 
exhibit  to  you,  the  comparifon  and  contrail  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  Adam  :  in  the  former  of  whom  all 
died  ;  and  by  the  latter,  an  elect  world  is  made  alive, 
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and  “  raifed  up  together,  and  made  to  fit  together  in 

heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus.” 

Let  us  endeavour  to  improve  what  has  been  faid  ; 
by  learning  habitually  to  acknowledge,  adore,  and 
ferve  the  great  Author  and  Preferver  of  our  being, 
who  has  lav  idled  lb  much  goodnels  upon  us  ;  who 
adorned  our  nature  with  his  own  glorious  image, 
pitied  us  in  our  low  and  loft  eftate,  and  has  laid  help 
for  us  on  one  who  is  mighty  to  fave  .  and  who, 
the  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes  of  the 
gofpel,  is  aiming  at  making  us  partakers  of  a  divine 
nature,  and  delivering  us  from  that  bondage  of  coi- 
ruption,  in  which  we  are  funk  by  reafon  of  fin. 

Let  us  learn,  fecondly,  from  the  fad  example  of  the 
firft  tranfgreffion,  to  reft  contented  with  that  ftate 
and  condition  which  Providence  has  afligned.  us  in 
life  ;  to  ufe  only  lawful  means  for  bettering  it  ;  to 
make  the  known  will  of  God  the  only  rule  of  con- 
ftuct  ;  never  to  reafon  and  tamper  with  temptation  ; 
but  to  repel  or  flee  from  it  at  once :  and  to  Ihun  thorn 
as  our  word;  enemies,  who,  on  any  occafion  or  pre¬ 
tence,  would  attempt  to  make  us  think  lightly  of  the 

law  of  God.  , 

Let  me  take  occafion,  thirdly,  from  that  inftitution 

which  God  defigned  for  the  completion  of  human 
happinefs  in  a  ftate  of  innocence,  and  lor  the  mutual 
affiftance  and  comfort  of  the  fexes,  in  their  fallen  con¬ 
dition,  to  cenfure  and  condemn  that  fpirit  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  celibacy,  which  is  one  of  the  crying  vices  of 
our  own  age  and  country,  and  which  is  equally  ini¬ 
mical  to  religion,  to  good  morals,  to  public  Ipirit,  and 
human  comfort.  He  who  lays,  or  lives  as  if.  he 
thought,  that  it  is  “  good  for  man  to  be  alone,”  gives 
the  lie  to  his  Maker  -,  fins  againft  the  conftitution  of 
his  nature,  difhonours  his  parents  ;  defrauds  another 
of  one  of  the  jufteft  rights  of  humanity,  and  in  a  cafe 
too  where  it  is  impoffible  fo  much  a£  to  complain  ; 
and  expofes  himfelf  to  commit  oflences  againft  iocie- 

ty  which  are  not  to  be  mentioned  in  this  place.  In 

1  truth, 
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truth,  celibacy  is  a  vile  compound  of  avarice  and  felf- 
ilhnefs,  which  would  fain  pals  upon  the  world  for 
pi  udence  and  fell  denial  ;  and  the  Hate  of  our  own 
country  at  prefent,  in  this  refpeft,  looks  as  if  a  Angle 
ftate,  as  in  Roman  Catholic  countries,  were  eftablilh- 
cd  by  a  .aw,  but  that  the  laity,  not  the  clergy,  were 
bound  by  it.  But,  alas  !  I  am  only  furnifhing  matter 
for  a  little  converfation.  There  mull  be  more  virtue, 
religion,  and  good  fenfe  among  the  young  men  of  the 
age,  before  this  crying  evil  be  remedied. 

Finally,  let  us  take  the  conclufion  of  the  book  of 
God,  and  the  bright  profped  which  it  difclofes  to  our 
view,  to  fupport  and  cherilh  us  under  the  melancholy 
fcene  exhibited  to  us  in  the  beginning  of  it.  “  Ac¬ 
cording  to  his  promife,  we  look  for  new  heavens  and 
a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.”  “  And 
he  that  fat  upon  the  throne  faid,  Behold  I  make  all 
things  new.”  *  “  And  he  Ihewed  me  a  pure  river  of 

■water  of  life,  clear  as  cryllal,  proceeding  out  of  the 
throne  of  God,  and  of  the  Lamb.  In  the  midft  of 
the  ftreet  of  it,  and  on  either  fide  of  the  river,  was 
there  the  tree  of  life,  which  bare  twelve  manner  of 
fruits,  and  yielded  her  fruit  every  month  :  and  the 
leaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 
And  there  fhall  be  no  more  curfe  ;  but  the  throne  of 
God,  and  of  the  Lamb,  lhall  be  in  it,  and  his  fervants 
fhall  ferve  him.  And  they  lhall  fee  his  face,  and  his 
name  lhall  be  in  their  foreheads.  And  there  lhall  be 
no  night  there,  and  they  need  no  candle,  neither  light 
of  the  fun  :  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them  light,  and 
they  lhall  reign  forever.”f  “  I  beheld,  and  lo,  a 
great  multitude,  which  no  man  could  number,  of  all 
nations  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,  Hood 
before  the  throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  clothed  with 
white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands ;  and  cried  with 
a  loud  voice,  faying,  Salvation  to  our  God  which  fit- 
teth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.  And  all 
the  angels  flood  round  about  the  throne,  and  about 
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the  elders,  and  the  four  beafts,  and  fell  before  the 
throne  on  their  faces,  and  worfhipped  God;  fay¬ 
ing  Amen  :  bleffing,  and  glory,  and  wifdom  and 
thankfgiving, '  and  honour,  and  power,  and  might  be 
unto  our  God  forever  and  ever.  Amen.  And  one 
of  the  elders  anfwered,  faying  unto  me,  What  are  thefc 
•which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  ?  And  whence  came 
thev  ?  And  I  faid  unto  him,  Sir,  thou  knoweit.  And 
he  laid  unto  me,  Thefe  are  they  which  came  out  of 
great  tribulation,  and  have  walhed  their  robes,  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  1  here- 
fore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  ferve  him 
dav  and  night  in  his  temple,  and  he  that  fitteth  on 
the  throne  fhall  dwell  among  them.  They  fhall  hun¬ 
ger  no’  more,  neither  third  any  more,  neither  Ihall 
the  fun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat ;  for  the  Lamb, 
which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  Ihall  feed  them, 
and  fhall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters  : 
and  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes. 

Thus  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  blood  or  the 
Lamb,  remove  the  guilt,  and  re£hfy  the  diforders  of 
fm.  Thus  guilty  fallen  man  is  recovered  and  reltor- 
ed.  Thus  the  evils  recorded  in  the  firft  pages  oi  the 
Bible,  are  remedied  and  done  away  in  that  bright 
revelation  of  a  world  to  come,  which  is  opened  to  us 
in  the  clofe  of  it.  Thus  is  Adam,,  and  his  renewed 
offspring,  conducted  from  a  terreflrial  paradife,  where 
the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  grew  up 
among  the  trees  of  life,  to  the  paradile  of  God,  where 
no  mixture  of  evil  intrudes  itfelf,  where  none  but  the 
trees  of  life  find  a  place.  And  thus  the  feveral  parts 
of  divine  revelation  explain,  illuflrate,  (Lengthen, 
and  confirm  each  other ;  and  the  whole  taken  togeth¬ 
er  exhibiting  throughout  one  great  leading  object, 
carrying  on  one  great  defign,  aifo  accomplishing,  at 
length,  the  one  original  purpofe  or  the  ELLRlSAL, 
is  glorioufly  perfect. 


*  Rev.  vii.  9—1 7- 
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LECTURE  III, 

I  CORINTHIANS  XV.  45. 

Andfo  it  is  written,  the  firjt  man  Adam  was  made  a  liv. 
big  fold,  the  lajt  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  /pint. 

nn 

1  HE  frame  of  nature,  the  ways  of  Providence,  and 
the  work  of  redemption,  mutually  illuminate,  explain, 
and  fupport  each  other.  The  invifible  things  of  God 
are  clearly  underftood  by  the  things  which  are  made  : 
the  world  is  evidently  upheld  and  governed  by  him 
who  made  it  at  firft  5  and  the  fufpenfion  of  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  fpecial  interpofitions  of  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  conftitute  the  proof,  that  the  gofpel  difpenfa- 
tion  is  from  Him  who  has  the  univerfe  under  his  con¬ 
trol,  to  continue  or  to  change  its  appearance  at  his 
pleafure  ;  who  has  all  hearts  in  his  hand,  and  confe- 
quently,  all  events  at  his  difpofal.  When  we  attempt 
to  contemplate  the  providence  of  God,  we  immediate¬ 
ly  find  it  to  be  a  fyftem  infinitely  too  vail  for  human 
capacity  to  take  in,  too  complex  for  our  penetration 
to  unfold,  too  deep  and  myfterious  for  our  underlland- 
ing  to  fathom.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  confider  the 
detached  parts  of  this  majeltic  whole,  as  they  prefent 
themfelves  to  our  fenfes,  or  to  our  reafon  ;  as  they  are 
tranfmitted  to  us  in  the  hiftory  and  experience  of 
others  ;  or  as  they  are  difcovered  to  us  by  a  revelation 
from  heaven.  Without  the  bible,  it  were  utterly 
impoffible  to  give  a  tolerable  account,  much  lefs  one 
completely  fatisfa&ory,  of  the  origin  of  the  world,  or 
of  the  appearances  of  nature  j  of  the  events  which  are 
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paft  and  are  recorded,  or  thofe  which  are  every  day 
prefenting  themfelves  to  our  obfervation.  But  when 
reafon  vouchfafes  to  kindle  her  feeble  lamp  with  fire 
from  the  altar  of  God,  and  to  iupply  it  continually 
with  frelh  oil  from  the  facred  ftores,  what  was  former¬ 
ly  dark  becomes  clear  ;  what  before  feemed  intricate 
and  perplexed,  is  found  to  be  in  perfect  order  and 
harmony ;  and  the  dim  and  icattered  fragments  be¬ 
come  both  legible  and  intelligible. 

Nay,  farther,  the  different  parts  of  feripture  itfelf, 
taken  feparately  and  without  connexion,  may  leem  to 
have  lefs  force,  beauty,  and  importance  ;  but  when 
brought  together,  like  the  magnet  and  the  fteel,  they 
immediately  attraft  each  other  and  unite  ;  like  the 
fcattered  bones  in  the  valley,  bone  coming  together  to 
his  bone,  there  ftarts  up  a  perfect  man,  nay,  an  exceed¬ 
ing  great  army.  Type  meeting  the  thing  typified,  pi  e- 
diction  fquaring  with  event,  promife  tallying  exactly 
with  accomplifhment,  feripture  acquires  a  folidity 
which  bids  defiance  to  all  created  force  :  becomes,  in 
jts  own  energetic  language,  “  as  a  hammer  that 
breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces.”  The  perfons  exhib- 
'  ited,  the  events  recorded,  the  feenes  deferibed,  the  in- 
flitutions  ordained  in  one  age  and  ftate  of  the  world, 
which  were  the  fhadows  of  good  things  to  come,  ate 
not  only  inftructive  and  interefting  in  tnemfelves,  but 
acquire  a  weight  and  importance  which  they  pofleffed 
not  before,  when  viewed  in  their  relation  to  Him,  to 
whom  all  the  prophets  give  witnels,  and  whole  pencil, 
character,  and  work,  are  the  fulfilling  of  all  that  was 
written  of  old  time. 

The  hiitory  of  Adam  minifters  both  pleafure  and 
inftruftion  to  us  as  men  ;  Dut  Chriftians  feel  a  pecu¬ 
liar  intereft  in  the  perufal  of  it,  by  confidering  Adam 
“  as  the  figure  of  him  who  was  to  come.” 

Having,  in  the  laft  Lecture,  attempted  a  delineation 

of  the  life  of  the  firfl  man,  according  as  it  is  tranfmit- 

ted  to  us  in  the  holy  feriptures,  we  proceed  in  prof- 

ecution  of  our  plan,  to  inftitute  in  a  few  particulars,  a 

companion 
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companion  between  Adam  and  Chrift  ;  between  the 
federal  head  and  representative  of  the  human  race, 
and  the  covenant  head  and  representative  of  the 
church.  But  fir  ft,  let  us  obferve  wherein  the  firft  man 
differs  from,  and  wherein  he  refembles  all  other  men* 
who  have  descended  from  him  by  ordinary  generation. 

Firft,  In  the  manner  of  his  produdion.  Other  men 
arrive  at  their  maturity,  fuch  as  it  is,  by  flow  and  in- 
fenfible  degrees  ;  they  make  a  progrefs  through  in¬ 
fancy,  childhood,  and  youth,  to  man’s  eftate  ;  Adam 
was  created  perfect  at  once  ;  the  moment  he  began  to 
£xift,  he  exifted  in  all  the  dignity  and  ftrength  of  rea- 
fon  and  intelligence.  All  other  men  are  conceived  in 
fin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity  ;  he  came  from  the 
hands  of  his  Creator,  holy  and  blamelefs,  the  fon  of 
God.  The  mental  powers  of  the  wifeft  and  moft  in¬ 
telligent  of  mankind,  his  fons,  are  narrow  and  con* 
traded  ;  we  know  but  a  few  things,  and  them  imper- 
feftly  :  the  whole  world  of  nature  was  an  open  volume 
to  his  underftanding.  Since  the  fall,  men  are  born 
into  the  world  with  the  feeds  of  decay  and  diffolution 
in  the  conftitution  and  frame  of  their  nature  but 
Adam  was  created  incorruptible,  immortal.  The 
property  and  power  of  the  greateft  of  his  pofterity  is 
cramped  and  confined  ;  limited  by  mountains,  rivers 
and  Teas ;  liable  to  be  encroached  upon,  difputed,  in¬ 
vaded,  taken  away  :  but  the  dominion  of  the  firft  man 
was  uncontroled,  his  authority  indifputable,  his  prop¬ 
erty  univerfal  ;  the  beafts  of  the  field,  the  birds  of 
the  air,  and  whatfoever  pafleth  through  the  paths  of 
the  fea,  all,  all  were  put  under  his  feet.  But  Adam, 
fallen  and  loft,  is  juft  what  all  his  hapiefs  children 
are ;  like  them  a  flave  to  divers  lufts  and  paflions  ; 
like  them  liable  to  difeafe  and  death ;  like  them  a 
rey  to  forrow,  fear,  and  remorfe  ;  like  them  a  child 
of  wrath,  an  heir  of  hell ;  and  like  them,  to  be  recov* 
ered,  reftored,  re-eftablifhed,  only  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  and  through  the  atoning  blood  of  a  Saviour  : 
and  how  that  Saviour  was  typified  or  held  forth  to 

the 
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the  world,  by  the  perfon,  chara&er,  and  relative  con¬ 
nexions  of  Adam,  is  to  he  the  fubjeft  of  the  remaining 
part  of  this  difcourfe. 

Adam,  perhaps,  was  not  himfelf  aware,  that  he  was 
in  this  refpett  fulfilling  the  defigns  of  Providence. 
We  know  that  many  others  exhibited  (hiking  types  of 
the  promifed  Saviour,  in  their  perlons,  offices,  and 
aftions,  without  being  confcious  that  luch  honoura¬ 
ble  diftinftion  was  conferred  upon  them  ;  and  Moles, 
the  infpired  author  of  the  hiftory  of  the  fi r It  man,  no 
where  hints,  that  he  confidered  Adam,  or  that  Adam 
confidered  himfelf  in  this  light.  But  to  us  the  matter 
is  put  beyond  a  doubt,  by  one  who  wrote  alio  under 
the  infpiration  of  God,  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  who  informs  us,  that  this  firft  man,  into  whole 
noftrils  God  breathed  the  breath  of  life,  and  who 
thereby  became  a  living  foul,  was  “the  type  or  figure 
of  him  that  was  to  come  :”*  and  in  many  ether 
places,  in  his  epiftles,  (hews  us  wherein  the  refem- 
blance  confifts.  Following  him  therefore,  and  the 
other  facred  writers  of  the  New  Teftament,  as  our 
guides,  we  obferve, 

Firft,  that  Adam  typified  Chrift,  as  being  in  a  pe¬ 
culiar  fenfe  the  Son  of  God.  The  evangelift  Luke,  in 
tracing  the  natural  pedigree  of  our  Saviour,  afeends 
ftep  by  ftep  from  Son  to  Father,  till  he  comes  to  the 
firft  progenitor  of  all,  “who  was,”  fays  he,  “  the 
Son  of  God  ;”  that  is,  his  immediate  offspring,  deriv¬ 
ing  his  exiftence  without  any  interpofition,  from  the 
great  fource  of  being.  And  what  faith  the  feripture 
concerning  the  Mefiiah  ?  “  I  will  declare  the  decree  : 
the  Lord  hath  faid  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this 
day  have  I  begotten  thee,”  f  and  “  when  he  bringeth 
in  the  firft  begotten  into  the  world,”  he  faith,  “  And 
let  all  the  angels  of  God  worftiip  him.”  j 

As  the  manner  in  which  Adam  was  produced,  was 
new  and  unexampled,  fo  the  conception  and  birth  of 

Chrift  were  “  a  new  thing  in  the  earth  the  former 

created 

*  Romans  v.  14.  f  Pfakn  ii.  7.  X  Heb.  i.  6. 
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created  of  auft  from  the  ground,  the  latter  formed  by 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  womb  of  a  virgin, 
Jbut  Adam  the  fon  of  God,  though  made  in  the  like- 
nefs  of  his  Creator,  exprelfed  that  divine  image  only 
externally,  as  the  coin  exhibits  the  image  and  imprefs 
of  the  fovereign  :  whereas  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  dis¬ 
played  “  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father’s  glory,”  and 
bore  cc  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon.”  Adam  the 
fon  of  God  was  produced  in  time,  on  the  fixth  day  of 
the  creation,  after  all  the  other  works  of  God  were 
finifhed  :  but  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  the  eternal  %vif- 
dom  of  the  everlafting  Father,  thus  fpeaks  of  himfelf, 
“  The  Lord  poffeffed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  way, 
before  his  works  of  old.  I  was  fet  up  from  everlaft¬ 
ing,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was.  When 
there  were  no  depths,  I  was  brought  forth  :  when 
there  were  no  fountains  abounding  with  water.  Be¬ 
fore  the  mountains  were  fettled,  before  the  hills  was  I 
brought  forth  :  while  as  yet  he  had  not  made  the 
earth,  nor  the  fields,  nor  the  higheft  part  of  the  duft 
of  the  world  :  when  he  prepared  the  heavens  I  was 
there  :  when  he  fet  a  compafs  upon  the  face  of  the 
depth  :  when  he  eftablifhed  the  clouds  above  :  when 
he  (Lengthened  the  fountains  of  the  deep  :  when  he 
gave  to  the  fea  his  decree,  that  the  waters  fhould  not 
pafs  his  commandment :  when  he  appointed  the  foun¬ 
dations  of  the  earth  :  then  I  was  by  him,  as  one 
brought  up  with  him  :  and  I  was  daily  his  delight, 
and  rejoicing  always  before  him  :  rejoicing  in  the  hab¬ 
itable  part  of  his  earth,  and  my  delights  were  with 
the  fons  of  men.”  # 

Secondly,  the  conftitution  of  Adam’s  nature  pre¬ 
figured  the  perfon  of  Chrift.  In  Adam,  an  immaterial 
immortal  fpirit  was  united  to  a  material  earthly  body, 
‘to  conftitute  one  perfeft,  living  man  ;  in  Chrift,  the 
human  nature  was  united  to  the  divine,  to  conftitute 
one  perfect  life-giving  Saviour.  The  one  a  myftery 
of  nature,  the  other  a  myftery  of  grace.  The  one, 

*  Proy.  Yiii.  22 — 31, 
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thoup-h  incomprehenfible,  yet  certainly  known  by  every 
man  to  be  true  ;  the  other,  though  incomprehenfible, 
vet  by  every  chriftian  believed  to  be  true. 

'  Thirdly,  the  paternal  relation  which  Adam  bears  to 
all  the  human  race,  beautifully  reprefents  to  us  Jefus 
the  Son  of  God,  as  the  fpiritual  father  of  ah  them  that 
believe.  The  firft  man,  Adam,  fays  the  text,  was 
made  “  a  living  foul,”  that  is,  the  fource  of  a ^natural 
life  to  them  who  had  it  not  berore  ^  the  laft  Adam 
•was  made  “  a  quickening  fpirit,”  that  is,  the  giver  and 
reftorer  of  a  fpiritual  and  divine  life,  to  thole  who 
having  loft  it,  were  “  dead  in_  trefpaffes  and  fins. 
The  water  in  the  conduit  will  rife  to  the  level  of  its 
fountain,  but  can  never  mount  higher.  Thus  Adam 
can  communicate  only  what  he  was,  and  what  he  ha 
himfelf ;  being  therefore  of  the  earth,  earthy,  he  could 
only  propagate  an  earthly  exiftence  ;  but  the  fecond 
man,  being  the  Lord  from  heaven,  can,  and  does, 
make  his  fpiritual  offspring  <e  partakers  oi  a  divine 
nature.”  As  every  man,  upon  coming  into  the  world 
of  nature,  the  inftant  he  draws  the  breath  of  life,  bears 
the  image  of  the  firft  man  whom  God  created  \  fo 
from  Jefus  Thrift,  progenitor  of  them  who  believe,  all 
who  are  regenerated,  or  born  into  the  world  of  grace, 
derive  their  fpiritual  exiftence,  and  bear  the  image  oi 
him,  from  whom  the  whole  ramily  oi  heaven  and  eai  tn 
is  named.  But  Adam  is  the  remote,  not  the  imme¬ 
diate  father  of  our  flefli ;  whereas  Chrift  is  the  imme¬ 
diate  fource  of  fpiritual  light  and  life  to  all  thofe  c  who 
are  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  oi  the  flefli, 

nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.”* 

Fourthly,  Adam  and  Chrift  bear  a  {taking  refem- 
blance  in  refpedt  ot  dominion  and  j  ova  eighty.  .When 
God  had  created  man,  cc  he  blefled  him,  and  laid  unto 
him.  Have  dominion  over  the  fiih  of  the  fea,  and  over 
the  fowl  of  the  air,  and  over  every  living  thing  that 
moveth  upon  the  earth. ”  I  hou  haft  made  him, 

fays  the  pfalmift,  5C  a  little  lower  than  the  angels ; 

ILcilX 
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haft  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour.  Thou 
madeft  him  to  have  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy 
hands :  thou  haft  put  all  things  under  his  feet.  All 
iheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beafts  of  the  field  ;  the 
iowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fiih  of  the  fea,  and  whatfoever 
palfeth  through  the  paths  of  the  feas.”*  And  Chrift 
the  Lord,  even  in  the  days  of  his  flelh,  while  he  yet 
dwelt  among  men,  not  only  pofleffed  but  exercifed  an 
unlimited  authority  over  the  whole  world  of  nature, 
over  things  vifible,  and  things  invifible.  The  prince 
of  the  power  of  the  air  fled  at  his  command  :  the  boif- 
terous  elements  heard  and  obeyed  his  word  :  difeafe, 
and  death,  and  the  grave  fulfilled  his  pleafure.  How 
much  more  juftly,  after  his  refurredtion  from  the 
dead,  when  “  declared  the  Son  of  God  with  power,” 
could  he  fay  of  himfelf,  all  power  is  given  unto  me, 
in  heaven  and  in  earth  ?”  and  the  apoftle  alfo,  con¬ 
cerning  him,  “  God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  giv¬ 
en  him  a  name,  which  is  above  every  name :  that  at 
the  name  of  Jelus  every  knee  fliould  bow,  of  things  in 
heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the 
earth ;  and  that  every  tongue  fhould  confefs  that  Je¬ 
lus  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.” f 
We  fee  Jefus,  who  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  an¬ 
gels,  for  the  fullering  of  death,  crowned  with  glory 
and  honour.  “  And  he  mu  ft  reign,  till  he  hath  put 
all  his  enemies  under  his  feet.”  The  fovereignty  of 
Adam,  however,  was  derived,  dependent,  limited, 
and  might  be  forfeited  :  and  his  hiftory,  and  our  own 
experience  feelingly  aflfure  us,  “  that,  being  in  honour 
he  continued  not that  the  crown  is  fallen  from  his 
head,  and  the  fceptre  dropt  from  his  hand.  His  de¬ 
rived  authority  was  withdrawn  by  him  who  bellowed 
it ;  his  dependent  power  was  checked  and  curbed, 
becaufe  he  had  abufed  it ;  his  limited  empire  was  re¬ 
duced  to  nothing,  becaufe  he  prefumed  to  affect 
equality  with  his  Creator ;  and  having  received  do¬ 
minion  under  a  condition,  failing  in  the  condition,  he 

forfeits 


*  Pfdm  viii.  5 — 8. 
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forfeits  his  throne.  But  the  fovereigntv  cf  Chrift  is 
inherent,  independent,  unlimited,  and  everlafting. 

«  Unto  the  Son  he  faith,  Thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for¬ 
ever  and  ever,  a  fceptre  of  righteouinefs  is  the  fceptre. 
of  thy  kingdom  and  the  Son  himfelf  iaitn,  I  lay 
down  my  life,  that  I  might  take  it  again.  I  lay  it 
down  of  myfelf  t  I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I 
have  power  to  take  it  again.”  cc  And  I  give  unto 
them  eternal  life,  and  they  fliall  never  periin,  neither 
{hall  any  man  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.  My  Fath¬ 
er,  which  gave  them  me,  is  greater  than  all :  and 
none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my  bather  s  hand. 

I  and  my  Father  are  one.”  *  r 

Again,  the  facred  and  pure  matrimonial  union  el- 

tablifhed  in  paradife  between  Adam  and  Eve,  was  in¬ 
tended  to  prefigure  the  myfterious  union,  tlm  pure 
and  reciprocal  afiedtion  of  Chrift  and  his  church  .  in 
which  alfo  we  follow  the  apoltle  of  the  Gentiles  in 
his  epiftle  to  the  Ephefians,!  “  for  the  hufband  is  the 
head  of  the  wife,  even  as  Chrift  is  the  head  of  the  s 
church  ^  and  he  is  the  Saviour  ot  the  body.  I  hex  e~ 
fore  as  the  church  is  fubjeft  to  Chrift,  fo  let  the  wives 
be  to  their  own  hufbands  in  every  thing.  Hufbands, 
love  your  wives,  even  as  Chrift  alio  loved  the  church, 
and  gave  himfelf  for  it :  that  he  might  fan&ify  and 
cleanfe  it,  with  the  wafhing  of  water  by  the  woid  ; 
that  he  might  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a  glorious  church, 
not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing  :  but 
that  it  fhould  be  holy,  and  without  blemifh*  We  are 
members  of  his  body :  of  his  flefh,  and  of  his  bones* 
For  this  caufe,  fhall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother, 
and  fhall  be  joined  unto  his  wife,  and  they  two  fhall 
be  one  flefh.  This  is  a  great  myftery ;  but  I  fpeak 

concerning  Chrift  and  the  church.” 

Finally,  the  whole  tenor  of  fcripture  teaches  us  to 
confider  Adam,  the  firft  of  men,  as  the  covenant  head 
and  reprefentative  of  all  his  poflerity,  according  to  the 

order  and  courfe  of  nature  :  and  Jefus  Chrift  the 

Lord, 


*  John  x.  28 — 30. 
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Lord,  as  the  federal  head  and  reprefentatlve  of  all  his 
redeemed,  according  to  the  election  of  grace.  “  For 
fince  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came  alfo  the  ref- 
urrection  of  the  dead.”  “  For  as  in  Adam  all  die, 
even  fo  in  Chrift  fhall  all  be  made  alive.”  “  By  one 
man  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin  ; 
and  fo  death  paffed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have 
finned.”  And  “  if  by  one  man’s  offence,  death 
reigned  by  one,  much  more  they  which  receive  abun¬ 
dance  of  grace,  and  of  the  gift  of  righteoufnefs,  fhall 
reign  in  life  by  one,  Jefus  Chrift.  Therefore,  as  by 
the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came  upon  all  men  to 
condemnation :  even  fo  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  one, 
the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  j unification  of 
life.  For  as  by  one  man’s  difobedienCe,  many  were 
made  finners  :  fo  by  the  obedience  of  one,  fhall  many 
be  made  righteous.”  # 

But  whatever  admits  of  comparifon,  by  bearing  re- 
femblance,  muff  likewife  admit  of  contraft,  on  account 
of  diflimilitude  :  for  what  fo  like,  as  to  be  undiftin- 
guifhable  ?  What  two  perfons  are  fo  much  the  fame,  as 
not  to  exhibit,  to  the  leaft  difcerning  eye,  chara&er- 
iftical  marks  of  difference  ?  And  indeed,  the  very  par¬ 
ticulars  wherein  the  firft  and  fecond  Adam  coincide, 
evince  the  infinite  fuperiority  of  the  one  above  the 
other,  as  well  as  thofe  circumftances  which  could  not 
poflibly  be  in  common  between  them. 

Adam  was  affaulted  of  the  wicked  one,  by  a  flight 
temptation  ;  yielded  ;  and  fell :  Chrift  was  tempted 
of  the  devil,  by  repeated,  vigorous,  and  well-conduft- 
ed  attacks  ;  refifted  to  the  laft  ;  and  overcame. 
Adam  in  paradife,  became  guilty,  and  miferable,  and 
liable  to  death  :  Chrift  paffed  through  a  corrupted 
world,  lived  in  the  midft  of  a  finful  and  adulterous  gen¬ 
eration,  but  preferved  unfpotted  innocence  ;  cc  he  did 
no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  lips.”  Adam 
by  one  offence  became  guilty  of  the  whole  law,  pour¬ 
ed  contempt  upon  it,  and  tranfmitted  his  crime, 

together 


*  Rom.  v.  17 — 19. 


49 


Lect.  III.  Adam  and  Chrift  compared. 

together  with  the  punilhment  of  it,  to  ail  mankind  : 
Chrift,  by  a  complete  obedience,  “  magnified  the  law, 
and  made  it  honourable,”  .  approved  himfelf  unto 
God,  and  conveys  the  merit  of  his  obedience  and 
fufferings  to  all  them  that  believe,  for  their  juftifica- 
tion  and  acceptance.  Adam,  afpiring  to  a  condition, 
fuperior  to  that  in  which  his  Maker  placed  him,  not 
only  failed  to  obtain  what  he  aimed  at,  but  alio  lolt 
-what  he  had  ;  defiring  to  be  as  God,  to  know  good 
and  evil,  he  acquired  indeed  the  fatal  knowledge  of 
evil,  but  loft  the  knowledge  of  good  which  he  already 
poffeffed  ;  and  finking  himfelf,  drags  down  a  devoted 
world  with  him :  whereas  Chrift,  for  the  voluntary 
abafement  of  himfelf,  is  exalted  to  “  the  right  hand 
of  the  Majefty  on  high,”  “  for  the  fuffenng  of  death, 
is  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,”  and  “  lifted  up 
on  the  crofs,  draws  all  men  unto  him.”  d  he  mo¬ 
ment  we  exift,  in  virtue.of  our  relation  to  the  hrit 
Adam,  we  die  for  an  offence  we  could  not  commit ; 
fo,  we  no  fooner  become  united  to  the  fecond  Adam 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  than  we  become  partakers 
of  a  fpiritual  and  divine  nature,  and  heiis  of  everlafting 
life,  in  virtue  of  a  righteoufnefs  not  our  own.  “  Be- 
ing  iuftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  rejoice  in  hope 
of  the  glory  of  God. ”  In  Adam,  we  aie  condemned 
for  one  fin  :  in  Chrift,  we  are  juftified  from  many 
offences.  The  hiftory  of  Adam  reprefents  to  us  a 
garden  with  one  tree  of  life  amidft  many  that  were 
o-ood  for  food,  and  near  to  one  that  was  pregnant  with 
death  :  the  Revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift  exhibits  to  us 
a  paradife,  all  whofe  trees  are  of  one  fort  ;  whole 
fruit  is  life-giving,  whofe  very  leaves  are  falutary  ; 
trees  of  life  which  know  no  decay,  never  difappoint 
the  gatherer’s  hope,  never  feel  the  approach  of  winter. 

Genefis  prefents  to  our  trembling,  aftonilhed  fight, 
tc  cherubims  and  a  flaming  fword,  which  turn  every 
way  to  keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life.”  1  he  Apoc~ 
alypfe  difclofes  to  our  delighted  eyes,  angels  mmiiter- 
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ing  to  them  who  are  the  heirs  of  falvation  ;  and  our 
ravifhed  ears  hear  thefe  glad  accents  burfling  from 
amidft  the  excellent  glory,  “  To  him  that  overcometh 
will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the 
midft  of  the  paradife  of  God.”  “  Let  him  that  is 
athirft,  come :  and  whofoever  will,  let  him  take  the 
water  of  life  freely/* 

I 

The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt  be  with  you 
ail.  Amen. 


fUbry 


Hiftory  of  Cain  and  Abel. 


LECTURE  IV. 

,  HEBREWS  xi.  4. 

By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent  facrifice 
than  Cain ,  by  which  he  obtained  witnefs,  that  he  was 
righteous ,  God  tejlifying  of  his  gifts ,  and  by  it  he ^  being 
dead ,  yet  fpeaketh. 

A  STATE  of  innocence  was  apparently  of  fhort 
duration.  The  hiftory  of  it  contains  but  a  very  few 
particulars.  To  plunge  the  human  race  into  guilt  and 
ruin  was  the  work  only  of  a  moment :  but  to  reftore 
mankind  to  life  and  happinefs,  employed  depth  of  de- 
fign  to  contrive  ;  length  of  time  to  mature  and  unfold  ; 
and  irrefiftible  force  to  execute.  The  hiftory  of  the 
world  is,  in  truth,  the  hiftory  of  redemption.  For  all 
the  dealings  of  Divine  Providence  with  men,  dire&ly 
or  by  implication,  immediately  or  remotely,  point  out 
and  announce  a  Saviour.  To  our  firft  parents,  imme¬ 
diately  upon  the  fall,  a  promife  was  given,  in  general, 
indeed,  but  not  in  obfcure  terms,  of  deliverance  and 
recovery,  by  one  who  ftiould  be  in  a  peculiar  and 
proper  fenfe,  “  the  feed  of  the  woman.”  And  it  is  far 
from  being  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  fkins  em¬ 
ployed  to  cover  the  ftiame  of  our  guilty  firft  parents, 
were  taken  from  victims  flain  by  divine  appointment ; 
who  by  the  fhedding  of  their  blood  were  to  typify  the 
great  atonement,  ftyled  in  fcripture  “  the  Lamb  flain 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world.”  But  admitting 

this  to  be  merely  a  fanciful  conjefture,  we  have  the 
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authority  of  God  himfelf  to  affirm,  that  the  immediate 
defcendants  of  Adam  offered  fuch  facrifices,  and  look¬ 
ed  in  faith  and  hope  to  inch  a  propitiation  :  “  For  by 
faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent  facrifice 
than  Cain,  by  which  he  obtained  witnefs,  that  he  was 
righteous,  God  teftifying  of  his  gifts,  and  by  it  he, 
being  dead,  yet  fpeaketh.”  The  hiftory,  chara&er, 
and  conduft  of  thefe  two  brothers,  from  the  materials 
furniffied  us  in  fcripture,  are  to  be  the  fubjeft  of  this 
Lefture. 

Adam,  with  the  partner  of  his  guilt  and  of  his  future 
fortunes,  being  expelled  from  Eden,  and  tumbled 
from  all  his  native  honours,  enters  on  the  poffeffion  of 
a  globe,  which  was  curfed  for  his  fake.  He  feels  that 
he  is  fallen  from  a  fpiritual  and  divine  life,  from  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  innocence ;  that  he  has  become  liable 
to  death  ;  nay,  by  the  very  aft  of  difobedience,  that  he 
really  died  to  goodnefs  and  happinefs.  But  the  fen- 
tence  itfelf  which  condemns  him,  gives  him  full  affur- 
ance,  that  his  natural  life,  though  forfeited,  was  to  be 
reprieved  ;  that  he  fhould  live  to  labour ;  to  eat  his 
bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow  ;  and  not  only  fo, 
but  that  he  fhould  be  the  means  of  communicating 
that  natural  life  to  others  ;  for  that  Eve  fhould  become 
a  mother,  though  the  pain  and  forrow  of  conception 
and  child-bearing  were  to  be  greatly  multiplied.  In 
procefs  of  time  fhe  accordingly  brings  forth  a  fon ; 
and  pain  and  forrow  are  no  more  remembered,  for  joy 
that  a  man-child  is  born  into  the  world.  What  fhe 
thought  and  felt  upon  this  occafion,  we  learn  from 
what  fhe  faid,  and  from  the  name  fhe  gave  her  new¬ 
born  fon.  With  a  heart  overflowing  with  gratitude, 
fhe  looks  up  to  God,  wTho  had  not  only  fpared  and 
prolonged  her  life,  but  made  her  the  joyful  mother  of 
a  living  child  ;  and  who  in  multiplying  her  forrowr, 
had  much  more  abundantly  multiplied  her  comfort. 
Eafe  that  fucceeds  anguifh  is  doubly  relifhed  and  en¬ 
joyed.  Kindnefs  from  one  wrhom  we  have  offended, 
falls  with  a  weight  pleafingly  oppreflive  upon  the 

mind. 
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mind  Some  interpreters,  and  not  without  reafon, 
fuppoVe,  that  (he  confidered  the  fon  given  her,  as  the 
promifed  feed,  who  Ihould  bruife  the  head  of  the 
ferpent ;  and  they  read  her  felf-gratulatory  exclama¬ 
tion  thus,  “  I  have  gotten  the  man  from  the  Lord. 
And  how  Toothing  to  the  maternal  heart  muft  have 
been  the  hope  of  deliverance  and  relief  for  hci  e  , 
and  triumph  over  her  bitter  enemy,  by  means  of  the 
fon  of  her  own  bowels  !  How  fondly  does  {lie  dream 
of  repairing  the  ruin  which  her  frailty  had  brought 
upon  her  hufband  and  family,  by  this  “  hrft-born  of 
many  brethren  !”  The  name  (he  gives  him  figmfies 
“  polfelfed,”  or  a  “  polfeffion.”  She  flatters  lieiit: 
that  lhe  has  now  got  fomething  {he  can  call  her  own  ; 
and  even  the  lofs  of  paradife  teems  compenfated  by  a 
dearer  inheritance.  If  there  be  a  portion  more  ten¬ 
derly  cherifhed,  or  more  highly  prized  than  another, 
it  is  that  of  which  David  fpeaks,*  “  Lo  children  are 
an  heritage  of  the  Lord  :  and  the  fruit  of  the  womb 
is  his  reward.  As  arrows  are  in  the  hand  of  a  migh¬ 
ty  man  :  fo  are  children  of  the  youth.  Happy  is  the 
man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of  them :  they  fliall  not 
be  afliamed ;  but  they  fhall  fpeak  with  the  enemies  in 
the  o-ate.”  But  O,  blind  to  futurity,  with  how  many 
forrows  was  this  “  poffeffion,”  fo  exultingly  triumph¬ 
ed  in,  about  to  pierce  the  fond  maternal  breaft  .  Ho  * 
unlike  are  the  forebodings  and  wilhes  or  parental 
tendernefs  and  partiality,  to  the  deftinations  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  the  difcoveries  which  time  brings  to  light . 
“  Ahd  lhe  again  bare  his  brother  Abel.  ihe  word 
denotes  vanity ,  or  a  breath  of  air.  Was  this  name 
given  him  through  the  unreafonable  prejudice  and  un- 
fuft  preference  of  a  partial  mother  ?  Or  was  it  an  un¬ 
intentional  predidion  of  the  brevity  of  his  life,  anc.  of 
the  lamentable  manner  of  his  death  ?  But  the  materi¬ 
als  of  which  life  is  compofed,  are  not  fo  much  its 
days,  and  months,  and  years,  as  works  of  piety,  an; . 

mercy,  and  juftice,  or  their  oppofites.  He  dies  in  fu 
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maturity,  who  has  lived  to  God  and  eternity,  at  what- 
ever  period,  and  in  whatever  manner  he  is  cut  off. 

hat  life  is  fhort,  though  extended  to  a  thoufand 
years,  whicn  is  disfigured  with  vice,  devoted  to  the 
purfuits  of  time  merely,  and  at  the  clofe  of  which  the 
unhappy  man  is  found  unreconciled  to  God. 

Behold  this  pair  of  brothers,  then,  growing  in  wif- 
dom  and  in  ftature  ;  gladdening  their  parents  hearts. 
They  arrive  at  the  age  of  reafon,  of  vigour,  of  activi¬ 
ty  ;  they  feel  the  law  of  God  and  nature  upon  them. 
Though  the  heirs  of  empire,  they  muff  labour  for 
their  fubfiftence— Abel  was  a  keeper  of  fheep,  but 
Cain  was  a  tiller  of  the  ground. 99  #  The  earth  will 
no  longer  fpontaneoufly  yield  her  increafe.  The 
clods  mult  be  turned  up,  and  the  feed  mult  be  calf 
into  the  furrow,  through  the  care,  forefight,  and  in- 
duftry  of  man,  elfe  in  vain  will  the  heavens  filed  their 
influence  ;  and  in  vain  will  the  blefling  of  the  Moft 
High  be  expeCted.  That  cattle  may  furnifh  either 
the  fleece  for  clothing,  or  milk  for  food,  they  muff 
be  protected  from  inclement  feafons,  and  ravenous 
hearts  ;  they  mult  be  conducted  to  proper  pafture, 
and  provided  with  water  from  the  brook.  And  this 
is  the  origin  of  the  firft  employments  which  occupied 
our  elder  brethren  in  a  ftate  of  nature.  And  here 
it  is  obfervable,  that  the  different  difpolitions  of  the 
brothers  may  be  traced  in  the  occupations  which  they 
followed.  Pious  and  contemplative,  Abel  tends  his 
flock ;  his  profefiion  affords  more  retirement,  and 
more  leifure,  for  meditation  ;  and  the  very  nature  of 
his  charge  forms  him  to  vigilance,  to  providence,  and 
to  fympathy.  His  profperity  and  fuccefs  feem  to 
flow  immediately,  and  only,  from  the  hand  of  God. 
Cain,  more  worldly,  and  felfifh,  betakes  himfelf  to 
hufbandry ;  a  work  of  greater  induftry  and  art ;  the 
neceffary  implements  of  which  fuppofe  the  prior  in¬ 
vention  of  fundry  branches  of  manufacture  ;  and  in 
whofe  operations,  and  their  effects,  art  blending  with 
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nature  would  claim  at  leaf!  her  full  proportion  of 
merit  and  importance.  But  it  is  not  the  occupation 
which  has  merit  or  demerit ;  the  man  who  exercifes 
it  is  the  obied  of  cenfure  or  of  praiie.  It  is  not  t.ie 
hufbandry  of  Cain,  but  wicked  Cain  the  hufbandman 
that  we  blame  ;  it  is  not  the  Ihepherd  s  hie,  but  good 
Abel  the  Ihepherd  that  we  efteem.  “  And  m  procefs 
of  time  it  came  to  pafs,  that  Cain  brought  of  the  frm 
of  the  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord.  And  At 
he  alio  brought  of  the  firftlings  of  his  flock,  and  of 
the  fat  thereof ;  and  the  Lord  had  relped  unto  e  , 
and  to  his  offering *  What  is  any  condition,  any 
employment,  unconneded  with,  unfupported,  _  una¬ 
dorned  by  religion !  How  wretched  a  creature  is  the 
mere  citizen  of  this  world,  whofe  views,  purluits,  and 
enjoyments,  all  terminate  in  time  !  The  man  who  iees 
not  his  comforts  and  his  fucceffes  as  coming  from  the 
hand  of  God ;  and  whofe  heart  rifes  not  in  gratituoe 
to  the  Giver  of  all  good,  is  a  ftranger  to  the  choice.t 
ingredient  in  the  cup  of  profperity.  But  can  God, 
the  great  God,  Hand  in  need  of  fuch  things  as  thele  i 
“  Is  not  every  beaft  of  the  forelf 'his,  and  the  catt  e 
upon  a  thoufand  hills?”  Yes,  verily:  leligion  was 
not  inftituted  for  the  fake  of  God,  but  of  man :  for 
man  cannot  be  profitable  to  his  Maker,  as  he  that 
is  wife,  and  good,  and  pious,  may  be  unto  himiell. 
Religion  is  preffed  upon  us  by  the  very  law  of  cur 
nature  ;  and  it  is  abfolutely  necelfary  to  human  hap- 

pinefs.  _  ,  . 

Cain  obferves  the  fruits  of  the  earth  arrive  at.  their 

maturity*  He  knows  that  all  his  care  and  ikill,  with¬ 
out  the  interpofition  of  Heaven,  could  not  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  fingle  grain  of  corn.  He  had  obferved  t  e 
feed  which  he  caft  into  the  ground,  dying,  in  order 
to  be  quickened;  he  faw  from  putrefaction  a  tiem 
ftem  fpringing  up,  and  bearing  thirty,  fixty,  an  hun¬ 
dred  fold ;  and  a  power  more  than  human  conducting 
this  wonderful  progrefs.  Of  the  firli  and  bell,  t  mre 
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fore,  he  brings  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  ;  not  to  en¬ 
rich  his  Maker,  but  to  do  honour  to  himfelf.  Abel's 
hocks  and  herds  likewife,  through  the  bleffmg  of  the 
Almighty,  mcreafe  and  multiply  ;  he  adores  the  hand 
that  makes  his  wealth  ;  and  prefents  the  firftlings  of 
his  flock  to  the  Lord.  But,  alas !  his  offering,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  accepted,  inuft  bleed  and  die.  the  inno¬ 
cent  lamb  which  he  had  tended  with  fo  much  care, 
had  fed  from  his  hand,  had  carried  in  his  bofom,  muff 
by  his  hand  be  (lain,  muff  find  no  compaflion  from  the 
tender  fhepherd’s  heart,  when  piety  demands  him — 
muff  be  confumed  to  allies  before  his  eyes.  “  And 
the  Lord  had  refpeft  unto  Abel,  and  to  his  offering. 
But  unto  Cain,  and  to  his  offering,  he  had  not  re- 
fpecf."  What  made  the  difference  ?  Not  the  nature 
and  quality  of  the  things  offered,  but  the  difpofition 
of  the  offerers.  Our  text  illuflrates  and  explains  the 
paffage  in  Genefis,  “  By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God 
a  more  excellent  facrifice  than  Cain."  Cain  came  be¬ 
fore  God  as  a  righteous  man  ;  Abel  as  a  finner.  Cain 
brought  an  offering  of  acknowledgment  ;  Abel  a 
propitiatory  facrifice.  Cain's  gift  befpeaks  a  grateful 
heart ;  Abel's  a  contrite  fpirit.  Cain  eyes  the  goodnefs 
of  God ;  Abel  his  mercy  and  long-differing.  Cain  fays. 
Lord,  I  thank  thee  for  all  thy  benefits  toward  me 
Abel,  “  Lord,  I  am  unworthy  of  the  lead  of  thy  fa¬ 
vours."  Cain  rejoices  in  the  \vorld  as  a  goodly  por¬ 
tion  ;  Abel,  by  faith,  difcerns  and  experts  abetter  in¬ 
heritance.  Cain  approaches,  trufting  in  an  imperfeft 
righteoufnefs  of  his  own,  and  departs  unjuftified  ; 
Abel  draws  nigh,  depending  on  the  perfeft  righteouf¬ 
nefs  of  a  Mediator,  and  goes  away  righteous  in  the 
fight  of  God. 

In  what  manner  the  divine  approbation  and  dif- 
pleafure  were  expreffed,  we  are  not  informed  ;  wheth¬ 
er  by  a  celeftial  fire  feizing  and  confuming  the  one 
offering,  and  leaving  the  other  untouched  ;  or  by  a 
voice  from  heaven,  declaratory  of  the  mind  of  God. 
But  we  are  affured  that  it  was  fufEciently  notified  to  the 

parties 
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,omrjvp!.  On  Abel,  undoubtedly.  It  had  the 
P»r  A  8 Efa  fenfe  of  the  favour  of  God  will  always 
fiction  food  mind,  a  mind  which  efteems  the 

tJ complacency  and  compo lure  of  putt,  the  peace 

T wroth; 

their1  own  unworthinefs  frequently  becomes  refentment 

again#  their  innocent  neighbours •,  and  “om  « 
changes  into  fullennefs,  iniolence  and  rebell ton  agm n^ 

Sfof  g“  h?v^hf*s  Strffn  with,  to  warn, 
S  ,°of  admoniflt this p^  petulant  man  1  andgves 

encouragement  to  a  beticr  1  1 

« If  th0u  doeft  well,  {halt  thou  not  be  accepted  i  He 

promifes  to  fupporthim  m dus  right °^°fgTani 

ruTaufuU  “r  him  -  but  at  the  fame  time  h= 
points  out  the  danger  of  perfevering  in  impiety,  and 
Securing  his  refentments— “  If  thou  doeft  not  well, 
fin  Ueth  at8, he  door.”  But  the  foul < »  whtch  env 
malice  and  revenge  have  taken  poffeffion  is  lol 
the  better  feelings  of  human  nature  ;  is  deaf  to 
monftrance,  and  infenfible  of  kindnefs.  I  he  innocent 
are  fimple  and  unfufpicious ;  intending  no  evi  ,  , 

fa,S  Cain,  it  would  appear  from  the  lener  of 
the  narration,  and  the  fcene  where  the  action  is  laid, 
decoyed  his  brother  into  folitude,  under  the  inaik 
familiarity  and  friendfhip ;  “  he  talked  with  him,  they 
were  in  the  field.  What  a  horrid  aggravation  of  his 
*milt'  A  de5  of  violence  !  Murder!  A  good  mans, 
I  brother’s  murder  !  Deliberately  refolved  on,  craftily 
conducted,  remorfelefsly  executed !  W  as  man  s 

difobedience  a  flight  evil,  which  introduced  uc  e  Pi¬ 
rate  wickednefs  into  the  world ;  which 

man  into  the  moft  favage  of  b*afts  \  „H  Now  was 
againft  Abel  his  brother,  and  flew  him. 
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foTra'  fDe?fh  w  dmf  feen  5  and  feen  in  his  ghaftlieft 
goodnefs!  DeaAbflik^o^^ ^7“d 

*e  hand  which  Zld  'have  fuZ  St  *„  ?Z 

h.m  which  (hould  have  barredTe  d„or  tSthf 
murderer,  not  borne  the  fatal  inftrument  Si  Ar 
engt  the  feeble  eyes  clofe  in  peace  ;  and  the  pain  of 

felt  noToS  S-f  t  rgS  °f  CT“''«y  are 

no  more.  The  dull  returns  to  the  earth  «  ,v 
was,  and  the  fpirit  unto  God  who  gave  it.”  The  Ibir 

trZntZ  t0  f  Us  TChuded  fa“> 

FreSmt/6^10?  L  f°  underftand>  and  i  enjoy  tbi 

in  a  figure  YHf  ^  ak^A*’  hitherto  kno«"n  only 
in  a  figure.  Happy  Abel,  thus  early  delivered  from 

-e  fins  and  forrows  of  a  vain  world  !  And  thus  death 

in  whaterr  form-  M2* 

gaS  tq0  a  “od  n,reS’  15  alWayS  unfpeakably  8« 

Such  was  the  life,  and  fuch  the  untimely  end  of 
righteous  Abel for  fo  our  bleffed  Lord  ftyles  him 
who  fell  a  martyr  to  religion.  The  remainder  of  Cain’s 
i  oiyj  the  Ihort  view  given  us  of  the  character  of 
ms  defendants,  together  with  the  birth  of  Seth,  riven 
and  appointed  of  God  to  preferve  the  facred  line  to 
propagate  the  holy  feed,  in  place  of  Abel,  whom  Cain 

!  r ’  Wl13’  ,WlthT  th®  Permifiion  of  God,  furnilh  mat- 
,  1  /or.  anothe[  Lefture.  Let  us  conclude  the  prefent 
by  fetting  up  the  character  of  Abel  as  an  objeft  of  ef- 
tee™’  and  a  pattern  for  imitation. 

inf  nn°d  ft  t-WhlCfh  ^  °f  G°d  by  faith’  are  the  Iead‘ 
ng  and  ftrrking  features  of  this  portrait;  and  by 

dfv  fl:rg  deac-’  h,e  yer  1i)eaketh  i”  or  if  you  chufe 
to  adopt  the  marginal  reading,  “is  yet  fpoken  of.” 

J.t  18  a  dffirable  thing  to  enjoy  a  good  name  while  we 

nve,  and  to  be  remembered  with  kindnefs  after  we 

are 


59 


Lect.  IV.  Bifiory  of  Cain  and  Abel 

are  dead.  But  reputation  is  the  gift  of  others ;  it  is 
often  gained  without  merit,  and  loll  vt.tl.out  a  cm.. 
Whereas  true  goodnefs  is  a  real,  unah enable  poffef- 
S  it  cleaves  to  us  in  death  ;  it  accompanies  us  to 
the  world  of  Writs  ;  it  inftrutts  the  world  w  u.c  we 

Jive  ;  it  fpeaks  from  the  grave  j  it  fhmcs  m  tiie  p 

‘  ’  0f  God  in  heaven.  -Here,  my  friends,  it  is  law¬ 

ful  and  honourable  to  afpire.  Permit  others  to  get 
before  you  in  wealth  or  in  lame  j  giudge  no  y  ^ 

neighbour  the  fuperiority  in  wit,  or  itr^yrt’  faitfThi 
tv  *  but  yield  to  none  in  piety,  m  purity,  in  > 
charfty ;  S  at  the  highSl  honours  oi  the  chr.ftran 

n^me  •  be  humble,  and  be  every  thing. 

fetation  men  and  brethren,  has,  from  the  begm- 
ninff  flowed  in  one  and  the  fame  channe..  The 

wasSnot  one  gofpel  to  the  antediluvian  and  anot  her 
to  the  poftdiluvian  world  ;  one  method  of  ^mp 
tn  the  Tews,  and  another  to  the  Gentiles ,  but  Je  „ 
Chrift/the  fame  yefterday,  and  to-day  and  forever. 
Abel  Abraham,  Mofes,  David,  Simeon,  i  aul,  ana  an 
who  hfve  been,  or  (hall  be  laved,  lived  and  died  m  the 
faith  of  Chrift.  “  Neither  is  there  fetation  m  any 

other;  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  hear en 

given  among  men,  wheieby  we  m  nfGod  to 
This  therefore  is  the  great  commandment  of  God  t 
1st  thefe  days  of  median  light  and  git .ry,  namdy , 
S  that  we  fhould  believe  on  the  name  01  his  Son  Jelus 

Thrih  and  love  one  another.’5  . 

Was  Abel  a  type  of  Chrift,  as  well  as  a  e  iCVu.r ■  u 

him  !  The  fcripture  indeed  faith  it  not  expre^ly  , 

futely,  faith‘ Mofes? 

™ lb”ei  was  ateptt  Iheep.”  What  faith  Chrift  ? 
f‘  I  am  the  good  Lpherd  ;  the  good  hepnerd  gxveth 

his  life  for  the  foeep.  ^ha  Qf  his  flock, 

through  faith  brought :  ot  tne  tunings  , 

and  of  the  fat  thereof,  an  offering  unto  the  Lord. 
What  did  Chrift  ?  “  Through  the  eternal  Spmtare 
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offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God  ”  Were  Alv-lt- 
days  cut  fhort  by  the  hand  of  violence  ?  So  -  Mdfiah 

AK  iPumCP  TdS  tat  °ff’  but  not  for  himfelf. ’’  Was 

t  fe-rhjted  ?f’  and  flam  bY  his  brother  ?  Chrift  “  was 
e  pi  e  and  rejecfed”  of  his  own,  and  died  by  the 

eachery  of  a  familiar  friend  in  whom  he  trufted^  and 

his  brethren  accord- 
5  o  the  nelh.  Did  the  blood  of  Abel  cry  to  God 

who'lhed  >h  VC.ngeanCe  on  head  of  him 

hlnnrt  f  T^f  }  ^  °PP^^  Weight  has  the 

th  u  Je;us/al,Ien’  and  Ilow  heavily  does  it  ftill  lie 
on  the  heads  of  them,  and  of  their  children,  who  with 

™ck?d  fha!'df  crucified  and  flew  him !  Could  the 

of  ChriftAcie  TTJ°r  hlS/m?  No:  butthe  blood 
fin  C“  a  Kar5  ^  hlm»  3nd  evei7  bcbever,  from  all 

finned  Ahbf  ^-i*8  a  nShteous  man>  Chrift  as  a 
tinner.  Abel  a  guilty  creature,  was  jufiified  and  ac¬ 
cepted  through  an  imputed  righteoufnefs ;  Chrilt 
who  was  “  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  feparated 
from  finners,  was  condemned  and  fulfered,  becaufe 
he  Lord  laid  on  hint  the  iniquity  of  us  all.”  Abel 
fulfered  death  once  for  all;  the  body  of  Chrift  was 
offered  once  for  all,”  and  by  that  one  facrifice,  “  he 
hath  forever  perfected  them  that  are  fanctified.” 

ut  we  purfue  the  fimilitude  and  the  contraft  no  far- 
ther.  May  God  blefs  what  has  been  faid.  Amen. 

— nd  to  his  holy  hedic  bo  prRifc, 
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i  John  iii.  ii,  12. 

For  this  is  the  mejfage  that  ye  heard  from  the  beginning, , 
that  we  Jhoidd  love  one  another.  Not  as  Cain ,  who  was 
of  that  wicked  one ,  and  flew  his  brother.  And  where¬ 
fore  JJew  he  him  ?  Becaufe  his  own  works  were  evif 
and  his  brother's  righteous. 

It  is  a  pleafant  tafk  to  attend  the  footfteps  of  the 
wife  and  good,  through  the  thorny  maze  of  human 
life  :  to  draw  nigh  with  the  devout  to  the  altar  ol^ 
God  :  to  learn  patience  of  the  meek,  compaffion  of 
the  merciful,  and  kindnefs  of  the  generous  :  to  lev  c 
and  admire  them  in  life,  and  to  regret  them  in  death. 
But  ah  !  how  painful  to  trace  the  progrefs,  and  to 
mark  the  appearances,  of  the  carnal  mind,  which  is 
enmity  again!!  God,**  and  hatred  to  man  fiom  the 
firft  conception  of  an  ill  deiign,  to  the  final  execution 
of  a  deed  of  horror  !  “  Luft,  having  conceived, 
bringeth  forth  fin,  and  fin  when  finifhed  bringeth  forth 
death.”  Neverthelefs,  it  is  highly  important,  that 
even  obiefts  of  deteftation  (hould  be  placed  before  the 
eyes  of  "men  ;  that  fin  fhould  be  viewed  in  her  native 
loathfomenefs  and  deformity,  to  excite,  ii  poffible, 
averfion  and  difguft.  To  direeb  men  in  the  journey 
of  life,  it  is  necefiary  to  erect  beacons,  the  admonition 
of  hidden  dangers  and  death  ;  as  well^  as  to  fet  up 
indexes,  to  point  out  the  right  path,  ihe  two  fiiil 
men  who  were  born  into  the  wrorld,  are  defigned  of 
Providence  to  anfwer  this  valuable  purpofe,  to  thole 
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^  10.  ^10llW  come  after  them,  Abel,  though  dead, 
continues  to  inftruft  men  in  the  excellency,  amiable- 
nefs,  and  importance  of  true  religion  ;  Cain  flands  to 
s.  1  genei  ations,  a  fearful  example  of  ungovernable 
paflion  hurrying  a  man  on  to  blood,  and  plunging  him 
into  defpair.  Having  confidered  the  former  as  a  pat- 
tei  n  for  imitation,  we  are  now  to  confider  the  hiftory 
of  the  lattei ,  as  affording  an  ufeful  and  feafonable 
warning  to  look  to  ourfelves,  “  left  we  alfo  be  harden¬ 
ed,  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.” 

Cain  has  now  accomplifhed  his  bloody  purpofe. 
10s  envied,  hated  rival  is  now  removed  out  of  light  1 
the  virtues  of  his  brother  110  longer  reproach  him  : 
Abel  flands  no  more  in  the  way,  to  intercept  the  ravs 
of  the  favour  of  God,  or  of  man.  Is  he  not  now  then 
at  reft?  No  eye  faw  him  commit  the  murder.  And 
if  it  were  known,  who  fhall  call  him  to  account  ?  No 
eye  faw  him  !  Yes,  the  eye  of  Cain  faw  him  :  yes,  the 
eye  of  God  faw  him  1  hence  the  whole  earth  becomes 
ail  eye  to  behold  him,  all  tongue  to  accufe  him.  Who 
fhall  call  him  to  account  ?  I  hat  fhall  Cain  ^  his  own 
confcience  fhall  avenge  the  murder  :  that  fhall  the 
hand  of  every  man,  fly  whither  he  will  ;  for  every 
man  is  concerned  to  deflroy  him,  who  makes  light  of 
the  life  of  another  :  that  fhall  God,  from  whom  he 
cannot  fly.  Revenge,  like  a  devilifh  engine,”  re¬ 
coils  on  him  that  employs  it ;  or  like  the  flame  of 
Nebuchadnezzar's  fiery  furnace,  catches  hold  of,  and 
deflroy s  the  minifters  of  vengeance,  not  the  obje&s 
of  it. 

The  mournful  tidings  muff  foon  reach  the  ears  of 
the  afflicted  parents.  What  were  now  thy  feelings. 
Eve,  when  he,  who  was  expected  to  be  a  Saviour, 
turns  out  a  deftroyer  ?  Which  is  the  heavier  affliction, 
a  fon  prematurely  and  violently  cut  off ;  or  a  fon  liv¬ 
ing  to  prefent  an  objedt  of  horror  and  deteflation  to 
their  eyes  ?  A  pious  child  dead,  is  beyond  all  contro- 
verfy,  a  pojfejfion  infinitely  preferable  to  a  profligate 
alive.  Alas  !  what  fhall  they  do  ?  To  overlook  the 

murder. 
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murder.  Is  to  become  partakers  in  the  guilt  of  it  ;  to 
punifh  the  murderer,  as  juftice  demands,  is  to  render 
themfelves  childlefs.  Ah  !  how  do  the  difficulties  and 
diftreffes  of  their  fallen  eftate  increafe  upon  guilty 
men  every  day  !  The  caufe,  which  was  too  hard  for* 
Adam  to  determine,  God  takes  into  his  own  hand. 
«  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Cain,  Where  is  Abel  thy 
brother  ?”  *  Offences  committed  in  fecret,  and  offend¬ 
ers,  whofe  power  and  ftation  bid  defiance  to  earthly 
tribunals,  fall  properly  under  the  immediate  cogni- 
fance  of  Heaven.  Behold  the  throne  is  fet,  and  the 
judgment  opened.  How  meek  and  gentle  is  God 
with  this  murderer  !  He  would  draw  confeffion  from 
his  mouth,  not  as  a  fnare,  but  as  an  indication  of  con¬ 
trition.  The  end  which  God  has  in  view,  in  making 
inquiry  after  blood,  is,  not  the  conviction  and  punilh- 
znent  \  but  the  conviction,  pardon,  and  ieccveiy  oi 
the  criminal.  What  a  queftion,  “  Where  is  thy 
brother  ?”  put  by  God  himfelf  to  the  wretch  whofe 
hands  were  yet  reeking  with  his  blood  ?  W hat  heart, 
hardened  through  fin,  dictated  the  reply,  “  I  know 
not,  am  I  my  brother's  keeper  ?”  Is  this  the  eldeft  hope 
of  the  firft  human  pair  ?  Is  he  not  rather  the  firft- 
born  of  that  accurfed  being,  who  is  a  liar  and  a  mur¬ 
derer  from  the  beginning  ?  “  I  know  not Falfehood 
muff  be  called  in  to  cover  that  wickednefs  which  we 
are  affiamed  or  afraid  to  avow.  “  Am  I  my  brother’s 
keeper  ?”  How  dreadful  is  the  progrefs  of  vice !  How 
crime  leads  on  to  crime  !  Envy  begets  malice  ;  malice 
infpires  revenge ;  revenge  hurries  on  to  blood ;  blood- 
guiltinefs  feeks  ffielter  under  untruth,  and  untruth 
attempts  to  fupport  itfelf  by  infolence,  affurance,  and 
pride :  and  haughtinefs  of  fpirit  is  but  one  ftep  from 
delbrudion.  Ah,  little  do  men  know,  when  they  in¬ 
dulge  one  evil  thought,  or  venture  on  one  unwarrant¬ 
able  aQdon,  what  the  iffue  is  to  be  !  They  vainly  flat¬ 
ter  themfelves  it  is  in  their  power  to  flop  when  they 
pleafe.  But  paffion,  like  a  fiery  and  unmanageable  fteed 
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in  the  hands  of  an  unfkilful  rider,  by  one  inconfiderate 
ftroke  of  the  fpur,  may  be  excited  to  fuch  a  pitch  of 
fury,  as  no  Ikiil  can  tame,  no  force  reftrain  ;  but  both 
horfe  and  rider  are  hurried  together  down  the  preci¬ 
pice,  and  perifh  in  their  rage. 

The  milder,  and  more  indirect  admonitions  and  re¬ 
proofs  of  God’s  word  and  providence  being  mifunder- 
ftood,  flighted  or  defied,  juftice  is  concerned,  and 
neceflity  requires,  to  fpeak  in  plainer  language,  and 
to  bring  the  charge  direftly  home  :  and  that  feverity 
is  mod  awful,  which  was  preceded  by  gentlenefs, 
patience,  and  long-iuffering.  God  at  length  awakes 
to  vengeance  ;  “  and  he  laid,  What  haft  thou  done  ? 
The  voice  of  thy  brother’s  blood  crieth  unto  me  from 
the  ground.”  *  And  mark  how  every  creature  arms 
itfelf  in  the  caufe  of  God.  The  dead  earth  is  repre- 
fented  as  acquiring  fenfibility,  and  refufmg  to  cover 
blood  :  the  filent  ground  becomes  vocal,  and  loudly 
accufes  the  criminal :  the  (tones  of  the  field  are  at 
war  with  him  who  has  made  God  his  foe  :  nay,  the 
earth  is  made  not  only  the  accufer,  but  the  punifher 
of  the  guilty ;  for  this  new  trangreffion  it  falls  under 
a  heavier  curfe.  Adam  for  his  offence,  was  doomed 
to  eat  bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow  ;  was  doomed 
to  labour,  yet  to  labour  in  hope  of  increafe  ;  but  Cain 
fhall  fpend  his  ftrength  for  nought  and  in  vain.  The 
ground  (hall  prefent  greater  rigidity  to  the  hand  of  cul¬ 
tivation  :  (hall  caft  out  the  feed  thrown  into  it,  or  con- 
fume  and  deftroy  it ;  or  at  bed  produce  a  lean  and  fcanty 
crop.  Cain  and  the  earth  are  to  be  mutually  curfed 
to  each  other.  It  feems  to  tremble  under,  and  (brink 
from  the  feet  of  a  murderer ;  it  refufes  henceforth  to 
yield  unto  him  her  ftrength,  and  confiders  him  as  a 
monftrous,  milhapen  birth,  of  which  (he  is  afhamed, 
and  which  (he  wifhes  to  deftroy.  He  confiders  it  as 
an  unnatural  mother,  whom  no  pains  can  mollify,  no 
fubmilfion  reconcile.  “  A  fugitive  and  a  vagabond 
(halt  thou  be  in  the  earth.”  When  the  mind  is 

changed, 
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changed,  every  thing  changes  with  it :  when  a  man  is 
at  difcord  with  himfelf,  he  is  eternally  from  home* 
The  fpacious  world,  Cain's  hereditary  domain,  is  be¬ 
come  a  vaft  folitude  ;  of  a  home  is  turned  into  a  place 
of  exile*  The  perfon  whom  all  men  Ihun  is  every 
where  a  ilranger  ;  he  who  is  fmitten  of  his  own  con- 
fcience,  is  continually  furrounded  with  enemies. 

The  fame  principle  which  engages  men  in  criminal 
enterprifes,  in  the  hope  of  impunity,  throws  them 
into  defpair,  upon  the  denunciation  of  punifhment. 
As  they  formerly  expe&ed  much  higher  fatisfaftion. 
From  the  execution  of  their  wicked  purpofes,  than 
the  moll  fuccefsful  villany  ever  could  beflow ;  fo 
now,  their  own  guilty  minds  outrun  the  awards  of 
juftice  itfelf ;  and  the  awakened  confcience  does  am¬ 
ple  vengeance  upon  the  offender  at  length,  amply 
vindicates  the  caufe  both  of  God  and  man.  This  is 
ftrikingly  exemplified  in  the  cafe  of  Cain.  His  recent 
boldnefs  and  infolence  are  a  ftrong  contrail  to  his 
prefent  deje&ion  and  terror.  He  now  finks  under 
the  apprehenfion  of  intolerable  chaflifements,  and 
forebodes  greater  evils  than  his  fentence  denounced* 
His  banifhment  he  confiders  as  far  from  being  the 
greateft  of  the  calamities  of  his  condition  ;  he  feels 
himfelf  excluded,  hidden  from  the  gracious  prefence 
of  God ;  and  deferted  of  his  Maker,  liable  to  fall 
by  the  hand  of  every  aflailant.  But  God  remembers 
mercy  in  the  midft  of  anger  :  and  the  life  which  he 
himfelf  was  gracioully  pleafed  to  fpare,  no  one  elfe 
muft,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  prefume  to  take 
away.  He  only  who  can  beflow  life,  has  a  right  to 
difpofe  of  it. 

Ye  over-curious  inquirers,  who  mull  needs  be  in¬ 
formed  of  every  thing,  what  does  it  concern  you  to 
know,  by  what  mark  God  diflinguifhed  Cain,  to 
prevent  his  being  killed  by  any  one  who  might  take 
upon  himfelf  to  be  the  avenger  of  blood  ?  Speculation 
and  conjefture,  which  with  fome  pafs  for  illuftration 
and  knowledge,  are  not  the  objefts  of  thefe  exer- 
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cifes but  whatever  afiifts  faith,  .whatever  fupports  a 
found  morality,  whatever  conveys  real  information, 
infpires  a  tafle  for  goodnefs,  reprelfes  inordinate  and 
finful  defire;  whatever  teaches  gratitude  and  love  to 
God,  and  good-will  to  men,  that  we  would  carefully 
cbferve,  and  earneftly  inculcate.  As  it  is  no  part  of 
our  intention  to  wander  into  the  regions  of  fpecula- 
tion,  under  a  pretence  of  elucidating  the  facred  hif- 
tory,  it  is  ftill  lefs  fo,  to  enter  the  lifts  of  contro- 
verfy.  Your  Lecturer  has,  no  doubt,  his  opinions 
and  prejudices,  like  other  men  :  his  prejudices,  how¬ 
ever,  he  is  confident  to  fay,  are  on  the1  fide  of  truth, 
and  virtue,  and  religion  :  his  opinions,  he  has  no  in¬ 
clination  dogmatically  to  propofe  ;  he  neither  willies 
to  make  a  fecret  of  them,  nor  expects  any  one, 
much  lefs  the  world,  implicitly  to  adopt  them.  He 
is  confcious  of  a  defire  to  do  good ;  not  over  anxious 
about  fame ;  happy  in  the  affection  of  many  friends,, 
and  unconfcious  of  having  given  caufe  to  any  good 
man  to  be  his  enemy.  Forgive  a  digreffion,  fug- 
gefted  by  the  occafion,  not  rambled  into  through  de- 
fign ;  proceeding,  not  from  the  defire  a  man  has  to 
fpeak  of  himfelf,  but  from  a  wilh,  by  doing  it  once 
for  all,  to  cut  oft'  all  future  occafion  of  fpeaking  in, 
or  of  the  firft  perfon.  We  return  to  the  hiftory. 

“  It  lhall  come  to  pafs,”  fays  guilty,  trembling 
Cain,  44  that  every  one  that  findeth  me  lhall  flay  me.” 
This  is  one  of  the  many  paffages  of  fcripture,  which 
the  enemies  of  religion  have  laid  hold  of,  and  held 
forth,  as  contradi&ory  to  other  parts  of  revelation, 
in  the  view  of  invalidating  and  deftroying  the  whole. 
Here,  they  allege,  Mofes  is  inconfiftent  with  himfelf 
in  deriving  the  whole  human  race  from  the  common 
root  of  Adam,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuppofing  the 
world  fo  populous  at  the  time  of  Abel’s  murder,  as 
to  excite  in  Cain  a  well  grounded  apprehenfion  of 
the  public  refentment  and  punillnnent  of  his  crimes. 
Either,  fay  they,  there  were  other  men  and  women 
created  at  the  fame  time  with,  or  before  Adam  and 
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Eve  ;  or  elfe  Cairi’s  fears  are  groundlefs  and  abfurd. 
A  ‘learned  and  ingenious  critic  has  taken  the  trouble 
to  refute  this  objection,  by  inftituting  a  calculation 
founded  on  obvious  probabilities  at  leaft,  by  which  it 
appears,  that  at  the  time  of  Abel’s  murder,  the 
world  was  fufficiently  peopled,  on  the  Molaic  luppo- 
fition.  That  all  mankind  del'cended  from  Adam,  to 
render  the  public  juftice  an  objeft  of  well  grounded 
apprehenlion  to  guilty  Cain.  W e  pretend  not  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  calculation  of  a  modern  author  is  a 
demonftration  of  a  fact  fo  remote  :  if  it  be  probable, 
it  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe,  that  of  doing  away 
one  of  the  cavils  of  infidelity.  The  birth  of  Seth  is 
fixed,  by  the  hiftory,  in  the  one  hundred  and  thir¬ 
tieth  year  of  Adam :  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to 
place  the  death  of  Abel  two  years  earlier,  or  near  it ; 
that  is,  in  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  year 
of  the  world.  “  Now  though  we  fhould  luppofe,” 
fays  the  calculator,*  “  that  Adam  and  Eve  had  no 
other  fons  in  the  year  of  the  world  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  but  Cain  and  Abel,  it  mull  be  allowed 
that  they  had  daughters,  who  might  early  marry 
with  thofe  two  fons.  I  require  no  more  than  the' 
defeendants  of  tllefe  two,  to  make  a  very  confiderable 
number  of  men  upon  the  earth,  in  the  faid  year  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight*  For  fuppofing  them  to 
have  been  married  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  the 
world,  they  might  eafily  have  had  each  of  them  eight 
children  in  the  twenty-fifth  year.  In  twenty-five 
years  more,  the  fiftieth  of  the  world,  their  defeend¬ 
ants  in  a  direfl:  line  would  be  fixty-four  perfons.  In 
the  feventy-fifth  year,  at  the  fame  rate,  they  would 
amount  to  five  hundred  and  twelve.  In  the  one 
hundredth  year,  to  four  thoufand  and  ninety-fix : 
and  in  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  year,  to 
thirty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty-eight.” 
Now,  if  to  this  calculation  we  add,  the  high  degree 
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of  probability  that  Adam  had  many  more  fons,  befides 
thofe  mentioned  in  the  record j  that  families  were 
generally  more  numerous  than  the  fuppofition  flates ; 
that  fimple  manners,  rural  employments,  tempera* 
ture  of  climate,  and  largenefs  of  room,  are  circum- 
flances  inconceivably  more  favourable  to  population, 
than  modern  fads,  and  European  cuftoms  give  us 
any  idea  of,  we  fhall  have  no  reafon  to  think  it 
ftrange,  that  Cain,  under  the  preffure  of  confcious 
guilt,  and  harrowed  with  fear,  which  always  both 
multiplies  and  magnifies  objects,  far  beyond  their  real 
number  and  fize,  fhould  be  alarmed  and  intimidated 
at  the  numbers  of  mankind,  who,  he  fuppofed,  were 
ready,  and  were  concerned  to  execute  vengeance  up¬ 
on  him.  “  He  went  out,”  the  hiftory  informs  us, 
“  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord.”  Some  interpreters 
have,  from  this  expreffion,  concluded,  that  even  after 
the  fall,  God  continued  to  refide  among  men,  in 
fome  facred  fpot  adjoining  to  Eden,  and  in  fome 
fenfible  tokens  of  his  gracious  prefence  :  that  thither 
gifts  and  facrifices  were  brought,  and  were  there  of¬ 
fered  up ;  and  that  from  thence,  Cain,  for  his  hein¬ 
ous  tranfgreffion,  was  banilhed,  and  excluded  from 
the  fociety  and  privileges  of  the  faithful.  Whatever 
be  in  this,  we  know  for  certain  that  wicked  men 
naturally  lhun  God,  and  drive  him  as  far  from  their 
thoughts  as  they  can :  and  in  the  phrafe  of  fcripture, 
God  is  faid  to  “  hide  his  face”  from  wicked  men, 
««  to  turn  his  back”  upon  them,  “  to  give  them  up,” 
to  denote  his  difpleafure  with  them.  “  And  he 
dwelt,”  it  is  added,  in  the  land  of  Nod.”  It  is 
the  fame  word  which  is  rendered  in  the  twelfth  and 
fourteenth  verfes,  a  vagabond.  Why  our  tranflators, 
in  the  two  former  verfes,  give  the  meaning,  or  import 
of  the  word,  and  in  the  fixteenth  verfe  the  letters  of 
it  merely,  is  not  eafily  comprehenfible.  Let  it  be 
tranjlated  throughout,  the  fenfe  is  perfectly  clear,  and 
all  ground  of  idle  inquiry  taken  away.  In  the 
twelfth  verfe,  God  denounces  his  punilhment,  Thou 
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fhalt  not  die,  but  be  Nod,  a  vagabond  in  the  earth. 
In  the  fourteenth  verfe,  Cain  recognifes  the  juftice 
of  his  fentence,  and  bewails  it ;  “  I  lhall  be  Nod ,  a 
vagabond  in  the  earth”  And  in  the  fifteenth,  Mofes 
gives  us  the  hiftory  of  its  being  put  in  execution, 

«  he  went  out  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 
dwelt  in  the  land  of  Nod”  a  vagabond  flying  from 
place  to  place,  {hulking  in  corners,  fhunnmg  the 
haunts  of  men,  purfued  incefiantly  by  the  lemorfeful 
pangs,  and  tormenting  apprehenfions  of  an  ill  con- 
fcience.  Though  you  remove  ail  external  danger, 
yet  66  the  wicked  is  as  the  troubled  fea,  which  cannoc 
reft,  whofe  waters  caft  up  mire  and  dirt :  9  he  is 
major  miffabib,”  a  terror  to  himielf.  To  live  in 
perpetual  fear,  to  live  at  diftord  with  a  man  s  felf,  L 

not  to  live  at  all.  #  . 

The  pofterity  of  Cain  are  reprefented,  in  fcripture, 

as  the  firft  to  build  a  city.  The  mutual  fears  and 
wants  of  men  drive  them  into  fociety ;  put  them 
upon  railing  bulwarks,  devifing  reftraints,  cultivating 
the  arts  which  afford  the  means  of  defence  againft 
attacks  from  without,  or  which  amufe  and  divert  with¬ 
in.  The  invention  of  mufic,  and  of  manufactures  in 
brafs  and  iron,  are,  accordingly,  likewife  aferibed  to 
his  defeendants.  When  men  are  got  together  in  great 
multitudes,  as  their  different  talents  will  naturally  whet 
each  other  to  the  invention  of  new  arts  of  life,  and 
the  cultivation  of  fcience ;  fo  their  various  paflions, 
mingling  with,  and  aCting  upon  one  another,  will 
neceffarily  produce  unheard-of  diforders  and  irregu¬ 
larities.  Hence,  in  Enoch ,  the  city  ol'  Cain,  and  in 
Lantech ,  the  fixth  from  Cain,  we  firft  read  of  that 
invafion  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  polygamy ,  or  the 
marrying  more  wives  than  one.  In  a  great  city,  as 
there  will  be  many  who  omit  doing  their  duty  alto¬ 
gether,  fo  there  will  be  fome,  who  will  take  upon 
them  to  do  more  than  duty  prelcribes.  The  unvary¬ 
ing  nearnefs,  or  equality  which  Providence  has  pre¬ 
served  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  of  male  and 
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female  births,  is  full  demonftration,  independent  of 
all  ftatute  law,  that  the  Governor  of  the  world  means 
every  man  to  have  his  own  wife,  and  every  woman 
her  own  hulband ;  that  to  negleft  his  intention  in 
this  matter,  is  an  attempt  to  counteract  his  provi¬ 
dence  ;  and  that  to  outrun  it  is  an  effort,  equally 
vain,  prefumptuous,  wicked,  and  abfurd,  to  mend 
his  work. 

How  long  Cain  lived,  and  when,  or  where,  and  in 
what  manner  he  died,  we  have  no  information.  And 
little  fatisfa&ion  can  it  yield,  to  attend  the  footfteps 
of  a  wicked  and  unhappy  man,  through  a  life  of 
guilt  and.remorfe,  to  a  latter  end  of  horror.  Better 
for  him  he  had  never  been  born,  than  to  have  lived 
a  forrow  to  her  that  bare  him,  detefted  and  fhunned 
of  all  men,  “  a  fugitive  and  a  vagabond  in  the  earth/* 
a  burthen  and  a  terror  to  himfelf.  Better  for  him 
his  name  had  never  been  mentioned  among  poflerity, 
than  to  have  it  tranfmitted  to  lateft  generations,  ftained 
with  a  brother’s  blood.  But  it  is  of  high  importance 
to  know,  that  God,  in  his  good  time,  fupplied  the 
place  of  righteous  Abel,  preferred  alive  the  holy 
feed,  and  fecured  a  fucceffion,  which  fliould  at  length 
terminate  in  that  “  promifed  feed,”  who  was  “  to 
bruife  the  ferpent’s  head,”  who  was  to  deflroy  thq 
works  of  the  devil.”  And  Adam  knew  his  wife 
again :  and  fhe  bare  a  fon,  and  called  his  name  Seth ; 
for  God,  faid  fhe,  hath  appointed  me  another  feed, 
inftead  of  Abel,  whom  Cain  flew.”  . 

This  wicked  man’s  hiftory  is  a  loud  admonition  to 
all,  to  watch  over  their  fpirits ;  and  carefully  to 
guard  againft  the  firft  emotions  of  envy,  anger, 
hatred,  contempt,  malice,  or  revenge.  And  the 
words  of  jefus  Chrift  confirm  and  enforce  the  folemn 
warning,*  u  I  fay  unto  you,  that  whofoever  is  angry 
with  his  brother  without  a  caufe,  fhall  be  in  danger 
of  the  judgment ;  and  whofoever  fhall  fay  unto  his 
brother,  Raca,  fhall  be  in  danger  of  the  council : 
but  whofoever  fhall  fay,  Thou  fool,  fhall  be  in  danger 
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of  hell  fire.  Therefore,  if  thou  bring  thy  gift  to  the 
altar  and  there  remembered  that  thy  brother  hath 
amrht  againft  thee  ;  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the 
altar,  and  go  thy  way  ;  firft  be  reconciled  to  thy 
brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  thy  glib 

Hold  thy  bloody  hand,  fon,  daughter  of  murder¬ 
ous  Cain  !  Why  fhould  a  brother,  a  filler  fall  by  it ! 
That  furious  look  is  a  dagger ;  that  unkind  word  has 
made  the  blood,  the  heart’s  blood  to  follow  it. 
Daughter  of  murderous  Cain  !  A  female  hand  armed 
with  a  fword,  lifted  up  to  flay,  dipped  in  blood. 
No,  fhe  wields  a  more  deadly  weapon,  lhe  brandn  ie> 
an  envenomed  tongue  :  poifon  more  fatal  than  that 
of  afps  is  under  her  lips  ;  it  is  not  the  body  that  fui- 
fers,  when  that  unruly  member  moves ;  it  is  the 
fpirit,  it  is  the  fpir.it  that  bleeds  :  the  man  dies,  and 
fees  not  who  it  was  that  hurt  him  ;  he  perilhes  in  the 
befl  part  of  himfelf,  his  good  name  is  blafted  ;  ana 
what  has  he  left  worth  poflefling  ?  The  fight  of  a  little 
material  blood  makes  her  faint :  a  dead  corpfe  terrifies 
and  (hocks  her but  fhe  can  calmly,  and  with  delight, 
fit  down  to  that  horrid  human  facrifice,  a  murdered, 

mangled  reputation !  .  . 

But  the  hiflory,  alfo,  in  its  connexion,  mfpires 
holy  joy  and  confidence  in  God,  by  reprefenting  the 
.conit  ant,  feafonable,  and  fuitable  interpofitions  ot 
his  providence,  according  to  the  various  exigencies 
of  mankind.  Devils  and  wicked  men  are  continually 
aiming  at  defacing  his  image,  at  marring  his  work  ; 
but  they  cannot  prevail.  The  purpofes  of  the  divine 
jwifdom  and  mercy  are  not  to  be  defeated  by  the 
united  efforts  of  earth  and  hell.  Abel  dies,  but  Seth 
Harts  up  in  his  room.  Jefus  expires  on  the  crofs, 
but  “  through  death  deflroys  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.”  “  Surely,  O  Lord,  the 
wrath  of  man  fliall  praife  thee,  and  the  remainder  of 
wratlj  thou  flialt  reftrain.” 

*  Matt.  v.  22,  23,  24.  - 
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GENESIS  V.  24. 

And  Enoch  walked  with  God,  and  he  was  not ;  for  God 

took  him * 

The  regular  and  uniform  dominion  of  the  laws 
of  nature,  or  the  occafional  fufpenfion  and  alteration 
of  them,  are  equally  a  proof  of  the  being  and  provi¬ 
dence  of  God.  Whether  the  fun  with  uninterrupted 
Ipeed  continues  to  perform  his  daily  and  annual 
courfe ;  or  whether  he  “  ftands  ftill  in  Gibeon,”  or 
“  goes  back  on  the  dial  of  Ahaz  ;”  the  interpofition 
of  the  Moft  High  is  equally  apparent,  and  equally  to 
be  adored.  And  why  may  not  He,  who  “  has  ap¬ 
pointed  unto  all  men,  once  to  die,”  in  order  to 
make  his  power  known,  and  his  goodnefs  felt,  ex¬ 
hibit  here  and  there  an  illuftrious  exemption  from  the 
power  of  the  grave,  and  thereby  vindicate  his  fove- 
reign  rights  as  the  great  arbiter  and  difpofer  of  life 
and  death. 

To  fallen  Adam  it  was  denounced,  “  Duft  thou 
art,  and  to  duft  thou  fhalt  return ;”  by  one  man 
*6  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin,  and 
fo  death  paffed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have 
finned :”  But,  behold  the  mortal  fentence  is  re¬ 
mitted  in  favour  of  Enochs  the  feventh  from  Adam 
behold  the  order  of  nature  is  altered,  the  decree  of 
Heaven  is  difpenfed  with  ;  he  is  44  tranflated  without 
tailing  of  death.”  TVhen  an  event,  fo  entirely  out 
of  courfe,  takes  place,  it  is  natural,  and  not  un¬ 
profitable,  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  it ;  for  when 
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the  iffue  is  Angular  and  uncommon,  we  juftly  con* 
dude  that  the  circumftances  which  led  to  it,  were 
likewife  Angular  and  uncommon.  The  holy  fcriptures 
afford  us,  but  fparingly,  materials  for  a  life,  which 
concluded  fo  very  differently  from  that  of  other  men  ; 
but  what  they  have  furnilhed,  is  linking  and  in- 

ftru&ive.  ,  ,  , 

The  venerable  father  of  the  human  race  had  now 

himfelf  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  The  curfe  of  the 
broken  law  had  been  feen  and  felt  in  the  unnat¬ 
ural  and  premature  death  of  Abel ;  and  was  at  lengt 
infli&ed,  in  the  departure  of  Adam,  at  the  mature  age 
of  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years.  The  events  which 
had  hitherto  taken  place  from  the  fall,  were  fo  many 
fucceffive  demonftrations  ot  the  jujlice  or  God  ;  un  er 
the  weight  of  which,  men  were,  one  alter  another, 
finking  into  the  grave.  All  that  mercy  had  as  yet  done, 
was  to  grant  a  reprieve  of  forfeited  life  and  dean, 
though  delayed  to  the  thoufandth  year,  is  Ihll  bitter- 
nefs  in  the  end.  We  may  reafonably  fuppofe  the 
faithful  themfelves  to  have  been  overwhelmed  at  the 
fight  of  fo  many  vials  of  wrath,  poured  out  Irom  time  ^ 
to  time  on  their  guilty  race :  and  that  they  were  in¬ 
capable  of  difcovering  the  promifes  of  favour  and  tri¬ 
umph,  of  life  and  immortality,  through  the  obfcure  veil 
of  that  promife,  “  the  feed  of  the  woman  {hall  bruffe 
the  head  of  the  ferpent.”  The  facnAce  of  Abe  in¬ 
deed  difcovered  a  faith  in  God,  which  raffed  th efprit 
above  the  fear  and  the  ftroke  of  death  ;  and  goo 
men  like  him,  would  be  led  in  their  dying  moments, 
with  holy  conAdence  and  joy,  to  commit  then  uepai  t- 
ing  fouls  to  God,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator  ;  but. the 
body  evidently  returned  to  its  duft,  fullered  corruption, 
and  was  diffolved.  Religion  accordingly  furnilhe  , 
as  yet,  but  imperfeftly,  one  of  the  moil  powerful 
motives  which  it  propofes  to  bring  men  unto  God, 
as  “  the  rewarder  of  all  them  that  diligently  leek  him. 
But  at  length  he  vouchfafes  to  unveil  the  mvmble 
world  j  and  fliews  it  to  be  poflible  “  foi  i 
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blood  to  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.55  Within  fifty, 
ieven  years  from  the  time  that  Adam  was  laid  in  the 
.  Ui  ’  noch,  without  undergoing  that  change,  pafles 
immediately  into  the  prefence  and  paradife  of  God. 
And  thus  there  was  placed  before  the  eyes  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  world,  in  that  early  period,  an  an- 
iicipated  view  and  example  of  the  final  victory  which 
the  Mefliah  was  at  lafi:  to  obtain  over  death,  and  all 
the  other  enemies  of  man’s  falvation. 

Enoch,  however  illuftrious  and  diftinguilhed  in  his 
.latter  end,  as  well  as  by  the  fuperior  fanCtity  of  his 
ife,  came  into  the  world  in  the  uftial  manner,  and 
fulfilled  the  duties  of  the  ordinary  relations  of  human 
life,  while  he  continued  in  it.  One  great  branch  of 
.holy  walking  with  God,  is  ufeful  walking  among  men. 
Having,  to  the  proper  period,  lived  in  the  obedience 
and  fubjeclion  of  a  fon,  he  in  due  time  becomes  the 
mailer  of.  a  family  and  a  father  ;  for  Methufelah  was 
born  to  him  in  the  fixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  a  period 
eailier  than  that  at  which  any  of  the  patriarchs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  record,  became  a  parent,  except  his 
grandfather  filahalaleeL  It  is  not  the  religion  of 
God,  wthich  withdrawn  or  excludes  men  from  fociety  * 
and  teaches  difrefpect  to  the  fecular  deftinations  of 
providence,  or  the  relative  obligations  and  connex¬ 
ions  of  life.  No,  it  is  the  religion  of  Satan,  which 
would  xeprefent  as  impure,  what  God  declares  pure, 
and  permits  to  all,  enjoins  upon  all ;  it  is  “  a  reduc¬ 
ing  fpirit,  and  a  doctrine  of  devils,55  which  forbids  to 
marry,  which  God  hath  created  to  be  received  with 
thankfgiving  of  them  who  believe  and  know  the 
truth.55 .  What,  is  a  wretched  folitary  monk  in  his 
cell  holier  than  Enoch,  the  father  of  a  numerous  fam¬ 
ily,  who  pleafed  God,  fo  as  to  be  rewarded  with  ex¬ 
emption  from  death,  and  with  immediate  admiffion  in¬ 
to  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?  He  who  lives  unconnect¬ 
ed,  wilfully  contracts  his  fphere  of  being  ufeful,  and 
of  doing  good ;  he  wickedly  hides  his  talent  in  the 
ground  :  he  robs  God,  his  country,  and  his  kindred, 
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of  fervices  which  they  have  a  juft  right  to  expect  from 

hi: Aeain,  this  holy  man  deferves  our  notice,  as  one 
of  the  great  anceftors  of  the  human  race  ;  as  a  m«c  m 
the  mighty  chain' of  providence,  which  was  grauudny 
bringing  on  that  eventful  period,  that  filin'*  of  time, 
when  “'the  firft-born  among  many  brethren  lax.  m 
order  of  fucceffion,  but  firft  in  dignity,  fhoulu  come 
for  our  falvation.  Enoch  was  born  in  they  ef  i  of  the 

world  fix  hundred  and  twenty-two.  Aoam  cnul  i  ) 

feven  years  before  his  tranflation.  Of  coniequence 
they  were  contemporaries,  or  lived  togeniei,  ior  no 
lefs  a  period  than  three  hundred  and  eight  years, 
Adam’s  whole  ftock  of  natural  and  divine  knowledge 
might  accordingly  have  been,  and  moft  probably  was 
communicated,  byword  of  mouth,  to  Enoch,  m  o 
long  a  courfe  of  years :  and  much  did  lie  profit  by  a 
communication  fo  important.  And  this,  y  t  .e  way , 
inftrufts  us  in  one  final  caufe  of  the  longevity  or  the 
patriarchs  in  the  antediluvian  world.  As  there  was 
then  no  written  word,  no  transferable  record  ox  divine 
truth,  all  religious  knowledge  muft  have  been  great  > 
marred  and  impaired,  if  not  entirely  loft,  m  the  rapid 
lapfe  of  generations,  reduced  to  the  prefent  mor  . 
ftandard  of  half  a  century.  But  God  gracioufly 
lengthened  out  life  then  to  many  centuries  ;  whereby 
'the  father  was  enabled  to  inftrud  his  pofterityo  the 
feventh  or  eighth  generation,  in  the  things  which  he 
himfelf  had  received  immediately  from  tne  mountain 
of  all  truth  and  knowledge.  Thus  are  tne  unpenla- 
tions  of  Providence  fuited  to.  the  neceffities  ol  _  man¬ 
kind  :  thus  can  God  remedy  every  mconvemency, 
and  make  up  every  defied,  in  a  way  peculiar  to  mm- 
felf.  But  to  proceed, 

'  Enoch  was  an  illuftrious  perfon,  not  only  in  tin. 
church,  but  among  the  heathen.  Eufebiu.s,  the  fa¬ 
mous  ecclefiaftical  hiftorian,  who  flou rimed  and 
in  the  fourth  century  of  the  chriftian  era,  quotes 
Eupolemus,  a  heathen  author  of  credit,  as  affirming, 
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tint  the  Babylonians  confider  Enoch  as  the  author  of 
their  aftrology  ;  and  allege,  that  he  is  the  fame  who 
is  called  Atlas  by  the  Greeks,  who,  from  his  profound 
ikill  m  natural  objeds,  and  particularly  from  his  dif- 
coveries  in  aftronomy,  was  hyperbolically  faid  to  fuf- 
tain  the  heavens  on  his  fhoulders.  The  expreftion, 
“  Enoch  walked  with  God,”  is,  in  conformity  to’ 
this  opinion,  interpreted  of  his  clofe  and  intenfe  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  ftudy  of  nature,  and  of  the  great  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  public  flock  of  acquired  knowledge, 
which  he  made,  in  confequence  of  it.  That  this  may 
warrantably  be  luppofed  to  conflitute  one  branch  of 
“  walking  with  God”  we  are  not  difpofed  to  deny. 
The  ftudy  of  nature  is  honourable,  pleafing,  and  im¬ 
proving,  and  “  the  invifible  things  of  God”  may  be 
clearly  traced  in  “  the  things  that  are  made.”  But 
had  Enoch  been  merely  a  great  naturalift,  a  fagacious 
altronomer,  or  a  profound  foothfayer,  he  had  not  been 
tranfmitted  to  future  generations  by  a  diftinclion  fo 
honourable  and  fo  uncommon  ;  nor  had  his  hiftory 
merited  fo  much  of  your  attention  as  has  already 
been  beftowed  upon  it.  Whether  he  was  an  adept  in 
the  fcienee  of  nature  or  not,  we  know,  upon  the  bell 
authority,  that  he  was  a  great  “  prophet ;”  for  Jude, 
the  fervant  of  Jefus  Chrift,  in  his  general  epiftle, 
quotes  him  in  that  quality,  in  thefe  words :  “  Enoch 
alfo  the  feventh  from  Adam,  prophefied  of  thefe,  fay¬ 
ing,  Behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thoufands  of 
hi's!  faints,  to;  execute  judgment  upon  all,  and  to 
convince  all  that  are  ungodly  among  them,  of  their 
ungodly  deeds,  which  they  have  ungodly  committed, 
and  of  all  their  hard  fpeeches,  which  ungodly  finners 
have  fpoken  againft  him.”*  Now  it  is  no  bufmefs 
of  mine  to  inquire  in  what  record  Jude  found  this 
prophecy  of  Enoch ;  it  is  fufficient  for  my  purpofe 
that  an  apoftle  of  the  Lord  delivers  it  as  fuch.  Our 
purpofe,  is  not  to  anfwer  the  objections,  and  refute 
the  cavils  of  unbelievers,  but,  humbly  to  attempt  to 
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illuftrate,  enforce,  and  apply  fcripture  truth,  to  thofe 
who  receive  the  bible  as  the  word  of  God ;  as  the 
Cuide  of  their  faith,  the  fouroe  of  their  hope,  and  the 
rule  of  their  life.  From  the  prophecy  itlelf,  it  is  of 
importance  to  obferve  how  early,  and  how  powerful¬ 
ly  the  do&rine  of  a  judgment  to  come  was  taught  to 
the  world.  How  clearly  do  thofe  men  difcern,  whofe 
eyes  are  opened  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God !  How 
vaft  and  how  profound  mull  that  intelligence  be, 
which  can  communicate,  even  to  man,  the  foreknowl¬ 
edge  of  events  the  molt  remote ;  which  revealed  to 
Enoch,  in  the  very  infancy  of  the  world,  the  awful 
day  of  its  diffolution  ! 

In  this  holy  man  it  is  apparent,  that  the  grace  of 
God’s  Spirit  accompanied  his  gifts ;  the  lpirit  of 
prophecy  blended  with  the  fpirit  of  faith,  and  love, 
and  of  a  found  mind.”  Not  like  Balaam,  who  faw  in 
prohetic  vifion,  the  ftar  of  Jacob  arifing,  but  in  unbe¬ 
lief  fhut  his  eyes  againft  its  light ;  who  defcried 
things  to  come  by  the  infpiration  of  the  living  God ; 
but  fottilhly  yielded  homage  to  them  who  are  no 
gods  ;  who  lived  a  prophet,  but  died  an  idolater  1  not 
like  Caiaphas,  who,  following  the  impulfe  of  his  own 
paffions,  and  governed  by  the  prejudice  of  a  blinded 
mind,  uttered  a  truth  which  he  was  not  aware  of ; 
Humbled  on  a  prediction  which  he  was  unknowingly, 
undefignedly  helping  to  fulfil :  but  Enoch,  imprelTed 
with  the  folemn  truth  which  he  preached  to  others, 
daily  improved  by  it  himfelf.  How  apt  are  men  to 
err  in  this  refpect !  They  earneftly  covet  the  gifts, 
which  are  difpenfed  but  to  a  few,  and  are  not  always 
fanftified  to  the  pofieflor  ;  while  they  are  carelefs . 
about  the  graces  which  God  is  ever  ready  to  beftow 
upon  all,  and  which  always  accompany  falvation. 
Let  me  polfefs,  O  God,  an  humble  and  a  charitable 
fpirit,  though  with  the  fimplicity  of  a  child,  rather  than 
“  fpeak  with  the  tongue  of  men  or  of  angels,”  and 
be  deftitute  of  it. 

This 
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This  leads  us  to  the  interefting,  important,  and  in- 
ftructive  part  of  Enoch’s  hiftory,  namely,  his  moral  and 
religious  character,  expreflfed  in  thefe  few  but  com- 
prehenfive  words,  cc  Enoch  walked  with  God.3’  Ev¬ 
ery  thing  elfe  is  tranfitory  and  fading.  Youthful  vig¬ 
our  and  beauty  are  but  the  fhort-lived  flowers  of  the 
fpring,  which  die  as  foon  as  they  are  born ;  the  hon¬ 
ourable  diftin&ions  of  this  world  are  bubbles  of  emp¬ 
ty  air,  which  burfl:  in  a  moment,5  and  difappear  for¬ 
ever  ;  fcientific  refearches  and  difcoverles,  are  only  the 
amufements  ,of  children,  who  know  but  in  part,  and 
lee  asr  “  in  a  glafs  darkly  :33  but  holy  walking  with' 
God  is  the  honourable  employment  of  a  man  :  it  is 
a  permanent  and  perennial  fource  of  fatisfaclion  ;  it  is 
the  efience  of  life  j  the  cure  of  pain  ;  the  conqueror 
tif  death  ;  the  gate  of  immortality  ;  it  is  heaven  upon 
earth.  And  wherein  does  it  confift  ?  66  Can  two  walk 
together,  except  they  be  agreed  ?”  No.  Walking 
with  God  muft  therefore  commence  in  reconciliation 
to  God :  and  fcripture  knows,  acknowledges,  teaches 
no  other  way  of  reconciliation  but  one.  And  the 
facred  commentator  on  the  paffage  and  character  un¬ 
der  review,  lays  down  this  great  leading  principle  of 
religion,  as  the  foundation  of  Enoch’s  holy  converfa- 
tion,  and  of  the  honours  which  he  of  confequence  at¬ 
tained — By  faith  Enoch  was  tfanflated,>  that  ho 
fhould  not  fee  death,  and  was  not  found,  becaufe  God 
had  tranflated  him  :  for  before  his  tranflation  he  had 
this  teftimony,  that  he  pleafed  God.  But  without 
faith  it  is  impoflibie  to  pleafe  him  :  for  he  that  cometh 
to  God,  mull  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  re¬ 
warder  of  them  that  diligently  feek  him.”*  Now,  in 
every  age  of  the  world,  faith  has  but  one  and  the  fame 
objeft.  From  Abel  down  to  the  youngeft  of  the 
prophets,  and  from  the  fifherman  who  left  his  nets, 
and  his  worldly  all  to  follow  Jefus,  to  the  end  of 
time,  the  being,  the  nature,  and  the  will  of  God  have 
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been,  and  can  be,  favingly  known,  and  the  mercy  of 
GodVavingly  embraced,  only  through  a  Mediator. 

On  this  foundation,  what  a  fuperftrufture  of  holi- 
nefs  may  be  railed  !  What  gratitude,  love,  fubmiffion, 
and  obedience  to  God !  What  complacency  and  de¬ 
light  in  him  !  What  kindnefsjeompaffion,  forbearance, 
beneficence,  and  charity  towards  men  !  What  gcntle- 
nefs,  meeknefs,  purity,  peace ;  to  adorn,  to  com  pole, 
to  tranquilize,  to  blefs  the  man  himfelf !  What  con- 
ftancy,  perfeverance,  uniformity,  increale  in  goodriefs  ! 
What  venerability  as  a  patriarch  !  What  dignity  as  a 
fovereign  !  What  fan&ity  as  a  prieft !  What  relpe&a- 
bility  as  a  hulband,  a  father,  a  mailer  !  What  utility 
as  a  pattern  and  example!  And  fuch  an  one  was 
Enoch  ;  thus  he  lived  and  walked  with  God ;  and 
thus  efcaped  death,  that  end  of  ail  men  :  “  lie  was 
not,  for  God  took  him.”  This  is  the  laid  memorable 
particular  of  his  hiltory.  About  the  import  of  the 
words  we  can  be  at  no  lofs,  after  the  apollle  has  ex¬ 
plained  them,  by  his  being  “  tranllated  that  he  Ihouhl 
not  fee  death.”  With  the  manner  of  that  tranflation- 
we  have  nothing  to  do,  as  feripture  is  filent.  If  God 
intended  it  to  be  a  public  admonition  or  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  men  of  that  generation,  we  may  reft  af- 
fured  he  gave  full  and  fatisfaflory  evidence  concerning 
it.  That  he  meant  it  to  afford  univerfal  and  everlaft- 
ing  inftruction  to  mankind,  it  is  impolfible  to  doubt, 
from  his  giving  it  fo  honourable  and  fo  diftinguillied 
a  place  in  his  word.  And  what  is  the  inftrudtion 
which  it  adminifters  to  the  world  ?  Simply  this,  that 
a  life  of  faith  and  holinefs  is  but  one  remove  from  glo¬ 
ry  :  that  heaven  defeended  to  earth,  will  quickly  raife 
men  from  earth  to  heaven  :  that  death  either  averted, 
or  overcome  and  deftroyed,  will  at  length  open  a-paf- 
fage  to  perfect  union  with  God  and  enjoyment  of 
him.  Why  Ihould  I  detain  you,  to  relate  the  dreams 
of  vifionaries,  and  the  fables  of  impoltors,  reflecting 
the  manner  in  which  God  difpofed  of  Enoch  al  ter  his 
affumption  ?  There  is  no  edification,  and  indeed  but: 
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little  amufement,  in  the  bold  fictions  of  a  Mahomet, 
or  the  wild  conjectures  of  a  Jewifh  Rabbin.  We  ac¬ 
knowledge  no  other  paradife,  or  habitation  of  the 
bleffed,  but  that  reprefented  in  fcripture,  as  the  place 
where  God  gives  the  brighteft  evidences  of  his  gra¬ 
cious  prefence,  and  communicates  his  glory  in  full 
fplendour.  That,  to  which  jefus  on  the  crofs  prom- 
ifed  to  conduCt  the  penitent  thief.  That  which  Paul 
Calls  the  third  heaven  :  and  which  in  other  places  of 
the  bible  is  denominated  heaven  limply  and  by  way 
of  excellency.  Thither  was  Enoch  taken  ;  thither 
alfo  did  Elijah,  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  years  afterwards,  mount  on  a  chariot  of  fire,  and 
the  wings  of  a  whirlwind  ;  and  finally,  thither  at 
length,  in  placid  majefty,  afcended  the  Captain  of  our 
falvation,  “  leading  captivity  captive.’5 

Thus,  in  each  of  the  three  great  periods  of  the 
church,  was  exhibited  an  inflance  of  a  man  taken  up 
into  heaven,  body  and  fpirit,  as  a  fupport  and  encour¬ 
agement  to  the  hope  of  believers,  of  attaining  the  fame 
felicity.  Enoch  before  the  law  was  given  ;  Elijah  un¬ 
der  the  legal  economy  ;  and  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Saviour 
of  men,  under  the  evangelical  difpenfation.  And 
God,  in  conducting  thefe  events,  has  gradually  dif- 
clofed  life  and  immortality,  from  the  dawning  of  the 
morning  light,  to  the  full  glory  of  meridian  fplen¬ 
dour.  It  was  a  foothing,  and  an  animating  fpeCtacle 
for  the  faithful  of  the  firft  world  to  fee  a  good  man 
vanifh  away,  and  after  living  his  period  on  earth,  in 
piety,  purity,  and  peace,  lodged,  not  in  a  tomb,  but 
in  the  bofom  of  God.  It  was  yet  a  flronger  prefump- 
tion  of  immortality,  to  thofe  who  lived  in  the  fecond 
period,  to  fee  the  heavens  opened  for  the  reception 
of  one  of  their  prophets ;  and  celeftial  minifters  in 
flaming  fire,  not  of  anger,  but  of  love,  fent  to  con¬ 
duct  him  to  the  place  of  the  bleffed.  But  it  is  a  dem- 
onftration  to  chriftians,  and  indeed  the  earned:  and 
pledge  of  their  inheritance,  to  fee  the  great  Author 
and  Finifher  of  their  faith,  gradually  and  majeftically 
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rifing  through  thofe  vaft  regions  which  feparate  earth 
from  heaven  ;  and  to  hear  the  church  triumphant 
fummoning  the  gates  of  the  palace  of  glory  to  be  open¬ 
ed,  to  receive  the  King  of  Glory,  on  his  coming  to  pre¬ 
pare  manfions  of  blifs  for  their  reception,  when  the  days 
of  their  probation  are  ended.  “  Such  an  High  Prieft 
became  us,  who  is  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  feparate 
from  finners,  and  made  higher  than  the  heavens.” 

Enoch,  Elijah,  and  Chrift,  in  certain  views,  can  be 
compared  only  with  each  other ;  but  in  all  things,  he 
muff  have  the  pre-eminence.  They  prophefied  through 
the  power  and  virtue  of  the  fpirit  given  unto  them  ; 
he  is  the  giver  of  that  fpirit  to  them  ;  and  to  all  the 
prophets.  As  mere  men,  they  muft  have  had  their 
infirmities,  and  the  infirmities  of  one  of  them  are  upon 
record  ?  but  he  knew  infirmity  only  by  a  fellow  feeling 
with  the  miferable,  and  he  is  the  atonement  for  their 
fins.  By  the  power  and  mercy  of  God,  they  were 
taken  up  into  heaven ;  by  his  own  power  he  afcended 
on  high ;  they  as  fervants,  he  as  the  eternal  Son  of 
God.  In  them ,  we  have  a  repeated  inftance  of  bodies 
glorified  without  fuffering  death  ;  he  u  was  dead,  and 
is  alive  again,”  and  carried  to  heaven  a  body  which 
had  been  laid  in  the  tomb.  In  them  we  have  an  objeft 
of  admiration  and  aftonifhment ;  in  him,  a  pattern  for 
imitation,  a  Saviour  in  whom  to  truft,  a  ground  of 
hope  whereon  to  reft.  Faith  exempted  them  from 
death  ;  and  faith  {hall  at  length  redee?n  all  the  followers 
of  the  Lamb  from  the  power  of  the  grave.  Enoch 
and  Elijah  afcended  as  folitary  individuals,  Chrift  as 
the  firft-fruits  of  them  that  lleep  :  and  “  lifted  up,55 
is  drawing  an  eleft  world  unto  him.  They  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  regions  unknown,  and  among  fociety  un¬ 
tried  :  he  only  returned  to  the  place  from  whence  he 
came. 

We  conclude  the  Hiftory  of  Enoch  with  this  obvi¬ 
ous,  but  we  truft,  not  ufelefs  refleftion — That  thofe 
lives  which  deferve  moft  to  be  had  in  remembrance, 
are  moft  eafilv  recorded,  and  confift  of  feweft  articles. 
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The  hiftory  of  an  Enoch  is  comprifed  in  three  words, 
while  the  exploits  of  an  Alexander,  a  Caefar,  or  any 
other  of  the  fcourges  and  deftroyers  of  mankind,  fwell 
to  many  volumes.  But  what  comparifon  is  there  be¬ 
tween  the  bubble  reputation,  bellowed  by  hiftorians, 
poets,  or  orators,  on  the  worthlefs  and  the  wicked  ; 
and  the  folid,  flerling  praife  conferred  on  the  wife 
and  good,  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  whom  aftions 
are  weighed,  and  who  will  at  laft  bring  every  fecret 
thing  into  judgment  Vy  And  woe  be  unto  them,  who 
love  the  praife  of  men  more  than  the  praife  of  God. 

Into  what  a  little  meafure  fhrinks  the  whole  hiftory 
of  mankind  previous  to  the  flood ;  though  a  period  of 
no  lefs  than  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fix 
years  !  To  that  great  revolution  of  the  world  we  are 
now  brought ;  and  the  following  Lefture,  if  God 
permit,  will  contain  the  firft  part  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Noah  ;  in  whofe  perfon,  the  old  and  new  worlds, 
through  the  vaft  chafm  of  the  deluge,  were  connefted 
together  ;  and  who  is  exhibited  in  fcripture  as  a  type 
of  Him,  in  whofe  perfon  heaven  and  earth  are  united, 
and  by  wrhom  all  things  are  to  be  made  new.  May 
God  blefs  what  has  been  fpoken,  Amen. 
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And  Lamecb  lived  an  hundred  eighty  and  two  years ,  and 
begat  a  fin :  and  he  called  his  name  Noah ,  faying , 
This  fame  fhall  comfort  us  concerning  our  work  and 
toil  of  our  hands ,  becaufi  of  the  ground  which  the 
Lord  hath  curfid. 

The  fortunes  and  charafters  of  men  are  various 
as  their  faces.  "What  diverfity  has  appeared  in  the 
lives,  and  in  the  latter  end,  of  thofe  perfons  whofe 
hiftory  has  already  paffed  under  our  review,  in  the 
courfe  of  thefe  Exercifes !  Adam  experienced  a 
change  more  bitter  than  death.  Abel  perilhed  by 
the  hand  of  his  brother.  The  murderer  becomes  a 
terror  to  himfelf,  lives  in  exile,  and  dies  unnoticed. 
Enoch  is  glorioufly  exempted  from  the  ftroke  of  death, 
and  carried  directly  to  heaven.  Noah  furvives  the 
whole  human  race,  his  own  family  excepted  ;  lives 
to  behold  a  world  deftroyed,  a  world  reftored. 

We  are  now  arrived  at  that  memorable  revolution, 
of  which  there  exift  fo  many  ftriking  marks  on  the 
external  appearance  of  the  globe;  of  which  there 
are  fuch  frequent  and  diftinCt  intimations  in  the  tra¬ 
ditional  monuments  and  records  of  all  the  learned 
nations  of  antiquity;  and  of  which  it  has  pleafed 
God  to  give  fuch  an  ample  and  circumftantial  detail 
in  fcripture. 

Concerning  Noah  great  expectations  were  formed, 
from  the  moment  of  his  birth.  The  world  was  ar- 
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rived  at  an  uncommon  pitch  of  corruption  and  de¬ 
generacy.  The  natural  evils  which  flefh  is  heir  to, 
were  prodigioufly  increafed  by  irreligion  and  vice ; 
fo  that  the  earth  groaned,  as  it  were,  under  the  curfe 
of  God,  and  the  violence  and  impiety  of  men.  La¬ 
ntech,  the  father  of  Noah,  with  the  fondnefs  and 
partiality  of  parental  affe&ion,  flatters  himfelf  that  his 
new-born  lbn  would  prove  a  comfort  to  himfelf,  and 
a  blelling  to  mankind  ;  and,  moft  probably  directed 
by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  bellows  upon  him  a  name 
fignificant  of  his  future  character  and  conduct ;  of 
the  ftation  which  he  was  to  fill,  and  the  purpofe 
which  he  was  to  ferve,  in  the  deftination  of  Provi¬ 
dence.  He  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  living  to  fee  his 
expectations  realized  ;  and  his  eyes  clofed  in  peace 
at  a  good  old  age,  five  years  before  that  great  ca¬ 
lamity  which  overwhelmed  the  human  race — the 
deluge. 

Scripture  accounts  for  the  univerfal  depravity  of 
that  awful  period,  in  thefe  words ;  44  And  it  came  to 
pafs,  when  men  began  to  multiply  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  daughters  were  born  unto  them,  that  the 
fons  of  God  law  the  daughters  of  men,  that  they 
were  fair  ;  and  they  took  them  wives  of  all  which 
they  chofe.”#  Thefe  expreffions  the  moll  refpeCtable 
and  judicious  interpreters  explain,  as  defcriptive  of 
unhallowed  and  imprudent  intermarriages  between 
the  pofterity  of  pious  Seth,  here  called  66  the  fons  of 
God,”  and  the  female  defendants  of  wicked  Cain, 
denominated  46  the  daughters  of  men.”  Attracted 
by  externa1  and  tranfitory  charms,  they  form  alli¬ 
ances  inconfiftent  with  wifdom,  and  difallowed  of 
Heaven.  The  invention  of  the  fine  arts  being  in  the 
family  of  Cain,  it  is  not  abfurd  to  luppofe,  that  thefe 
were  called  in  aid  to  perfonal  beauty ;  and  that  the 
allurements  of  mufic  and  drefs  in  particular,  were 
employed  by  the  daughters  of  Jubal,  44  the  father  of 
all  fuch  as  handle  the  harp  and  organ,”  and  of 
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Tubal-Cain,  “  the  inftru&or  of  every  artificer  in 
brafs  and  iron/5  to  fupport  the  imprefiion  already 
made  by  their  fair  looks.  What  enfued  ?  That  which' 
will  always  happen  to  piety  unwifely  and  unequally 
yoking  itfelf  with  irreligion  and  profanity  ;  the  evil 
principle  being  much  more  powerful  to  pervert  the 
good,  than  the  good  to  reform  the  evil.  Giants  are 
faid  to  have  been  the  iffue  of  thofe  unfortunate  mar¬ 
riages  ;  literally,  perhaps,  men  of  huge  ftature,  like 
the  fons  of  Anak  in  latter  times  :  certainly,  men  of 
lofty,  afpiring,  haughty  minds  ;  the  heirs  to  the 
pride,  vanity,  and  prefumption  of  their  mothers, 
more  than  to  the  decency,  wifdom,  and  piety  of  their 
male  anceftors.  That  corruption  mult  have  been 
general  indeed,  which  comprehended  all,  lave  Noah 
and  his  houfehold  ;  and  it  mult  have  been  very  griev¬ 
ous,  to  conltrain  the  Spirit  of  God,  to  employ  lan¬ 
guage  fo  ftrong  and  exprefiive  as  this,  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  :  “  And  it  repenteth  the  Lord  that  he  had  made 
man  on  the  earth,  and  it  grieved  him  at  his  heart. 
And  the  Lord  faid,  I  will  deftroy  man,  whom  I  have 
created,  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  both  man  and 
beaft,  and  the  creeping  thing,  and  the  fowls  of  the 
air;  for  it  repenteth  me  that  I  have  made  them  A* 
When  the  whole  head  is  fick,  and  the  whole  heart 
faint,  diffolution  and  deftruction  cannot  be  at  a  great 
diftance.  cc  But  Noah  was  a  juft  man,  and  perfect 
in  his  generations  :  and  Noah  walked  with  GodA 
How  honourable  for  Noah  to  ftand  thus  fingle,  thus 
diftinguifhed  !  Goodnefs  fupported  and  kept  in  coun¬ 
tenance  by  the  mode,  and  by  multitudes,  is  amiable  and 
praife-wrorthy  ;  but  goodnefs  fingle  and  alone  ;  good¬ 
nefs  ftemming  the  torrent,  refilling  the  contagion  of 
example,  defpifing  the  univerfal  fneer,  braving  uni- 
verfal  oppofition,  fuch  goodnefs  is  fuperior  to  all 
praife  :  and  fuch  was  the  goodnefs  of  Noah.  He 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  an  adulterous 
and  finful  generation,  by  his  piety,  righteoufnefs,  and 

zeal ; 
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zeal ;  anfl  God,  who  fuffers  none  to  lofe  at  his  hand, 
diftinguifhes  him  by  fpecial  marks  of  his  favour. 

But  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord.”* 

Of  no  chara&er  does  fcripture  fpeak  more  highly 
than  of  Noah’s,  “  he  was  a  juft  man,  and  perfeQ:  in 
his  generations,  and  walked  with  God.”  In  general 
calamities,  it  muft  needs  happen  that  the  innocent 
fuffer  with  the  guilty.  But  in  fome  cafes,  Providence 
is  pleafed  fpecially  to  interpofe  for  the  deliverance  of 
good  men.  Rather  than  one  worthy  family  fhould 
perifli  in  the  deluge,  a  whole  world  of  tranfgreffors 
is  refpited,  till  the  means  of  fafety  for  that  family 
are  provided.  Is  a  finful  city  or  nation  fpared  ?  We 
may  reft  affured  there  are  fome  valuable,  pious  per- 
fons  among  them.  According  to  the  idea  luggefted 
by  our  bleffed  Lord,  the  righteous  are  the  ialt  of 
the  earth,”  that  which  feafons  the  whole  mafs,  and 
preferves  it  from  putrefaction  and  corruption.  The 
apoftle  Peter  ftyles  Noah  “  a  preacher  of  righteouf- 
nefs.”  He  was  not  carried  away  by  the  prevailing 
profligacy  of  his  day.  He  preached  by  a  holy  defcent 
from  the  prevailing  maxims  and  practices  of  the 
times.  He  preached  by  an  open  and  bold  remon- 
ftrance  againft  the  general  diffolutenefs  and  impiety. 
And  he  preached  at  length  by  his  works  ;  by  the 
confirmation  and  fitting  up  of  the  ark  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  himfelf  and  family,  and  for  having  alive  a 
breed  of  the  various  forts  of  fowls  and  animals. 

It  is  with  pleafure  we  once  more  refer  you  to  the 
facred  expofitor  of  the  antediluvian  hiftory  :  By 

faith,”  fays  he,  “  Noah  being  warned  of  God  of 
things  not  feen  as  yet,  moved  with  fear,  prepared  an 
ark,  to  the  having  of  his  houfe ;  by  the  which  he 
condemned  the  world,  and  became  heir  of  the  righte- 
oufnefs  which  is  by  faith.”  f  1  Here  a  crowd  of  ideas 
rufn  upon  us  at  once.  Behold  the  great  God  in  the 
midft  of  judgment  remembering  mercy.  He  will  not 
deftroy  the  righteous  with  the  wicked.  But  God 

will 
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will  not  vouchfafe  to  perform  that  immediately  by  a 
miracle,  which  may  be  effeded  by  the  bleffing  of  his 
providence  upon  human  forefight,  induftry,  and  dili¬ 
gence.  He  who  was  pleafed  to  fave  Enoch,  by  tranf- 
lating  him  to  heaven  without  tailing  death,  thought 
fit  to  preferve  Noah  by  means  of  an  ark  of  his  own 
building.  The  defign  and  contrivance  is  God's  ;  the 
execution  is  man's.  He  who  could  have  tranfported 
Noah  to  a  different  fphere,  and  have  lodged  him  there 
in  fafety,  till  the  waters  of  the  flood  had  abated,  kept 
him  alive  and  in  fafety,  rolling  in  the.  ark,  upon  the 
face  of  the  mighty  waters.  He,  who  in  the  morning 
of  the  fixth  day,  by  the  almighty  fiat ,  created  at  firlt 
the  whole  animal  world,  and  though  loft,  could  have 
in  a  moment  replaced  it,  by  the  word  of  his  power., 
thought  proper  to  preferve  alive  the  race  of  animals, 
by  providing  a  place  of  refuge,  and  by  a  fpecial  in- 
Hindi  of  his  providence,  warning  them  of  their  ap¬ 
proaching  danger,  and  conducting  them  to  flielter. 

Behold,  dreadful  to  think  !  the  patience  of  God  at 
laft  exhaufted  :  and  the  decree  goes  xorth.  The 
earth  alfo  was  corrupt  before  God :  and  the  earth 
was  filled  with  violence.  And  God  looked  upon  the 
earth,  and  behold,  it  was  corrupt ;  for  all  fiefh  had 
corrupted  his  way  upon  the  earth.  And  God  laid 
unto  Noah,  The  end  of  all  flefh  is  come  before  me  ; 
for  the  earth  is  filled  with  violence  through  them  ; 
and  behold  I  will  deftroy  them  with  the  earth. 
God  has  warned,  threatened,  borne  with  men  in 
vain  ;  and  Noah  has  preached  to  them  in  vain.  The 
day  of  the  Lord  is  come,  and  who  fhall  be  able  to 
ftand  ?  And  who  hath  feen,  heard  of,  or  is  able  to 
conceive  a  calamity  fo  dreadful  ?  u  The  end  of  ah 
flefh  is  come.  I  will  deftroy  them  with  the  earth.53' 
Immediately  upon  the  fall,  univerfal  nature  under¬ 
went  a  change.  The  mild  influences  of  the  heavens 
were  changed  or  withheld  ;  the  earth  refuled  to  yield 

her  increafe  to  the  hand  of  the  cultivator  :  but  the 
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full  extent  and  awful  import  of  the  curfe  was  never 
felt  till  now.  By  the  deluge  the  whole  face  of  nature 
was  to  be  altered ;  the  folid  globe  diffolved  and  dif- 
jointed  ;  its  parts  torn  afunder  from  each  other  ;  its 
fertility  diminifhed  ;  that  it  might  prefent  to  all  future 
generations,  a  magnificent  palace,  but  in  ruins ;  the 
mere  fkeleton  of  ancient  fplendour. 

Some  ingenious  men  have  fuppofed,  that  at  this 
period,  the  pofition  and  motion  of  our  earth,  with 
refpeft  to  the  fun,  were  changed  :  that  till  then  it 
was  fo  fituated  in  relation  to  the  heavenly  bodies,  as 
to  polfefs  an  equal  and  univerfal  temperature  of  air  ; 
that  hitherto  a  perpetual  fpring  went  hand  in  hand 
with  an  abundant  autumn :  but  that  then  it  was 
placed  in  the  flanting  and  oblique  lituation,  which 
occafions  diverfity  of  climates  and  feafons ;  which 
expofes  one  part  to  the  burning  and  direct  rays  of 
the  fun :  binds  another  up  in  perpetual  chains  of 
darknefs  and  ice  ;  gives  birth  to  volcanos,  earthquakes, 
ternpefts,  hurricanes,  and  all  that  tribe  of  natural 
evils  which  afflict  the  wretched  children  of  men. 
The  effects,  undoubtedly,  mult  have  been  wonderful, 
as  the  event  itfelf  is  altogether  preternatural.  I  have 
no  intention  of  going  at  prefent  into  a  difcuffion  of 
the  queftion,  whether  the  extent  of  the  flood  was 
univerfally  over  all  the  earth  ;  nor  into  a  philofophical 
inveftigation  of  the  means  employed  in  producing  a 
phenomenon  fo  Angular.  Taking  the  bible  account 
of  the  matter  in  its  literal  import,  we  will  rather 
make  fuch  reflections  upon  it  as  may,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  promote  the  interefts  of  faith  and  of  holinefs 
in  our  hearts  and  lives. 

Behold,  then,  the  venerable  fage,  at  the  admonition 
of  Heaven,  undertaking  his  great  work.  The  foun¬ 
dation  is  laid  ;  the  fabric  advances ;  and  every  ftroke 
of  the  axe  or  hammer,  fummons  a  thoughtlefs  and  a 
guilty  world  to  repentance  :  but  66  they  will  not  hear, 
they  will  not  lay  it  to  heart.”  I  fee  the  good  man, 
maligned,  derided,  infulted.  In  their  gaiety  of  heart, 

they 
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thev  fcornfully  ftyle  the  ark,  Noah’s  folly.  The  work 
is  finifhed,  but  they  continue  to  ling,  dance,  and 
play  •  and  many  it  is  probable  have  an  active  hand  in 
the  conftruftion  of  that  machine,  to  which  they  icorn 
to  refort  for  fhelter  from  the  impending  dangei. 
Noah  is  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  purpofe.  Neither 
the  immenfity  of  the  undertaking,  nor  the  length  of 
time  which  it  required,  nor  the  oppofition  which  he 
meets  with  from  an  unbelieving  generation,  dilcour- 
age  him  in  the  profecution  of  a  defign,  planned  y 
infinite  wifdom,  and  recommended  by  divine  mercy. 

How  the  whole  tribe  of  commentators  have  gone 
into  the  opinion,  that  the  fpace  of  one  bundled  and 
twenty  years  were  employed  in  building  the  ark,  is 
ftrange  and  unaccountable.  It  appears  not  on  the 
face  of  the  hiftory  :  it  is  irreconcilable  to  reafon  and 
experience  :  as  without  a  miracle,  the  pails  hilt  con- 
ftrufted  muff  have  failed  and  decayed  before  the  latter 
parts  were  finilhed  :  and  it  expreisly  contradicts  the 
chronological  detail  of  the  faffs,  as  delivereu  to  us  in 
fcripture.  For  Noah  was  five  hundred  years  old  at 
the  birth  of  his  eldeft  fon.  When  the  order  for 
building  the  ark  was  given,  all  his  three  Ions  were 
married,  as  we  learn  from  the  following  paflage: 
a  with  thee  will  I  eltabhfh  my  covenant .  and 
thou  {hall  come  into  the  ark,  thou,  and  thy  fons,  and 
thy  wife,  and  thy  fons  wives  with  thee.  Fhe 
youngeft  therefore  may  reaionably  be  fuppofed  to 
have  feen  his  fiftieth  year  ;  and  the  flood  came  upon 
the  earth  in  the  fix  hundredth  year  of  Noah’s  life ; 
there  is  left,  then,  a  period  confiderably  lefs  th^n 
fifty  years,  for  the  execution  of  the  work  ;  and  it 
moft  probably  occupied  a  much  fhorter  fpace  than 

even  that. 

Some  minute  inquirers  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
calculate  the  folid  contents,  and  thence  to  effimate 
the  burthen  of  this  wonderful  veifel.  A  cubit  is  the 

dillance  in  a  full  grown  man,  from  the  elbow  to  the 

tip 
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lip  of  the  middle  finger  ;  for  the  conveniency  of  cal* 
dilation*  it  has  been  fixed  at  a  foot  and  a  half  of 
common  meafure.  Upon  this  fuppoiition  the  ark 
contained  one  million*  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one 
thoufand,  three  hundred  and  forty-fix  cubical  feet ; 
which*  according  to  the  ufual  allowance  of  forty-two 
feet  to  a  ton*  or  two  thoufand  pounds  weight*  makes 
the  whole  burthen  to  be  forty-two  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  thirteen  tons  ;  which  is  confiderably 
more  than  the  burthen  of  forty  fhips  of  one  thoufand 
ions  each™  Such  wras  the  vail  unwieldy  fabric*  en- 
trufted,  without  mail*  fail*  rudder,  or  compafs*  to 
the  mercy  of  the  waves  ;  and  which  contained  the 
faved  remnant  of  the  human  race*  and  of  the  animal 
creation*  with  all  necelfary  accommodation  and  pro- 
viiion  for  the  fpace  of  more  than  a  year. 

Behold  the  four-footed  and  the  feathered  tribes*  each 
according  to  his  kind,  by  a  peculiar  inftin£t  of  Heaven, 
flocking  to  Noah*  for  protection  from  the  threaten¬ 
ing  tempeft,  as  formerly  to  Adam,  to  receive  their 
names,.  The  beafts  take  warning  and  hide  themfelves, 
but  men*  more  ftupid  than  the  brutes*  fin  on*  till 
they  are  deftroyed.  Every  thing  announced  a  ftorm 
gathering.  Noah  preaches  to  the  laft  hour  ;  admon- 
iilies*  entreats,  threatens,  and  invites.  What  means 
that  preternatural  gathering  together  of  the  brute 
creation  to  one  place  ?  How  come  they  in  a  moment 
to  change  their  nature  ;  to  feek  what  before  they 
Ihunned  ;  to  forget  ail  animofity  towards  each  other  ? 
Whence  is  it  that  46  the  wolf  dwells  with  the  lamb, 
the  leopard  lies  down  with  the  kid,  and  the  young 
lion  and  the  falling  together  ?”  What  fo  brutifh  and 
incorrigible  as  men  given  up  to  their  own  lulls  ! 

At  length  all  is  fafely  houfed,  from  the  dove  to 
the  raven,  and  God  Ihuts  in  Noah  with  his  charge. 
When  lo !  the  face  of  heaven  is  covered  with  black- 
nefs.  Nature  Ihudders  at  the  frown  of  an  angry 
God— the  windows  of  heaven  are  opened ;  the  rain 
defcends  amain  :  the  barriers  that  confined  the  ocean 
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to  its  appointed  bed  are  removed,  and  the  waters 
from  beneath  ftart  up  to  meet  the  waters  coming  down 
from  above,  and  join  their  ilreams  to  avenge  a  holy 
and  righteous  God  of  his  adverfanes.  I  he  gradual 
increafe  of  the  calamity  is  a  dreadful  aggravation  of 
•ts  horror.  Thick  clouds  firft  gave  the  alarm.  Ram 
uncommonly  heavy,  and  of  longer  than  ordmary 
continuance,  increafes  the  growing  furprile  and  con- 
fternation.  The  voice  of  mirth  is  heard  no  more, 
and  «  all  the  daughters  of  mufic  are  brought  low. 

By  degrees  the  rivers  fwelling  over  their  banks,  and 
feas  forgetting  their  fhores,  render  the  plains  and  _ 
vallies  no  places  of  fafety.  But  _  the  lofty  mountain 
will  afford  a  refuge  from  the  growing  plague.  1  hither, 
in  trembling  hope,  the  wretches  fly.  i  he  gathered 
tempeft  will  furely  fpend  itfelf,  and  feremty  return. 
Ah,  vain  hope !  the  fwelling  furge  gains  contmua  y 
upon  them;  all  is  become  fea ;  the  foundations  of 
the  hills  are  fhaken  by  the  tide  ;  it  advances  upon 
them.  As  their  laft  refource  they  climb  the  trees 
which  cover  the  mountain  tops,  and  cling  to  t  rein 
in  defpair.  Their  neighbours  and  friends  fmk  m  the 
gulph  before  their  eyes  !  their  ears  are  filled  with  the 
ftrieks  of  them  that  perifh.  All  is  amazement  and 
woe.  At  length  they  are  all  overtaken  and  over¬ 
whelmed.  To  have  lengthened  their  miferable  ex- 
iflence  fo  long  by  vain  efforts,  is  only  to  have  length¬ 
ened  out  anguilh.  To  fill  up  the  meafuie  of  tiieir 
mifery,  they  perifh  in  fight  of  a  place  of  feciinty 
which  they  cannot  reach  ;  they  perifh  with  the  bitter 
remorfe  of  having  defpifed  and  rejected  the  means  of 
efcape,  when  they  had  them  in  their  power ;  like  the 
rich  man  in  hell,  whofe  torment  was  grievoufly  aug¬ 
mented,  by  the  fight  of  Lazarus  afar  off  in  the  bofom 

of  rsh,3,ixi. 

Compare  with  thefe,  the  feelings  of  Noah  and  his 
little  family  within  the  ark.  They  enjoy  a  refuge  of 
God’s  providing.  They  have  full  affurance  o  t  ic 
divine  protection.  Ample  provifion  for  the  evi  ay 
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is  made.  O  what  gratitude  to  their  Almighty  Friend ! 
O  what  fervent  love  among  themfelves  !  O  what  holy 
compofure  and  reft  in  God  !  O  what  awful  reflections 
on  the  juftice  and  feverity  of  the  great  Jehovah  !  O 
What  fweet  and  fatisfying  meditations  on  his  mercy ! 

The  fequel  of  Noah’s  hiftory,  and  the  comparifon 
between  him  and  Adam,  and  between  him  and  Chrift, 
will,  if  God  permit,  be  the  fubjeCt  of  the  next  LeCture. 
We  cannot  conclude  the  prefent  without  reflecting 

On  the  danger  and  mifchief  which  arife  from  form- 
Ing  gracelefs  connexions.  It  adminifters  a  folemn 
and  fuitable  admonition  to  the  male  part  of  my  audi¬ 
ence,  who  have  not  already  contracted  alliances  for 
life,  to  confider  a  principle  of  religion,  and  a  tafte  for 
devotion,  as  among  the  leading  qualities  to  be  fought 
after  in  the  female  character,  and  the  only  fure  foun¬ 
dation  of  honourable  and  lafting  friendftnp  ;  as  the 
bafts  of,  and  the  prompter  to  every  domeftic  duty. 

It  adminifters  a  juft,  and,  I  am  forry  to  add,  a  fea - 
fonable  reproof,  to  that  fpirit  of  avarice  and  felfifhnefs^ 
together  with  that  criminal  love  of  pleafure,  which  too 
much  charaCterife  the  young  men  of  the  prefent  day, 
and  to  which  the  higher  conftderations  of  piety,  mod- 
efty,  and  accomplishments  really  ufeful  and  orna¬ 
mental,  are  daily  facrificed. 

It  inftruCts  my  female  hearers,  too,  in  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  what  conftitutes  their  real  worth  and  excel¬ 
lence.  “  Favour  is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain  :  but 
a  woman  that  feareth  the  Lord,  Ihe  fhall  be  praifed.”* 
General  declaimers  againft  the  female  fex  have  got 
excellent  topics  for  their  fpleen,  in  the  feduCtion  of 
the  firft  man  by  Eve,  and  the  corruption  of  the  old 
world  by  the  daughters  of  Cain.  I  would  make  a 
kinder  ufe  of  thefe  fad  events,  by  confidering  them  as 
inftances  of  the  great  power  which  women  have  over 
men  ;  and  hence  earneftly  call  upon  chriftian  women, 
to  cultivate  with  care  and  diligence  the  graces  of  that 
character,  and  to  employ  their  influence,  according  to 

their 
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their  different  relations  and  opportunities,  to  diffufe  a 
tafte  for  what  is  decent,  pious,  and  praife-worthy  ; 
and  they  may  reft  affured  that  their  friends  of  the  oth¬ 
er  fex  will  at  leaft  ftudy  to  appear,  what  they  would 
have  them  to  be. 

The  example  of  Noah  is  a  loud  call  to  aim  at  fingu- 
lar  goodnefs.  The  multitude  of  offendeis  leftens  nei¬ 
ther  the  criminality,  nor  the  Ganger  of  any  one. 
Let  none  then  think  of  “  following  a  multitude  to  do 
evil.”  Community  in  vice  may  feem  to  diminifh  the 
guilt  of  fin,  but  community  in  fuffering  is  a  bitter  ag¬ 
gravation  of  it.  Dare  to  ftand,  though  alone,  in  the 
caufe  of  God  and  truth  ;  knowing  that  wicked  men 
themfelves  revere  that  goodnefs  which  they  do  not 
love,  and  fecretly  approve  the  virtue  which  they  will 
not  cultivate.  Remember  who  hath  laid,  “  Whofo- 
ever  fhall  confefs  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confefs 
alfo  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  But  who- 
foever  fhall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  alfo  deny 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.” 

You  have  heard  of  the  deftru&ion  of  the  old  world 
by  water ;  your  eyes  fhall  behold  that  which  now  is, 
deftroyed  by  fire.  The  prefervation  of  Noah  by 
means  which  God  appointed,  is  a  ftriking  type  of  the 
method  of  falvation  from  fin,  death,  and  hell,  by  Je- 
fus  Chrift.  The  prefent  day  of  merciful  vifitation,  is 
the  precious  feafon  of  reforting  to  that  ftrong  hold 
and  place  of  defence  ;  and  to  you  the  call  is  once  more 
given,  “  look  to  me  and  be  faved  “  come  to  me, 
all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  reft.” 
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And  God  remembered  Noah ,  and  every  living  thing ,  and 
all  the  cattle  that  was  with  him  in  the  ark  :  and  God 
made  a  wind  to  pafs  over  the  earthy  and  the  waters 
ajjiiaged . 

The  word  and  the  providence  of  God  are  the 
only  infallible  interpreters  of  his  nature.  The  exig¬ 
ence,  and  the  order  of  the  vifible  creation ,  evince  the 
being  of  one  Eternal  Caufe  of  all  things,  infinite  in 
wifdom,  power,  holinefs,  juflice,  goodnefs,  mercy  and 
truth.  But  the  harmony,  the  extent  and  limits  of  the 
divine  attributes  and  perfections,  are  to  be  difcovered 
only  by  obferving  what  comes  to  pafs  ;  and  by  read¬ 
ing  and  underflanding  what  God  has  been  pleafed  to 
commit  to  writing,  for  our  inftruCtion.  The  light  of 
nature  is  fufficient,  for  example,  to  inftruCt  us,  that 
God  is  righteous ;  and  experience  aflures  us,  that  he 
is  merciful ;  but  without  the  help  of  revelation,  and 
the  hiftory  of  providence,  we  could  not,  we  durft  not 
fay,  where  juflice  would  flop,  and  when  the  tide  of 
mercy  would  begin  to  flow.  And  is  it  not  pleafant 
and  encouraging  to  reflect,  upon  the  authority  of  both 
fcripture  and  experience,  that  juflice,  the  awful  and 
formidable  perfection  of  the  mod  high  God,  has  its 
bounds  ;  whereas  goodnefs  and  tender  mercy  fwell 
over  all  limits,  poflfefling  a  heighth  and  depth,  a  length 
and  breadth,  which  furpafs  knowledge  ?  Juflice,  is 
the  river  confined  within  its  banks,  and  terminating 

its  courfe  in  the  fea;  mercy,  the  unconfined,  immeas¬ 
urable 
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urable  ocean,  in  furveying  the  vaft  extent  of  which, 
the  eye  fails,  and  thought  itfelf  is  loft.  It  is,  more- 
over,  delightful  to  confider,  that  the  very  judgments 
of  Heaven,  however  dreadful  in  their  nature  and  ef¬ 
fects,  are  upon  the  whole,  and  in  the  end,  unfpeakable 
bleffings.  The  wrath  of  man,  and  judgments  of 
which  men  are  the  authors,  like  the  uncontroled 
rage  of  devouring  flames,  fpare  nothing  ;  they  con- 
fume  root  and  branch  together.  But  divine  juftice, 
like  the  refiner’s  fire,  lays  hold  only  of  the  drofs,  and 
bellows  on  the  remaining  ore  greater  purity  arid 
value. 

The  hiftory  of  the  deluge,  among  many  other  in- 
ftances  which  might  be  adduced,  is  a  plain  and  a  ftrik- 
ing  illuftration  of  thefe  obfervadons.  The  laft  Lec¬ 
ture  exhibited  the  fearful  triumph  of  divine  juftice. 
We  beheld  heaven  from  above,  the  earth  and  ocean 
from  beneath,  uniting  their  forces  in  their  Maker’s 
caufe ;  “  the  windows  of  heaven  opened,”  the  “  foun¬ 
tains  of  the  great  deep  broken  up,”  blending  their 
waters,  to  overwhelm  a  world  of  ungodly  men. 
What  a  profpect  did  this  globe  then  prefent  to  the 
furrounding  fpheres  !  Involved  in  grofs  darknefs  for 
'forty  days  together:  and  when  the  light  returns,  no 
dry  land  appears,  for  even  “  all  the  high  hills  which 
were  under  the  whole  heaven  were  covered And 
O,  tremendous  objefl  of  divine  vengeance  !  “  All 
flelh  died,  that  moved  upon  the  earth,  both  of  fowl, 
and  of  cattle,  and  of  beafts,  and  of  every  creeping 
thing  that  creepeth  upon  the  earth,  and  every  man. 
Ail,  in  whofe  noftrils  was  the  breath  of  life,  of  ail 
that  was  in  the  dry  land.  died.  And  every  living 
fubftance  was  deftroyed  which  was  upon  the  face  of 
the  ground,  both  man,  and  cattle,  and  the  creeping 
things,  and  the  fowl  of  the  heaven  ;  and  they  were 
deftroyed  from  the  earth  :  and  Noah  only  remained 
alive,  and  they  that  were  with  .him  in  the  ark. ' ’  * 
“It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
living  God.”  A|j 

*  Gen.  viL  21,  22,  23,  24. 
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At  length  the  temped  of  wrath  fpends  itfelf.  At 
length,  after  a  night  fo  dark,  fo  dreary,  and  fo  long, 
the  morning  light  begins  to  dawn.  Nothing  but 
water  is  to  be  feen,  except  yonder  little  bark  float¬ 
ing  on  the  mighty  furge,  which  threatens  every 
moment  to  fwallow  it  up,  or  to  dalh  it  impetuoufly  on 
feme  rocky  mountain’s  top.  It  contains  the  fad  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  human  race  ;  the  hope  of  all  future 
generations.  It  is  preferved,  not  by  the  power  of  him 
who  condrucied,  but  of  him  who  defigned  it,  and 
who  directed  it  to  be  built.  It  is  guided,  not  by  the 
(kill  of  the  mariner,  but  fleered  by  the  hand  of  Prov¬ 
idence.  That  a  veflel  of  fuch  conftruclion,  fhould 
preferve  its  upright  pofition  for  fo  long  a  time,  in  fuch 
a  wild  uproar  of  nature,  mud  be  aferibed  to  a  perpet¬ 
ual  fupernatural  interpofition. 

The  ark  has  proved  the  protection  and  prefervation 
of  Noah  ;  but  is  it  not  his  prifon  alfo  !  How  gladly  do 
we  fubmit  to  a  temporary  inconveniency  for  the  fake 
of  a  great  and  lading  good  !  But  the  inconveniencies 
to  which  we  fubmit  in  fulfilling  the  defigns  of  Prov¬ 
idence,  (hall  not  be  prolonged  beyond  their  needful 
period,  nor  increafed  beyond  our  drength.  What  an 
amiable  view  of  the  mercy  and  condefcenfion  of  God 
is  prefented  to  us  at  this  period  of  Noah’s  hidory  ! 
«  O  Lord,  thou  preferved  man  and  bead  !”  And 
“  doth  God  take  care  for  oxen  ?”  “  God  remember¬ 
ed  Noah,  and  every  living  thing,  and  all  the  cattle 
that  was  with  him  in  the  ark  :  and  God  made  a  wind 
to  pafs  over  the  earth,  and  the  waters  affuaged.”  He 
who  makes  fphere  to  balance  fphere,  in  the  great  fyf- 
tem  of  nature,  can  make  one  element  check  and  con¬ 
trol  the  rage  of  another,  in  the  fubordinate  economy 
of  our  little  globe.  Wind  dops  the  progrefs,  and  di- 
minifhes  the  fury  of  water  at  God’s  command.  The 
dominion  of  any  one  element  prevailing  too  long  mud 
foon  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  ;  but  their  powers  blend¬ 
ing  with,  oppofing,  balancing  each  other,  produce  that 
wonderful  and  delightful  harmony,  on  which  the  be- 
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ing  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind  depend,  cc  The 
waters  prevailed  one  hundred  and  fifty  days,  and  after 
the  end  of  them,  they  were  abated. ” 

According  to  the  bed  chronological  calculations, 
the  different°eras  of  ftages  of  this  great  event,  adapted 
to  our  reckoning  of  time,  are  thus  fixed.  A  few  days 
after  the  death  of  Methufelah,  the  fon  of  Enoch,  who 
was  born  two  hundred  and  forty-three  years  before 
Adam  died,  and  in  whofe  perfon,  of  courie,  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  the  world  and  the  flood  feemed  almofl  to 
meet  3  I  fay,  a  few  days  after  Methufelah’ s  death, 
God  commanded  Noah,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  fee- 
ond.  month,  anfwering  to  the  thirtieth  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  the  world  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-fix,  and  before  Chrift  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  to  prepare  that  week  for 
going  into  the  ark,  and  to  receive  all  the  living  crea¬ 
tures  which  came  thither  by  direction  of  Providence^ 
in  the  courfe  of  leven  days* 

On  the  feventeenth  day  cf  the  fecond  month,  or 
the  feventh  of  December,  in  the  fix  hundredth  year  of 
Noah’s  life,  the  deluge  began,  after  the  Lord  had  {hut 
him  in  with  all  his  family-  The  rain  from  heaven, 
and  the  flux  from  the  ocean,  continued  without  inter- 
million,  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  till  the  waters 
prevailed  fifteen  cubits  above  the  higheft  mountains  5 
and  then  flayed,  on  the  feventeenth  of  January.  It 
continued  flood  One  hundred  and  fifty  days,  includ¬ 
ing  the  forty  days  from  its  commencement  to  its  full 
height ;  that  is,  to  the  feventeenth  day  of  the  feventh 
month,  or  the  fixth  of  May,  when  the  flood  abated, 
and  the  ark  refted  upon  one  of  the  mountains  of  Ara* 
rat  or  Armenia .  On  the  firft  day  of  the  tenth  month, 
or  July  nineteenth,  the  waters  ftill  continuing  to  de- 
creafe,  the  tops  of  the  neighbouring  mountains  be¬ 
came  vifible  from  the  ark.  At  the  end  of  forty  days 
from  thence,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  eleventh 
month,  or  the  twenty-eighth  of  Auguft,  Noah  opened 
the  window  of  the  ark,  and  feat  forth  the  raven, 
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which  never  returned  to  him.  After  expe&ing  her 
for  feven  days  in  vain,  on  the  third  of  September,  he 
fent  forth  the  dove,,  which  returned  to  him  the  fame 
day,  having  found  no  reft  for  the  foie  of  her  foot, 
through  the  continuance  of  the  waters.  After  feven 
days  more,  on  the  tenth  of  September,  he  again  fends 
forth  the  dove,  which  returned  in  the  evening,  with 
an  olive  leaf  in  her  mouth,  a  proof  that  the  waters 
had  decreafed  below  the  height  of  that  plant.  After 
waiting  yet  feven  days  more,  Noah  again  fends  forth 
the  dove,  on  September  feventeenth,  which  returned 
not  again  to  him,  a  proof  that  the  ground  was  dry,53 
and  that  this  bird  could  now  find  food  to  fuftain  life,, 
out  of  the  ark. 

On  the  firfb  day  of  the  firfh  month,  anfwering  to 
October  the  twenty-third,  in  the  year  of  the  world 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  when  Noah 
entered  into  the  fix  hundred  and  firft  year  of  his  age, 
on  this  fir  ft  day  of  the  new  world,  he  removed  the 
covering  of  the  ark,  and  beheld  that  the  ground  was 
dry.  And  finally,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  fec- 
ond  month  of  this  new  year,  or  December  the  eight¬ 
eenth,  at  God's  command,,  who  had  fhut  him  in, 
Noah  came  out  of  the  ark,  and  all  who  were  with  him, 
in  perfect  fafety  ;  after  they  had  been  confined  there¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  one  year  and  eleven  days. 

And  now  that  he  is  liberated  from  fo  long  confine¬ 
ment,  what  are  his  firft  fentiments ;  what  is  the  firft 
ufe  he  makes  of  reftored  liberty  ?  It  is  neither  a  day 
of  bufinefs,  nor  of  pleafure,  for  himfelf,  but  of  piety 
and  gratitude  towards  God.  A  portion  of  the  ani¬ 
mals,  hitherto  cherifhed  and  protected  with  fo  much 
care  and  tendernefs ;  and  preferved  in  the  general 
wreck  of  nature,  muft  yield  their  lives,  and  pour  out 
their  blood  by  their  patron's  hand,  at  God's  altar. 
Was  not  this  a  direct  acknowledgment,  that  his  own 
life  was  forfeited  with  thofe  of  the  reft  of  mankind  ; 
but  fpared  by  an  a  &  of  diftinguifhing  grace  ?  The 
flock  of  living  creatures  was  awfully  reduced  by  the 
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deluge;  and  this  confideration,  with  a  wordly  and 
felfifh  mind,  might  have  been  pleaded  as  an  excufe 
for  delaying  facrifice  till  viftims  were  multiplied  by 
length  of  time.  But  when  works  of  piety,  charity,  or 
mercy  are  to  be  performed,  a  gracious  fpirit  confiders 
the  urgency  of  the  call,  rather  than  the  largenefs  of 
means.  What  is  faved  from  God  and  the  wretched, 
from  religion  and  humanity,  will  never  make  any 
one  rich.  What  is  bellowed  on  works  of  piety  and 
mercy,  is  property  laid  out  at  more  than  common  in- 
terefl.  Did  Noah’s  fix  couple  of  beafls,  and  of  birds, 
increafe  more  flowly,  that  the  feventh  was  devoted  in 
facrifice  to  his  Maker  and  Preferver  ?  I  fuppofe  not. 
In  this,  if  in  any  fenfe,  what  the  wife  man  fays,  is  true, 
u  there  is  that  fcattereth  and  yet  aboundeth  ;  there  is 
that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  and  it  tendeth  to 
poverty.”.  O  how  acceptable  to  God  are  the  facrifices 
of  an  humble,  grateful,  faithful  heart !  The  ground 
that  was  curfed  for  the  offence  of  one,  and  deluged 
for  the  offences  of  many,  by  the  faith  and  piety  of 
one,  is  delivered  from  the  curfe,  and  forever  fecured 
from  the  danger  of  a  fecond  flood  :  “  And  the  Lord 
fmelled  a  fvveet  favour  ;  and  the  Lord  faid  in  his  heart, 
I  will  not  again  curfe  the  ground  for  man’s  fake  ;  for 
the  imagination  of  man’s  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth  ; 
neither  will  I  again  fmite  any  more  every  living 
thing,  as  I  have  done.”* 

Having  fatisfied  the  demands,  and  received  the  con- 
folations  of  religion,  Noah  and  his  fons  are  difmiffed 
of  God  to  their  fecular  employments,  to  the  poffeflion 
and  cultivation  of  their  fpacious  inheritance.  All  the 
grants  which  had  been  given  to  the  firfl  man,  and  all 
the  bleffings  pronounced  upon  him,  are  renewed  to 
Noah  and  his  family.  The  whole  animal  creation  is 
afrefli  fubjefted  to  their  power  and  authority.  And 
now,  for  the  firfl  time,  we  read  of  the  flefh  of  animals 
being  permitted  unto  man  for  food.  But,  in  the  very 
fame  breath,  the  ufe  of  blood  is  forbidden  to  mankind. 

G  2  Was 

*  Gen.  viii.  21. 
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Was  it  intended  to  admonifh  men  to  be  tender  of  the 
lives  of  the  brute  creation  5  and  not  to  take  away, 
wantonly  and  unneceffarily,  what  they  are  unable  to 
reftore  ?  Was  it  to  teach  men  not  to  ufe  as  common 
food,  what  was,  from  the  beginning,  the  fymbol  of 
atonement  ?  Is  it  that  the  thing  prohibited  is  unfit  and 
tinwholefome  for  aliment  ?  Was  it,  by  placing  a  fence 
round  that  which  conftitutes  the  life  of  a  bead,  ta 
guard,  with  the  greater  fandity,  the  life  of  man  ? 
The  interdiction  undoubtedly  has  a  meaning,  for  none 
of  the  precepts  of  God  are  merely  arbitrary.  Where- 
ever  he  interpofes  by  a  fpecial  mandate,  there  we  may 
reft  affured,  fome  end  of  piety,  of  purity,  or  of  mercy 
is  to  be  accomplifhed  by  it. 

God  never  communicates  his  grace  by  halves.-  He 
is  but  half  preferved,  who  has  efcaped  one  great  ca¬ 
lamity,  if  he  mull  afterwards  live  in  perpetual  fear. 
Noah’s  family  has  outlived  the  deluge  ;  but  every 
dark  cloud  is  a  memorial  of  that  grievous  plague,  and 
a  threatening  of  its  return.  Every  watery  cloud 
therefore,  with  the  fun  in  oppofition  to  it,  fhall  be  an 
affurance,  written  in  the  moft  diftind  charaders,  to 
them  and  all  generations  of  men  following,  that  “  the 
waters  fhall  no  more  become  a  flood  to  deftroy  ail 
flefh.’>  The  bow  in  the  clouds  exifted  no  doubt  be¬ 
fore  this  ;  the  natural  caufe  always  and  uniformly 
mult  produce  the  fame  effect ;  but  it  has  now  a  ufe  and 
a  meaning  unknown  before.  It  formerly  manifeft- 
ed  in  its  moft  beautiful  colours,  ftupendous  fize,  and 
exact  fhape  and  form,  the  God  of  nature ;  now  it 
has  become  a  witnefs  for  the  God  of  grace.  It 
was  always  an  objed  beautiful  to  behold;  but  O, 
how  much  greater  its  excellence  and  importance,  as 
the  token  of  God’s  covenant !  When  natural  appear¬ 
ances  lead  to  faving  acquaintance  with  nature’s  God, 
then  they  are  truly  valuable  and  ufeful. 

We  are  now  come  to  the  laft  memorable  event  of 
Noah’s  life  ;  which  though  far  lefs  honourable  for 
1^10}  than  thofe  which  preceded  it,  the  faciv-d  hiftorian 
’  has- 
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has  neverthelefs  recorded,  with  the  lame  exa&nefs 
and  fidelity,  which  he  has  employed  in  tranfmitting 
the  reft  of  his  hiftory.  Noah,  though  advanced  to  a 
late  period  in  life,  and  allured  that  henceforth  the 
duration  of  human  life  was  to  be  greatly  abiidgcd, 
.engages  with  alacrity  in  the  labours  of  hufbandry. 
That  God  who  thought  fit  to  fave  him  from  the 
flood,  by  an  ark  of  his  own  building,  will  not  pre- 
ferve  him  alive,  but  by  fruits  of  his  own  raifmg.  He 
who  would  reap  the  clufters  of  the  vine,  mult  fill  t 
plant,  Ihelter,  prop,  and  prune  the  vine.  But  behold 
the  juice  of  the  grape  iir  a  new  ftate ;  polfeliing  a 
quality  unheard  of  before.  Eaten  from  the  tree, 
or  dried  in  the  fun,  it  is  fimple,  and  nutricious  like 
the  grain  from  the  ftalk  of  corn  ;  preffed  out  and 
fermented,  it  acquires  a  fiery  force,  it  warms  the 
blood,  it  mounts  to  the  brain,  it  leads  reafon  captive, 
it  overpowers  every  faculty,  it  triumphs  over  its  loid. 
How  often  have  arts  been  invented,  which  have  prov¬ 
ed  fatal  to  the  inventors?  Every  poifon,  it  is  faid, 
contains,  or  is  produced  contiguous  to,  its  antidote. 
Such  is  the  care,  fuch  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  men,. 
But  alas  !  mull  it  not  alio  be  obferved,  that  our  very 
food  and  cordials  contain  a  poifon,  through  the  ig¬ 
norance  or  excefs  of  man.  Was  Noah  unacquainted 
with  this  intoxicating  quality  of  wine,  and  overtaken 
through  inexperience  ?  Or  did  the  faithful  monitor  of 
the  old  world,  and  the  father  of  the  new,  deliberately 
facrifice  decency  and  underftanding  to  this  inlmuating 
foe  ?  In  either  cafe,  who  can  help  deploring  his  fhame- 
ful,  his  degraded  condition  ;  and  the  confequences 
which  flowed  from  it !  We  pity  the  di (honoured  fa¬ 
ther  ;  but  we  deteft  the  unnatural  foil,  who  could 
make  fport  of  his  parent’s  fhame.  He  who  intoxicates 
himfelf  does  ill  but  he  who  in  cool  blood,  can  take 
an  indecent,  or  an  injurious  advantage  of  the  intoxi¬ 
cation  of  another,  does  worfe.  The  modefty  and  du- 
tifulnefs  of  two  of  Noah’s  Tons,  exhibit  a  lovely  and  in- 

ftruftive  example  to  youth  ;  their  ingenuous  fhame, 
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their  eagernefs  to  conceal  the  infirmity  of  their  father. 
They  deferve  to  be  bleffed  with  numerous  and  thriv¬ 
ing  families,  who  have  pra&ifed  duty  and  obedience 
to  their  parents.  This  accordingly  is  the  bleffing 
entailed  upon  Shem  and  Japhet ;  and  Ham’s  difre- 
fpeQflul  and  indecent  behaviour  towards  his  father,  is 
in  like  manner  punifhed  in  the  entail  of  a  lading  and 
heavy  curfe  upon  his  offspring.  Of  all  the  precepts 
of  the  law,  the  fifth  moft  obvioufly,  direftly,  and 
certainly  requites  the  breach,  or  the  obfervance  of 
itfelf.  Noah  awakes  from  his  wine,  and  meets  the 
reproof  of  his  intemperance,  in  the  knowledge  of 
what  his  fons  had  done  unto  him,  when  he  was  not 
himfelf.  And  what  reproof  fo  keen  and  fevere,  to 
an  ingenuous  mind  like  his,  as  the  reflection,  that  he 
had  made  himfelf  an  objeCt  of  fcorn  and  derifion  to 
one  part  of  his  own  family,  and  of  forrow  and  pity  to 
the  other. 

At  length  the  period  arrives  that  Noah  muff  die ; 
and  he  who  had  feen  the  world  in  three  different  flates 
as  it  came  from  the  hands  of  the  Creator,  unlefs  as  it 
was  affeCted  by  the  fall— covered  over  with  the  wa¬ 
ters  of  a  flood — and  reftored  again  through  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  Heaven,  at  laft  finks  into  the  grave,  and  ceafes 
to  have  any  farther  interefl  in  the  world.  He  fur- 
vives  that  great  deftruCtion,  the  deluge,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ;  lives  to  inftrufl:  a  new  race  of  men 
in  the  knowledge,  the  love,  and  the  worfhip  of  the 
true  God ;  lives  to  fee  his  progeny  increafed  and 
multiplied,  and  fpreading  on  every  fide  ;  lives  to  ex¬ 
hibit  to  a  fhort-lived  race  of  mortals  an  example  of 
patriarchal  dignity  and  longevity  ;  and  dies  at  the 
age  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years  ;  fhort  of  the  life 
of  Methufelah  only  by  nineteen.  From  that  period, 
the  life  of  man  began  gradually  to  decreafe,  till  it 
fhrunk  into  its  prefent  little  meafure.  Whether  life 
be  long  or  fhort,  <c  death  certainly  is  the  end  of  all 
men,  and  the  living  fhould  lay  it  to  his  heart.” 

Noah 
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,„d  Adam  may  be  compared  and  contrafted_ 

.  2Sfo.  “  refneas.  Adam  the  father  of  the  firft 
m  vanou  P  ,  fecond.  Adam,  by  one  wilful 

mSw  from  impending  deftruftten.  The ^unbelief 
and  difobedience  of  Adam  aMed  al  ,  th of 
Noah  preferved  a  remnant,  lhe  grant  ot 
globe  was  conferred  on  thefe  two  alone  of  a  l  man- 
kind  For  the  crime  of  the  one,  the  earth  was  cur  e  , 

^Upon* the  gnilty  ion  o^Adam 

God  pronounces  fentence  and  executes  judgment  in 

nprfon  •  the  injured  father  himfelf,  in  the  cal-  o 
WX  ’is  made  tie  minifter  of  wrath,  to  denounce  the 
vpno-eance  of  God  upon  his  own  guilty  ion. 

Adlm  and  Noah  were  both  dfftmguifhed  types  of 
Chrift  •  and  from  this  they  derive  their  chief  digm  / 
and  importance.  Some  interpreters,  who  wifh Aafind 
out  an  evangelical  meaning  to  every  the  ™mu^a  c  - 
cumftance  in  the  facred  records  of  the  Old  ^ament 
have  alleged,  that  the  import  of  the  names  of  t  e 
antediiiman  patriarchs,  taken  in  their  order  con  am 
a  prophecy  of  the  Meffiah ;  with  which  I  fhall  preient 
oP,>«  as  differing  an  honelt  seal  for  the  prev 
alency  of  gofpel  ideas,  than  as  containing  a  folid  a  - 
Story  argument,  in  fupport  of  gofp<= 

Bleffed  be  God,  our  moll  holy  faith  is  bui 
broader,  furer,  and  more  immoveable  foundation 
than  the  uncertain  and  arbitrary  interpretation  of  a 
few  Hebrew  names.  But  the  fpeculation  is  at  leaft 
innocent  and  may  perhaps  have  afforded  fome  degree 
of  confolation  to  the  pious  minds  which  have  adopted 
it.  The  explanation  of  the  names  alluded  to,  is  tbs. 
Adam,  man  :  Seth,  placed  :  Enos  in  rmfery :  Camm 
lamentable:  Mahalaleel ,  the  bleffed  God [.Jare » 
fhall  come :  Enoch,  teaching  :  Methufelah,  that  doc 
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flia.l  fend  :  Lantech ,  to  the  fmitten,  or  milerable  :  JVc, 
ah,  confolation.  But  we  are  fully  warranted  by  many 
cLar,  indubitable,  and  explicit  applications  of  ferip- 

tlle  unlearchable  riches  of  the 
g  fpel  of  ChriiL,  from  the  hiilory  of  Noah.  Shall 
1  encroach  upon  your  patience,  and  proceed  to  it  now  ? 
or  implore  your  candour  for  an  attentive  hearing  of 
it,  extended  to  its  proper  length,  and  difplayed  in  its 
minuter  circumftances,  in  a  future  Le&ure  ?  I  mull 
trefpafs  no  longer  upon  the  former ;  but  rather  trull 
to  the  latter.  And  the  more,  that  I  cannot  but  wifh 
both  preacher  and  hearers  might  bring  frelhnefs  of 
ipints,  patience  of  attention,  and  thirfl  of  improve¬ 
ment,  to  a  fubjed  of  firft-rate  importance  in  the  fcale 
Of  divine  truth.  And  now  may  He  who,  by  an  ark 
of  Gopher-wood,  faved  Noah  and  his  houfehold  from 
a  deluge  of  water,  deliver  us,  by  the  grace  of  his  Son 
Chnlt  Jefus,  from  that  more  dreadful  deluge  of  fire 
which  leripture  allures  us  fhall  come  upon  the  “  world 
of  the  ungodly.”  «  Flee  now  to  your  flrong  hold, 
ye  prisoners  of  hope : — behold  now  is  the  accepted 
time,  behold  now  is  the  day  of  falvation.”  To  the 

God  of  mercy,  through  the  Son  of  his  love,  be  aferib. 
ed  immortal  praife,  Amen, 
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-LECTURE  IX, 

isaiah  liv.  7,  8,  9j  io. 

Tor  a  fmall  moment  have  I  forfaken  thee ,  but  with  great 
mercies  will  I  gather  thee .  In  a  Utile  wrath  I  hid  my 
face  from  thee ,  for  a  moment ;  but  with  everlajling 
kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee ,  faith  the  Lord  thy 
Redeemer .  For  this  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  untome  : 
For  as  I  have  f  worn  that  the  waters  of  Noah  Jhould 
no  more  go  over  the  earth  ;  fo  have  I  fwern  that  1 
would  not  be  wroth  with  thee ,  nor  rebuke  thee.  For 
the  mountains  Jhall  depart  ,  and  the  hills  be  removed , 
but  ray  kindnefs  Jhall  not  depart  from  thee ,  neither  fall 
the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed ,  faith  toe  Lord7 
that  hath  mercy  on  thee > 

jAlS  the  Jeffer  dreams  fall  into  and  are  mixed  with 
the  greater  ;  and  as  all  the  rivers  empty  themfelves, 
£nd  are  loft  in  the  ocean  ;  fo  the  whole  courie  o* 
events,  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  in  their  fep~ 
arate  currents,  and  in  their  general  and  combined  tide, 
flows  towards  one  grand  era,  ftyied  in  feripture,  the 
fulnefs  of  time ;  and  terminates  in  one  event,  of  infi¬ 
nitely  greater  moment  than  all  the  reft,  the  <c  rnani- 
feftation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  flefh."  The  pa. 
triarchal  dignity,  prophetic  foreknowledge  and  pene¬ 
tration,  the  fanftity  of  the  priefthcod,  and  the  regal 
xnajefty,  all  point  out,  all  move  towards,  all  centie, 
and  fettle  in  Him,  who  is  “  the  everlafting  Father,” 
^cthe  Prophet  who  fhould  arife,”  u  the  Apcftle  and 
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High  Prieft  of  our  profeflion,”  the  “  Prince  of  the 
fangs  of  the  earth.” 

AVe  are  (truck  with  a  pleafmg  awe  when  we  converfe 
with  the  venerable  men  who^lived  before  the  flood. 
Adam  the  firft  of  men  ;  Enoch  who  walked  with  God  ; 
Noah  the  preferver  and  reftorer  of  the  human  race. 

But  in  tracing  the  hiftory  of  their  lives,  a  (till  fmall 
voice  continually  whifpers  us  in  the  ear,  faying,  A 
grea«.vU  than  Adam,  a  greater  tiian  Enoch,  a  greater 
than  Noah  is  here  :  a  voice  from  heaven  proclaims, 
finnero,  attend  ;  46  Behold  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleafed,  hear  ye  him.”  Some,  with  more 
zeal  and  honefty,  than  wiidoni  and  truth,  have  labour- 
ed  to  difcover  and  to  eftablifli  a  refemblance  between 
our  biefled  Lord  and  thoie  wTho  were  types  of  him,  in 
every  the  minuted  circumftance  of  their  lives,  and  in . 
every  expreflion  they  employ  to  defcribe  their  private 
and  perlonal  feelings  and  fituations.  This  has  been 
carried  fo  far  as  to  (train  and  flretch  the  penitential 
language  of  David  in  the  fifty-firft  pfalm,  refpecting 
the  matter  of  Uriah,  into  expreffions  fuitable  to  the 
character  and  condition  of  the  Mefliah,  in  certain  fup- 
pofed  circumftances.  Guarding  ourfelves  againft  ev¬ 
ery  thing  like  a  forced  conftrudtion  and  application 
of  fcripture  ;  without  hunting  after  fanciful  refem- 
blances,  which  tend  to  weaken  and  impair  the  truth, 
inftead  of  (trengthening  and  fupporting  it ;  we  will 
endeavour,  carefully  to  point  out  and  improve  thofe 
which  actually  exiit ;  namely,  fuch  as  the  Spirit  of. 
God  diredts  us  to  form,  by  pointing  them  out  to  us 
in  the  written  word  ;  or  fuch  as  by  fair  analogy,  that 
is,  from  known  and  admitted  fadts,  or  from  obvious 
and  incontrovertible  reafonings,  we  are  warranted  to 
form  for  ourfelves. 

Happily,  the  Hiftory  of  Noah  is  one  of  thofe,  in 
the  ufe  and  application  of  which,  fcripture  has  lent  us 
much  afliftance.  The  very  name  of  that  patriarch  was 
not  given  him  without  a  meaning  and  defign,  which 
extended  much  farther  than  to  his  perfon,  and  the 

day 
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dav  in  which  he  lived.  “  This  fame/’  faid  his  pious 
fither  “  fhall  comfort  us  concerning  our  work  and 
to  1  of  our  hands,  becaufe  of  the  ground  which  the 
Lord  hath  curfed.”  *  Noah  figmfies  comfort,  re  t , 
ZaCe.  And  when  God  is  bringing  his  firft  begotten 
fnt0  the  world,  this  is  his  proclamation  by  the  mouth 
of  his  prophet,  “  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people, 
faith  your  God.  Speak  ye  comfortably  to  Jei  ufalcm , 
and  cry  unto  her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomphfhed, 
that  her  iniquity  is  pardoned  :  for  lbe  hat  , 

of  the  Lord’s  hand  double  for  all  her  hns.  \  An 
that  we  may  be  at  no  lofs  to  what  period,  and  to 
what  perfon  thefe  expreffions  are  to  be  applied,  it 
immediately  follows,  “  The  voice  of  him  that  cneth 
in  the  wildernefs.  Prepare  yc  the  way  of  the  Lou  , 
make  ftraight  in  the  defert  a  highway  for  our  _  God. 
Every  valley  fhall  be  exalted,  and  every  mountain  and 
hill  fhall  be  made  low  :  and  the  crooked  fhall  be  maae 
ftraight,  and  the  rough  places  plain.  An  t  e  g  ory 
of  the  Lord  fhall  be  revealed,  and  all  flefh  fhall  lee  it 
together  :  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoxen 
It.  t  Was  Noah  an  expefted  deliverer  irom _  the 
curfe  pronounced  upon  the  ground  for  man  s  1  o  e- 
dience  ?  Alas !  the  curfe  continued  nevertheleis  ;  nay 
the  very  blefTin'/s  of  life  become  accursed  to  ever}  m. 
penitent  tranfgreflor  :  but  Chrift  “  is  our  peace, 
who  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe,  not  o.  i  ic 
ground,  but  of  the  law,  “being  made  a  curfe  for 
us and  under  whofe  dominion,  when  finally  eitab- 
lifhed,  “  there  fhall  be  no  more  curfe.’’ 

“  Noah  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  ; 
and  of  Chrift  he  faith,  “  Behold  my  fervant  whom  I 
uphold,  mine  eleft  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth. 

“  Noah  was  a  juft  man,  and  perfect  in  his  genera- 
tions and  of  whom  fpeaks  the  prophet,  when  he 
faith,  “  he  had  done  no  violence,  neither  was  any  de¬ 
ceit  in  his  mouth  ?”  and  the  apoftle,  “  who  did  no  fin, 

neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth  ?  and  ag.un, 

°  “  fuch 
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fuch  an High  Prieft  became  us,  who  is  holy,  harm- 
iels,  undefiled,  feparate  from  finners.”  Noah  was  a 
preacher  of  nghteoufnefs  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  prophecy 
puts  thefe  words  into  the  mouth  of  the  Meffiah  him- 
lei..,  _  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God  :  yea,  thy 
law  is  within  my  heart.  I  have  preached  righteouf- 
neis  in  the  great  congregation  ;  I  have  not  refrained 
my  lips,  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft.  I  have  not  hid  thy 
nghteoufnefs  within  my  heart,  I  declared  thy  faith- 
fulnefs  and  thy  falvation  ;  I  have  not  concealed  thy 
loving  kindnefs,  and  thy  -truth,  from  the  preat  con¬ 
gregation.”  *  Noah  preached,  and  preached  in  vain 
to  a  corrupted,  hardened  generation,  ripe  for  the  de- 
ftruction  of  a  flood ;  Jelus,  with  fimilar  mortification 
and  regret,  preached  to  an  impenitent,  incorrigible 
nation,  devoted  to  deftruction  by  means  of  a  Roman 
army.  “  Noah  walked  with  God  Chrift  fays  of 
himfelf,  “  I  and  my  Father  are  one;”  and '“my 
meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to  fin, 
ifh  his  work.”  But  Noah,  though  righteous,  could 
not  by  that  righteoufnefs  fave  the  men  of  his  genera¬ 
tion  from  the  judgments  of  God  :  his  faith  and  ho, 
lineis  availed  himfelf,  and  thofe  who  with  him  feared, 
believed,  and  prepared ;  but  could  not  fave  another  : 
and  there  is  a  fuppofed  Rate  of  corruption  fo  great, 
and  a  day  of  vengeance  fo  awful,  that  though  thefe 
three  men,  Noah ,  Daniel ,  and  Job,  were  in  the  land, 
they  Ihould  deliver  but  their  own  fouls  by  their  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  :  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  blelfed  Re¬ 
deemer  is  of  fuch  infinite  value  and  perfe&ion,  as  to 
deliver  from  fpiritual  and  eternal  death  an  innumera¬ 
ble  multitude  of  tranfgreffors. 

But  the  molt  memorable  incident  in  the  hiltory  of' 
Noah’s  lire,  was  the  “  building  of  the  ark  for  the 
laving  or  his  houfe.”  Every  circumltance  relating  to 
which,  exhibited  a  figure  of  him  who  was  to  come. 
And  firft,  they  exactly  coincide  in  refpedt  of  the  de- 
fign  or  contrivance.  The  plan  of  the  ark  was  formed 

in 

*  Pfalm  xl.  8,  c)?  iof 


io9 


LecT.  IX.  Isoab  and  Chrijc  compared. 

in  the  eternal  mind,  long  before  it  was  communicat¬ 
ed  to  Noah  ;  thus  believers  are  “  chofen  of  Goa  m 
Thfift  before  the  foundation  of  the  world.  i  o  hu¬ 
man  apprehenfion  at  firft  fight,  and  to  human  under- 
fending  enlightened  by  experience,  and  the  aftomflung 
improvements  made  in  naval  architecture,  a  \c  ci  01 
fuch  conftruftion  would  be  far  from  appearing  t  a 
likelieft  means  of  prefervation  from  a  calamity  -ike  t.ie 
deluue.  Not  a  feaman  or  flup-builder  m  Britain,  but 
woufd  pronounce  it  a  clumfy  piece  of  work,  would 
affirm  it  could  not  poffibly  live  at  fea,  and  predict  its 
foundering  in  the  deep,  even  without  the  attack  of  a 
ftorm.  Thus  “  the  crofs  was  to  the  Jews  a  ftumCurag- 
block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooiifhnefs  ;  but  to  them 
who  believe,  Chrift  is  the  power  or  God,  ana  the 
Wifdom  of  God.”  We  read  of  no  other  methods 
of  fafety  being  thought  of,  or  attempted,  by  tne 
thoughtlefs  men  of  the  antediluvian  world.  When 
the  evil  overtook  them,  they  would  naturally  flee  to 
fuch  wretched  refuge  as  defpair  pointed  out  ;  but 
whatever  other  means  of  falvation  in  the  gi  cal  ^  an 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord,  human  imagination  may  have 
deviled, 'the  feripture  faith  exprefsly,  “  Neither  is  there 
falvation  in  any  other  :  for  there  is  none  other  name 
under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  mud  be 
fayed  *  and  unavailing,  in  that  day,  will  be  the  ciei- 
ponding  invocations  of  impenitent  tinners,  to  “  the 
rocks  to  fall  upon  them,  and  to  the  hills  to  cover 
them  from  the  prefence  of  God,  and  the  wrath  of  the 

Lamb.5’  . 

As  the  ark  was  a  type  of  the  Mefiiah,  being  both. 

defigns  of  infinite  wifdom  ;  fo  do  they  alfo  coincide  in 

the  end  or  purpofe  to  which  they  were  deftined,  the 

falvation  of  thole  who  fled,  and  who  flee  thither  for 

refuge.  “  Noah  prepared  an  ark  for  the  faving  of  his 

houfe and  “  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 

his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  beiieveth  ^  m 

him  fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  ever  lading  life ;  ’  T 

and 
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ar*r  j  a^er  that,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  the  world  by 
wiidom  knew  not  God,  it  pleafed  God  by  the  foolifti- 
nels  oi  preaching  to  fave  them  that  believe.”  *  Both 
ot  them  fully  and  perfectly  anfwer  the  end  of  their  in- 
lhtution.  The  ark  was  at  once  a  place  of  fhelter  from 
the  itorm ;  contained  all  neceffary  accommodation  and 
provifion  ;  furnifhed  opportunity  and  means  of  the 
moft  delightful  communion  and  fellowlhip  ;  and  con- 
ffituted  the  deareft  bond  of  union  and  love.  Who 
does  not  fee  in  this,  that  wonderful  perfon  of  whom 
prophecy  thus  fpeaks,  «  A  man  fnall  be  as  an  hiding 
puice  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  from  the  tempefl : 
as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as  the  fhadow  of  a 
great  rock  in  a  weary  land  ”f  In  whom  “  it  has 
plealed  the  Father  that  all  fulnefs  fliould  dwell of 
whom  “  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is 
named  ;  who  thus  declares  in  his  own  perfon, 
“  thole  that  thou  gaveft  me  I  have  kept,  and  none  of 
them  is  loft,  who  enjoins  them  “  to  love  one  anoth¬ 
er,”  and  prays  for  them,  that  “  they  all  may  be  one, , 

as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  thev  alfo 
may  be  one  in  us.” 

The  attractive  influence  of  the  gofpel,  and  its  blef- 
fed  tendency  to  tame  and  fubdue  the  high  thoughts, 
and  the  favage  difpofitions  of  the  human  heart,  were1 
beautifully  prefigured  by  the  inftin&ive  call  of  Prov¬ 
idence  to  the  brute  creation  to  feek  fhelter  in  the  ark, 
and  by  the  placability  and  gentlenefs  of  their  difpofi¬ 
tions  towards  each  other  while  they  continued  in  it. 
The  words  of  Ifaiah  are  literally  a  hiftory  of  the  deb 
uge,  and  they  contain  a  prediction  equally  beautiful 
and  firiking,  of  the  peaceablenefs  and  concord  of 
ChrifPs  kingdom ;  u  The  wolf  alfo  fhall  dwell  with  the 
lamb,  and  the  leopard  fhall  lie  down  with  the  kid  ; 
and  the  calf,  and  the  young  lion  and  the  fatling  to¬ 
gether,  and  a  little  child  fhall  lead  them.  And  the 
cow  and  the  bear  fhall  feed,  their  young  ones  fhall  lie 
down  together  :  and  the  lion  fhall  eat  ftraw  like  the 
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ox  And  the  fucking  child  fhall  play  on  the  hole  of 
the  afp  and  the  weaned  child  fhall  put  his  hand  on 
the  cockatrice  den.  They  fhall  not  hurt  nor  deftroy 
in  all  my  holy  mountain  ;  for  the  earth  man  be  iml 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord*  as  the  waters  cover  the 
fea.”#  Under  the  influence  of  ChrifPs  Spirit,  the 
fierce  and  the  proud,  the  cruel  and  the  refentfiil,  the 
envious  ,  and  the  pafiionate,  “  put  on  as  the  elea  o 
God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercies,  kindneis, 
humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  long-luffering  ;  and 
learn  to  forbear  one  another,  to  forgive  one  an¬ 
other.”  . 

Again  the  figure  fliifting  from  the  aix,  to  him 

who  built  and  conflrufted  it,  according  to  the  pattern 
given  him  of  God,  Noah  himfelf  becomes  the  t^pe, 
and  Jefus  the  perfon  typified.  The  plan  or  defign  of 
the  ark  was  of  God  ;  the  execution  was  Noah’s  ;  in 
like  manner,  the  plan  of  redemption,  which  was  form¬ 
ed  of  old,  even  from  everlafting,  God  was  at  length 
manifefted  in  the  flefh  to  execute,  and  in  it  he  laboui  ed 
and  perfevered,  till  bowing  his  head,  “  it  is  fmifhed.” 
What  fhall  we  fay  ?  The  very  waters  of  the  flood  have 
a  figurative  profpeft  of  gofpel  times  and  gofpel  iaeas. 
The  deluge  was  a  purifier  of  the  old  world,  corrupt¬ 
ed  and  defiled  by  fin  ;  and  “  a  few,  that  is,  eight 
fouls,  were  faved  by  water  the  antitype  of  which 
remarkable  event,  we  are  informed  by  the  apoftle  Pe¬ 
ter,  is  our  falvation  by  baptifm  ;  “  The  like  figure 
whereunto  even  baptifm  doth  alfo  now  fave  us,  [Aot  the 
putting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  flefh,  but  the  anfwer 
of  a  good  confidence  towards  God]  by  the  reftirrefticn 
of  Jefus  Chrift/’f  When  we  behold  the  fame  ele¬ 
ment  deftruftive  to  one  and  falutary  to  another,  are 
we  not  led  to  think  of  that  do&rine  which  is  “  unto 
God  a  fweet  favour  of  Chrift,  in  them,  that  are  faved 
and  in  them  that  perifh  ?  to  the  one  it  is  a  favour  of 
death  unto  death,  and  to  the  other,  a  favour  of  life 
unto  life and  of  that  other  under  which  the  Baptifl 
„  reprelents 
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reprefems  thc  power  and  coming  of  the  Son  of  God  ? 

9\e  aia  *s  m  his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly 
purge  his  floor,  and  gather  his  wheat  into  the  garner  : 

W  ^  burn  up  the  chad  with  unquenchable 

The  wind  or  fpirit  which  paired  over  the  earth,  and 
affuaged  the  waters,  points  out  to  us  not  obfcurely- 
tne  power  of  that  Divine  Spirit,  who  in  the  beginning 
“  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,”  and  reduced  chat 
cs  into  order  and  beauty  ;  and  who  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  providence  “  fitteth  upon  the  flood  even 
“ the  Lord  on  high,  who  is  mightier  than  the  noife  of 
many  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the  fea.” 
Is  it  not  fweetly  figurative  of  that  dav/n  of  hope,  that 
proclamation  of  mercy,  before  which  the  tide  of 
wrath  begins  to  ebb  and  to  fubfide  ? 

Ihe  figure  of  the  dove  declares  its  own  fneaning 
and  import,.  In  the  natural  purity  and  innocence  of 
tnat  fweet  bird ;  in  her  going  and  returning ;  in  the 
expreffive  Ipeed  of  her  firit  excurfion  \  in  the  expref- 
five  fymbol  Ihe  bore  in  her  mouth  at  her  fecond  re¬ 
turn,  the  olive-leaf ;  in  the  clear  and  explicit  inform¬ 
ation  conveyed  by  her  not  returning  again  the  third 
time,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  obferve  a  prefiguration  of 
the  purity  and  innocence  of  the  Holy  Jefus,  the  Me¬ 
diator  between  God  and  man.  “  How  beautiful  up¬ 
on  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth 
good  tidings,  that  publilheth  peace ^  that  bringeth  good 
tidings  of  good,  that  publilheth  falvation !”  “  Lo, 
the  winter  is  part,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone,  the  flow¬ 
ers  appear  on  the  earth,  the  time  of  the  finging  of 
birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in 
our  land.”  As  the  ftate  of  the  world  was  gradually 
unfolded  to  Noah  by  the  different  appearances  and 
conduct  of  his  dove ;  fo  was  the  plan  of  redemption 
by  Jefus  Chrift  gradually  difclofed  to  the  world,  in 
types,  in  allegories,  and  by  predictions,  till  the  morn- 
ing  light  at  length  became  perfect  day,  and  “  God, 

.  who 
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who  at  fundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners,  fpake  ia 
time  part  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  ia 
thefe  laft  days  fpoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he 
hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  alfo  he 
made  the  worlds.”* 

As  the  ark,  after  the  toflmgs  and  temped  of  the 
flood,  refted  fafely  on  the  top  of  Mount  Ararat ;  fo 
Chrift,  having  fuffered  all  things  that  were  appointed, 
“  entered  into  his  glory,”  and  eftablifhed  the  faith  of 
them  that  believe  in  him,  upon  “  a  rock,  againft 
which  the  gates  of  hell  never  fliall  prevail.”  The  ark 
afforded  protection  to  thofe  only  who  fled  for  fhelter 
under  its  roof,  and  whom  God  fhut  up  within  it.  It 
was  not  merely  the  fight  of  that  wonderful  fabric, 
nor  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  the  plan,  nor  an 
active  hand  in  the  rearing  of  it,  nor  an  external  adher¬ 
ence  to  it,  when  the  evil  day  came,  that  afforded  fafe- 
ty  to  the  miferable.  Our  Lord  himfelf  furnifhes  us 
with  the  application  of  thefe  important  circumftances, 
“  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  fliall 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven :  but  he  that  doth 
the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  Many  will 
fay  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not  proph- 
efied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  caff:  out 
devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ? 
and  then  will  I  profefs  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you : 
depart  from  me  ye  that  work  iniquity.”!  And  impref- 
fed  with  an  awful  fenfe  of  it,  Paul  fays  of  himfelf,  “  I 
therefore  fo  run,  not  as  uncertainly  :  fo  fight  I,  not  as 
one  that  beateth  the  air ;  but  I  keep  under  my  body, 
and  bring  it  into  fubje&ion,  left  that  by  any  means, 
when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  fhould  be  a 
caft  away.”  J 

Farther  ;  when  we  fee  Noah  at  the  altar  of  God, 
offering  the  facrifices  of  thankfgiving,  prefenting  a 
viaim  of  every  clean  bird  and  beaft,  and  God  fmell- 
ing  a  favour  of  reft ;  ceafing  from  his  anger,  remit¬ 
ting  the  curfe,  and  eftablifhing  a  new  covenant  upon 

H  better 
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better  promifes,  we  “  behold  the  Lamb  of  God  who 
faketh  away  the  fins  of  the  world.”  Chrift  the  altar1 
that  is  eretted,  the  prieft  who  officiates,  and  the  viftim 
which  is  offered  up.  We  behold  provifion  made  for 
the  remiffion  of  tranfgreffions  committed  under  the 
fecond  covenant,  for  which  there  was  no  remedy 
under  the  firft.  The  paffage  on  which  this  dilcourfe 
is  built,  is  a  full  and  particular  illuftration  of  this. 
The  whole  chapter  refers  to  the  bringing  in  of  the 
Gentile  nations  to  the  ftandard  of  the  Meffiah. 
“  For  thy  Maker  is  thine  hufband  [the  Lord  of  Hoffs 
is  his  name]  and  thy  Redeemer  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael ;  the  God  of  the  whole  earth  fnall  he  be  called. 
For  the  Lord  has  called  thee  as  a  woman  forfaken, 
and  grieved  in  fpirit,  and  a  wife  of  youth,  when  thou 
waft  refuled,  faith  thy  God.  For  a  fmall  moment 
have  I  forfaken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will  I 
gather  thee.  In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee 
for  a  moment  ;■  but  with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I 
have  mercy  on  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer. 
For  this  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me :  for  as  I 
have  fworn  that  the  waters  of  Noah  Ihould  no  more 
r>o  over  the  earth  5  fo  have  I  fworn  that  I  would  not  be 
wroth  with  thee,  nor  rebuke  thee.  For  the  moun¬ 
tains  fhall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed  ;  but  my 
kindnefs  fhall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  fhall  the 
covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed,  faith  the  Lord, 
that  hath  mercy  on  thee.”  *  Expreffions  beautifully 
figurative  of  the  ftrength,  beauty,  and  duration  of  the 
chriftian  church,  and  of  the  immoveable  foundation 
on  which  the  chriftian  faith  is  built. 

Finally,  the  rainbow,  the  token  of  God  s  covenant 
of  peace  with  the  earth,  produced,  in  the  courfe  of 
nature,  by  the  rays  of  the  fun  falling  on  a  cloud  im¬ 
pregnated  with  rain ;  without  draining  for  a  fimili- 
tude,  exhibits  mercy  rejoicing  over  judgment ;  the 
rays  of  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  reflected  from,  and 
difperfmg  the  clouds  of  divine  wrath  and  human  guilt. 


*  Ifaiah  liv.  5 — 10. 
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It  reprefents  the  difpenfatioirs  of  the  Mofl:  High  to* 
wards  men,  as  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  fpiritual  be¬ 
ings  who  never  finned,  and  thofe  who  never  fliall  be 
faved.  In  hell,  the  gloom  is  not  for  a  fingle  inftant 
difpelled  by  one  beam  of  light,  nor  defpair  relieved  by 
one  ray  of  hope.  The  ferenity  of  heaven  is  never 
obfcured  by  one  frown  from  the  face  of  God.  But 
our  world  is  the  theatre,  on  which  are  difplayed, 
“  mercy  and  truth  meeting  together,  righteoufnefs 
and  peace  killing  each  other  ;”  “  truth  fpringing  out 
of  the  earth,  and  righteoufnefs  looking  down  from 
heaven.”  The  bow  in  the  cloud  is  the  reverfe  of  that 
defcribed  by  the  Pfalmift  :  “  He  hath  bent  his  bow  and 
made  it  ready,  he  hath  alfo  prepared  for  him  the  in- 
ftruments  of  death  :  he  ordaineth  his  arrows  againfl: 
the  perfecutorS.”  *  No,  it  is  a  bow  unbent,  armed 
with  no  deadly  weapon,  and  its  dangerous,  threaten¬ 
ing  fide  averted  from  us,  and  turned  towards  heaven. 
The  bow  is  never  to  be  feen  but  when  ode  fide  of  the 
heaven  is  clear,  and  the  fun  above  the  horizon  ;  un- 
lefs  it  be  by  the  fober,  filver  rays  of  the  moon’s  mild, 
refle&ed  light.  Thus  every  thing  ufeful  and  pleafing 
in  nature,  every  thing  fatisfying  and  confolatory  in 
providence,  in  order  to  be  perceived  and  enjoyed, 
mull  be  irradiated,  explained,  and  applied,  by  the 
eternal  Wifdom,  the  Word  of  God,  “  the  true  Light 
which  enlighteneth  every  man  who  cometh  into  the 
world  ;  and  thus  many  of  the  obje&s  which  we  are 
incapable  of  contemplating,  by  the  diredi  and  imme¬ 
diate  illumination  of  the  glorious  “  Father  of  Lights,” 
are  tempered  to  our  perception,  ufe,  and  delight,  by 
refle&ion  from  other  orbs.  “  No  man  hath  feen  God 
at  any  time.  The  only  begotten  Son  who  is  in  the 
bofom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared  him.” 

Thus  have  we  endeavoured  to  point  out  thofe  par¬ 
ticulars  in  the  perfon,  charafter,  and  life  of  Noah, 
which  feem  more  obvioufly  typical  of  Chrift  the 
Lord ;  but  I  cannot  conclude  the  parallel,  without 

H  2  directing 

*  Pfalm  vii.  12,  13. 
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directing  your  thoughts  to  one  article  of  refemblance 
more.  The  old  world  having  undergone  the  purga¬ 
tion  of  a  flood,  was  delivered  in  its  renewed  ftate  to 
Noah  and  his  natural  pofterity  for  a  poffeffion :  and 
from  the  world  that  is,  when  purified  by  fire,  “  We, 
according  to  his  promife,  look,  foi'  new  heavens  and  a 
new  earth  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.  “  He  that 
fitteth  upon  the  throne  faitn,  Behold  I  make  ail  things 
new  !  for  the  former  things  are  palled  away.  And 
he  that  is  before  the  throne  faith,  “  In  my  Father’s 
houfe  are  many  manfions !  if  it  were  not  fo  I  would 
have  told  you  t  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you,  and. if 
I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again 
and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye 
may  be  alfo.  And  whither  I  go  ye  know,  and  the 
way  ye  know.”  “  Bleffed  is  he  who  flrall  eat  bread 
in  the  kingdom  of  God.”  “  Bleffed  are  they  that  do 
his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  right  to  the 
tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into 

the  city.”  ,  .a 

Let  me  now  exhort  you  in  the  words  or  L.nriit, 

«  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have 
eternal  life,  and  they  teftify  of  Him,  who  is  Alpha  and 
Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  the  beginning  and  the 
end  and  as  you  read  and  meditate,  the  fight  will 
break  in  upon  you,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world  will 
Hand  confeffed  in  every  page,  in  every  line  ;  fo  that 
ye  may  fay  one  to  another,  in  the  words  of  Andrew 
to  Simon  his  brother,  “  We  have  found  the  Meffias, 
which  is,  being  interpreted,  the  Chrift.”  And  when 
you  fee  all  that  is  venerable  in  refpeft  of  antiquity,  all 
that  is  facred  in  office,  all  that  is  dignified  in  roya  ty, 
bringing  their  glory  and  honour  to  him,  lay  yourlelvej. 
at  his  feet,  and  fay,  “  he  is  our  Lord  and  ye  wdl  wor¬ 
ship  him  for  “  fiirely  this  is  the  Son  of  God. 

And  here  clofes  the  firft  great  period  of  the  world. 
There  next  enfues  a  very  confiderable  fpace  of  time, 
fruitful  indeed  in  names,  but  barren  in  events.  Provi¬ 
dence  has  thought  fit  to  draw  a  veil  over  it  for  this 
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obvious  reafon,  that  however  amufmg  or  inftru£Uvc 
the  detail  of  that  period  might  be  to  us,  as  citizens  of 
this  world,  having  no  fpecial  relation  to  the  hiftory 
of  redemption,  it  cannot  be  very  deeply  intereflmg  to 
us  as  chriftians.  And  the  defign  of  the  bible  is  not  fo 
much  to  convey  to  us  natural  and  political  knowledge, 
as  the  knowledge  of  “  the  only  true  God,  and  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  whom  he  hath  fent,  whom  to  know  is  hie 
eternal.”  The  facred  hiftorian  accordingly  haitons  on 
to  the  times  of  Abraham,  when  the  promiles  and  pre- 
di&ions  of  the  Meffiah  become  more  clear  and  exprels, 
and  that  Saviour  was  explicitly  announced,  “m  whom 
all  the  families  of  the  earth”  fhould  at  length  be  bleffed. 

When  we  have  marked  the  progrefs  of  the  dawn, 
and  obferved  the  firft  rays  of  this  riling  fun,  through 
the  medium  of  type,  figure,  and  prediction  ;  when 
we  have  confidered  the  tokens  of  approaching  glory 
in  the  eafl  ;  let  us  look  up  together,  and  behold  the 
iblendour  of  the  full-blown  day  ;  let  us  contemplate 
the  glory  fpread  around  us,  by  “  the  fun  mining  m 
his  ftrength  ”  The  fcattered  glimmerings  of  light,— 
a  terreftrial  paradile,  the  firft  promife  of  deliverance 
by  the  feed  of  the  woman,  Abel’s  facnfice,  knock  s 
tranflation,  Noah’s  ark,  and  all  that  followed  during 
fo  many  ages,  were  at  length  collected  and  loft  in  that 
one  great  luminary,  which  is  the  light  of  the  chnftian 
world.  But  alas !  “  this  is  the  condemnation,  that 
light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  loved  darkne.s 
rather  than  light ;  becaufe  their  deeds  were  evil,  ror 
every  one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  light  j  neithci  com- 
eth  to  the  light,  left  his  deeds  fhould  be  reproved.’’  * 
Let  us  endeavour  to  approve  ourfelves,  “children  of  the 
light,  and  of  the  day  ;”  and  obferve  and  follow  Him, 
who  thus  fpeaks  concerning  himfelf,  “  I  am  the  light 
of  the  world ;  he  that  followeth  me,  lhall  not  walk 
jn  darknefs,  but  fhall  have  the  light  of  life.” 

*  John  iii.  19, 
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lecture  x, 

GENESIS  Xii.  I. 

the  Lord  had  f aid  unto  Abram ,  Get  thee  out  of  thy 
country ,  and  from  thy  kindred ,  and  from  thy  father's 
houfe ,  unto  a  land  that  I  will  fhew  thee% 

It  would  yield  neither  amufement  nor  inllruQ:ion, 
to  lay  before  you  in  detail,  the  genealogical  fucceffion 
of  the  fons  of  .  Noah,  from  the  flood  to  the  calling  of 
Abram.  Scripture  prefents  us  with  a  very  general 
view  of  that  period.  It  fliews  14s  mankind  engaged 
in  purfuits  common  to  men  in  every  age.  It  exhibits 
the  ufual  and  natural  operations,  and  the  effeds  of 
pride,  and  ambition,  and  avarice  :  plans  of  empire 
formed ;  imperial  cities  founded }  new  difcoveries 
made,  and  Settlements  eftablilhed,  For  a  confiderabf 
time,  the  recent  horrors  of  the  deluge  mull  have  laid 
fall  hold  of  the  rnmds  of  men,  as  the  awful  monu¬ 
ments  of  it  were  every  where  before  their  eyes.  This 
would  naturally,  for  a  while,  confine  them  to  the 
mountainous  regions  of  Armenia,  where  the  ark  firft 
relied.  But  as  their  fears  diminished,  and  their  num¬ 
bers  increafed,  we  find  them,  allured  by  the  beauty 
and  fertility  of  the  plains,  which  were  waflied  by  the 
lygres  and  the  Euphrates,  defcending  gradually  from 
the  heights,  and  Spreading  along  the  vail  and  fruitful 
valleys  of  Shinar  or  Chaldea.  And  he  who  had  feen 
the  whole  human  race  cut  off  for  their  wickednefs,  his 
own  family  confilting  of  eight  perfons  excepted,  lived 
to  fee  the  defendants  of  that  family,  almoft  as  numer¬ 
ous 
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nm  and  as  profligate  as  the  generation  of  men  which 
Zd  been  deftroyed  by  the  flood.  He  had  the  morti- 
fication,  in  particular,  of  feeing  his  poftenty  engaged 
in  an  enterprife  equally  abfurd,  yam  and  « 
that  of  building  a  city  and  a  tower  whole  top  Ihould 
reach  unto  heaven,”  to  tranfmit  their  names  with  re¬ 
nown  to  pofterity,  to  be  the  great  feat  of  empire,  and 
-thereby  the  means  of  preferving  them  in  one  gi  and 
fyftem  of  political  union,  and  of  fecurmg  them  from 

difcord  and  difperfion. 

The  facred  volume  informs  us,  that  the  very  mean, 
which  they  had  vainly  devifed  to  keep  themfelves  to¬ 
p-ether,  in  the  wifdom  of  God,  feparated  and  matter¬ 
ed  them.  But  the  hiftory  of  that  event  falls  not  with- 
in  the  defign  of  thefe  exerciles.  Leaving  Nimrod 
and  his  vain-glorious  companions  to  excel  the  monu¬ 
ment  of  their  own  folly,  and  to  feel  the  confluences 
of  their  impiety,  let  us  attend  the  facred  hiftorianm 
tracing,  not  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  empire,  but  the 
formation,  the  unfolding,  and  the  execution  of  the 
plan  of  redemption.  Dropping  the  mighty  founders 
of  Nineveh  and  Babylon  in  that  oblivion  wherein 
providence  has  plunged  them  never  to  emerge,  let 
is  accompany  the  father  of  the  faithful  from  Ur  of 
the  Chaldees  to  the  place  of  his  deftination,  and  ob- 
ferve  the  increafmg  fplendour  of  the  day  of  grace, 
and  adore  the  wifdom,  truth  and  faithfulnefs  o 
who  promifed,  and  who  “  hath  done  as  he  had  laid. 

It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  in  the  entrance  01  the 
hiftory  of  this  great  patriarch,  that  one  life,  that  of 
Noah,  almoft  conne&s  Adam  with  Abram.  For  No¬ 
ah  was  born  only  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  years 
after  the  death  of  Adam,  and  lived  till  within  two 
'  years  of  Abram’s  birth.  In  one  fenfe,  therefore,  the 
father  and  founder  of  the  Jewifh  nation  is  very  little 
more  than  the  third  from  the  firft  man.  So  readily, 
immediately,  and  uninterruptedly,  might  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  important  truth,  particularly  the  promiies  ot 

falvation,  be  communicated  through  fo  long  a  tract  o 

tune. 
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*Lme’  J { *S  ^art^er  obfervable,  that  as  from  Adam  to 
Noah  there  are  ten  generations,  fo  likewife  from  No¬ 
ah  to  Abram  there  are  ten  generations ;  but  the  latter 
lucceeded  each  other  much  fafler  than  the  former. 
The  firft  ten  occupy  a  period  of  one  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-fix  years  ;  the  laft  is  Ihrunk  down  to 
three  hundred  and  fifty-feven.  We  are  henceforward, 
therefore,  to  be  converfant  with  lives  reduced  nearer 
to  our  own  ftandard.  While  extreme  longevity  was 
neceffary  to  carry  on  the  defigns  of  Providence,  men 
lived  to  the  age  of  many  centuries.  When  God  faw 
it  was  meet  to  fubftitute  a  written  and  permanent  rev¬ 
elation,  in  the  place  of  oral  tradition  from  father  to 
fon,  the  life  of  man  was  fhortened. 

JThe  hiftory  of  Abram’s  life  commences  at  a  period 
of  it,  long  before  which,  that  of  moft  men  is  conclud¬ 
ed  y  namely,  at  the  feventy-fifth  year  of  his  age.  It 
is  never  either  too  early  or  too  late  to  ferve  and 
follow  God.  But  the  folly  and  prefumption  of  youth 
is  but  too  apt  to  defer  matters  of  the  greateft  moment 
to  the  laft  hour  ;  and  this  fatal  wafte  of  the  feed-time 
of  life,  is  the  fure  foundation  of  difhonour,  remorfe, 
and  defpair,  in  old  age.  But  though  our  patriarch 
had  ai  rived  at  a  period  of  life  fo  advanced,  before 
the  facred  hiftorian  introduces  him  upon  the  ftage, 
the  obfcurity  which  lies  upon  his  earlier  years  is  am¬ 
ply  compenfated  by  the  rich,  inftruftive,  and  enter¬ 
taining  materials,  furnifhed  from  the  divine  ftores, 
for  the  hiftory  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life. 

There  is  fomething  Angularly  affe&ing,  in  the  idea 
of  an  old  man  giving  up  the  fcenes  of  his  youthful 
days  ;  fcenes  endeared  to  the  mind  by  the  fond  rec¬ 
ollection  of  paft  joys  ;  foregoing  his  kindred  and 
friends  ;  and  becoming  an  exile  and  a  wanderer,  at  a 
period  when  nature  feeks  repofe,  and  when  the  heart 
cleaves  to  thofe  objefts  to  which  it  has  been  long  ac- 
cuftomed.  But  that  man  goes  on  cheerfully,  who 
knows  he  is  following  God  ;  he  can  never  remove  far 
from  home,  who  has  “  made  the  Moft  High  his  habi. 
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tation  •”  he  who  falls  afleep  in  the  bofom  of  a  father, 
knows’ that  he  (hall  awake  in  perfect  peace  and  fafety. 
Accordingly,  “  Abram,  when  he  was  called  to  go 
out  into  a  place  which  he  Ihould  after  receive  for  an 
inheritance,  obeyed,  and  he  went  out,  not  knowing 
whither  he  went.”  * 

Abram  being  held  forth  in  fcripture  as  the  pattern 
of  a  cheerful,  prompt  and  attive  faith  in  God,  as 
we  proceed,  we  lhall  mark  the  appearances  and  the 
effects  of  that  faith  in  the  fucceffive  trials  to  which  it 
was  expofed.  ihe  very  firft  act  of  his  obedience 
to  the  will  of  Heaven,  proves  the  exiftcnce  and  the 
prevalency  of  this  powerful  principle.  When  called  to 
leave  his  country  and  his  father  s  noule,  “  he  went 
out,  not  knowing,”  not  caring,  “  whither  he  went. 
What  could  have  induced  him  to  make  luch  a  fur- 
render,  but  a  fenfe  of  his  duty  to  God,  an  entire 
acquiefcence  in  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  a  full  affuran.ee  that  his  Heavenly  Father 
both  could  and  would  indemnify  him,  for  every  facri- 
fice  which  he  was  called  to  make !  A  facrifice  fimilar 
to  this  every  real  chriftian  virtually  offers  up,  when  he 
renounces  the  pomp  and  pleafure  of  this  vain  world,  to 
the  hope  of  “  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled, 
and  that  fadeth  not  away.”  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  was 
become  a  land  of  idolatry.  Abram’s  neareit  relations 
had  loll  the  knowledge,  and  deviated  from  the  true 
worfhip  of  the  God  of  their  fathers.  T.  o  have  con¬ 
tinued  there,  would  have  been  to  prefer  a  fituation 
dangerous  to  religion  and  virtue.  Why  may  we  not 
fuppofe  the  call  given  him  to  depart,  to  be  the  impulfe 
of  an  honeft  and  enlightened  mind,  ftirred  at  the 
fight  of  fo  many  idols,  and  the  impure  rites  of  their 
worfhippers ;  and  prompted  to  flee,  at  whatever  ex- 
penfe,  from  feenes  of  fo  much  impiety  and  pollution. 
When  men  are  to  receive  immediately  their  indemnifi¬ 
cation  or  equivalent,  the  merit  of  a  furrender  is  fmall ; 

but  it  requires  the  faith  and  trufl:  of  an  Abram,  to  take 
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a  general  promife  of  God  as  full  fecurity.  But  his 
faith  had  to  ftruggle,  in  the  very  fetting  out,  with 
difficulties  feemingly  unfurmoufttable.  The  promifes 
made  to  him  were  not  only  conveyed  in  very  general 
terms,  and  the  accompliffiment  removed  to  a  great 
diicance  ;  but  natural  impoffibilities  alfo  barred  the 
way.  What  a  flender  profpeft  mull  a  man  entertain 
of  a  numerous  offspring,  when  both  nature  and  relig¬ 
ion  prevent  the  poffibility  of  his  having  children  ? 
Tin  Spirit  of  God  therefore  beftows  a  juft  tribute  of 
praife  on  this  part  of  his  conduQ:,  he  believed  God, 
and  it  was  accounted  to  him  for  righteoufn efs,”  be- 
caufe  that  “  againft  hope,  he  believed  in  hope.”  But 
when  we  come  to  examine  the  promife  more  particu* 
larly,  we  lhall  find  that  it  contained  every  thing  which 
can  roufe  and  fire  a  noble  and  generous  mind :  per* 
fonal  honour  and  felicity  ;  “  I  will  blefs  thee  and  make 
thy  name  great a  numerous  and  a  thriving  progeny, 
who  to  lateft  ages  fhould  acknowledge  him  as  their 
founder,  and  glory  in  their  relation  to  him ;  I  wall 
make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  thou  fhalt  be  a  bleff- 
ing  univerfal  benefit  accruing  to  the  human  race 
from  him ;  4C  in  thee  fhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
be  bleffed.”  Behold  then  the  illuftrious  exile  turn¬ 
ing  his  back  on  home,  attended  only  by  his  aged 
parent  finking  into  the  grave  under  the  weight  of 
years  and  infirmity  ;  his  beloved  Sarai  ;  and  Lot  his 
nephew,  who  it  would  feem,  was  determined  to  fhare 
the  fortunes  of  his  pious  uncle,  and  with  him  to 
facrifice  every  worldly  confederation  to  religion. 
With  Providence  for  their  proteftor  and  guide,  and 
the  word  of  God  for  their  encouragement  and 
confolation,  they  fet  out  in  confidence,  and  arrive 
at  their  deftined  habitation  in  fafety.  But  God,  who 
had  provided  for  Abram  a  country,  would  neverthe- 
lefs  have  him  carry  away  from  Chaldea,  all  his  horn 
eftly  acquired  property  ;  for  true  faith  makes  light  of 
none  of  Goal’s  benefits  :  and  worldly  profperity,  hon* 
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curably  acquired,  moderately  and  thankfully  enjoyed, 
is  an  undoubted  mark  of  God  s  favour* 

Being  arrived  in  Canaan,  God  appears  to  Abram 
again,  and  informs  him  that  this  was  the  land  which 
he  had  in  view  for  him  \  and  renews  the  declaration, 
“  Unto  thy  feed  will  I  give  this  land.”  In  thefe 
words  two  things  are  remarkable.  Firft,  a  farther 
delay  of  the  accomplifhment  of  the  promife,  1  will 
give  ;  and  fecondly,  a  transferring  of  the  gift  of  it, 
from  Abram  himfelf,  to  his  feed.  Each  of  thefe 
alone,  had  been  fufficient  to  have  cooled  an  ordinary 
ardour,  to  have  difcouraged  an  ordinary  fpirit.  But 
the  good  man  difcovers  no  fymptom  of  dilfatisfa&ion 
or  difappointment,  at  either  the  delay,  or  the  change 
of  deftination ;  he  does  not  fo  much  as  inquire  when 
or  how  that  promifed  offspring  of  his  was  to  arife. 
It  is  fufficient  for  him,  that  he  is  following  the  call 
of  Heaven,  and  that  he  is  bleffed  with  the  divine  pref¬ 
ence  through  his  pilgrimage  :  with  him,  even  66  hope 
deferred  maketh”  not  the  heart  Tick he  finds  he 
is  not  even  now  come.,  to  his  reft,  yet  repines  not. 
But  though  he  finds  no  houfe  nor  city  for  himfelf  ta 
dwell  in,  he  finds  both  leifure  and  inclination  to  eredl 
an  altar  unto  God ;  “  and  there  builded  he  an  altar 
unto  the  Lord  who  had  appeared  unto  him.”  #  He 
who  has  fet  up  his  reft  in  the  Almighty,  is_  every 
where  and  always  at  home  ;  and  a  truly  gracious 
fpirit  will  never  omit  a  work  of  piety  and  mercy,  un¬ 
der  a  pretence  of  wanting  means  or  opportunity. 

Why  fhould  we  inquire,  in  what  manner  God  ap¬ 
peared  unto  Abram  ;  or  how  much  wifer  fhould  we 
be  for  knowing  it  ?  Has  not  the  great,  the  almighty 
God,  refiftlefs  power  over  oiir  bodies  and  our  minds  ? 
And  can  he  not  make  every  element,  every  creature 
a  vehicle  of  his  will  to  us  ?  Behold  the  patriarch  re¬ 
moving  from  place  to  place  ;  “  fojourning  in  the  land 
of  promife  as  in  a  ftrange  land,”  travelling  from  Si- 
£hem  to  the  plain  of  Moreh ;  from  Bethel  to  Hai ; 

probably 
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probably  through  fear  of  the  idolatrous  Canaanites ; 
who,  we  are  told,  then  occupied  the  land.  But 
though'  he  fojourn,  as  the  wayfaring  man,  but  for  a 
night,  the  altar  is  conllituted,  and  the  viftim  is  offer¬ 
ed  up.*  And  Abram’s  altar  is  not  built  in  the  fpirit 
wherein  many  a  facred  edifice  has  been  fmce  reared, 
and  many  a  pious  volume  purchafed,  for  fhew,  not 
for  ufe  ; — having  built  an  altar  to  Jehovah,  cc  he  calf* 
ed  upon  the  name  of  Jehovah.” 

But  a  wandering  life  through  Canaan  is  not  the 
word  of  his  condition.  His  faith  is  put  to  a  new  and 
fevere  trial  ;  he  is  driven  out  of  that  land  by  famine. 
The  country  fb  pompoufly  promifed,  as  a  portion  to 
his  feed,  when  increafed  to  the  number  of  the  fand 
upon  the  fea-fhore,  refufes  fubfiftence  fufficient  to  his 
family  in  its  prefent  diminutive  date.  What  then  ? 
Let  nature  or  providence  raife  what  obftacles  they 
may,  faith  removes  or  furmounts  them.  He  fits  not 
down  fuddenly  with  the  peevifh  prophet,  faying,  “  I 
do  well  to  be  angry,”  but  employs  fagacity  and  dili¬ 
gence  to  difcover,  and  to  obtain,  the  means  of  relief. 
He  retires  to  Egypt,  which  the  fcarcity  had  not  reach¬ 
ed,  or  which  it  had  afflicted  in  an  inferior  degree. 
Self-prefervation  is  the  firft  law  of  our  nature  ;  and 
he  that  provideth  not  for  his  own,  efpecially  thofe  of 
his  own  houfe,  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is  worfe 
than  an  infidel.” 

But  where,  alas,  fhall  we  find  the  faith  that  never 
ftaggered  through  unbelief ;  the  confidence  in  Heav¬ 
en  that  never  failed  ?  On  his  entrance  into  Egypt, 
Abram  is  feized  with  an  unaccountable  fit  of  diltruft, 
altogether  unbecoming  his  character,  and  equally  in¬ 
jurious  to  God,  to  Sarai,  and  to  the  king  of  Egypt. 
He  is  afraid  of  trufting  the  honour  of  his  wife,  during 
a  temporary  refidence  in  a  ftrange  country,  to  that 
God,  at  whofe  command  he  had  given  up  his  native 
country  and  his  all.  He  injures  the  friend  and  com¬ 
panion  of  his  youth,  in  fuppofing  her  capable  of  being 
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allured  by  the  fplendour  and  Batter 7 %ypt,  “ 
forcrpt  her  duty  to  her  hufband.  Hv  ailronts  a  prince 
he  knew  not,  by  Mpeaing  him  ot  a  bale  and 
criminal  def.gn  iagainft  the  peace  and  honour  ot  a 
Seer,  driven  into  hie  dominions  for  rebel  Irom 
famine.  He  ha,  recourfe  to  the  crooked  path  of  cun 
ninff  and  falfehood,  when  the  dired  road  ot  launch. 
3  truth  would  have  ferved  his  turn  much  be «m. 
Over  caution  is  brother  to  great  raftmeis.  He 

wants  to  fliew  himfelf  over  wile,  loon  proves  n 
to  be  a  fool.  The  very  means  which  Abram  Has 
devifed  for  pfeferving  Sarai’s  chaftity,  expofed  her  to 
danger.  As  his  filler,  Ihe  might  be  lawfully  addi  edld 
by  any  one  ;  as  his  wife,  fhe  was  confidered  as  Here 
to  himfelf;  for  the  rights  of  wedlock  were  he  d  m  rev¬ 
erence,  even  by  idolatrous  Egyptians.  What  muft 
have  been  his  feelings  when  the  impofture  was  detect¬ 
ed  ?  How  keen  his  remorfe,  to  lee  Pharaoh  and  ins 
innocent  houfehold,  plagued  for  his  fault  2  T he  con- 
fcious  lliame  of  having  afted  wrong,  and  of  thei  efcy 
havin'*  brought  mifchief  upon  another,  is,  perhaps, 
the  feverell  punilhment  an  ingenuous  mind,  can  iutter. 

The  next  remarkable  event  of  Abram  s  life  is  in¬ 
finitely  more  honourable  for  him,  and  which  there- 
fore  we  purfue  with  much  greater  iatisfaclion.  £ im, 

fafely  brought  back  again  to  Canaan,  he  reforts  to 
his  former  relidence  between  Bethel  and  Hai,  <mc 
«  pitches  his  tent  by  the  place  of  the  altar,  which  ne 
had  made  there  at  the  firft  ”  And  there  again  he 
renews  his  communion  with  Heaven  ;  for  one  failing 
breaks  not  off  the  intercourfe  between  God  and  a 
good  man.  Enjoying  here  a  temporary  repofe,  his 
worldly  fubftance  increafes  faft  upon  him :  for  “  the 
bleffing  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich.”  _  But  every 
earthly  good  thing  brings  its  inconvenience  along 
with  it.  His  brother’s  fon  has  call  in  his  lot  with 
Abram,  and  is  cherilhed  by  him  with  Angular  tender- 
nefs  and  affe&ion :  when,  behold,  the  inciea  e  o 

riches  becomes  an  increafe  of  vexation.  Thoug.i  t  e 
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matters  are  difpofed  to  peace,  the  fervants  cannot 
agiee.  “  A  ftrtt'e  arofe  between  the  herdmen  of 
Abram  s  cattle  and  the  herdmen.  of  Lot’s  cattle  •** 
and  what  augmented  the  folly  of  fuch  a  contention, 
it  is  remarked,  that  “  the  Canaanite  and  the  Periz- 
zite  dwelled  then  in  the  land  fo  that  their  quarrel 
among  themfelves,  rendered  them  more  vulnerable 
by  the  common  enemy.  For  once  that  riches  pro- 
mote  rriendfhip,  they  ten  times  engender  ftrife  •  by 
etting  on  fire,  envy,  or  jealoufy,  or  pride,  or  fome' 
fuch  deftrudhve  paffion.  The  behaviour  of  Abram 
on  this,  occafion,  merits  particular  notice  and  com¬ 
mendation.  “  And  Abram  faid  unto  Lot,  Let  there 
be  no  Lrire,  I  pray  thee,  between  me  and  thee,  and 
e tween  my  herdmen  and  thy  herdmen  :  for  we  be 
brethren.  Is  not  the  whole  land  before  thee  ?  Sepa- 
rate  thyfelf,  1  pray  thee,  from  me  ;  if  thou  wilt  take 
the  left  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  right ;  or  if  thou 
depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  left.”* 
An  hundred  fermons  preached,  or  an  hundred  vol¬ 
umes  written,  in  favour  of  a  peaceable,  gentle,  yield-- 
ing>  geneious,  manly  fpirit,  were  far  fhort  of  the 
plain,  and  perfuafive  leffon  taught  us  by  this  conduct 
of  the  patriarch.  But  it  merits  a  larger  place  in  the 
hiflory  of  his  life,  than  is  now  left  for  it,  in  what  re¬ 
mains  of  your  time.  We  willingly,  therefore,  referve 
it,  to  be  drawn  out  into  greater  length,  and  to  be 
pieffed  more  particularly,  as  an  ufeful  and  finking 
example  to  believers. 

Chriftian,  you  call  yourfelf  afon  of  faithful  Abram  : 
let  me  fee  that  you  are  actuated  by  his  fpirit.  What 
facrifice,  I  befeech  you,  are  you  making  ;  what  facri- 
fice  have  you  made,  to  confcience,  to  duty,  to  your 
chriflian  profeflion  ?  What  worldly  intereft  have  you 
given  up  ?  What  lufl  have  you  mortified  ?  What  ex- 
ercife  of  humility,  of  felf-denial,  of  felf-government, 
are  you  engaged  in  ?  Faith  in  God,  and  fubmiffion  to 
his  will,  were  the  leading  principles  of  Abram’s  life : 

What 
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What  are  yours  ?  Deal  faithfully  with  God,  and  with 
vourfelves  ;  and  know,  that  to  be  a  lover  of  the  pleaf- 
ures,  riches  or  honours  of  a  prefent  world,  to  the  neg- 
left  of  religion  audits  joys,  is  to  prefer  Ur  of  the 
Chaldees,  with  its  impurity,  impiety,  and  idolatry,  to 
the  love  and  worfhip  of  the  living  and  true  God. 

Was  the  faith  of  Abram  always  uniform,  his  obe¬ 
dience  perfect,  his  condufl:  irreproachable?  No- 
Then  it  is  not  always  to  be  imitated,  nor  at  all  to  be 
depended  upon.  But  there  is  a  pattern  of  faith  and 
obedience,  which  all  may  propofe  as  an  example,  and 
upon  which  all  may  reft  as  a  ground  of  acceptance 
with  God.  When  fuch  an  one  as  Abram  faulters  in 
his  duty,  “  let  him  that  thinketh  he  ftandeth,  take 
heed  left  he  fall  :”  let  none  “  be  high-minded,  but 
fear  :”  let  us  account  no  danger  fmall,  no  foe  con¬ 
temptible,  no  deviation  from  the  path  of  rectitude  a 
light  thing.  Let  us  watch  moft  diligently  on  our 
weakeft  fide  :  and  let  us  learn  from  the  patience,  for¬ 
bearance,  and  tender  mercy  of  God,  when  Cto  a  brother 
is  overtaken  in  a  fault,”  to  “  reftore  fuch  an  one  in 
the  fpirit  of  meeknefs.” 

Had  Abram  an  altar  for  God,  before  he  had  an  hab* 
itation  for  himfelf  ?  Learn  from  him,  O  young  man, 
how  to  begin  the  world,  as  you  wifh  to  thrive  and 
profper  in  it.  The  houfe  in  which  no  altar  is^ereded 
to  God,  wants  both  a  foundation  and  a  covering. 

The  family  which  wants  the  word  and  the  worfhip 
of  God,  is  not  yet  begun  to  be  furnifhed.  Make 
room  for  your  Maker  and  he  will  fettle  you  in  a  large 
place.  66  Seek  firft  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righ- 
teoufnefs,  and  all  things  fhall  be  added  to  you.” 

Did  Abram  rule  his  own  fpirit,  did  he  meekly  re¬ 
cede  from  his  juft  right,  did  he  gently  yield  to  an  in¬ 
ferior,  for  the  fake  of  peace  ?  Blufh,  O  man,  to  think 
of  thy  pride  and  felfifhnefs ;  of  thy  poiitivenefs  in  opin¬ 
ion,  thy  devotednefs  to  intereft,  thy  infolence  in  the 
day  of  power,  thy  contempt  of  the  opinions,  thy  in¬ 
difference  to  the  feelings  and  the  happinefs  of  others. 

Look- 
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Look  to  Abram,  and  learn  to  be  a  conqueror.  <c  Be 
not  overcome  of  evil,  but  overcome  evil  with  good.” 
Look  to  your  Father  in  heaven,  who  u  is  kind  to  the 
evil  and  unthankful  ^  for  he  maketh  his  fun  to 
rife  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  fendeth  rain  on 
the  juft  and  on  the  unjuft.”  And  thus  “  be  ye  per¬ 
fect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  per¬ 
fect.” 

Finally  ;  Was  the  word  made  to  Abram,  fure  ? 
Lias  his  name  become  renowned,  did  his  progeny  in- 
creafe,  were  his  feed  planted  in  the  promifed  land, 
and  in  him  are  all  the  families  of  the  earth,  bleffed  ? 
Ihen  learn  to  honour  God  by  repoling  confidence  in 
him,  affured  that,  cc  though  heaven  and  earth  pafs 
away,  his  word  {hall  not  pafs  away.” 

The  next  Ledture  will  carry  on  the  Hiftory  of 
Abram  “  the  friend  of  God,”  and  exhibit  the  grad¬ 
ually  opening  difcovery  of  the  fcheme  of  redemption 
by  Jefus  Chrift.  The  bleffing  of  the  Almighty  we  im¬ 
plore  on  what  is  paft,  and  his  afliftance  and  bleffing 
on  what  is  to  come,  through  jefus  Chrift  our  Lord, 
Amen* 


Hiftory 


a 


Hifbory  of  Abram 


LECTURE  XI. 

GENESIS  xin.  8. 

And  Abram  faid  unto  Lot ,  there  be  no  Jtrife ,  l  pray 

thee ,  between  me  and  thee ,  between  my  herdmen 

and  thy  herdmen :  for  we  be  brethren . 

The  hiftory  of  Abram  alone,  occupies  a  larger 
fpace  in  the  i’acred  volume  than  that  of  the  whole 
human  race  from  the  creation  down  to  his  day. 
Hitherto  we  have  had  rather  fketches  of  character, 
than  an  exa£t  delineation  of  the  human  heart ;  we 
have  had  hints,  refpe&ing  remote  important  events, 
rather  than  an  exafl:  and  conne&ed  narrative  of  fads. 
But  the  infpired  penman  has  gone  into  the  detail  of 
Abram’s  life,  from  his  being  called  of  God  to  leave 
Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  to  the  day  of  his  death  ;  a  detail 
including  the  fpace  of  one  hundred  years.  Mofes 
marks  with  precifion  the  fucceflion  of  events  which 
befel  him  ;  unfolds  his  character  on  a  variety  of 
trying  and  interefling  occafions  ;  and  difclofes  the 
operations  of  a  good  mind  through  the  courfe  of 
a  long  life,  adorned  with  many  virtues  and  excel¬ 
lencies,  yet  not  exempted  from  blemifh  and  imper- 
feftion. 

What  renders  the  feripture  hiftory  in  general,  and 
that  of  our  patriarch  in  particular,  ufeful  and  in- 
ftrudive,  is,  the  exhibition  of  private  life  therein 
prefented  to  us,  and  the  leffons  of  wifdom  and  virtue 
thereby  taught  to  ordinary  men.  The  intrigues  of  a 
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court,  the  operations  of  a  campaign,  the  confequences 
of  a  battle,  the  fchemes  of  a  ftatefman,  the  prowefs  of  a 
hero,  and  the  like,  reprefented  fkilfully,  and  adorned 
with  the  charms  of  eloquence,  may  amufe  or  dazzle 
the  reader.  But  the  aftors  being  altogether  out  of 
our  level,  and  the  fcenes  entirely  out  of  the  line  of 
our  experience,  though  pleafure  may,  no  great 
advantage  can,  refult  from  acquaintance  with  them. 
To  perform  fplendi’d  aflions,  and  to  exhibit  heroic 
virtue,  is  given  but  to  a  few ;  and  opportunities  of 
this  kind  but  feldom  occur  in  the  courfe  of  one  life. 
Whereas  occafions  to  praftife  generofity,  juftice,  mer¬ 
cy,  and  moderation  ;  to  fpeak  truth  and  fhew  kind- 
nefs  ;  to  melt  with  pity,  and  glow  with  affection  ;  to 
forbear  and  to  forgive,  are  adminiftered  to  us  every 
ftep  we  move  through  the  world,  and  recur  more 
frequently  upon  us,  than  even  the  means  of  gratify¬ 
ing  the  common  appetites  of  hunger  and  third. 
When,  therefore,  we  behold  men  of  like  paffions 
with  ourfelves,  placed  in  fituations  exa&ly  fimilar  to 
our  own,  pra&ifing  virtues  within  our  reach,  and 
difcovering  a  temper  and  difpofition  which,  if  we 
pleafe  to  cultivate,  we  may  eafily  attain  ;  then,  if  we 
read  not  with  profit  as  well  as  with  delight,  it  muff 
be  becaufe  wre  want  not  the  power,  but  the  inclina¬ 
tion,  to  improve. 

Abram  has  left  his  kindred  and  father’s  houfe  at 
God’s  command.  Multitudes  do  the  fame  thing 
every  day,  impelled  by  ambition,  by  avarice,  by  cu- 
riofity,  by  a  wandering,  reftlefs  difpofition.  Happy 
is  he,  who,  in  removing,  does  not  leave  his  religion 
behind  him  ;  and  who  in  the  midft  of  the  employ¬ 
ments,  or  the  delights  of  a  new  fituation  or  place  or 
refidence,  is  not  tempted  to  forget  or  to  forfake  the 
God  of  his  native  home,  and  of  his  early  years. 
Alas,  how  often  does  this  very  metropolis  prove  the 
grave  of  virtuous  fentiments,  of  religious  principles, 
and  a  regular  education  !  Though  Abram  be  but  a 
pilgrim  in  Canaan,  yet  he  thrives  and  profpers  there. 
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As  the  pious  foul  feeks  and  finds  means  of  intercourfe 
with  Heaven  in  every  condition  and  ftate  of  life,  fo 
God,  who  fufters  none  to  lofe  by  fidelity  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  him,  can  render  the  moll  untoward,  unfet¬ 
tled,  and  dangerous  condition,  productive  of  real 
happinefs  ;  “  if  a  man’s  ways  pleale  the  Lord,  he 
makes  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him. 

But  never  do  we  find  wealth  flowing  in,  and  in- 
creafing  upon  a  man,  without  fome  correiponding 
peril  or  inconvenience.  Either  the  mind  is  corrupted 
by  it ;  or  the  poffelfor  is  expofed  to  be  hated,  envied, 
and  plundered.  The  peace  of  Abram’s  family  had 
like  to  have  been  difturbed,  by  a  quarrel  arifing  out 
of  its  profperity  ;  but  it  was  preferved  by  the  good 
man’s  wifdom,  moderation,  and  condefcenlion.  The 
officious  zeal  of  pragmatical  fervants  has  well  nigh 
embroiled  their  peaceable  and  kindly  afte&ioned  maf- 
ters.  “  And  there  was  a  ftrife  between  the  herdmen 
of  Abram’s  cattle  and  the  herdmen  of  Lot’s  cattle  ; 
and  the  Canaanite  and  the  Perizzite  dwelled  then  in 
the  land.”  How  can  any  one  think  of  fecurity  and 
peace  in  this  world,  when  the  ralhnefs,  malice,  folly, 
or  pride  of  a  domeftic,  may  fet  a  man  at  variance 
with  his  chief  friends  ?  Indeed  we  are  vulnerable 
in  exa<3:  proportion  to  the  extent  of  our  poflefiions. 

How  great  is  Abram’s  mind,  how  amiable  his  con¬ 
duct  upon  this  occafion  !  “  And  Abram  faid  unto 
Lot,  Let  there  be  no  ftrife,  I  pray  thee,  between  me 
and  thee,  and  between  my  herdmen  and  thy  herd- 
men  ;  for  we  be  brethren.  Is  not  the  whole  land 
before  thee  ?  Separate  thyfelf,  I  pray  thee,  from  me  ; 
if  thou  wilt  take  the  left  hand,  then  will  I  go  to  the 
right ;  or  if  thou  depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will 
go  to  the  left.”*  Abram  was  the  elder  man  ;  he 
was  to  Lot  in  the  room  of  a  father.  Him  had  God 
diftinguilhed  by  fpecial  marks  of  his  favour,  and  by 
the  promifes  of  future  greatnefs  and  pre-eminence. 
If  the  one  muft  give  way  to  the  other,  who  would 
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not  inftantly  pronounce,  that  undoubtedly  Lot  ought 
to  yield.  Might  not  the  call  and  deflinatiou  of  God 
have  been  warrantably  pleaded  as  a  reafon  why  Abram 
fhould  have  the  hrlt  choice  ?  Abram,  no  doubt,  both 
might  and  could  have  afferted  the  preference  ;  and 
he  proves  that  he  well  deferved  it,  by  giving  it  up. 
What  perfon  in  this  affembly  but  hands  reproved  or 
admonifhed  by  the  example  of  the  patriarch’s  hu¬ 
mility,  moderation,  and  affability  ?  It  is  indeed  a 
perfed  contrail  to  that  tenacioufnefs  of  their  opinions, 
that  punctilious  adherence  to  the  lead  iota  of  their 
rights,  that  inflexibility  of  felf-love  and  felf-conceit, 
that  perpetual  affumption  or  demand  of  preference 
and  fuperiority,  which  mark  the  condud  of  moft 
men.  Were  it  neceffary  to  enforce  the  example  of 
Abram  by  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel  ;  the  whole 
fpirit  of  chriflianity,  a  multitude  of  particular  in- 
jundions,  and  above  all,  the  temper  and  condud  of 
the  great  pattern  of  all  that  is  amiable  and  excellent,, 
might  be  adduced,  to  expofe  and  condemn,  if  not 
to  cure*  that  felfifh  fpirit,  equally  inconfiftent  with 
good  fenfe  and  with  religion,  which  exa&s  a  perpet¬ 
ual  facrifice  from  others,  without  difcerning  the  pro¬ 
priety  or  neceffity  of  making  the  flighted  facrifice 
to  ethers  in  return.  Permit  me  to  recite  a  few  paf- 
fages  on  the  fubjed.  “  For  I  fay,  through  the  grace 
given  unto  me,  to  every  man  that  is  among  you, 
not  to  think  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he  ought  to 
think,  but  to  think  foberly,  according  as  God  hath 
dealt  to  every  man  the  meafure  of  faith.  For  as  we 
have  many  members  in  one  body,  and  all  members 
have  not  the  fame  office  ;  fo  we  being  many,  arc  one 
body  in  Chrift,  and  every  one  members  one  of  an¬ 
other.  Be  kindly  affedioned  one  to  another,  with 
brotherly  love,  in  honour  preferring  one  another. 
Be  of  the  fame  mind  one  towards  another.  Mind 
not  high  things,  but  condefcend  to  men  of  low  ef- 
tate.  Be  not  wife  in  your  own  conceits.  If  it  be 
poffible,  as  much  as  lieth  in  you,  live  peaceably  with 
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all  men.”*  u  Let  nothing  be  done  through  ftrife  or 
vain-glory,  but  in  Iowlinefs  of  mind  let  each  efteera 
others  better  than  themfelves/’f  “  We  then  that 
are  ftrong,  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak, 
and  not  to  pleafe  ourfelves.  Let  every  one  of  us 
pleafe  his  neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification.  For 
even  Chrift  pleafed  not  himfelf?  but  as  it  is  written, 
The  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee,  fell  on 
me.  Now  the  God  of  patience  and  confolation, 
grant  you  to  be  like-minded  one  towards  another,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Jefus  Chrid-”J  Thus  have  we  precept 
upon  precept,  pattern  upon  pattern,  on  a  fubjedt  as 
plain  as  the  light  at  noon-day,  and  which  is  preferr¬ 
ing  itfelf  to  us  almoft  every  hour  we  live.  But  alas  J 
it  as  not  preaching  that  can  confer  the. temper  of  an 
Abram ;  and  that  can  induce  men  to  forego  the 
claims  which  pride  and  felf-conceit  are  inceffantly 
urging  them  to  advance. 

Behold  then  Abram  and  his  nephew  at  length 
conftrained  to  feparate.  Nature,  afiedion,  religion, 
afflidion,  had  all  confpired  to  unite  them  j  but  a 
flow  of  worldly  fuccefs  diffolves  their  union  ;  and  the 
old  adage  is  exemplified  in  them,  44  relations  fome- 
times  agree  bed  at  a  didance  from  one  another.’' 
The  power  of  chufmg  was  given  to  Lot,  and  he  ex- 
ercifed  it  accordingly;  64  And  Lot  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
and  beheld  all  the  plain  of  Jordan,  that  it  was  well 
watered  every  where,  before  the  Lord  deftrcyed 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  even  as  the  garden  of  the 
Lord,  like  the  land  of  Egypt,  as  thou  coraeft  unto 
Zoar.  Then  Lot  chofe  him  all  the  plain  of  Jordan ; 
and  Lot  journeyed  ead ;  and  they  feparated  them- 
felves  the  one  from  the  other.”§  Ho>v  wifely  this 
choice  was  made,  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  remark  in 
the  fequel  of  the  hidory. 

So  good  a  man,  and  a  relation  fo  kind  as  Abram, 
piuft  fenfibly  have  felt  this  feparation  from  his  neared 

kinfinan. 
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kinfman.  But  whatever  blank  was  made  in  his  hap- 
pinefs  by  the  failing  of  this  creature  comfort,  he  has 
the  confolation  of  reflecting,  that  it  was  not  brought 
upon  him  through  his  own  fault ;  and  it  is  fpeedily 
and  abundantly  compenfated  by  the  vifions  of  the 
Almighty,  by  the  promifes  of  Him  that  is  faithful 
and  true,  and  by  the  prefence  and  affection  of  that 
Friend,  who  fticketh  clofer  than  a  brother.  “  And 
the  Lord  faid  unto  Abram,  after  that  Lot  was  fepa- 
rated  from  him,  Lift  up  now  thine  eyes,  and  look 
from  the  place  where  thou  art,  northward,  and  fouth- 
ward,  and  eaftward,  and  weftward.  For  all  the  land 
which  thou  feeft,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and  to  thy 
feed  forever.  And  I  will  make  thy  feed  as  the  dull 
of  the  earth :  fo  that  if  a  man  can  number  the  duff: 
of  the  earth,  then  fhall  thy  feed  alfo  be  numbered. 
Arife,  walk  through  the  land,  in  the  length  of  it, 
and  in  the  breadth  of  it :  for  I  will  give  it  unto 
thee.”*  There  is  fomething  delightfully  foothing  to 
the  human  heart  in  the  idea  of  property  ; — one’s 
own  home,  his  own  field,  his  own  flock.  If  any 
thing  can  add  to  the  fatisfaCtion  of  this  kind  of  pof- 
feflion,  it  is  the  having  acquired  it  houourably,  and 
the  capacity  of  enjoying  it  with  cheerfulnefs,  wifdom, 
and  moderation.  Difhoneft  gain  can  never  beftow 
contentment,  and  feldom  defcends  to  a  remote  heir. 
But  the  gratification  of  honeft  profperity  and  fuccefs 
is  capable  of  being  flill  unfpeakably  heightened  and 
fweetened;  namely,  by  the  heart-compofing,  fpirit- 
elevating  confideration,  that  the  blefling  enjoyed  is 
the  gift  of  God,  is  the  pledge  of  paternal  love,  and 
the  earnefl  of  eternal  felicity.  In  fuch  happy  cir- 
cumftances  did  our  patriarch  inhabit  the  plains  of 
Mamre ;  blefled  in  the  prefent,  more  blefled  in  the 
profpeCts  of  futurity ;  blefled  in  the  fulnefs  of  this 
world,  more  blefled  in  the  favour  of  God,  which  is 
better  than  life  ;  blefled  in  the  promife  of  a  numerous 
and  profperous  offspring,  infinitely  more  blefled  in 
the  promife  of  that  holy  feed  in  whom  “  all  the  fam¬ 
ilies 
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ilies  of  the  earth  are  bleffed.”  When  we  find  the 
a00d  man  abiding  in  tents,  a  pilgrim  and  a  ftranger 
in  Canaan,  do  we  not  perceive  it  written  in  legible 
characters,  «  arife  ye  and  depart,  for  this  is  not  your 
reft  ?”  Hear  we  not  the  voice  of  God,  faying  plainly, 
66  feek  ye  another  country,  that  is  an  heavenly  one  ? 

But  even  the  life  of  a  pilgrim,  and  of  a  fhepherd, 
is  not  fecure  ;  neither  does  any  worldly  condition  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  certain  or  long  repofe.  Let  a  man  be  ever 
fo  peaceably  inclined,  how  eafily  may  he  be  involved 
in  the  feuds  of  contentious  neighbours  ?  This  was 
the  cafe  with  Abram.  In  the  fourteenth  chapter  of 
this  facred  book,  we  have  the  hiftory  of  a  powerful 
confederacy  of  four  kings  againft  five ;  founded  no 
doubt,  as  all  fuch  confederacies  are,  in  a  luft  of 
power  or  wealth ;  or  directed  by  a  fpirit  of  cruelty 
and  revenge.  It  iffues  in  a  bloody  conflict  in  the 
vale  of  Siddirm.  Sodom,  where  Lot  had  chofen.  to 
dwell,  becomes  a  prey  to  the  conqueror,  and  he  him- 
felf  is  made  a  prifoner,  and  his  goods  are  plundered. 
Thefe  facts  are  related  by  Mofes,  and  become  inter- 
efting  to  us,  merely  from  their  connexion  with  the 
hiftory  of  Abram.  What,  but  for  this,  are  Cheder- 
laomer ,  Amraphel ,  and  Arioch ,  to  the  men  of  this 
day,  but  mere  names?  Lot  muft  now  have  grievoufly 
felt  the  confequences  of  his  imprudent  choice  of  a 
place  of  refidence,  had  it  not  been  for  the  friendfhip 
and  valour  of  his  venerable  uncle  ;  who,  roufed  by 
the  intelligence  of  his  nephew’s  diftrefs  and  danger, 
flies  inftantly  to  his  relief.  Behold  the  good  old  man 
exchanging  his  fhepherd’s  crook  for  the  warrior’s 
fpear,  and  rufhing  with  all  the  ardour  and  mipetu- 
ofity  of  youth  on  the  infulting  victor.  Which  fhall 
we  moft  admire  in  this  important  and  inter efting 
tranfa&ion,  the  ftrength  and  eagernefs  of  his  natural 
affe&ion  ;  his  honeft  indignation  at  violence  and  op- 
preffion ;  the  fkill  with  which  he  planned  his  enter- 
prife  :  or  the  vigour,  boldnefs,  and  intrepidity  with 

which  he  executed  it  $  the  moderation  with  which  he 
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exercifed  his  victory  ;  his  difintereftednefs  in  declining 
any  fhare  of  the  fruits  of  it  for  himfelf ;  or  his  juftice 
and  good  faith  in  attending  to,  and  fupporting  the 
juft  right  of  his  allies  ?  All,  all  together,  conftitute  an 
unequivocal  and  a  brilliant  proof,  of  a  mind  truly  no¬ 
ble  and  dignified :  and  his  conduct  on  this  occafion 
fuggefts  a  crowd  of  reflections  both  pleafing  and  ufeful. 

Remember,  chriftians,  it  is  the  fame  man,  who  for 
the  fake  of  peace  with  a  brother  gave  up  his  juft  claim 
to  a  junior  and  inferior  ;  that  was  not  afraid  in  the 
caufe  of  the  injured  and  oppreffed,  to  attack  a  numer¬ 
ous  hoft,  headed  by  princes,  and  flufhed  with  victory. 
With  whom  then  does  true  magnanimity  refide  ? 
Surely  with  the  humble  and  condefcending.  The  man 
who  has  fubdued  his  own  fpirit  is  invincible.  Behold 
in  this  the  nature,  and  the  foundation,  of  true  cour* 
age.  It  is  not  to  make  light  of  life  ;  it  is  not  “  to 
rufli  like  the  horfe  into  battle  it  is  not  to  talk  high 
dwelling  words  of  vanity  ;  It  is  to  fear  God  ;  it  is  to  be 
calm  and  compofed  in  danger  ;  it  is  to  poflefs  hope 
beyond  the  grave  ;  it  is  to  be  fuperior  to  the  pride, 
and  incapable  of  the  infulting  triumph  of  fuccefs. 
Behold  how  the  kindred  graces  and  virtues  delight  to 
refide  in  unity  and  harmony,  in  the  bofom  of  a  good 
man  !  Neither  good  nor  bad  qualities  are  to  be  found 
folitary  in  the  breaft  of  any  one.  Is  a  man  pious  ? 
Then  he  is  humble.  Is  he  humble  ?  Then,  meek  and 
condefcending.  Is  he  condefcending  ?  Then  bold, 
then  juft,  then  generous,  then  merciful.  Is  he  a  child 
of  God,  a  difciple  of  Jefus  ?  Then  he  is  all  that  is 
amiable.  Behold  in  Abram,  a  foul  fuperior  to  the 
love  of  riches,  and  confequently  greater  than  a  king  ; 
*c  And  the  king  of  Sodom  faid  unto  Abram,  Give  me 
the  perfons,  and  take  the  goods  to  thyfelf.  And 
Abram  faid  to  the  king  of  Sodom,  I  have  lift  up  my 
hand  unto  the  Lord,  the  moft  high  God,  the  pofleffor 
of  heaven  and  earth,  that  I  will  not  take  from  a 
thread  even  to  a  ihoe-latchet,  and  that  I  will  not  take 
$ny  thing  that  is  thine,  left  thou  fhouldft  fay,  I  have 

made 
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made  Abram  rich.”*  That  integrity  is  incorruptible 
which  confiders  life  and  happinels  as  confiding  not  in 
*c  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  a  man  polieheu  . 
which  prizes  an  honeft,  though  humble  independence, 
above  the  honours  and  trealures  which  princes  have 

to  beftow.  „  .  .  : _ 

Abram,  on  this  occafion,  is  found  m  connexio 

with  a  mod  extraordinary  perlon,  who  buries  upon  us 
like  the  fun  from  behind  a  thick  cloud,  unveils  his 
fplendour  for  a  moment,  and  then  hides  himieii  again 
in  the  lhades  of  night :  “  Melchizedec,  lung  ot  Salem, 
and  pried  of  the  mod  high  God  whole  appearance, 
hiftbry,  and  character,  we  could  have  hardly  compre¬ 
hended,  had  not  a  brighter  day  fince  ariien,  and  an 
infpired  apoflle  unfolded  the  meaning  or  what  one  m- 
fpired  prophet  acted,  and  another  has  recorded.  1  he 
hidory  of  Melchizedec,  ihort  as  it  is,  with  the  apoitol- 
ic  comment  upon  it,  will  eafily  furnifli  materials  tor  a 
Lefture  by  itfelf,  and  fhall  not  now  therefore  be  an- 
ticipated.  The  flory  of  Abram  himielf  (ha'll  for  the 
prefent  (land  full,  to  be  refumed  and  profecuted  in  its 
order  :  it  being  now  high  time  to  look  forward,  and 
to  bring  that  patriarch,  with  thole  who  went  before 
him,  to  the  feet  of  Jefus, — his  “  offspring  ;  yet  his 
46  root  later  than  him  by  almpft  two  thouiand  years  ; 
yet  before  him  “  of  old,  even  from  everlafting  re¬ 
ceiving  Xexiftence  from  him  in  tne  order  of  nature, 
and  by  the  tenor  of  the  covenant ;  yet  beftowmg  ex- 
iftence  upon  him,  as  the  eternal  Word,  “  by  whom  alt 
things  were  made,  and  without  whom  nothing  was 
made  that  is  made,” 

Abram  may  be  ftrft  compared  to  Adam,  being  both 
the  fathers  of  many  nations,  and  efpecially  conflituted 
of  God  for  that  end.  With  both,  the  covenant  of 
God  was  eftablifhed,  which  included  and  involved 
their  pofterity,  though  the  children  were  not  as  yet 
born  :  for  with  God,  that  is  effected,  which  is  pur- 

pofed  to  be  done  ;  and  his  promifes  are  gifts  already 
*  bellowed. 
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bellowed.  Adam’s  tranfgrefiion  tranfmitted  evils  in- 
numerable  to  his  offspring ;  Abram’s  faith  entailed 
bleliings  unfpeakable  upon  his  family  for  many  gen¬ 
erations.  Both  of  them  typified  Chrift  in  their  day  ; 
and  both  “  faw  his  day  afar  off.”  Abram  may  be 
compared  with  the  princes  and  great  men  of  the  age 
in  which  he  lived.  And  in  true  dignity  of  mind,  in 
elevation  of  fpirit,  in  generofity  of  fentiment,  in  pro¬ 
priety  of  behaviour,  he  will  be  found  fuperior  to  moft, 
arid  inferior  to  none.  We  fee  kings  receiving  obliga¬ 
tions  from  him  ;  while  he  nobly  lhews  himfelf  above 
receiving  an  obligation  from  any  one.  And  Abram 
is  a  type  of  every  real  chriftian  giving  up  the. world 
as  a  portion,  at  God’s  command,  and  facrificing  the 
dear  eft  delights  of  nature  to  the  demands  of  duty  j 
living  as  a  ftranger  upon  earth,  and  looking  for  “  a 

city  which  hath  foundations,  whole  builder  and  ma¬ 
ker  is  God.” 

But  the  great  venerability  of  Abram’s  character 
arifes  from  his  relation  to  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he 
fhadows  forth  in  a  great  variety  of  refpecis.  Abram 
was  called  and  conftituted  of  God,  to  be  the  natural 
head  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation  ;  Jefus  “  the 
firft-born  among  many  brethren,”  to  be  the  fpiritual 
father  of  the  whole  vaft  family  of  believers.  The 
covenant  of  God  with  Abram  came  in  aid  to  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  the  firft  covenant ;  v'hich  had  become 
weak,  and  ineftedual  to  falvation,  through  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  human  nature  ;  and  it  prefigured  a  cove¬ 
nant  ftill  more  fure  and  immoveable  than  itfelf,  “  ef- 
tabliflred  upon  better  promifes,”  even  the  fending  of 
“  the  Son  of  God,  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefli,  and 
for  fin  ;  to  condemn  fin  in  the  flefli.”  The  prompt 
obedience  of  Abram  to  the  call  of  Heaven,  leads  us 
diredtiy  to  Him,  who  fays  of  himfelf,  “  my  meat  is  to 
do  the  will  of  him  who  fent  me  and  the  language 
of  whofe  whole  life,  fpirit,  fufferings,  and  death  is, 

“  Father,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.”  Abram’s 
appearing  on  the  ftage,  and  entering  on  the  difcharge 

of 
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of  the  duties  of  his  public  charafter,  in  the  full  matu- 
•l  "  nl  arre  fuggelts  to  us,  the  Saviour  of  the  world 

entering  upon,  and  difcharging  his  public  miniftry, 
the  full  vigour  of  life,  and  flower  of  Ins  age 
When  I  behold  Abram  lojourmng  m  the  land  of 
Imfc  as  in  a  ftrange  country,  I  think  of  h,m,  who 
“  came  to  his  own  and  his  own  receiv 
and  meditate  on  “  the  Son  of  Man,  who  had .  n 
where  to  lay  his  head.”  Abram,  chafed  into  Lg>pt 
by  famine,  reminds  me  of  Jelus  flying ;  mto 
from  the  wrath  of  a  jealous  and  mcenied  king. 
can  read  of  Abram  difcomfitmg  confederate  pi  met,, 
without  bethinking  himl'elf  ftraight  of  the  triumph 
of  a  Redeemer  over  “principalities  and  powers,  and 
the  ruler  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world  :  Satan  fm, 
and  death  “call  into  the  lake  of  fire.  When  we 
behold  Lot  brought  back  from  captivity  by  the  kind, 
nefs  and  intrepidity  of  his  affectionate  kinfman,  can 
we  refrain  from  turning  our  eyes  to  onr  compaflion- 
ate  elder  Brother,  who  “  through  death  has  dettroyed 
him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devi  , 
and  delivered  them  who  through  fear  of  death  were 
fubiect  to  bondage  ;”  and  who  has  reftored  his  young¬ 
er  brethren  to  “  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  Ions  of 
God Abram  nobly  refufes  to  be  made  rich  by  the 
bounty  of  the  king  of  Sodom ;  thus  when  the  Jews 
would  have  taken  Chrilt  and  made  him  a  king,  he 
withdrew  himfelf  :  and  when  the  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air  prefented  him  with  the  proipeCt  ot  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the  glory  ot  them,  anc 
proffered  all  to  him  on  condition  of  his  doing  homage 
for  them,  he  rejected  the  offer  with  ditdain,  “  get 
thee  behind  me,  Satan.”  The  amiable  qualities  ot 
Abram’s  mind  bear  a  lively  refemblance  to  the  ipint 
that  dwelt  in  our  divine  Matter.  _  But  in  Abram  it 
was  a  fpirit  imparted,  in  Jefus  a  fpirit  inherent ,  it  w<u 
bellowed  on  the  former  in  meaiure,  on  the  tkter  it 
was  poured  out  without  meafure;  in  the  patriarc  1  it 

was  mingled  with  drofs,  alloyed  by  a  mixture  o  hu- 

man 


■Lect.  XI. 


T+~  Hiftory  of  Abram. 

man  imperfe&ion ;  in  the  Saviour  it  was  unmixed, 
unalloyed,  for  “  he  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile 
found  m  his  lips.”  b 

But  the  time  would  fail  to  enumerate  all  the  marks 
tof  refemblance.  Many  others  will  occur  to  the  care* 
ful  arid  attentive  reader  of  Abram’s  hiftory;  thefe 
fhall  for  the  prefent  fuffice  from  this  place.  The  far¬ 
ther  continuation  of  it  fhall  be  fufpended,  and  give 
way,  according  to  the  order  of  the  narration,  and  to 
thefe  ex^rcues  all  the  advantage  of  variety  which 
their  nature  will  admit,  to  the  fingular  hiftory  of  Mel- 
chizedec ;  which,  God  willing,  "fhall  be  the  fubieet 
of  the  enfuing  Lecture,  and  to  which  permit  me  to 
implore  your  patient  and  candid  attention.  Earn- 
eflly  praying,  that  the  bleffing  of  the  Moft  High  may 
crown  what  has  been  fpoken,  we  aferibe  praife  to  his 
name,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  Amen, 
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And  Melchizedec  king  of  Salem  brought  forth  bread  and 
■wine  :  and  he  -was  the  priejt  of  the  moft  high  God. 

psalm  cx.  4. 

The  Lord  hath  f  worn ,  and  will  not  repent ,  Thou  art  a 
priejt  forever y  after  the  order  of  Melc  hizedec. 

HEBREWS  vi.  20. 

_ Jefm,  made  an  high  prieft  forever ,  after  the  or¬ 
der  of  Melchizedec . 

The  eagernefs  and  avidity  with  which  men  pry  in¬ 
to  abftrufe  and  difficult  fubjedfs,  can  be  exceeded  omy 
by  their  coldnefs  and  indifference  to  obvious  and  im¬ 
portant  truth.  The  religious  controverfies  which 
have  engaged  fo  much  attention,  occupied  fo  much 
time,  and  furnifhed  employment  for  fo  many  raie  tal¬ 
ents  ;  which  have  wdietted  the  tempers,  and  too  often 
the  fvvords  of  men  againft  each  other,  are,  in  general, 
on  points  of  dodtrine  too  deep  and  myfterious  ever  to 
be  fathomed  by  human  underftanding,  too  lofty  to  be 
fcanned  without  boldnefs  and  prefumption,  or  too 
trifling  to  merit  regard.  Revealed  religion,  like  ev¬ 
ery  thing  that  is  of  God,  muff  neceffarily  prefent  ma¬ 
ny  difficulties  to  a  creature  fo  limited  as  man. .  But 
inftead  of  being  reje&ed  on  that  account,  it  is  the 
more  to  be  prized  and  reverenced  ;  as  having  this  ev¬ 
idence,  among  many  others,  of  coming  from  Him, 
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whole  nature,  whofe  works,  and  whole  ways,  none 
“  can  find  out  unto  perfection.”  Curiofity,  guided 
by  humility,  and  aiming  at  uieful  difcovery,  is  a  laud¬ 
able  and  uieful  principle.  But  curiofity  impelled  by 
felf-conceit,  and  refting  in  mere  fpeculation,  is  gen¬ 
erally  ralh  and  prefumptuous,  often  trifling,  imperti¬ 
nent,  and  contemptible.  In  every  branch  of  knowl- 
edge,  thofe  truths  are  the  molt  valuable  which  are 
the  plaineft,  and  which  prefent  themfelves  in  the  great- 
eft  abundance  :  juft  as  nature  produces  in  the  greateft 
profufion  thofe  commodities  which  are  mod  ufeful 
and  necefiary  to  man. 

The  fubje£t  of  this  night’s  Lecture,  is  one  of  thofe 
which  have  afforded  ample  employment  to  critics  and 
commentators.  Were  our  object  amufement  only,  it 
were  eafy  to  entertain  you  for  months  to  come,  with 
the  ingenious,  the  fanciful,  the  abfurd,  and  nonfenfical 
expofitions  which  have  been  given  of  the  perfon  and 
hiftory  of  Melchizedec.  But  as  we  aim  at  ufefulnefs^ 
and  acknowledge  no  guide  in  facred  things  but  the 
holy  fcripture,  Mofes  fhall  be  our  only  authority-and 
guide  in  tracing  this  remarkable  ftory ;  David  and 
Paul  our  only  interpreters,  in  the  application  and  ufe 
of  it. 

Abram,  with  a  little  band  of  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  perfons  of  his  own  houfehold,  and  a  few 
friends,  has  purfued,  overtaken,  furprifed,  and  dif- 
comfited  four  confederated  kings,  with  their  victo¬ 
rious  army ;  and  recovered  Tot,  his  brother’s  fon,  in¬ 
to  liberty.  Returning  from  this  honourable,  bold, 
and  fuccefsful  enterprife,  he  is  met  by  a  prince  of  a 
very  different  character  from  thofe  whom  he  had  con¬ 
quered,  and  thofe  whom  he  had  delivered.  They 
were  fons  of  violence,  fons  of  blood ;  his  name  was 
Melchizedec,  and  Melchifalem, — king  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  king  of  peace.  It  is  extremely  probable,  that 
thefe  epithets  were  titles  conferred  upon  this  great 
and  good  man,  as  being  defcriptive  of  his  perfon  and 
character  }  and  might  be  defigned  of  Providence  as  a 
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memorial  to  all  princes  of  what  they  ought  to  be  ; 
lovers,  prefervers,  and  promoters  of  jullice,  maintain- 

ers  and  confervators  of  peace.  . 

It  is  pleafing  to  find  ourfelves  miftaken  in  our  cal'- 

culations  of  the  numbers  of  good  men,  and  in  our  ei- 
timates  of  the  ftate  of  religion  in  the  world,  h  or  thelc 
calculations  and  eftimates  through  ignorance  and  con- 
tracfednefs  of  fpirit,  are  generally,  if  not  always  er¬ 
roneous,  by  being  Ihort  of  the  truth.  Who  did  not 
conclude,  when  Abram  was  called  to  leave  his  idol¬ 
atrous  country,  that  the  knowledge  and  the  worilup 
of  the  true  God  were  entirely  confined  to  his  family  . 
When  lo  1  a  king  and  prieft  of  the  moft  high  God, 
of  whom  we  never  heard,  of  whofe  exiltence  we  had 
formed  no  conception  before,  breaks  forth  upon  us 
all  at  once;  and  teaches  us  this  moft  elevating,  this 
moft  encouraging  truth,  that  the  number  ox  the  re¬ 
deemed  is  much  greater,  and  the  ftate  of  religion 
much  more  profperous,  than  the  partial  views,  and 
the  fyftematic  fpirit  of  even  good  men,  will  permit 
them  to  believe.  Thus,  in  latter  times,  a  prophet  of 
no  lefs  dignity  than  Elijah,  from  apparent  circum- 
ftances,  made  a  moft  erroneous  computation  of  the 
number  of  the  faithful  in  his  day.  “  1  he  children 
of  Ifrael,”  faith  he,  “  have  forfaken  thy  covenant, 
thrown  down  thy  altars,  and  flain  thy  prophets  with 
the  fword ;  and  I,  even  I  only,  am  left,  and  they  feek 
my  life,  to  take  it  away.”*  But  what  faith  the  an- 
fwer  of  God  to  him  ?  I  have  left  me  feven  thoufnnd 
Ifrael,  all  the  knees  w^hich  have  not  bowed  unto 
Baal,  and  every  mouth  which  hath  not  kiffed  him.”f 
And’  when  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  {hall  at  length 
return  together  to  "Zion,  they  {hall  be  ct  a  great  mui  ■ 
titude  which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations,  and 
kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues.”  And  what 
heart  but  muft  exult  in  the  profpeft  of  the  grace  of 

God  being  more  widely  diffufed  than  we  apprehend¬ 
ed, 

*  l  Kings  xix.  14.  "f  1  Kings  xix.  18, 
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ed5  and  extended  to  regions  unknown,  and  multitudes 
tint  bought  of  by  us  ? 

I  hough  but  little  be  told  us  of  this  extraordinary 
perion,  that  little  is  both  pleafing  and  inftrucHve.  In 
him,  we  find  united  two  offices  of  high  dignity  and 
refpeft ability — royalty  and  the  priefthood  ;  the  maj- 
efty  of  the  one  united  to  the  fan&ity  of  the  other  ; 
Melchizedec,  “  king  of  Salem/5  was  alfo  “  the  prieft 
of  the  moft  high  God.55  How  truly  honourable  is 
high  ftaticm,  when  fupported  by  the  beauty  and  digni¬ 
ty  of  holinefs,  and  adorned  with  unaffe&ed  goodnefs ! 
Is  the  ftate  of  a  king  either  diffionoured  or  diminiffied 
by  attendance  at  the  altar  of  God  ?  No  ;  it  is  religion 
that  fvveetens,  and  embelliffi.es,  and  ennobles  every 
condition :  it  is  religion,  forming  an  intimate  and  a 
permanent  relation  between  a  man  and  his  God, 
“  that  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  duft,  and  iifteth 
the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill,  and  fetteth  him  with 
princes  /5  and  which  exalteth  earthly  princes  to  heav¬ 
enly  thrones.  Examples  are  rare  in  hiftory  of  thefe 
two  characters  being  united.  The  kingdoms  and 
the  priefthood  of  this  world  fall  to  the  lot  of  but  a 
feleded  few  ;  they  hardly  blend  in  one  and  the  fame 
perfon,  feldoin  meet  to  crown  the  fame  head.  But  in 
the  new  creation  of  God,  in  “  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  the  heirs  of  glory  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world/5  the  high  lot  of  Melchizedec  is  the  lot  of  eve¬ 
ry  child  of  God.  All  are  “  kings  and  priefts  unto 
God,  even  the  Father.55  And  the  apoftle  Peter,  ad- 
dreffing,  not  the  princes  and  potentates  of  the  earth, 
but  cc  ftrangers  fcattered  throughout  Pontus,  Galatia, 
Cappadocia,  Afia,  and  Bithynia/5  thus  writes,  46  Ye 
are  a  chofen  generation,  a  royal  priefthood ,  an  holy  na¬ 
tion,  a  peculiar  people,  that  ye  ffiould  ffiew  forth  the 
praifes  of  Him,  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefs 
into  his  marvellous  light.'5  * 

Is  this  king  of  righteoufnefs  and  peace  venerable 
in  his  prieftly  robes,  attending,  in  the  order  of  his 

courfe, 


#  I  Peter  ii.  9. 


LecT.  XII.  Hijlory  cf  Melchizedec.  145 

courfe/upon  the  moft  high  God  ?  Is  he  lefs  amiable 
and  refpectable  in  adminiftering  to  the  necefiities  of 
his  fellow  men  ?  A  prince  is  never  more  kingly,  than 
when  he  is  practifmg  the  virtues  of  humanity,  hofpital- 
ity,  and  compaffion.  And  the  praife  of  thefe  too  be¬ 
longs  to  Melchizedec,  for  “  he  brought  forth  bread 
and  wine”  to  refrefh  the  patriarch  and  his  little  army, 
after  the  labour  and  fatigue  of  their  rapid  march  and 
violent  conflict.  The  great  God  is  infinitely  above 
the  need  of  our  fervices.  How  then  can  we  honour 
him  moft,  and  ferve  him  beft  ?  By  copying  his  ex¬ 
ample  ;  by  doing  good  ;  by  communicating  to  the 
comfort  of  others  what  he  has  kindly  beftowed  upon, 
us.  What  objeft  does  this  world  prefent,  once  to  be 
compared  with  a  human  being  replete  with  benevo-r 
lence,  habitually  ftudying  to  glorify  his  Creator,  by 
alleviating  the  diftrefies,  and  promoting  the  happinefs 
of  his  Creatures  ?  This  is  the  true  luftre  of  riches, 
this  is  the  glory  of  greatnefs,  this  the  fplendour  of 
power,  this  the  majefty  of  kings. 

Kindred  fpirits  are  eafily  and  powerfully  attra&ed 
to  each  other  ;  and  religion  forms  the  ftrongeft  and 
tendereft  bond  of  union  among  men.  Abram  and 
Melchizedec  meet  like  men  long  acquainted.  The 
patriarch  nobly  difdains  to  accept  the  fpoils  proffered 
to  him  by  the  king  of  Sodom  ;  but  joyfully,  and  with 
gratitude,  embraces  the  friendfhip  and  kindnefs  of  the 
king  of  Salem.  The  gifts  of  a  bad  man  yield  a  very 
mixed  fatisfa&ion  to  an  honed  mind,  but  it  is  pleafing 
to  the  foul  to  receive  benefits  from  the  wife  and  good. 
An  interchange  of  kind  offices  is  the  life  of  friendfhip 
in  worthy  minds.  In  our  commerce  with  Heaven, 
benefits  flow  continually  from  God  to  us  ;  continually 
receiving,  we  have  nothing  to  fend  back  but  the  effu- 
fions  of  a  thankful  heart,  and  the  humble  defires  of 
needy  dependants ;  but  friendfhip  among  men  fubfifts 
only  among  equals,  and  depends  on  kindneffes  mu¬ 
tually  given  and  received.  Melchizedec  “  brings 
forth  bread  and  wine”  to  Abram  ;  Abram  gives  him 
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44  tithes  of  all.”  So  early  exifted  in  the  world  that 
mode  of  fupporting  the  minillers  of  religion.  A  great 
prince  like  Melchizedec  needed  not  to  minifter  in  holy 
things  for  hire,  but  he  would  by  his  example  teach 
mankind,  what  God  by  a  fpecial  conftitution  eftab- 
lilhed  under  the  law,  and  afterwards  delivered  to  the 
world  in  a  general  propofition,  that 44  he  who  ferves 
at  the  altar  fhould  live  by  the  altar.” 

But  how  poor  in  companion,  is  the  gift  which  the 
patriarch  brings  to  the  prieft  of  God,  to  that  which 
he  receives  from  him.  Abram’s  is  an  offering  of 
acknowledgment  and  refpeft  merely,  by  which  the 
receiver  was  neither  benefited  nor  enriched,  but  Mel- 
cnizedec’s  return  to  him  was  a  real  benefit ;  he  “  bleff- 
ed  him,  and  laid,,  Bleffed  be  Abram  of  the  moll  high 
Gcd,  poffeifor  of  heaven  and  earth.”*  Abram  was 
already  bleffed,  in  growing  worldly  profperity,  bleffed- 
in  recent  viftory  over  his-  enemies,  bleffed  in  the 
deliverance  he  had  wrought  for  his  beloved  nephew, 
bleffed  in  poffeffmg  the  refpect  and  efteem-  of  princes  } 
but  bleffmgs  like  thefe  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  bad 
men,  and  are  in  themfelves  unfatisfaftory  :  Melchize-' 
dec  pronounces  a  blefling  which  crowns  all  the  reft, 
and  gives  value  to  them  all.  44  The  bleffing  of  the 
Lord  it  maketh  rich,  and  he  addeth  no  forrow  there¬ 
with  Abram  is  44  bleffed  of  the  moll  high  God,” 
with  the  profpefi,  though  diftant,  of  the  Meffiah’s  day, 
who  fhould  fpring  from  himfelf,  according  to  the 
flefh,  and  in  whom  44  all  the  families  of  the  earth  fhould 
be  bleffed.”  Abram  beheld  in  the  very  perfon  who 
pronounced  the  benediction  upon  him,  44  the  figure  of 
him  who  was  to  come,”  that  44  king  who  fhould  reign 
in  righteoufnefs 44he  faw  it,  and  was  glad.”  What 
felfifh,  folitary  joy  is  once  to  be  named  with  the  pure, 
benevolent  delight,  which  glowed  in  the  patriarch’s 
breaft,  every  time  the  promile  was  brought  to  his  ear, 
and  the  Saviour,  his  own  Saviour,  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  was  placed  before  his  eye?  “  And  bleffed  be 
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the  moll  high  God,”  continues  he,  “  which  hath  de¬ 
livered  thine  enemies  into  thine  hand.”*  The  blelT- 
ing  which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  afcends,  to¬ 
gether  with  its  fruit,  to  heaven  again  ;  as  the  pre¬ 
cious  drops  which  fall  down  to  water  the  earth,  rife 
upward  in  gales  of  fragrance,  from  the  fruits  and 
flowers  which  they  produce,  and  perfume  the  air* 
Mercy  is  twice  bleffed,  it  bleffeth  him  that  gives, 
and  him  that  takes.”  But  behold,  while  Melchizedec 
yet  blelfeth  Abram,  he  is  out  of  our  fight,  and  is  no 
more  to  be  found.  He  burlt  forth  upon  us  like  the 
fun  from  behind  a  thick  cloud  ;  difappeared  again  as 
quickly  ;  and  is  to  be  difcerned  only  in  that  track  of 
glory  which  he  has  left  behind  him.  Blelfed  type  of 
him,  who  “  led  out  his  difciples  as  far  as  to  Bethany, 
and  he  lift  up  his  hands  and  blelfed  them.  And  it 
came  to  pals,  while  he  blelfed  them,  he  was  parted 
from  them,  and  carried  up  into  heaven  :”f  And  who, 
while  they  beheld,  was  taken  up,  and  a  cloud  receiv¬ 
ed  him  out  of  their  fight.”  J 

Thus  all  the  men  of  ages  paft  have  made  their  es¬ 
cape  from  us,  and  we  behold  them  no  more  :  and 
thus  we  ourfelves  are  one  by  one  difappearing  from 
among  men.  Adam,  and  the  great  majority,  died. 
Enoch,  and  one  more,  were  tranllated  without  tail¬ 
ing  death.  The  latter  end  of  Melchizedec  is  con¬ 
cealed  from  us.  But,  from  his  extraordinary  char¬ 
acter,  we  are  led  to  imagine,  it  could  not  be  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  humanity.  In  fo  many  various 
ways  can  God  remove  and  difpofe  of  his  creatures ; 
and  thus,  through  various  palfages,  we  enter  into  the 
world  of  fpirits :  and  “  mortality  is  (wallowed  up  of 
life.”  What  other  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  is  to  be 
compared  with  Melchizedec  ?  Is  he  not  rather  raifed 
up  of  Providence,  to  reproach,  and  to  condemn  the 
potentates  of  this  world  ;  the  rule  of  whole  govern¬ 
ment,  too  often,  is  not  righteoulnefs  and  law,  but 
humour  and  caprice ;  and  the  end  of  it,  not  to  blefs 

K  2  mankind, 

*  Gen.  xiy.  20.  f  Luke  xxiv.  50,  51.  ^  Ads  i.  9. 
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mankind,  but  to  gratify  fome  paflion  of  their  own } 
who  inftead  of  preferving  the  nations  in  peace,  them- 
felves  the  fons  of  peace,  have  inceffantly,  from  the 
beginning  to  this  unhappy  day,  involved  the  wretched 
human  race  in  fcenes  of  war,  and  violence,  and 
blood  ?  To  which  of  the  earthly  thrones  lhall  we 
look  for  the  union  of  the  fanctity  of  the  prieflhood 
with  the  majefty  of  the  fovereign  ?  Alas !  kings  are 
«  fet  in  flippery  places.”  Their  education,  their  fta- 
tion,  their  employments,  their  connexions  ;  all,  all 
unhappily  encroach  upon  the  offices  of  religion  ;  tend 
to  weaken  its  impreffions,  and  to  fhut  out  its  confo- 
lations. — But  there  is  a  Prince,  betwixt  whom  and 
this  king  of  Salem,  the  refemblance  is  fo  finking, 
that  he  who  runs  may  trace  it. 

Not  a  few  have  given  in  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
wonderful  perfonage  reprefented  in  this  hiftory,  un¬ 
der  the  united  character  of  priefl  and  king, .  was 
none  other  than  the  Son  of  God  himfelf,  afluming  a 
temporary  human  form,  to  exhibit  in  that  dark  age 
of  the  world,  an  anticipated  view  of  the  perfon, 
which  he  was,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  to  affume,  of 
the  chara£ler  which  he  was  to  fuftain,  and  of  the 
offices  which  he  was  to  execute.  The  expreflions 
which  defcribe  Melchizedec,  it  is  alleged,  are  not 
applicable  to  any  creature :  and  as,,  from  feveral 
other  pafiages  in  the  books  of  Mofes,  it  is  probable, 
if  not  certain,  that  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  mani- 
fefled  himfelf  in  the  patriarchal  ages,  at  fundry  times, 
and  on  divers  occafions,  under  the  charadler  of  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  ;  it  is  apprehended,  that  this  ap¬ 
pearance  to  Abram  might  be  of  the  fame  nature ;  in 
order  to  furnifh  the  father  of  believers  with  a  clearer 
and  more  diflin£l  idea  of  the  perfon  of  the  Redeem¬ 
er,  according  to  the  words  of  Chrifl  himfelf,  “  your 
father  Abraham  rejoiced  to  fee  my  day  :  and  he  faw 
it,  and  was  glad.”* 


Lect.  XII.  Hiflory  cf  Melchizedec.  M'9 

I  fee  no  danger  that  can  refult,  either  to  faith  or 
morality,  from  admitting  this  fuppofition.  And  it 
muft  be  admitted,  that  there  are  circumdances,  both 
in  the  hidory  and  in  the  apoftolicsd  application  of  it, 
which  fufHciently  warrant  iuch  an  interpretation.  .  If 
there  is  not  an  aftual  identity  of  perfons  in  Melchize- 
dec  and  the  Meffiah,  the  analogy  at  lead  is  fo  obvious, 
that  we  have  but  to  bring  Moles  and  Paul  together, 
in  order  to  dilcover  its  exaftnels,  and  to  feel  its  Icrce. 
The  likenefs  is  prefented  to  us  in  fcripture,  not  as 
fome  others,  in  fcanty  and  obfcure  hints,  or  in  fome 
leading  features  and  lineaments  only  ;  but  the  por¬ 
traits  are  drawn,  as  it  were,  at  full  length,  by  the 
maderly  hands  of  a  prophet  and  an  apoftle,  and 
placed  fide  by  fide  for  our  infpeftion.  In  this  part 
of  our  undertaking,  therefore,  nothing  more  is  nec- 
elfary  than  to  tranfcribe  from  the  page  of  infpiration. 

Scripture  is  Angularly  expreffive,  both  in  what  it 
fpeaks  of  Melchizedec,  and  in  what  it  conceals ;  and 
in  both  thefe  refpefts  we  may  in  fome  meafure  under- 
ftand  the  meaning  of  what  David  in  fpirit  fays  of  the 
Meffiah,  “  thou  art  a  pried  forever,  after  the  order 

of  Melchizedec.”  And  fird, 

To  whom  can  the  names  of  king  of  righteoufnefs, 
king  of  peace,  be  applied  with  luch  drift  propriety, 
as  to  him  whom  God  hath  “  anointed  over  his  holy 
hill  of  Sion,”  who  reigns  in  judice  and  in  love  :  who, 
righteous  himfelf,  has  wrought  out  for  all  his  happy 
fubjefts,  a  judifying  righteoufnefs  by  the  merit  of  his 
blood,  and  continues  to  work  out  in  all,  a  fanftifying 
righteoufnefs  by  the  grace  and  power  of  his  Spirit  ? 

But  peace  and  righteoufnefs  are  not  mere  external 
defignations  of  Meffiah,  our  Prince  ;  names  without 
a  meaning,  titles  without  merit,  like  many  of  thofe 
which  are  worn  by  the  potentates  of  this  world,  Cath¬ 
olic ,  Moft  Chrifian,  Faithful ,  Imperial ,  Defender  of  the 
Faith!  Appellations  calculated  to  excite  pity  or  de- 
rifion.  No  :  his  titles  are  of  the  eflence  of  his  na¬ 
ture  j  the  difplay  of  them,  is  the  objeft  of  his  million. 
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and  the  confummation  of  his  plan.  <c  His  name  fhall 
be  called  the  Prince  of  ■peace.”  u  Of  the  increafe  of 
his  government,  and  peace,  there  fhall  be  no  end.”  * 
ftt  Chrift  Jefus,  we,  who  fometimes  were  far  off, 
are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  For  he  is 
our  peace,  who  hath  made  both  one,  and  hath  broken 
down  the  middie  wail  of  partition  between  us 
“  He  came  and  preached  peace  to  you  who  were  afar 
off,  and  to  them  that  were  nigh.”  f  The  chaftife-. 
ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripes 
We  are  healed.”  |  His  gofpel  is  prophefied  of,  as 
God’s  “  covenant  oi  peace  f  and  66  the  courfel  oi  peace  ” 
At  his  birth  the  melodious  anthem  of  “  peace  on  earth, 
and  good  will  toward  men/'g  afcended  from  the 
tongues  of  t^n  thoufand  angels,  up  to  the  eternal 
throne:  and  when  he  left  the  wprld,  this  bequeft, 
more  precious  than  the  mantle  of  Elijah,  fell  fi  om 
him,  and  remained  behind  him  to  blefs  mankind, 
6 4  peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  jj 
peace  with  God,  peace  of  confcience,  peace  with  all 
men  ;  for,  66  being  juflified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.”**  And 
“  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but 
righteoufnefs  and  peace ^  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.”ff 
Acquaintance  with  God  through  him,  produces  in- 
ward  tranquillity,  ^  Acquaint  now  thyfelf  with  him, 
and  be  at  peace ;  thereby  good  fhall  come  unto  thee.”tj 
And  ^  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  againft  us 
The  peace  of  God  paifeth  all  unaerftanding,”  The 
world  can  neither  give  it  nor  take  it  away.  And 
when  his  gofpel  fhall  have  produced  its  full  effeft, 
and  his  kingdom  is  finally  eftablifhed  ;  66  the  work 
of  righteoufnefs  fhall  be  peace “  and  the  effedl  of 
righteoufnefs ,  quietnef ,  and  affurance  forever.5’ §§ 

But  it  were  endiefs  to  enumerate  the  paffages  of 
fcripture,  which  reprefent  jefus  Chrift  the  Saviour 

as 

*  Ifai.  ix.  6,  7»  f  Epn.  ii.  13,  14,  17.  t  Ifai.  liii.  5. 

§  Luke  ii.  14.  i|  John  xiv.  27.  **  Rom.  v.  1. 

ft  Rom»  xiy*  J7*  ff  Job  xxii.  f§  Ifai.xxxii.  17, 
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as  the  author,  the  purchafer,  the  giver,  the  operator 
of  peace,  and  “  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs.”  They 
are  his  nature,  his  name  ;  the  burthen  of  his  preach¬ 
ing,  of  his  prayers :  they  are  the  fruit  of  his  fufter- 
mSs  and  death,  the  objed  of  his  interceffion,  the 
operation  of  his  Spirit :  .they  the  feeds  of  glory  m  his 
redeemed  upon  earth;  and  the  perfection  cu  glory 
in  him  and  in  them,  when  the  triumph  of  his  giace 

fhall  be  completed  in  heaven. 

As  the  names  and  titles  afcribcd  to  Melchizedec, 
apply  in  full  force,  and  in  their  utmoft  extent  to  our 
bleffed  Saviour,  fo  the  feveral  addons  in  which  we 
find  him  engaged,  have  their  exact  counterpart  in 
what  Jelus  did ,  in  the  exercifes  of  his  public  miniftry* 
They  are  thefe  three-r-“  he  brought  forth  bread  and 
wine”  to  refrefh  Abram  and  his  weary  hoft  ;  he 
“  bleffed  Abram and  he  received  of  him  “  tithes 
pf  all”  the  fpoik. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe  we  are  led  to  contemplate  the 
grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he  exerted, 
more  than  once,  his  almighty  power,  in  miraculoufly 
multiplying  bread  to  refrefh  and  fuftam  the  fainting 
multitudes,  who  reforted  to  hear  him  :  and  when  he 
inftituted,  by  taking,  bleffmg,  and  diftributing  bread 
and  wine,  that  memorial  of  his  death,  which  has 
been  in  every  age,  and  fhall  continue  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  the  food  of  the  hungry  foul,  and  a  cordial 
to  the  faint ;  the  token  of  a  falvation  already  wrought 
out  and  purchafed  ;  and  the  foretafte  of  a  falvation 
“  ready  to  be  revealed  the  communion  of  imper¬ 
fect  faints*  in  the  church  militant,  and  the  eternal  bond 
of  union  among  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect, 

in  the  church  triumphant. 

Again,  Melchizedec  bleffed  Abram.  In  this  aCfion 
of  the  king  of  Salem,  we  behold  Jelus,  who  went 
about  doing  good,’’  and  Scattered  bleffings  wherefo- 
ever  he  went.  u  He  took  little  children  into  his  arms 
and  bleffed  them.”  He  pronounced  a  bleffmg ,  which 

ftill  refls  on  “  the  poor  in  fpirit,”  “  the  meek,’  “  the 

1  1  merciful” 
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merciful,”  44  the  pure  in  heart,”  44  the  peace-makers,” 
and  thofe  44  who  hunger  and  third  after  righteouf- 
nefs.”*  He  bleffed  the  bread  before  he  brake  it,  and 
gave  it  to  his  difcipies  :  when  he  afcended  up  on  high, 
bleffings  upon  bleffings  flowed  from  his  lips  ;  and  in 
virtue  of  his  interceffion  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  44  every  good  gift,  and  every  perfeft  gift  cometh 
down  from  the  Father  of  lights.”!  If  the  world  has 
any  comfort ;  if  the  foul  has  any  hope  ;  if  there  be 
any  communication  between  heaven  and  earth  ;  if 
there  be  44  good  will  towards  men  44  if  there  be  any 
confolation  in  Chrift ;  if  any  comfort  of  love  ;  if  any 
fellowfhip  of  fpirit ;  if  any  bowels  and  mercies  if 
there  be  any  joy  purer,  and  more  perfect  than  anoth¬ 
er,  44  the  blejfing  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich,  and  he 
addeth  no  forrow  therewith  it  is  of  him,  whom 
64  God  having  raifed  up”  even  44  his  Son  Jefus,  lent 
him  to  blefs  you,  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you 
from  his  iniquities.”  §  But  the  grand  accomplilh- 
ment  of  the  type  is  referved  for  that  day,  when,  to¬ 
gether  with  faithful  Abraham,  all  44  the  ranfomed  of 
the  Lord  fhall  return,  and  come  to  Zion,  with  fongs 
and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads  :”||  when  64  the 
Son  of  man,  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  with 
power  and  great  glory,”  fhall  thus  welcome  his  re¬ 
deemed  to  the  regions  of  eternal  day,  44  Come  ye, 
blejfed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.” 

The  laft  of  Meichizedec’s  actions  that  hands  upon 
record,  is  his  receiving  the  tithe  of  the  fpoils  from 
Abram.  On  which  fubjedt  I  think  it  belt  to  give  you 
the  apoftle’s  commentary  in  his  own  words.  44  Now 
confider  how  great  this  man  was,  unto  whom  even  the 
patriarch  Abraham  gave  the  tenth  of  the  fpoils. 
And  verily  they  that  are  of  the  fons  of  Levi,  who 
receive  the  office  of  the  priefthood,  have  a  command¬ 
ment  to  take  tithes  of  the  people  according  to  the 

law, 

*  Matt.  v.  3,  IO.  t  James  i.  17.  f  Phil.  ii.  1. 

§  Ads  iii.  26.  .j|  Ifai.  xxxv.  ic.  ^  Matt.  xxv.  34- 
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law  that  is,  of  their  brethren,  though  they  come  out 
of  the  loins  of  Abraham  :  but  he  whofe  defcent  is 
not  counted  from  them,  received  tithes  ot  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  blelfed  him  that  had  the.  promiloi,.  And 
without  all  contradiction,  the  lets  ls.bleifed  o^  e 
better.  And  here  men  that  die  receive  tithes :  but 
there  he  receiveth  them,  of  whom  it  is  witneiled  a 
lie  liveth.  And  as  I  may  fo  fay,  Levi  alio  who  re¬ 
ceived  tithes,  payed  tithes  in  Abraham;  for  he  was 
yet  in  the  loins  of  his  father,  when  Melchizedec  met 
him.”*  From  which  he  juftly  infers,  that  Per^ 
tion”  could  not  be  “  by  the  Levitical.  prielthood, 
that  “  there  was  need”  of  “another  pnelt,  after  the 
order  of  Melchizedec,  and  not  after  the  order  ot 
Aaron;”  who  Ihould  be  “made,  not  after  the  law 
of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after  the  power  of  an 
endlefs  life  ;”  and  that  feeing  the  law  made  nothing 
perfedt,”  but  “  the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  aid, 

“  by  fo  much  was  Jefus  made  a  furety  of  a  better 
teftament :”  and  “  this  man  becauie  he  coiumueth 
ever  hath  an  unchangeable  prielthood.  ihiougn 
him,  therefore,  let  us  offer,  “  the  calves  of  our  lips, 
and  “  prefent”  our  “  bodies  a  living  faenhee,  holy, 
acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  our  realonable  fervice : 
for  “  we  are  not  our  own,  we  are  bought  with  a  pi  ice; 
therefore,  “  let  us  glorify  God  in  our  body,  and  in 

our  fpirit,  which  are  God’s.' ”  # 

As  the  names  and  employments ,  fo  the  united  ojjnes  and 
dignity  of  Melchizedec,  met  in  all  their  luftre  in  the 
perfon  of  the  Son  of  God  :  King  of  Salem,  and 
“  Priejl  of  the  moft  high  God.”  In  “  derifion”  of 
the  vain  attempts  of  the  heathen,  and  of  the  impious 
confederacy  of  the  kings  and  ruleis  of  the  earth, 
«  againft  the  LORD,  and  againft  his  Anointed,”  God 
declares,  “  I  have  let  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of 
Zion.”  f  He  came  not  indeed  in  worldly  pomp,  but 
in  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs,  yet  the  powers  and  poten¬ 
tates  of  the  earth  were  made  fubjetf  and  iubfervient 

to 


f  Pfalm  ii.  6. 


*  Hcb.  vii.  4 — io. 
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to  him.  £t  Wife  men  from  the  eaft”  were  conduct? 
ed  by  a  ftar  to  Jerufalem,  and  thence  to  Bethlehem  of 
Judah,  to  do  homage  to  him  at  his  birth  ;  and  pour¬ 
ed  “  their  treaiures,  gold,  frankincenfe,  and  myrrh,’1 
at  his  feet.  Auguftus  iffued  “  a  decree  that  ail  the 
world  fhould  be  taxed.”  What  was  his  motive,  what 
his  end  ?  We  cannot  tell ;  but  we  know  the  end 
which  God  had  in  view  by  it  :  namely,  to  brin<?-  into 
more  public  notoriety,  the  feveral  circumftances  of 
Chrift’s  nativity,  and  to  tranfmit  them  to  the  lateft 
pofterity,  in  all  their  fplendour  and  importance. 
Thus  the  haughty  mailer  of  imperial  Rome  was  con- 
ftrained  of  Providence,  to  render  unknown,  unintendr 
ed,  involuntary  homage  to  yonder  babe  in  the  liable 
at  Bethlehem.  “  For  of  a  truth  againft  thy  holy 
child  Jefus,  whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both  Herod, 
and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles  and  the  people 
of  Ifrael,  were  gathered  together,  for  to  do  whatfoever 
thy  hand  and  thy  counfel  determined  before  to  be 
done.”*  Is  he  not  then  “  the  blefled  and  only  Po¬ 
tentate  ;  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  ?” 
N  ow  efpecially,  exalted  as  he  is,  to  the  <c  right  hand 
of  the  Majefty  on  high.  For  by  him  were  all  things 
created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  gre  in  earth,  viU 
ible  and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  domin¬ 
ions,  or  principalities,  or  powers :  all  things  were  cre¬ 
ated  by  him,  and  for  him/’  cc  And  he  is  before  all 
things,  and  by  him  all  things  confift,”f  And,  into 
the  kingdom  of  his  glory,  when  finifhed,  “  the  kings 
cf  the  earth  do  bring  their  glory  and  honour.”  Then 
fhall  angels  and  men  join  in  this  grand  celeftial  cho¬ 
rus,  cc  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift,  and  he  lhail 
reign  forever  and  ever .”J 

But  while  his  exalted  rank  as  a  fever  eign  removes 
us  to  an  awful  diftance,  his  milder  charafter  as  “  the 
Apoftle  and  High  Priejl  of  our  profeffion,”  allures  us 
back  to  his  prefence,  and  diflipates  our  terrors.  He 

is 

*  Acts  iv.  27,  28,  f  Col.  if*  46,  17#  X  15. 
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is  “  a  merciful  and  a  faithful  High  Brief  f  an  “  High 
Brief  i  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities 
«  a  o-reat  High  Prief ,  that  is  palled  into  the  heavens,” 
through  whom  we  have  encouragement  to  “  come 
boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need.”  *  He 
has  by  one  offering  perfefted  forever  them  that  are 
fandified,”  and  who  having  46  wafhed  us  from  our  fins 
in  his  own  blood/’  (hall  at  length  make  us  cc  kings 
and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  father.  To  him  be 
glory  and  dominion  forever  and  ever.”f 

The  circumftances  relating  to  Melchizedec,  which 
are  concealed ,  no  lefs  than  thofe  which  are  revealed  to 
us,  lead  dire&ly  to  fimilar  circumftances  in  the  perfon 
and  charader  of  our  Lord.  “  Without  father,  with¬ 
out  mother,  without  defeent ;  having  neither  begin* 
ning  of  days,  nor  end  of  life  :”  no  predeceffor  ;  no 
fucceffor  ;  no  limited  time  of  fervice  ;  no  derived  ti¬ 
tle  ;  a  dignity  not  palling  from  hand  to  hand,  but 
permanent,  inherent,  immutable.  Such  was  the  type. 
What  is  its  antitype  ?  **  Who  finall  declare  his  gene¬ 
ration  ?”  u  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the 
Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word  was  God.’"  \ 
iC  Verily,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  before  Abraham  was, 
I  am.”  §  46  And  the  Word  was  made  flefh,  and  dwelt 

among  us,  [and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
the  oply  begotten  of  the  Father]  full  of  grace  and 
truth.”  ||  Without  controverfy  great  is  the  myfte- 
ry  of  godlinefs ;  God  was  manifeft  in  the  flelh.”  cc  I 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  firft  and  the  laft  ;  I  am  he 
that  liveth  and  was  dead  :  and  behold,  I  am  alive  for 
evermore,  amen.”**  “  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God 
which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  !”  ‘c  Slain, 
irom  the  foundation  of  the  world  !”  The  altar  which 
confecrateth  the  gift,”  the  prieft  that  prefents  the 
facrifice  ;  the  u  fccond  temple”  which  eclipfes  the 

glory 
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glory  of  the  u  firft.”  All,  and  in  all.  Every  thing 
pointed  to  him  ;  all  ended  in  him,  and  all  are  infinite¬ 
ly  exceeded  by  him. 

Rejoice,  chriftians,  in  this  cc  more  fure  word  of 
prophecy  and  iC  take  heed  unto  it,  as  unto  a  light 
that  Ihineth  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn,  and 
the  day  ftar  arife  in  your  hearts.”*  Revere  the  un¬ 
fathomable  depths  of  the  eternal  mind.  ct  Secret 
things  belong  to  God  ;  but  things  which  are  revealed, 
belong  to  us,  and  to  our  children.”  Turn  all  your 
inquiries  to  fome  good  account  ;  remembering  that 
cc  the  end  of  the  commandment  is  charity,”  is  to  in- 
fpire  veneration  and  love  to  God,  and  good  will  to 
men.  Seek  not  to  be  u  wife  above  what  is  written 
and  be  not  wife  in  your  own  conceit.”  In  reve¬ 
rence  adore  an  incomprehenfible  Jehovah,  who,  by 
no  fearch  is  to  be  “  found  out  unto  perfection.” 
Rejoice  in  hope  of  that  day,  when  all  myfteries  fhall 
be  unveiled,  and  the  wifdom,  the  love  and  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  fhall  fhine  confpicuoufly  in  every  creature 
and  every  event ;  when  the  honours  of  a  Melchizedec 
lhall  be  communicated  to  all  and  to  every  one  of  the 
myriads  of  Chrift’s  redeemed.  When,  fuch  as  is  the 
head,  fhall  all  the  members  be,  u  kings  and  priefts  unto 
God.”  And  let  us,  “  by  patient  continuance  in  well¬ 
doing,  feek  for  glory,  and  honour,  and  immortality.” 
Amen. 

*  2  Peter  i.  19. 
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4ENESIS  XV.  1 7,  1 8. 

And  it  came  to  pa/s,  that  when  the  fun  went  down ,  and 
it  was  dark ,  behold,  a  /hioaking  furnace,  and  a  burning 
lamp  that  paffed  between  thoje  pieces .  In  the  fume  day 
the  Lord  made  a  covenant  with  Abram. 

There  is  fomething  awfully  pleafant,  in  tracing 
the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  ancient  times,  and  o±  dn- 
tant  nations ;  particularly  in  the  celebration  of  their 
religious  ceremonies.  Religion,  in  every  age  and 
nation,  has  been  the  foundation  of  good  faith,  and  of 
mutual  confidence  among  men.  The  moil  folemn  con¬ 
ventions,  and  the  moft  explicit  declarations  have  been 
confidered  as  imperfeft,  till  the  oath  of  God  was  in- 
terpofed,  and  until  the  other  auguft  functions  of  di¬ 
vine  worfhip  ratified  and  confirmed  the  tranfaftion. 
It  cannot  but  be  a  high  gratification  to  every  lover  of 
the  holy  feriptures,  to  find  in  the  bible  the  origin  and 
the  model  of  all  the  fignificant  religious  rites  of  latter 
ages  and  of  remoter  nations  ;  to  find  in  Moles,  the 
pattern  of  ufages  deferibed  by  a  Homer  and  a  Titus 
Livius,  as  in  general  pra&ice  among  the  two  moft  re- 
fpe&able  and  enlightened  nations  of  antiquity,  the 
Greeks  and  Romans. 

Making  of  covenants  is  one  of  the  moft  frequent 
and  cuftomary  tranfaftions  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind. 
Controverfies  and  quarrels  of  every  fort  iffued  at 
length  in  a  covenant  between  the  contending  parties. 
The  folemn  compacts  which  have  taken  place  between 

God 
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God  and  man,  are  known  by  the  fame  name ;  and 
have  been  confirmed  by  fimilar  forms  and  ceremonies. 
1  he  word  tranflated  to  make  a  covenant,  in  all  the 
three  learned  languages,  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  ; 
that  is,  according  to  the  uniform  application  of  it  in 
the  Old  Teflament,  and  the  confiant  phrafeology  of 
the  molt  approved  Greek  and  Roman  authors,  figni- 
fies  to  cut ,  to  feparate  by  cutting  afunder,  to  Jirike 
down*  The  word  tranflated  covenant ,  in  the  original 
Hebrew  according  as  we  derive  it  from  one  or  two 
words  of  fimilar  form  and  found,  fignifies  either,  a 
purifier ,  that  is,  a  purifying  vidtim  ;  and  the  phrafe,  to 
make  a  covenant  will  import,  to  kill, Jirike ,  cut  of]  a  pu~ 
rifying  vidlim  ;  or  it  may  fignify  a  grant  of  favour,  a 
deed  of  gift  freely  bellowed  and  folemnly  ratified  by 
the  moll  high  God.  And  according  to  this  derivation 
it  imports,  that  the  party  with  whom  it  is  made,  is  put 
into  a  new  and  happier  ftate.*  Between  man  and 
man,  it  denotes  a  new  arrangement  of  certain  con¬ 
cerns  common  to  both,  whereby  they  are  put  upon  a 
clearer  and  furer  foundation  than  they  wrere  before. 
Now  the  order  and  form  of  Abram’s  facrifice  deferib- 
ed  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  verfes  of  this  chapter,  is  a 
full  iliuft ration  of  the  meaning  of  the  words.  “  And 
he  faid  unto  him.  Take  me  an  heifer  of  three  years 
old,  and  a  fhe  goat  of  three  years  old,  and  a  ram  of 
three  years  old,  and  a  turtle  dove,  and  a  young  pig¬ 
eon.  And  he  took  unto  him  all  thefe,  and  divided 
them  in  the  midft,  and  laid  each  piece  one  againft  an¬ 
other  :  but  the  birds  divided  he  not.5*  And  in  the 
text,  “  the  Lord  made  a  covenant/’  i.  e.  he  cut  afun¬ 
der  or  divided  a  purifying  vidtiin.  Abram,  according 
to  God’s  command,  took  an  heifer,  a  fhe  goat,  and 
a  ram,  each  of  three  years  old,  flew  them  ;  divided 
each  into  equal  parts  ;  placed  the  feparated  limbs  op- 
pofite  to  each  other,  leaving  a  paffage  between  ;  paff. 
ed  between  the  parts  himfelf,  according  to  the  cultom 
of  the  facrifice  ;  and  when  the  fun  was  down,  that 
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the  appearance  might  be  more  vifible  and  ftriking, 
the  Shechinah ,  or  vifible  token  of  God's  prefence, 
pafled  alio  between  the  divided  limbs  of  the  victims, 
as  “  a  fmoaking  furnace,  and  a  burning  lamp  the 
final  ratification  of  this  new  treaty  between  God  and 
Abram-  By  this  covenant  God  gracioufly  became 
bound  to  give  Abram  a  ion  of  his  own  loins,  who 
fhould  become  the  father  of  a  great  nation,  and  the 
progenitor,  after  the  flelh,  of  the  great  Saviour  and  de¬ 
liverer  of  the  human  race  ;  and  Abram  on  his  part, 
bound  himfelf  to  a  firm  reliance  upon  all  God’s 
promifes,  and  a  cheerful  obedience  to  all  his  com¬ 
mands.  Such  were  the  awful  folemnities  of  this 
important  tranfaclion.  What  myfteries  were  contain¬ 
ed  in  thefe  facred  rites,  we  pretend  not  to  unfold. 
They  were  evidently  of  divine  inflitution,  for  God 
honoured  them  with  his  prefence,  approbation  and 
acceptance.  They  apparently  had  been  long  in  ufe 
before  this  period ;  for  Abram,  without  any  particu¬ 
lar  inftru&ion,  prepares  and  performs  the  facrifice  ; 
and  they  certainly  continued  long  in  the  church  of 
God  after  this ;  for  we  find  the  practice  as  far  down 
as  the  times  of  Jeremiah,  that  is  about  the  period  of 
the  diffolution  of  the  Jewifh  monarchy.  The  paffage 
in  this  prophet  to  which  we  refer,  describes  fo  minutely 
thefe  ancient  religious  cuftoms,  and  fo  ftrikingly  il- 
luftrates  and  fupports  the  hiftory  of  Abram’s  covenant 
and  facrifice,  that  I  truft  you  will  forgive  my  quoting 
it  at  full  length.  u  This  is  the  word  that  came  unto 
Jeremiah  from  the  Lord,  after  that  the  king  Zedekiah 
had  made  a  covenant  with  all  the  people  which  were 
at  Jerufalem,  to  proclaim  liberty  unto  them.  That 
every  man  fhould  let  his  man  fervant,  and  every  man 
his  maid  fervant,  being  an  Hebrew,  or  an  Hebrewefs, 
go  free,  that  none  Ihould  ferve  himfelf  of  them,  to 
wit,  of  a  Jew  his  brother.  Now  when  all  the  princes, 
and  all  the  people  which  had  entered  into  the  covenant , 
heard  that  every  one  fhould  let  his  man  fervant,  and 
every  one  his  maid  fervant  go  free,  that  none  ihould 
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ferve  themfelves  of  them  any  more,  then  they  obeyed, 
and  let  them  go.  But  afterwards,  they  turned,  and 
caufed  the  fervants  and  the  hand-maids,  whom  they 
had  let  go  free,  to  return,  and  brought  them  into 
lubjection  for  fervants  and  for  hand-maids.  There¬ 
fore  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jeremiah  from  the 
Lord,  faying.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
I  mads  a  covenant  with  your  father^,  in  tue  day  that  I 
brought  them  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of 
the  houfe  of  bondmen,  laying,  At  the  end  of  feven 
years,  let  ye  go  every  man  his  brother,  an  Hebrew 
which  hath  been  fold  unto  thee  ;  and  when  he  hath 
ferved  thee  fix  years,  thou  fhait  let  him  go  tree  from 
thee  t  but  your  fathers  hearkened  not  unto  me,  nei¬ 
ther  inclined  their  ear.  And  ye  were  now  turned, 
and  had  done  right  in  my  light,  m  proclaiming  liberty 
every  mail  to  his  neighbour,  and  ye  had  made  a  cove¬ 
nant  before  me  in  the  houie  which  .is  enhed  by  my 
name.  But  ye  turned,  and  polluted  my  name,  and 
caufed  every"  man  his  fervant,  and  every  man  his 
hand-maid,  whom  he  had  fet  at  liberty  at  their  pleaf- 
ure,  to  return,  and  brought  them  into  fubjection,  to 
be  unto  you  for  fervants  and  for  hand-maids.  There¬ 
fore  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Ye  have  not  hearkened  unto 
me  in  proclaiming  liberty  every  one  to  his  brother, 
and  every  man  to  his  neighbour  :  behold,  I  proclaim 
a  liberty  for  you,  faith  the  Lord,  to  the  fvvord,  to  the 
peftilence,  and  to  the  famine,,  and  I  will  make  you 
to  be  removed  into  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth. 
And  I  will  give  the  men  that  have  tranfgreffed  my 
covenant ,  which  have  not  performed  the  words  of  the 
covenant  which  they  had  made  before  me,  when  they 
cut  the  calf  in  twain ,  and  paffed  between  the  parts  thereof 
the  princes  of  Judah,  and  the  princes  of  jen^c^em, 
the  eunuchs,  and  the  priefts,  and  all  the  people  of  the 
land,  which  paffed  between  the  parts  of  .  the  caifj  i  will 
even  give  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  and 
into  the  hand  of  them  that  feek  their  lire  ;  and  their 

dead  bodies  lhall  be  for  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  the 
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heaven,  and  to  the  beads  of  the  earth.55*  Now  the 
expreflions  here  employed,  of  44  polluting  God5s 
name,  tranfgreffing  his  covenant,  and  not  performing 
it,55  and  the  threatened  punifliment  of  this  violation, 
“  their  dead  bodies  fhall  be  for  meat  unto  the  fowls 
of  the  heaven,  and  to  the  beads  of  the  earth,5 5  explain 
to  us  in  fome  meafure,  the  meaning  of  thofe  folemn 
ceremonies  with  which  covenants  were  executed. 
And  here  furely  it  is  not  unlawful  to  employ  the  lights 
which  are  thrown  upon  this  fubject,  by  the  practice 
of  the  Gentile  nations,  and  the  writings  of  thofe  who 
are  ftyled  profane  authors.  From  them  wTe  learn, 
that  on  fuch  occafions  the  cudom  was,  that  the  con- 
trading  party  or  parties,  having  paffed  between  the 
divided  limbs  of  the  facrifice,  and  exprefled  their  full 
affent  to  the  dipulated  terms  of  the  agreement  or  cov¬ 
enant,  in  folemn  words,  which  were  pronounced  with 
an  audible  voice,  imprecated  upon  themfelves  a  bitter 
curfe,  if  they  ever  ihould  violate  it.  66  As  I  drike 
down  this  heifer,  or  ram,  fo  may  God  drike  me  with 
death,  if  I  tranfgrefs  my  word  and  oath/5  66  As  the 
limbs  of  this  animal  are  divided  afunder,  fo  may  my 
body  be  torn  in  pieces,  if  I  prove  perfidious.55  Per¬ 
mit  me  to  prefent  one  indance  of  many,  from  the  two 
illudrious  nations  alluded  to.  The  Greeks  and  the 
Trojans,  according  to  Homer,  having  agreed  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  great  quarrel  between  them,  by  the  iffue  of 
a  fingle  combat  between  the  two  rivals  Menelaus  and 
Paris,  the  terms  being  folemnly  adjuded  and  conferr¬ 
ed  to  on  both  fides,  the  ratification  of  the  covenant  is 
thus  defcribed,  Iliad,  lib.  III.  338.!  “  The  Grecian 
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t  k  may  perhaps  be  jamoifirig  to  the  reader,  to  compare  the  Simplic¬ 
ity  of  a  literal  profe  trariflation,  with  the  poetical  elegance  and  fpirit  cf 
the  Englifh  Homer.  The  palTage  follows  :  ; 

<fi  On  either  fide  a  facre’d  herald  /lands, 

The  wine  they  mix,  and  on  each  monarch’s  hands 
Pour  the  full  urn  ;  then  draws  the  Grecian  lord 
Plis  cutlafs  fheath’d  beiide  his  porki’rous  fword  ; 
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prince  drew  the  facred  knife,  cut  off  a  lock  of  wool 
from  each  of  the  heads  of  the  devoted  lambs,  which 
being  diftributed  among  the  princes  of  the  contending 
parties,  he  thus,  with  hands  lifted  up,  and  in  a  loud 
voice,  prayed  ;  44  O  Father  Jove,  moil  glorious,  moft 
mighty :  O  fun,  who  feeft  and  heareft  every  thing : 
ye  rivers,  thou  earth,  and  ye  powers  who  in  the  re¬ 
gions  below  punifh  the  falfe  and  perjured,  be  ye 
witneffes,  and  preferve  this  covenant  unviolated.5' 
Then,  having  repeated  the  words  of  the  covenant  in 
the  audience  of  all,  he  cleft  afunder  the  heads  of 
the  confecrated  lambs,  placed  their  palpitating  limbs 
oppofite  to  each  other  on  the  ground,  poured  facred 
wine  upon  them,  and  again  prayed,  or  rather  impre¬ 
cated  :  44  O  Jupiter  Almighty,  mail  glorious,  and  ye 
other  immortals  !  Whoever  (hall  firil  tranfgrefs  his 

folemn  oath,' may  his  brains  and  thofe  of  his  children, 

flow 

From  the  fign’d  victims  crops  the  curling  hair. 

The  heralds  part  it,  and  the  princes  ihare  ; 

Then  loudly  thus  before  the  attentive  bands, 

He  calls  the  gods,  and  fpreads  his  lifted  hands ; 

«  O  firft  and  greateft  Pow'r !  whom  all  obey, 
a  Who  high  on  Ida's  holy  mountain  fway, 

<  u  Eternal  Jove  !  and  you  bright  orb  that  roll 

a  From  eaft  to  weft,  and  view  from  pole  to  pole, 
a  Thou  mother  earth !  and  all  ye  living  floods  1 
4t  Infernal  furies,  and  Tartarean  gods, 

*t  Who  rule  the  dead,  and  horrid  woes  prepare 
a  For  perjur'd  kings,  and  all  who  falfely  fwear  ! 

«  Hear  and  be  witnefs^  If  - - - - •” 

a  With  that  the  chief  the  tender  vi&ims  flew, 

And  in  the  duft  their  bleeding  bodies  threw ; 

The  vital  fpirit  ifliied  at  the  wound, 

And  left  the  members  quiv'ring  on  the  ground. 

From  the  fame  urn  they  drink  the  mingled  wine. 

And  add  libations  to  the  pow'rs  divine  ; 

While  thus  their  pray'rs  united  mount  the  Iky ; . 

*t  Hear,  mighty  Jove  !  and  hear,  ye  gods  on  high ! 
a  And  may  their  blood,  who  firft  the  league  confound, 

«  Shed  like  this  wine,  diftain  the  thirfty  ground  ; 
u  May  all  their  conforts  ferve  promifcuous  luft, 

««  And  all  their  race  be  fcatter’d  as  the  duft  !” 

Pops’s  Iliad,  III.  37^ 
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flow  upon  the  ground  like  this  wine,  and  let  his  wife 
be  divided  from  him  and  given  to  another.”  Thus 
when  it  was  agreed  to  fettle  the  conteft  for  empire 
between  Rome  and  Alba  by  the  combat  of  three  * 
youths,  brothers,  on  either  fide  ;  after  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  ceremonies  fimilar  to  thofe  which  have  been 
defcribed,  the  Roman  prieft  who  prefided,  addrefled 
a  prayer  to  Heaven  to  this  effefl: :  “  Hear,  Father  Ju¬ 
piter,  hear,  prince  of  Alba,  and  ye  whole  Alban  na¬ 
tion.  Whatever  has  been  read  from  that  waxen  tab¬ 
let,  from  firft:  to  laft,  according  to  the  plain  meaning 
of  the  words,  without  any  refervation  whatever,  the 
Roman  people  engages  to  Hand  to,  and  will  not  be  the 
firft  to  violate.  If  with  a  fraudulent  intention,  and 
by  an  ad  of  the  ftate,  they  fhall  firft  tranfgrefs,  that 
very  day,  O  Jupiter,  ftrike  the  Roman  people  as  I 
to-day  fhall  ftrike  this  hog,  and  fo  much  the  more 
heavily,  as  you  are  more  mighty  and  more  powerful 
than  me.”  And  having  thus  fpoken,  with  a  fharp 
flint,  he  dafhed  out  the  brains  of  the  animal. 

Thus  in  the  three  mod  diftinguifhed  nations  that 
ever  exifted,  we  find  the  origin  of  their  greatnefs,  in 
fimilar  ceremonies  ;  empire  founded  in  religion,  and 
good  faith  fecured  by  the  fan&ion  of  folemn  facred 
rights.  And  is  it  not  pleafing  to  find  the  living  and 
true  God,  as  in  refpect  of  majefty  and  dignity,  fo  in 
priority  of  time,  taking  the  lead  in  all  that  is  great 
and  venerable  among  men  ?  We  find  Mofes,  the 
prince  of  facred  writers,  defcribing  a  religious  facri- 
fice  performed  by  Abram  one  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  thirteen  years  before  Chrift,  which  the  prince  of 
heathen  poets  fo  exa&ly  defcribes  as  the  practice  of 
his  own  country  upwards  of  one  thoufand  years  later  ; 
and  which  the  great  Roman  hiftorian  relates  as  in 
ufe  among  his  countrymen,  in  the  time  of  Tullus 
Hoftilius,  the  third  king  of  Rome,  before  Chrift  about 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-eight  years. 

The  circumftances  of  this  interefting  tranfa&ion 
have  led  me  much  farther  than  I  intended  j  I  now 
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return  to  take  up  the  thread  of  the  narration.  Abram 
having  returned  from  the  {laughter  of  the  kings  ; 
having  achieved  the  deliverance  of  Lot  his  brother’s 
fon  from  captivity ;  having  paid  tithes  to  Melchize- 
dec,  the  type  and  reprefentative  of  the  great  High 
Pried  over  the  houfehold  of  God,  perhaps  the  Son  of 
God  himfelf,  thus  early  exhibited  in  human  nature 
to  the  world ;  having  received  the  bleffing  from  him, 
and  bidden  him  farewel,  retires  again  to  the  quietnefs 
and  privacy  of  domedie  life,  humbly  confiding  in  the 
divine  protection,  and  patiently  waiting  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  the  promifes.  The  man  who  habitually 
leeks  God,  is  readily  and  happily  found  of  him. 
“  After  thefe  things  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto 
Abram  in  a  vifion,  faying.  Fear  not,  Abram  :  l  am  thy 
Ihield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward.”  *  The  din 
of  war,  and  the  gratulations  of  victory,  thefe  tranfi- 
tory  and  perturbed  occupations  and  comforts  being 
over,  intercourfe  with  Heaven  recommences  and  im¬ 
proves  :  the  dill  ftnall  voice  of  divine  favour  is  again 
heard — “  Fear  not.,  I  am  thy  Ihield.”  Abram  was 
become  the  dread  of  one  confederacy  of  princes,  and 
the  envy  of  another  -,  both  of  them  lituations  full  of 
dano-er  ;  but  his  fecurity  is  the  protection  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty.  He  icorned  to  be  made  rich  by  the  generof- 
ity  of  the  king  of  Sodom  ;  and  his  magnanimity  and 
difinteredednefs  are  recompenfed  by  the  bounty  of 
the  great  Lord  of  all ;  “  I  am  thy  exceeding  great 

Why  {hould  we  curroufly  inquire  after  the 
nature  of  the  heavenly  vifion,  and  alk  in  what  man- 
ner-the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him  ?  Know  we 
not  the  fecret,  the  inexplicable,  the  irrefidible  power 
which  God  poffefies,  and  exercifes  over  the  bodies 
and  over  the  minds  of  men  ?  Know  we  not  what  it  is 
to  blulh  for  our  follies, ,  though  no 
to  tremble  under  the  threatenings  of  a  guilty  con- 
fcience,  though  no  avenger  be  purfuing ;  and  to  en¬ 
joy  ferenity  and  peace,  in  the  midfl  of  confufion  and 
J  1  tempeif  ? 
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tempell  ?  Whence  is  this,  but  from  the  word  of  the 
Lord  within  us,  conltraining  or  encouraging  us .  to 

hear  ?  . 

This  renewed  declaration  of  the  divine  favour, 

draws  from  Abram  a  dutiful  yet  pathetic  expo  flu  la- 
tion,  on  the  condition  of  his  family  and  affairs  ;  in 
which  the  impatience  and  fretiulnefs  of  the  man, 
mingle  with  the  fubnriffion  and  refignation  of  the  be¬ 
liever.  He  was  grown  rich  and  refpeCted ;  he  had 
been  victorious  over  his  enemies,  and  become  a  blefi- 
ing  to  his  friends  ;  but  he  is  finking  into  the  vale  gf 
years,  and  his  great  poffellions  are  ready  to  defcen-d 
to  a  ftranger,  Eliezer  of  Damalcus,  the  fie  ward  of 
his  houfehold.  Is  it  any  wonder  to  fee  a  proud,  un¬ 
mortified  Haman  diilatisfied*  though  balking  in  the 
funlhine  of  royal  favour,  becaufe  one  Mordecai  fits  in 
the  king’s  gate,  when  a  pious  Abram  feels  uneafy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  all  this  world  could  bellow,  becaufe 
one  thing  was  withheld  ?  Alas,  what  condition  of  hu¬ 
manity  is  exempted,  for  any  length  of  time  together , 
from  forrow  and  vexation  of  fpirit  ?  How  much  of 
the  aftliftion  of  the  remainder  of  Abram’s  life,  arofe. 
from  the  poffeffion  of  that  blefling,  which  he  now 
toveted  fo  earnestly  !  But  furely  we  fhouid  do  but  flen- 
der  juftice  to  the  holy  man,  in  fuppofmg  that  the  ien- 
timents  which  he  expreffed  upon  this  occafion  were 
merely  the  effeCi  of  a  natural  defire  of  having  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  own  body,  to  whom  his  large  pofleffions 
might  deicend.  The  man  who  rejoiced  in  the  prol- 
peCt  of  the  Saviour's  day  ;  the  man  who  was  ready, 
at  God’s  command,  to  offer  up  Ifaac  in  facrifice ;  the 
man  who  had  given  up  every  thing  nature  holds  dear, 
when  duty  called  him  to  it ;  and  who  took  the  fimple 
promife  of  <&od  as  a  full  indemnification  ;  fuch  a 
man  muff,  in  charity,  be  prefumed  to  entertain  the 
moft  liberal  and  difinterefted  views,  in  thus  ardently 
defiring  a  fon.  We  hear  of  no  difapprobation  ex¬ 
preffed  againft  his  ardour  and  impatience ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  procures  from  God  a  more  diltinCt  and 
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decifive  promife  of  the  fpeedy  accomplifhment  of  his 
willies — u  And  behold,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came 
unto  him,  faying.  This  fhall  not  be  thine  heir  ;  but  he 
that  fhall  come  forth  out  of  thine  own  bowels  fhall  be 
thine  heir.”  *  The  time,  though  not  the  manner  of 
the  vifion  is  fully  conveyed  to  us :  it  was  early  in  the 
morning,  while  it  was  yet  dark,  for  he  brought  him 
forth  abroad,  and  faid.  Look  now  toward  heaven,  and 
tell  the  ftars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them.  And 
he  faid  unto  him,  So  fhall  thy  feed  be.”t  Scripture 
allufions  to  natural  objeds,  are  adapted  to  the  ordi¬ 
nary  conceptions  of  mankind.  The  fun  is  reprefented 
as  rifing,  and  fitting,  and  moving  round  the  earth  ; 
and  the  ftars  are  reprefented  as  innumerable,  becaufe 
this  is  apparently  the  cafe,  and  juftified  by  the  ideas 
and  language  of  all  nations,  though  the  fad  be  philo- 
fophically  otherwife.  Surely  the  truth  of  God,  in  his 
promife  to  Abram,  is  little  affeded  by  the  aftronomi- 
cal  arrangement  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  which  latter 
ages  have  devifed,  and  whereby  the  number  of  thofe 
glorious  luminaries  is  determined  to  a  greater  degree 
of  accuracy.  What  the  promife  means  to  give  the 
good  man  full  affurance  of,  is,  that  his  pofterity  fhould- 
be  both  numerous  and  illuftrious  beyond  all  concep¬ 
tion.  And,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  hazard  a  con- 
jedure,  and  to  anticipate  an  obfervation  on  this  fub- 
jed,  the  error  of  David,  many  ages  afterwards,  in 
infilling  on  having  the  people  numbered  in  his  reign, 
which  was  one  of  the  moft  profperous  periods  of  the 
Ifraelitifh  hiftory,  confifted  in  his  attempting  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  God  would  have  left  undetermined.  It 
being  an  objed  of  much  greater  importance  to  a  wife 
and  good  prince,  to  fee  his  fubjeds  thriving,  numer¬ 
ous,  and  happy,  than  to  know  the  exad  number  over 
which  he  reigns  ;  juft  as  it  is  much  more  delightful 
and  beneficial  to  a  man,  to  contemplate  the  beautiiul 
feeming  irregularity  of  the  ftarry  heavens,  to  lofe 

ourfelves,  as  it  were,  in  their  glory  and  immenfity, 

and 
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and  to  enjoy  their  benign  influences,  than  to  fix  with 
the  utmoft  exa&iefs  and  precifion,  their  number,  mo. 
tions  and  diftances.  Accordingly,  we  find,  that  in 
the  days  of  Solomon  the  fon  of  David,  when  Jewifh 
fplendour  and  populoufnefs  were  at  their  zenith,  no 
attempt  was  made  to  difcover  the  number  of  the  peo- 
pie  ;  but  in  conformity  to  the  obvious  intention  of 
God,  in  the  paflage  now  under  review,  that  matter 
was  forever  left  in  a  flate  of  glorious  uncertainty.  ^ 
Abram's  doubts  are  now  entirely  removed ;  he 
believed  in  the  Lord  ;  and  he  counted  it  to  him  for 
righteoufnefs.”*  As  God  rewards  the  faithful,  not 
by  halves,  not  fparingly,  nor  grudgingly  ;  fo  all  true 
believers,  like  faithful  Abram,  honour  God  by  an  en¬ 
tire  and  unlimited  confidence  ;  and  believe  not  only 
in  hope  but  againji  hope.  Ihe  patriarch  thus  indulg¬ 
ed  and  encouraged,  prefumes  ftil!  farther  on  the  divine 
goodnefs,  to  entreat  fome  prefent  token  of  the  truth 
and  certainty  of  the  promifes  made  to  him.  “  And  he 
faid,  Lord  God,  whereby  fhall  I  know  that  I  fhall  in¬ 
herit  it.”f  Both  from  what  goes  before  and  follows, 
we  muff  conclude,  that  this  was  not  a  requcit  of  dif¬ 
fidence,  but  of  defire  and  love.  We  neither  defire 
nor  exa£f  from  our  friends  formal  obligations  to  fhew 
us  kindnefs  ;  this  would  imply  a  doubt  of  their  attach¬ 
ment  ;  but  we  dearly  love  to  bear  about  us  the  tokens 
of  their  affeftion.  In  like  manner  Abram  afked  for  a 
fign,  not  that  he  fufpe&ed  any  thing,  but  becaufe  he 
loved  much.  It  was  taken,  as  it  was  meant  ;  an<J 
friendfliip  was  ftrengthened  by  the  requeft  and  the 
grant  of  it.  The  covenant  which  eniued,  and  the 
ceremonies  by  which  it  was  ratified,  have  already  been 
confidered.  But  fome  farther  circumftances  here  re¬ 
corded  well  deferve  our  notice.  The  order  for  the 
facrifice  was  given  early  in  the  morning.  The  former 
part  of  the  day  was  employed  in  preparing  it ;  and  we 
may  fuppofe  all  things  ready  by  noon.  Abram  has 
done  what  was  incumbent  upon  him  $  but  the  great 
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God  is  not  limited  to  feafons  or  forms  ;  Abram  mull 
therefore  wait  and  watch — wait  till  God  condefcends 
to  appear — -watch,  that  his  facrifice  be  not  plundered 
or  polluted.  At  length,  about  the  going  down  of  the 
fun,  the  approach  of  Deity  is  felt.  “  And  when  the 
fun  was  going  down,  a  deep  fleep  fell  upon  Abram  : 
and  lo,  an  horror  of  great  darknefs  fell  upon  him.”  * 
How  infupportable  muft  be  the  vifitations  of  God’s 
anger  !  (I  tremble  while  I  fpeak)  if  the  vifions  of 
his  mercy  and  love  are  fo  awful  and  tremendous  ! 
While  he  was  in  this  extafy,  the  principal  events  that 
fhould  affedt  his  family  for  the  fpace  of  four  hundred 
years,  are  revealed  to  him ;  and  the  iifue  is  to  be,  at 
the  end  of  that  period,  the  quiet  and  certain  polfefiion 
of  the  very  land  which  he  then  inhabited  ;  even  from 
the  Nile  to  the  Euphrates.  But  we  trefpafs  on  your 
patience  too  long. 

—Let  us,  in  conclufion,  raife  our  thoughts  to  a 
new  covenant,  eftablifhed  on  better  promiles  ;  to  a 
facrifice  whofe  ^  blood  cleanfeth  from  all  fin  “  to  a 
new  and  living  way  confecrated  into  the  holieft  of  all, 
through  the  veil,  the  Redeemer’s  flelh.”  Let  us  look 
to  that  body  which  was  broken  upon  the  crofs,  the 
atonement  for  tranfgreffion  ;  to  that  inheritance  which 
is  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away 
to  that  “  kingdom  which  cannot  be  moved,”  that 
government  and  peace,  of  which  there  fhall  be  no 
end  ;”  to  that  cc  great  multitude  which  no  man  can 
Humber,  of  all  nations  and  kindreds  and  people  and 
tongues,  which  hand  before  the  throne  and  before 
the  Lamb,  clothed  in  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
hands  to  that  day,  when  “  they  that  be  wile  fiiall 
fhine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  they 
that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  as  the  ftars  forever 
and  ever.” 

— Is  every  difcovery  of  God  a  mixture  of  light  and 
darknefs,  46  a  furnace  that  fmoaketh,  a  lamp  that  burn* 
eth,”  46  a  pillar  of  cloud,  a  pillar  of  fire  Let  us  re¬ 
joice 
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ioice  and  walk,  and  live  in  that  light ;  let  us  revere, 
adore  and  preferve  an  humble  diftance  from  that 
darknefs.  Are  the  vifits  of  God’s  wrath  intolerable 
to  the  wicked  ;  and  the  approaches  oi  his  gracious 
prefence  awful  even  to  the  good  ?  Let  us,  then,  think 
of  drawing  nigh  to  him,  only  through  the  Son  ol  his 

love,  in  whom  he  is  ever  well  pleafed. 

Is  the  covenant  on  God’s  part  cc  ordered  in  all 
things  and  fure  ?”  Are  all  u  the  promifes  in  Chrift 
yea  and  amen  ?”  Is  the  cc  glory”  they  propole  and 
enfure,  46  yet  to  be  revealed  ?”  “Be  not  faithlefs,  but 
believing  46  call  all  your  care,  upon  him,  lor  he  Car- 
eth  for  you.”  Now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly  ; 
but  then  face  to  face  :  now  I  know  in  part  ;  but  then 
I  {hall  know  even  as  alfo  I  am  known.”  “He  who 
cometh  will  come  and  will  not  tarry.”  “  I  he  grace 
qf  our  Lord  Jelus  be  with  your  lpirits.”  Atnenf 


i 

\ 

i 


Hi  flory 


- : 


Hiftory  of  Abram. 


LECTURE  XIV. 

Isaiah  xxviii.  1 6. 

He  that  believeth  Jhall  not  make  hajle . 

nr 

JL  HE  ways  of  Providence  and  the  workings  of  the 
human  mind  do  not  always  keep  pace  one  with  another. 
In  the  purfuit  of  their  ends,  men  are  at  one  time  care- 
lefs  and  indolent,  at  another,  over  eager  and  hafty  ; 
but  God  is  ever  advancing  towards  his ,  with  a  fteady, 
progreffive,  majeftic  pace.  When  we  get  fight  of  a 
favourite  object,  we  grafp  at  it  through  poffibility  and 
impoffibility  ;  we  hurry  on  to  poffefiion,  too  little 
fcrupulous  about  the  means.  To  God  all  things  are 
pofiible  ;  and  “  he  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  perfeft,  for 
ail  his  ways  are  judgment :  a  God  of  truth  and  with¬ 
out  iniquity  ;  juft  and  right  is  he.”  Men  ignorantly 
and  weakly  judge  of  their  Maker  by  themfelves,  and 
foolifhly  attempt  to  regulate  the  divine  procedure  by 
their  own  preconceived  opinions  of  it :  “  Behold  I 
thought,”  faid  Naaman  the  Syrian,  “  he  will  furely 
come  out  to  me,  and  ftand,  and  call  upon  the  name 
of  the  Lord  his  God,  and  ftrike  his  hand  over  the 
place,  and  recover  the  leper  but  God  had  faid. 
Go  and  wafh  in  Jordan  feven  times  and  thou  ftialt 
be  clean.”  It  is  rare  to  find  a  faith  which  fteadily, 
cheerfully,  and  conftantly  walks  hand  in  hand  with 
the  purpofe  and  promife  of  Heaven.  We  either 
66  ftagger  at  the  promife,  through  unbelief,”  or  impa¬ 
tiently  ftrive  to  bring  forward  the  accompliihment  by 
indirect  methods. 
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When  we  look  into  hiftory,  how  unlike  do  events 
appear  from  the  form  into  which  they  were  previoufly 
fhaped  by  the  fond  expectations  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned  !  The  Jews  in  the  perfon  of  Melliah,  looked 
for  a  prince  who  fhould  revive  the  faded  fplendour 
of  David’s  throne  ;  but  the  Melliah  whom  Goa  railed 
up  eftablilhed  a  kingdom  “of  righteoufnefs  and 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  ”  The  difaples 
are  dreaming  of  litting  at  their  Mailer  s  right  and  e  t 
hand,  when  “  the  kingdom  Ihould  be  reltored  to  • 
rael he  is  fending  them  forth  to  “  fuller  lhame  lor 

his  name.’' 

The  ientiment  of  the  prophet  which  I  have  now 
read,  as  the  foundation  of  another  Lefture  on  the 
hiftory  of  Abram,  is  juft  and  ftriking.  u  He  that  be- 
lieveth  ftiall  not  make  hafte  ”  Faith  neither  lags  be¬ 
hind,  nor  drives  to  outrun  the  word  of  God.  lhus 
faith  the  Lord,”  is  its  rule  and  meafure  ;  it  endures, 
waits,  prdceeds,  a£ts,  refrains,  as  “  feeing  him  who  is 
invifible.”  But  in  the  molt  compofed,.  firmed,  and 
faithfulleft  of  believers,- we  find  the  frailties  and  in¬ 
firmities  of  the  man  frequently  predominant ;  and  a 
flighter  temptation  fometimes  prevailing,  alter  moie 
fevere  and  difficult  trials  have  been  withftood  and 
overcome.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  folemnity  with 
which  God  ratified  his  covenant  with  Abram,  as  re¬ 
corded  in  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  Genefis.  Under 
the  fan&ion  of  the  moll  awful  forms  and  ceremonies, 
a  fon  is  promifed,  the  future  father  of  a  numerous 
offspring  ;  and  an  inheritance  is  allotted  to  that  chof- 
en  feed,  by  him  who  has  all  things  in  heaven  and  in 
earth  at  his  difpofal.  Abram  takes  the  word  of  God 
as  a  full  fecurity  ;  believes  and  rejoices.  He  had  now 
dwelt  ten  years  in  Canaan  ;  and  notwithftanding  his 
advanced  period  of  life,  we  find  him  difcovering  noth¬ 
ing  like  eagernefs  or  impatience  ;  he  cc  believed”  and 
therefore  did  €C  not  make  hafte.”  But  though  he  was 
not  the  firft  to  devife  an  undue  and  intemperate  meth¬ 
od  of  arriving  at  the  accompliffiment  of  the  promiie. 
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we  find  him  ready  enough  to  adopt  one  of  this  nature 
when  it  was  fuggefted  to  him. 

It  was  now  put  beyond  a  doubt  that  Abram  fhould 
become  a  father,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  declared  ex¬ 
plicitly  that  Sarai  fhall  be  a  mother.  With  the  anxi- 
iety  natural  to  women  in  her  circumftances,  however, 
we  may  fuppofe  her  to  hope  till  fhe  could  hope  no 
longer.  At  length,  her  feelings  as  a  wife  gave  way 
to  her  concern  about  her  hufband’s  glory  and  happE 
nefs  ;  and  fhe  confents  to  Abram’s  having  children 
by  another,  rather  than  that  he  fhould  not  have  chib 
dren  at  all.  Projects  formed  and  executed  in  hafte, 
are  generally  repented  of  at  leifure  ;  and  when  we  fly 
in  the  face  either  of  nature  or  of  religion,  we  fhall 
fpeedily  and  infallibly  find  both  the  one  and  the  other 
much  too  powerful  for  us.  Sarai’s  was  a  lot  to  be 
envied  by  moft  women  ;  beautiful  and  beloved  even 
to  old  age  ;  miftrefs  of  an  ample  fortune,  and  a  nu^ 
merous  train  of  domeftics ;  the  wife  of  a  prince,  and, 
what  is  much  more,  of  an  amiable  and  excellent  mam 
But  the  glory  and  joy  of  all  thefe  flattering  circurm 
fiances  were  marred  and  diminifhed  by  one  perverfe  ac-* 
cident,  cc  fhe  bare  Abram  no  children.”  Not  blindly 
and  capricioufly,  but  in  wifdom  and  in  righteoufnefs, 
the  great  God  apportions  to  the  fons  of  men  good 
and  evil  in  this  life  ;  that  none  may  be  exalted  above 
meafure,  and  that  none  may  fink  into  dejeftion  and 
defpair.  During  Abram’s  lojourn  in  Egypt,  Pharaoh, 
fmitten  with  Sarai’s  beauty,  had  made  his  court  to 
her,  on  the  prefumption  of  her  being  a  Angle  woman, 
by  the  ufual  modes  of  attention,  and  prefents  numen 
ous  and  coftly,  fuitable  to  his  rank  and  the  manners 
of  the  times  ;  cc  flieep,  oxen,  he-afles,  men-fervants, 
maid' few  ants ,  fhe-afles,  and  camels.”  Of  the  female 
fervants  probably  beflowed  upon  that  occalion,  one 
is  now  brought  particularly  into  view,  and  occupies 
a  confpicuous  place  henceforward  in  this  hiftory. 
The  deception  attempted  by  Abram,  in  making  his 
wife  pafs  for  a  After,  is  very  little  to  his  credit ;  and 
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his  accepting  prefents  from  Pharoah,  circumftanced 
■as  he  was  and  knowing  what  he  did,  was  far  from  be¬ 
ing  an  honourable  proceeding  ;  indeed  no  good  could 
be  expected  to  come  of  it  5  and  though  God  did  not, 
at  the  time,  reproach  him  for  his  conduct  by  a  verbal 
reproof,  he  is  now  preparing,  by  his  righteous  provi- 
•dence,  to  make  him  feel  that  he  had  atted  wrong. 
Thus,  the  monuments  of  our  faults  become  the  in- 
ftruments  of  our  punifhment.  Sarai  propofes  to  het 
hufband  to  affume  this  Egyptian  handmaid,  II agar, 
as  a  fecondary,  or  inferior  wife  ;  in  hope  of  building 
up  a  family  by  her,  and  thus  of  making  the  promife 
to  take  effect.  Unnatural  as  this  may  appear,  it  is 
far  from  being  without  a  parallel.  The  truth  is,  it  is 
very  natural,  and  very  common,  to  try  to  get  rid  or 
a  prefent  preifure,  though  with  the  hazard  of  fubject- 
ing  ourfelves  to  an  heavier  burthen.  Every  thing  wras 
wrong  here.  A  fhameful  diftruft  of  God  ;  an  attempt 
to  introduce  a  foreign  and  perhaps  an  idolatrous 
mother  into  the  family  of  Abram  ;  a  molt  unwile  and 
inconfiderate  tampering  with  her  hufband’s  affection  ; 
a  foundation  laid  of  probable,  if  not  of  certain  domef- 
tic  jealounes  and  quarrels  ;  evil  done  in  vain  expecta¬ 
tion  that  good  may  come  of  it.  Abram  complies 
■  with  the  fuggeffion  of  his  wife,  and  Hagar  conceives* 
It  requires  not  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  forefee  the  con- 
fequence.  Elagar  becomes  vain  and  infolent,  and  Sa¬ 
rai  is  thoroughly  mortified.  The  handmaid  now 
confiders  herfelf  as  her  miftrefs’s  equal,  if  not  her 
fuperior  ;  lire  views  Abram’s  vail  poffefiions,  and  valt- 
er  profpefts,  as  entailed  on  her  pollerity.  Little  and 
wicked  minds  are  boon  elevated,  and  as  eafily  de- 
preffed.  The  whole  of  Sarai’s  behaviour,  is  that  of 
a  peevilh,  unreafonable,  difappointed  woman.  The 
wife  ficheme  was  of  her  own  contriving  •,  and  now  that 
Ihe  feels  the  effect  of  her  impetuofity  and  rafhneis, 
Ihe  turns  the  edge  of  her  refentment  againll  her  in¬ 
nocent  hufband  ;  “  And  Sarai  faid  unto  Abram,  My 
wrong  be  upon  thee :  I  have  given  my  maid  into  thy 
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bofom,  and  when  (he  faw  that  (he  had  conceived,  I 
was  defpifed  in  her  eyes  :  the  Lord  judge  between  me 
and  thee.”*  How  weak,  wicked,  and  abfurd  is  all 
this !  Had  the  good  man  formed  a  deliberate  defign 
of  injuring  and  infulting  her,  fhe  could  not  have  em¬ 
ployed  hardier  language ;  and  yet  whatever  evil  has  been 
committed,  was  her  own  devifmg.  But  the  language 
of  paffion  is  ever  contradi&ory  and  inconfiftent.  “  My 
wrong  be  upon  thee.”  Why  fhould  it  ?  “  My  folly 
recoils  upon  myfelf,”  would  have  been  the  language 
of  truth  and  jufhce.  She  dares  not,  even  in  her  rage, 
accufe  Abram  of  incontinency,  but  relu&antly  difcerns 
and  acknowledges  her  own  rafhnefs :  I  have  given 
my  maid  into  thy  bofom,  and  when  (he  faw  that  (he 
had  conceived,  I  was  defpifed  in  her  eyes.”  The  tide 
of  anger  fays  not  it  is  enough,  knows  not  where  to 
flop :  66  The  Lord  judge  between  me  and  thee.” 
Who  would  not  conclude,  from  an  appeal  fo  folemn, 
that  (he  has  the  better  caufe  ?  And  yet,  fhe  is  appeal¬ 
ing  to  God  in  a  cafe  where  (he  was  clearly,  confciouf- 
ly  in  the  wrong.  I  like  not  hafty  references  to  Heav¬ 
en.  A  truly  ferious  fpirit  will  refleQ:  twice  before  it 
interpofes  the  name  of  God  on  any  occafion,  and 
fhudder  at  the  thought  of  employing  it  upon  a  falfe 
or  frivolous  one ;  an  angry  fpirit  (licks  at  nothing. 
For  this  reafon,  I  will  fooner  believe  a  plain,  unpro- 
feffing  man,  on  his  fimple  word,  than  ten  thoufand 
common  fwearers,  under  the  fanftion  of  as  many 
oaths. 

See  into  what  diforder  one  ill  advifed  meafure  has 
thrown  a  happy,  well  regulated  family,  Abram’s  ill- 
judged  compliance  with  the  precipitate  advice  of  his 
wife,  has  embroiled  him  in  contention  with  herfelf; 
it  conftrains  him  to  connive  at  her  cruel  treatment  of 
an  unhappy  woman,  who  is  at  lead  to  be  pitied  as 
much  as  blamed  ;  and  renders  the  profpeft  of  the 
promifed  feed  a  heavy  affliction,  inftead  of  a  bleffing. 
Sarai  is  betrayed  by  the  eagernefs  of  her  fpirit,  firft 
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into  an  abfurdity ;  then  into  unkindnefs  and  undutiful- 
nefs  towards  her  lord  ;  then  into  profanity  and  impiety 
towards  God  ;  then  by  an  eafy  tranfiti'on,  into  barbar¬ 
ity  towards  a  wretched  Have,  who  was  entirely  at  her 
mercy,  who  had  been  brought,  without  any  high  de¬ 
gree  of  criminality,  into  a  condition  which  claims  com¬ 
panion  and  attention  from  all  ;  brought  into  it  by 
herfelf  too  ;  and  this  to  the  endangering,  for  ought 
(he  knew,  of  all  the  hopes  of  her  hufband  s  family, 
and  the  greater  interefts  of  the  human  race.  Hagar, 
haplefs  wretch  !  an  objeCt  of  commileration  through¬ 
out  :  led,  perhaps  reluctantly,  to  her  mailer’s  bed, 
elevated  to  a  tranfient  gleam  of  hope,  exulting  in  the 
profperity  of  a  moment,  hurried  inftantly  back,  by  ali 
the  feverities  which  jealoufy  can  inflict,  into  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  flavery,  and  driven  from  vilionary  profpects  of 
'  blifs,  into  fcenes  of  real  diilrefs  ;  ready  to  perilh  with 
the  innocent  unborn  fruit  of  her  womb,  in  the  wilder  - 
nefs,  by  famine,  or  the  jaws  of  fome  ravenous  beaft ; 
for  “  when  Sarai  dealt  hardly  with  her,  fhe  fled  from 
her  face.”  In  what  deep  and  accumulated  woe,  I  fay, 
may  one  inconfiderate  ftep  involve  the  children  of 
men  !  And  if  good  and  well-intentioned  people  fuf- 
fer  thus  feverely  from  one  act  of  raftmefs  and  impru¬ 
dence,  who  but  muil  tremble  to  think  of  the  fearful 
confequence  of  deliberate  wickednefs  ?  A  thouiand 
volumes  written  againft  polygamy,  could  not  lead  to 
a  clearer,  fuller  conclufion,  againft  that  practice,  than 
the  ftory  under  review. 

Mark  now,  how  feafonably  and  fuitably  God  inter- 
pofes  to  reCtify  all  this  diforder.  When  we  have  wea¬ 
ried  ourfelves  with  our  own  devices,  and  fnared  our- 
felves  in  the  works  of  our  own  hands,  Providence 
takes  up  the  cafe,  fubdues  it  to  its  own  wife  and  gra¬ 
cious  purpofes,  and  turns  evil  into  good.  Hagar  flies 
from  the  face  of  her  unkind  miftrefs,  but  happily  for 
her,  Ihe  cannot  flee  from  God.  The  intereft  which 
Abram  now  has  in  her,  gives  her  an  intereft  in  the 
peculiar  care  and  protection  of  the  Almighty. 

This 
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This  is  the  firfl  time  we  read  in  fcripture  of  the 
appearance  of  an  angel ;  and  it  was  to  reprove,  ex¬ 
hort,  and  fuccour  an  helplefs  afflicted  woman :  and 
thus  is  mercy  ever  more  ready  to  come  at  the  call  of 
mifery,  than  juftice  to  purfue  the  footfteps  of  guiltc 
From  the  whole  tenor  of  the  hiftory,  we  are  led  to 
conclude,  that  this  heavenly  viiion  was  the  uncreated 
angel,  God  in  the  form,  and  performing  the  office  of 
a  miniftering  fpirit  for  this  angel  a  flumes  the 
name  and  attributes  of  God,  fpeaks  of  Hagar’s  pref- 
ent  condition,  and  future  profpe&'s,  with  the  knowl¬ 
edge  peculiar  to  Deity ;  and  defcribes  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  future  greatnefs  of  the  male  child  with  which 
Hie  was  pregnant,  as  his  own  work.  The  event  dem- 
onftrates  whofe  the  prediction  was  '  and  Hagar  evi¬ 
dently  confidered  the  perfon  who  fpake  with  her  in 
this  light  y  for  flie  afcribes  to  him  the  incommunica¬ 
ble  name  Jehovah ,  and  adores  him  as  the  omnifcient,. 
omniprefent  God.  “  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  faid 
unto  her,  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  exceedingly,  that  it 
fhall  not  be  numbered  for  multitude.  And  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  faid  unto  her.  Behold,  thou  art  with 
child,  and  (halt  bear  a  fon,  and  fhalt  call  his  name  Ilh- 
mael ;  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  heard  thy  affliction. 
And  he  will  be  a  wild  man  ;  his  hand  will  be  again# 
every  man,  and  every  man’s  hand  againfl;  him,  and  he 
fhall  dwell  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  brethren.  And 
flie  called  the  name  of  the  Lord  that  fpake  unto  her. 
Thou  God  feeft  me :  for  fne  faid,  Have  I  alfo  here 
looked  after  him  that  feeth  me.”* 

A  great  multitude  of  ftriking  circumftances  prefs 
upon  us  in  the  careful  perufal  oi  thefe  words.  Does 
God  condefcend  to  exercife  all  this  care  and  tender- 
nefs  about  a  perfon  fo  obfeure,  helplefs,  and  unbe¬ 
friended  as  Hagar  ;  then  who  is  beneath  his  notice,  or 
unimportant  in  his  light  ?  Are  the  fecondary  and  lub- 
ordinate  defigns  of  his  providence  of  luch  extenfive 
and  permanent  confequence  to  the  world  ?  Theft,  of 
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xvhat  infinite  and  eternal  weight,  is  his  firft,  great, 
leading  object  ?  If  an  Iftimael  be  introduced  into  the 
world  with  fo  much  pomp  and  folemnity,  what  mu  it 
the  birth  of  an  Ifaac  be  ?  And  what  mud  it  be,  when 
God  bringeth  his  own  firft-begotten  upon  the  fcene, 
whom  all  the  angels  are  commanded  to  worfhip  ? 
How  adonifhingly  awful  is  that  foreknowledge,  which 
diicovered  before  he  was  born,  IfhmaePs  character  ; 
and  that  power  which  predetermined  and  attested  the 
character  and  date  of  his  poderity  to  the  lated  ages, 
while  as  yet  their  progenitor  was  in  his  mother’s 
womb  ?  How  are  all  the  defigns  of  the  Mod  High,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  adorable  providence,  and  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  them,  rendered  fubfervient  to  one  glorious 
purpofe,  which  riles  fuperior  to,  and  abforbs  all  the 
red — -the  plan  of  falvation  by  a  Redeemer  !  How 
wifely  are  the  children  both  of  the  bond  woman  and 
of  the  free,  reminded  of  the  iownefs  and  helplefsnefs 
of  their  original !  “  A  Syrian  ready  to  perilli  was  my 
father,”  fays  the  one  >  an  Egyptian  bond  maid  ready 
to  perifh  was  my  mother,  fays  the  other* 

What  a  happy  circumdance  it  was  for  Hagar  to 
have  lived  fo  long  in  Abram’s  houfe  !  Liberty  in 
Egypt  had  not  proved  a  bleffing  fo  great,  as  flavery 
in  Canaan*  To  be  exalted  to  the  dignity  of  a  mother 
to  princes  !  To  be  introduced  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
living  and  true  God !  How  different  are  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  providence,  confidered  at  the  moment,  and 
viewed  through  the  medium  of  refie&ioii  and  experi* 
ence  !  Under  the  impulfe  of  forrow  or  of  joy,  we  cry 
out,  “  all  thefe  things  are  againd  me,”  or  “  it  is  good 
for  me  to  be  here  3”  but  when  the  account  comes  to 
be  arranged,  after  the  tranfport  is  over,  we  find  our- 
felves  neceffitated  to  transfer  many  articles  to  the  op- 
pofite  pages,  and  to  date  that  as  favourable,  which 
once  we  called  adverfe  ;  and  that  a  misfortune,  which 
once  we  accounted  a  bleffing* 

The  hidory  informs  us  of  Hagar’s  flight,  but  leaves 
us  to  draw  our  own  conclufions  refpecting  her  return. 
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Indeed,  we  may  now  fuppofe  all  parties  to  have  been 
brought  a  little  to  themfelves.  The  folitude  and  dan¬ 
gers  of  the  wildernefs,  and  the  apparition  of  the  angel, 
awful,  though  in  mercy,  have,  of  courfe,  greatly  di- 
minifhed  in  Hagar’s  mind  the  rigour  of  her  miftrefs’s 
treatment,  and  fhe  is  glad  to  return  to  her  former 
habitation.  The  fudden  difappearing  of  her  maid  ; 
the  juft  apprehenfion  of  the  evil  which  might  have 
befallen  a  defperate  woman  in  her  delicate  fituation  % 
time,  ferious  reflection,  and  remorfe  for  her  cruel  and 
unjuft  behaviour,  muft  furely  have  humbled  the  fpirit 
and  mollified  the  heart  of  Sarai,  and  difpofed  her  to 
receive  the  returning  fugitive,  if  not  with  marks  of 
external  eomplaifance,  at  leaf!  with  fectet  and  filent 
fatisfaCtion.  And  Abram,  always  wife,  and  gentle, 
and  good,  would  now  neceffarily  rejoice  in  the  reftor- 
ed  peace  of  his  family  ;  in  this  frefti  demonftration  of 
the  divine  tendernefs  towards  himfelf  and  all  who  be¬ 
longed  to  him  ;  in  the  farther  enlargement  and  extent 
of  the  blefling  promifed ;  and  in  the  profpeCt  of  the 
final  and  full  accomplifhment  of  all  that  the  Lord 
had  fpoken. 

According  to  the  word  of  the  angel,  Hagar  in  due 
time  bears  a  fon  to  Abram,  in  the  eighty-fixth  year  of 
his  age,  and  the  eleventh  after  his  departure  from  Ur 
of  the  Chaldees.  To  preferve  forever  the  memory 
of  the  divine  interpofition,  the  name  given  to  the 
child  by  the  angel  in  the  wildernefs,  is  put  upon  him 
by  his  pious  father,  to  whom,  no  doubt,  Hagar  had 
carefully  related  the  whole  tranfaCtion,  IJhmael ,  “  God 
fhall  hear,”  becaufe  God  heard,  pitied,  and  relieved 
her  affliction.  And  fuch  was  the  origin  of  the  father 
and  founder  of  the  Arabian  nation  ;  a  people,  who  in 
their  character  and  manners,  through  every  period  of 
their  hiftory,  evince  from  what  root  they  fprung,  and 
verify  the  prediction  concerning  their  progenitor,  “  he 
will  be  a  wild  man,  his  hand  will  be  againft  every 
man,  and  every  man’s  hand  againft  him.”  And  hif¬ 
tory  iiluftrates  the  expreilion  of  the  angel,  “and  h« 
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fiiall  dwell  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  brethren.”  For 
whereas  the  flavery  and  fubje&ion  of  all  other  nations 
make  a  confiderable  part  of  their  hiftory,  that,  of  the 
Arabs  is  entirely  compoled  of  a  relation  of  their  con* 
quells,  or  their  independence.  They  are  at  prelent, 
and  have  continued  through  the  remotell  ages,  during 
the  various  and  fuccellive  victorious  expeditions  of 
Greeks,  Romans,  and  Tartars,  a  feparate,  a  free,  an 
independent,  and  an  invincible  nation  ;  a  mighty 
band  of  illuftrious  robbers,  united  among  themielves, 
and  formidable  to  all  the  world  ;  inhabiting  a  vail 
country  of  one  thoufand  three  hundred  miles  in 
length,  and  one  thoufand  two  hundred  in  breadth — - 
one  region  of  which,  from  the  purity  and  falubrity  of 
its  air,  and  the  fertility  of  its  foil,  is  defervedly  de¬ 
nominated  the  happy  ;  it  produces  the  fineft  fruits, 
fpices  and  perfumes  in  the  world,  and  is  remarkable 
for  breeding  the  moll  beautiful  and  ufeful  animals  of 
their  kind,  horfes,  camels,  and  dromedaries. 

We  haften  to  conclude  this  LeClure,  by  adding  to 
the  reflections  already  made,  this  farther  one,  that  we 
are  not  to  judge  of  the  greatnefs  and  inportance  of  the 
defigns  of  Providence,  by  any  worldly  marks  of  dis¬ 
tinction  and  preeminence*  The  pofterity  of  Ifhmael 
was  much  earlier,  and  has  been  much  longer  eftabliih- 
ed,  and  exifted  in  a  much  higher  degree  of  national 
dignity  and  confequence,  than  the  pofterity  of  Ifaac. 
But  in  the  line  of  Ifaac,  not  that  of  Ilhmael,  run  the 
promifes  of  life  and  falvation.  To  Ifaac  and  not  to 
his  elder  brother,  pertained  4C  the  adoption,  and  the 
glory,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law, 
and  the  fervice  of  God,  and  the  promifes,”  and  of  him 
as  concerning  the  flelh  Chrift  came,  who  is  over  all, 
God  bleflfed  forever.”  The  things  which  are  highly 
efteemed  among  men,  are  often  of  no  price  in  the 
fight  of  Him,  who  “  hath  chofen  the  foolifh  things  of 
the  world  to  confound  the  wife,  weak  things  to  con¬ 
found  the  mighty,  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and 
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things  which  are  defpifed,  yea,  and  things  which  are 
not,  to  bring  to  nought  things  which  are,  that  no 
flefh  fhould  glory  in  his  prefence.”  With  Ifhmael  w 
have  nothing  to  do,  nor  with  his  pofterity :  they  are 
to  us  only  a  wild  man  and  a  wild  people,  inhabiting 
fuch  a  region  of  the  globe.  But  in  Ifaac  and  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  his  family  we  are  deeply  interefted  indeed, 
as  the  apoftle  Paul  writing  to  the  Galatians  clearly 
evinceth  :  and  his  words  ileal  1  be  the  evangelical  il* 
iuftration  of  the  fubjeft.  Abraham  had  two  fons ; 
the  one  by  a  bond  maid,  the  other  by  a  free  woman, 
but  he  who  was  of  the  bond  woman  was  born  after 
the  flefh  ;  but  he  of  the  free  woman  was  by  promife  : 
which  things  are  an  allegory,”  (that  is,  one  thing  is 
exprefled,  and  another  hinted  at  or  fignified)  “  for 
thefe  are  the  two  covenants :  the  one  from  the  Mount 
Sinai,  which  gendereth  to  bondage,  which  is  Hagar  j 
for  this  Hagar  is  Mount  Sinai  in  Arabia,  and*  aniwer- 
eth  to,”  or  is  in  the  fame  rank  with,  “  Jerufalem 
which  now  is,  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  children. 
But  Jerufalem'  which  is  above  is  free,  which  is  the 
mother  of  us  alL  For  it  is  written,  rejoice  thou  barren 
that  beareft  not ;  break  forth  and  cry,  thou  that  trav¬ 
ailed  not,  for  the  defolate  hath  more  children  than  fhe 
which  hath  an  hufband.  Now  we,  brethren,  as  Ifaac 
was,  are  the  children  of  promife  :  but  as  then,  he  that 
was  born  after  the  flefh,  perfecuted  him  that  was  born 
after  the  Spirit,  even  fo  it  is  now.  Neverthelefs,  what 
faith  the  feripture  ?  Caft  out  the  bond  woman  and  her 
fon  ;  for  the  fon  of  the  bond  woman  fhall  not  be  heir 
with  the  fon  of  the  free  woman.  So  then,  brethren, 
we  are  children  not  of  the  bond  woman,  but  of  the 
free.5*  ** 

Behold  the  two  prime  branches  of  Abram  s  family 

from  their  birth  down  to  this  day,  feparated,  fupport- 

ed,  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  from 

each  other,  a  (landing  proof  of  the  power  and  provi¬ 
dence 

/ 

*  Gal.  iv.  22—31. 
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dence  of  God,  and  a  demonstration  of  the  authen¬ 
ticity  of  that  revelation  which  we  acknowledge  as 
divine,  and  on  which  we  build  all  our  faith  and  hope. 
Behold,  the  couniel  of  the  Lord  fhall  ftand  forever, 
and  the  purpofe  of  his  heart  to  a  thoufand  genera¬ 
tions.”  God  grant  us  wifdom  to  underftand  and  do 
his  will,  to  the  glory  of  his  great  name,  and  our  own 
eternal  falvation.  Amen, 
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HEBREWS  Xll U  2. 


Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  fir  angers ;  for  thereby  fome 
have  entertained  angels  unawares  % 

W HEN  men  are  difappointed  in  their  expectations, 
it  is  natural  for  them  to  become  negligent  about  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  Irritated  or  grieved  at 
one  thing,1  they  grow  carelefs  in  every  thing  ;  and 
becaufe  another  has  failed  in  affection  or  raped .to 
us,  we  fuffer  ourfelves  to  behave  unkindly  and  diire- 
fpe&fully  to  others.  The  effeCt  which  mortification, 
difappointment,  or  injuries,  have  upon  truly  good 
minds,  is,  however,  the  reverfe  of  this ;  the  vexation 
or  diftrefs  they  themfelves  have  endured,  is  the 
ftrongeft  of  incentives  to  prevent,  as  far  as  they  are 
able,  fimilar  occafion  of  affliction  to  their  brethren  of 

mankind.  .  ,  ,  , 

Men  ftand  continually  in  need  of  each  other,  and 

therefore  every  man  is  bound  to  give  his  countenance, 

to  {hew  kindnefs,  and  to  grant  fupport  to  every  man. 

We  cannot  move  a  fingle  ftep  through  the  world, 

without  being  brought  into  connexion  with  Grangers 

and  of  courfe,  without  having  opportunities  afforded 

us  of  doing  or  receiving  fome  inftance  of  holpitality. 

To  be  carelefs  or  unkind  in  this  refpeCt,  then,  is  to 

be  at  once  unwife,  inhuman,  and  unjuft.  Chriitian- 

itv  has  taken  into  its  fervice  every  valuable  and 

worthy  principle  of  our  nature,  and  calls  the  whole 

catalogue  of  human  virtues  its  own.  As  we  are  con- 
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tinually  reminded,  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  of  our 
bein^- pilgrims  and  ftrangers  upon  earth,  fo  we  are 
Itri&iy  and  repeatedly  enjoined  by  the  laws  of  the 
gofpel,  to  be  attentive  and  kind  to  ftrangers.  “  Be 
given  to  hofpitality,”  fays  Paul.  “  Ufe  hofpitality  one 
to  another  without  grudging,”  fays  Peter  ;  and  in  the 
words  I  have  read,  the  apoftle  recommends  the  fame 
duty  of  humanity,  “  be  not  forgetful  to  entertain 
ftrangers,”  which  he  enforces  by  a  motive  which  ev¬ 
ery  heart  muft  feel,  “  for  thereby  fome  have  enter¬ 
tained  angels  unawares.”  It  is  of  this  motive,  and  of 
the  hiftory  to  which  it  refers,  that  we  are  now  to  dif- 

courfe.  -  •”>: 

After  a  delay  of  ten  years,  the  promife  of  a  fon  is 
made  good  to  Abram.  But  as  he  confulted  not  God 
in  the°means  of  obtaining  that  blefling,  fo  God  con- 
fults  not  his  views  and  expectations  in  the  character 
and  deftination  of  the  fon  given  to  him.  For  it  is  one 
thing  to  be  blelfed  and  to  profper  in  the  gifts  of  Prov¬ 
idence,  and  another  to  be  blelfed  in  the  courfe  of 
the  promife,  and  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  cove¬ 
nant.  The  feed  which  the  Molt  High  fware  that  he 
would  raife  up,  was  to  prove  an  univerfal  benefit  to 
mankind  ;  but  the  fon  whom  Hagar  bare  was  to  be 
“  a  wild  man ;  whofe  hand  fhould  be  againft  every 
man,  and  every  man’s  hand  againft  him  :”  Abram 
therefore  is  apparently  as  far  as  ever  from  his  favour¬ 
ite  obje£k ;  and  as  a  farther  trial  of  his  faith,  perhaps 
to  punilh  him  for  deviating  from  the  ftriCt  line  of  his 
duty,  though  with  an  honeft  intention,  thirteen  years 
more  are  permitted  to  elapfe,  and  yet  no  fymptom  of 
the  expeCted  mercy  appears. 

At  that  period,  while  the  improbability,  in  the 
courfe  of  nature,  was  daily  increafing,  Abram  is  again 
vifited  with  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty.  Our  attend¬ 
ance  upon  God  muft  be  conftant  and  afliduous,  and  it 
is  equally  our  intereft  and  our  duty  to  wait  upon  him  ; 
but  if  he  makes  himfelf  known  to  us  at  all,  at  what¬ 
ever  feafon,  in  whatever  manner,  it  is  infinite  grace  and 

condefcenfion. 
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condefcenfion.  Jehovah’s  appointed  time  is  now  at 
length  come  to  enter  on  the  performance  of  his  own 
work  in  his  own  way.  The  very  firft  word  that  pro* 
ceeds  from  his  lips  removes  every  difficulty, though  nat¬ 
ural  obftades  might  feem  increafed  :  “  I  am  the  Al¬ 
mighty  God/5*  or  God all-fufficient ;  fear  therefore  no 
failure  of  the  covenant  on  my  part,  for  what  truth  hath 
fpoken,  that  fhall  omnipotence  bring  to  pafs :  and  fee 
that  there  be  no  unfaithfulnefs  on  thine,  “  walk  before 
me,  and  be  thou  perfect.”  The  former  declarations 
concerning  a  numerous  offspring  are  renewed,  and 
an  alteration  is  made  in  the  patriarch’s  name,  import¬ 
ing  his  relation  to  a  multitude  of  princes  and  nations 
who  fhould  fpring  from  him.  To  the  eye  of  na¬ 
ture  the  title  is  premature  ;  but  faith  confiders  that  as 
done  which  is  promifed.  Obferve  Abraham’s  pofture 
while  God  talks  with  him  ;  65  he  fell  on  his  face.”t 
The  prefence  of  the  Almighty  is  the  loudeft  call  to 
•humility,  and  the  .more  any  one  knows  of  God,  the 
more  he  muff  fear  before  him.  Behold  Abraham 
fallen  to  the  ground,  and  angels  covering  their  faces 
with  their  wings,  and  tremble  thou,  O  man,  before 
him ! 

But  the  trial  of  Abraham’s  faith  and  obedience  is  not 
yet  over.  God  has  appeared,  not  to  fulfil  the  prom- 
ifes  under  the  firft  covenant,  but  to  enter  into  a  lec- 
ond  :  and,  inftead  of  receiving  the  long  expe&ed  fon, 
he  is  commanded  to  perform  an  unpleaiant  and  painful 
operation  upon  his  own  body,  and  upon  all  the  males 
of  his  family.  To  qualify,  however,  the  bitternefs  of 
this  prefcription,  the  promife  becomes  more  exprefs, 
and  brings  the  darling  object  defer  to  the  eye  ;  it  is 
now  declared  that  Sarai,  whofe  name  too  was  chang¬ 
ed,  as  a  witnefs  and  token  of  the  event,  fhould  bear  a 
fon,  and  that  next  year  fhould  at  length  crown  all  his 
•wifhes,  and  evince  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God. 
Abraham  acquiefces  with  gratitude  and  joy.  He  had 
Relieved  and  trufted  God,  when  the  event  was  more 

obfeure 
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nVifrure  and  remote,  and  now  that  it  is  more  diftindly 
feen  and  brought  to  the  very  eve  of  accomphlh- 
ment  his  heart  exults  with  purer  and  more  fenfible 
delight.  This  the  fcripture  expreffes,  by  faying,  he 
fell  on  his  face  and  laughed;  a  circumftance  winch 
Providence  inftantly  lays  hold  of,  and  perpetuates  to 
every  future  generation  the  memory  of  Abraham  s 
faith  on  this  occafion — the  fon  that  fhould  be  born, 
fhall  by  his  name,  Ifaac,  he  Jhall  laugh,  exprefs  that 
emotion,  which  his  pious,  beUevmg  father  felt,  w  en 
the  will  of  God  was  revealed  to  him.  _  Abraham 
laughed  in  faith,  and  is  rewarded  every  time  he  oc- 
holds  his  fon,  or  hears  his  name  pronounced,  by  the 
approbation  of  God  and  his  own  confcience :  Sarah 
afterwards  laughed  in  incredulity,  and  was  as  often 

reproved  for  her  unbelief.  ...  ,  r 

We  hear  not  Abraham  inquiring  into  the  reaions 

or  meaning  of  God’s  covenant  of  circumcifton ;  and 
we  will  imitate  his  pious  referve  and  lubmiffion.  it 
was  fufficient  to  him,  and  be  it  fo  to  us,  that  thus  God 
would  have  it  to  be.  That  the  great  Jehovah  fhould 
have  diftinguifhed  the  defeendants  of  that  famny  irom 
all  the  families  of  the  earth,  by  this  token,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  the  prefent  hour  thus  to.  diftinguilh  them, 
after  almoft  every  other  badge  of  difference  is  obliter¬ 
ated  and  loft  }  that  the  pofterity  of  Abraham  lhould 
perfevere  in  this  practice,  through  a  period  fo  extend¬ 
ed,  and  that  no  other  nation  fhould  ever  have  adopted 
it  as  an  eftablifhed  rite  of  their  religion,  is  one  of  thole 
apparently  unimportant  circumftances  which  are  ready 
to  efcape  the  hafty  eye,  but  wnich,  in  connexion 
with  ether  proofs,  eftablifhed  the  truth  and  certainty 
of  the  fcripture  revelation,  and  the  conftant  inteipo- 
fition  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  affairs  of  men,  be¬ 
yond  the  power  of  contradiction.  Behold  then  the 
rite  of  circumcifton  is  performed  ;  and  Abraham  fits 
down  in  the  patient  expeftation  of  the  appointed  hour 

of  merciful  vifitation,  __ 

One 
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One  day,  while  he  was  enjoying  the  coolnefs  of 
the  (hade  at  his  tent  door,  in  the  heat  of  the  day, 
three  men,  under  the  appearance  of  travellers,  pre. 
fented  themfclves  to  his  view.  Tlhele  were  three 
angels,  fay  fome  of  the  Jewifh  Rabbins,  and  with, 
out  hefitation,  they  furnifh  us  with  their  names  too, 
Michael ,  Gabriel^  and  Raphael.  A  few  of  the  chrif- 
tian  fathers,  on  the  other  hand,  contend  that  here 
was  a  vifible  representation  of  the  molt  holy  Trin¬ 
ity,  exhibited  to  Abraham  as  three,  addreffed  and 
acknowledged  by  him  as  one.  That  fomething  more 
than  created  excellence  was  there,  cannot  be  doubted, 
after  a  careful  perulal  of  what  JVloles  has  related  upon 
this  occafion.  But  whether  the  myftery  of  the  Trin¬ 
ity  was  thus,  and  then,  revealed  to  the  church  in  the 
covenant  head  of  it,  we  prefume  not  to  affirm.  It  is 
apparent  that  the  patriarch  did  not,  during  the  form¬ 
er  part  of  the  interview,  comprehend  the  nature  and 
quality  of  his  guefts,  as  he  neither  performs  the 
worfhip  due  to  the  moll  holy  God,  nor  prefer ves 
that  awful  diftance,  which  even  the  prefence  of  an 
angel  muft  infpire  ;  and  the  apoftle,  alluding  to  him 
in  the  text,  fays,  he  “  entertained  angels  unawares  f 
that  is,  not  knowing  he  did  fo. 

The  fcene  that  follows  is  a  beautiful  pi&ure  of 
ancient  manners,  and  wonderfully  coincides  with  the 
cuftoms  of  the  other  nations  of  remote  antiquity,  as 
tranfmitted  to  us  by  their  hiftorians  and  poets,  par¬ 
ticularly  Homer,  that  careful  obferver  and  mafterly 
painter  of  nature  and  human  life. 

'  Abraham  immediately  ftart.s  from  his  feat  with  all 
the  agility  of  youth,  at  the  fight  of  the  ftrangers  ;  and 
with  all  that  glow  of  affection  which  is  natural  to  a 
good  man,  who  had  himfelf  known  the  heart  of  a 
ftranger,  he  tenders  them  every  accommodation  and 
refrefhment  which  his  Ample  habitation  could  afford. 
Sweetnefs  of  temper,  eafinefs  of  behaviour,  and  kind- 
nefs  of  difpofition,  are  peculiarly  engaging  in  old 
people,  becaufe  thefe  qualities  do  not  fo  frequently 

adorn 
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adorn  life’s  decline.  The  invitation  hofpitably  given, 

1S  TrufkindrSf  which  is  true  politenefs,  attends  to 
the  little  wifhes  and  wants  of  thole  whom  we  entertain. 
Water  to  wafh  the  feet  of  the  weary  traveller  is  a  re- 
Wto-t.  though  not  fo  neceffitr,  ,s  a 
bread  to  comfort  his  heart,  yet,  in 
efpecially,  not  lefs  grateful.  We  remember  hg  i 
'attentions  after  we  have  forgotten  great  bench .  s. 
The  proud  man  makes  a  feafl  to  grata)  1 ,  /  * 
the  hofpitable  man,  to  rivet  the  bonds  ot  fnena  up, 
or  cherifh  the  foul  of  the  ftranger.  What  a  de¬ 
lightful  fimplicity  runs  through  the  wnoie  Itory. 
The  fare,  “  cakes  of  fine  meal,  baked  upon  the 
hearth’ J  by  the  hands  of  Sarah  herielf ;  a  “  calf  from 
the  herd,”  of  Abraham’s  own  choofing ;  butter  and 
milk,  the  produce  of  their  own  pafiure  ;  their  canopy, 
the  fpreading  branches  of  an  old  tree  ;  their  attendants, 
the  man  who  had  in  former  days  put  kings  and  their 
armies  to  flight;  the  fubjeT  of  their  convention, 
Abraham’s  family  affairs.  Contrail  with  tins  .ie 
madnefs  of  a  modern  fafhionable  entertainment ;  the 
profufion  of  far-fetched  luxury,  the  emulation  of 
wealth  and  pride,  the  ingenuity  employed  in  contriv¬ 
ing  and  adminiftering  incentives  to  exce.s,  tne  g^bei  - 
ifh  of  compliment,  the  reftraints  of  ceremony,  the 
tinfel  of  falfe  wit,  the  noife  of  mirth  without  joy,  to 
the  expulfion  of  truth  and  nature  ;  a  coflly  and  pain¬ 
ful  collection,  where  nothing  is  wanting,  but  the  veiy 
things  which  conftitute  a  feaft,  plenty  of  whomfome 
fare,  unaffefted  friendlhip,  moderation,  good  humout , 

and  good  fenfe.  ...  f 

When  we  are  doing  our  duty,  we  are  in  the  way  or 

procuring  for  ourfelves  gratification  ;  and  if  there  be 
a  virtue  which  is  its  own  reward,  hofpitality  is  that 
virtue.  Abraham  now  enjoys  it  to  the  full.  But  lit¬ 
tle  does  he  think  what  a  repafl  his  divine  gueft  is  pro¬ 
viding  for  him  in  return.  Sarah,  accoiding  to  me 

manners  of  the  times,  had  remained  mvmble^  con¬ 
fining 
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fining  herfelf  to  her  own  feparate  tent.  The  an- 
g\.i  now  inquires  concerning  her,  on  purpofe  to  in¬ 
troduce  a  convention  rel'pefitine;  the  obied  of  this 
vifit  }  and  affuming  his  propercharafter  of  Jeho- 
^^h,  fubjoms  a  diie<ft  promife,  that  within  the  courfc 
of  a  year  from  that  day,  Abraham  fiiould  have  a  fon 
by  her.  Sarah,  whom  curiofity  had  drawn  towards 
the  door  of  the  tent  to  liften,  overhears  this  conver¬ 
fation,  and  not  knowing  the  promife  or  the  power  of 
God,  treats  it  as  a  thing  impoffible,  and  laughs,  not  in 
joy  but  in  derifion.  She  is  obferved,  detefted,  and 
reproved  of  Him  who  is  at  once  faithful,  good,  and 
merciful  $  holy,  juft,  and  fevere.  But  why  is  Abra- 
hany  called  to  anfwer  for  the  infirmity  of 'his  wife? 
Was  it  to  render  the  reproof  more  pointed  to  Sarah  ? 
As,  indeed,  what  can  be  fo  galling  to  an  ingenuous 
mind,  as  to  hear  an  innocent  perfon  called  in  queftion 
for  our  fault  ?  The  criminal  now  ftands  difcovered,  Ihe 
is  dragged  from  her  lurking  place,  and  ftands  abafhed 
and  confounded,  to  make  her  defence.  Ah  how  dan¬ 
gerous  it  is,  to  have  deviated  once  from  the  path  of 
rectitude !  How  one  falfe  ftep  leads  to  another,  and 
another,  and  another,  til}  conviction  and  fhame  ciofe 
the  fcene.  The  firft  wrong  ftep  here  was  the  indulg¬ 
ence  of  an  idle  curiofity,  a  dangerous  if  not  a  finful 
principle.  People  who  liften  generally  hope  or  fear 
to  hear  fomething  about  themfelves,  and  it  feldom 
happens  that  they  are  entirely  gratified  with  what 
they  hear.  The  next  error  was  her  fecret  difbelief 
of  a  promife  fo  frequently  and  fo  folemnly  repeated: 
this  is  followed  by  the  weaknefs  of  thinking  to  efcape 
the  notice  of  one  who  beheld  her  though  unleen,  and 
could  read  her  heart,  though  her  perfon  was  not  in 
view ;  and  finally,  deliberate  falfehood  attempts  to 
conceal  her  preceding  faults. 

God  neither  overlooks  nor  forgets  the  errors  of 
thofe,  towards  whom  he  has  thoughts  of  love ;  and 
happily  the  purpofes  of  his  grace  are  not  to  be  defeat¬ 
ed  by  the  frowardnefs  and  folly  of  men,  Sarah,  in 

fpite 
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fpjte  of  her  incredulity,  (hall  become  the  joyful  moth¬ 
er  of  a  fon,  and  that  fon  (hall  be  the  fource  of  bleif- 
ino*s  innumerable,  unfpeakable  to  mankind.  God  in 
his  holinefs  hath  fworn  it,  and  “  is  any  thing  too  hard 
for  the  Lord  ?”  The  bufinefs  of  this  important  vifit 
being  fettled,  the  ftrangers  rile  to  depart,  and  look  as 
if  they  would  go  towards  Sodom  \  and  Abraham,  not 
fatisfied  with  having  performed  one  in  fianc  e  of  hofpi- 
tality,  follows  it  up  to  the  lall  with  kindnels  and  atten¬ 
tion,  “  he  went  with  them  to  bring  them  on  the  way.” 
Two  of  the  three,  it  would  feem,  now  disappeared, 
and  Abraham  is  left  alone  with  tUfe  third,  and  from 
the  converfation  that  enfues,  we  have  no  room  left  to 
doubt  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  come  down  to  ex¬ 
ecute  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  the  finful  cities 
of  the  plain.  °“  And  the  Lord  laid,  Shall  I  hide  from 
Abraham  that  thing  which  I  do  ;  feeing  that  Abra¬ 
ham  (hall  furely  become  a  great  and  mighty  nation, 
and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  (hall  be  blelfed  in  him  ? 
For  I  know  him,  that  he  will  command  his  children, 
and  his  houfehold  after  him,  and  they  (hall  keep  the 
way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  jultice  and  judgment  ;  that 
the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  whicn  he 
hath  fpoken  of  him.  And  the  Lord  faid,  Became 
the  cry  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  is  great,  and  becaufe 
their  fin  is  very  grievous,  I  will  go  down ,  now,  and 
fee  whether  they  have  done  altogether  according  to 
the  cry  of  it,  which  is  come  unto  me  ;  and  if  not, 
I  will  know.  And  the  men  turned  their  faces  from 
thence,  and  toward  Sodom  :  but  Abraham  (food  yet 
before  the  Lord.”  *  The  fame  perfon  defcends  to 
blefs  Abraham,  and  to  deftroy  Sodom  :  thus  the  (ame 
gofpel  is  “  a  favour  of  life  unto  life,  and  of  death 
unto  death,  in  them  that  believe,  and  in  them  that 
perilh  and  thus  (hall  the  fame  divine  perfon  be  re¬ 
vealed  in  the  end  of  the  world,  in  u  flaming  fire, 

taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not  God,  and 
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obey  not  the  gofpel,”  and  “  to  be  glorified  in  his 
faints,  and  admired  in  all  them  that  believe/  # 

Abraham  having  obtained  mercy  himfelf,  becomes 
an  interceffor  tor  his  fmfui  neighbours.  The  judg¬ 
ments  of  God  are  very  awful  to  a  ferious  mind  ;  fools 
only  make  a  mock  at  fm,  and  its  fearful  confequences. 
But  the  whole  fcene  is  too  interefting  and  inftru&ive 
to  be  brought  forward  in  the  clofe  of  a  Lecture,  es¬ 
pecially  as  it  is  neceffary,  before  difiniffing  you,  to 
make  feme  refle&ions  of  a  pradicai  tendency  from 
what  has  been  fpoken. 

• — You  fee,  my  friends*  of  what  moment  the  falva- 
tion  of  a  loft  world  is  in  the  fight  of  God.  At  how 
many  times,  in  how  many  different  manners,  did 
God  fpeak  of  this  fubjeft  unto  the  fathers  ?  How  ma¬ 
ny  emhaflies  of  angels ;  how  many  appearances  of 
the  mighty  Angel  of  the  covenant  himfelf?  As  if  the 
great  God  had  been  carrying  on  no  defign  from  the 
beginning,  but  one,  a  defign  of  love  to  guilty  fallen 
men :  that  one,  which  of  all  others  guilty  fallen  men 
treat  with  the  greateft  flight  and  contempt.  What  I 
fhall  that  purpofe  and  plan  which  occupied  the  eter¬ 
nal  mind  from  everlafting ;  to  mature  and  execute 
which  the  world  was  created  ;  which  has  been  declar¬ 
ed  to  man  by  fo  many  figns  in  heaven  above,  and  on 
earth  beneath,  by  the  tongues  of  fo  many  prophets,  by 
fo  many  oracles ;  to  announce  v/hich  angels  and  arch¬ 
angels  have  defcended  from  their  thrones  ;  and  to  ac- 
complifh  which,  God  was  made  manifeft  in  the  flefh, 
tabernacled  among  men,  and  proclaimed  the  great  fal- 
vation— fhall  it  be  announced,  unfolded,  executed  in 
vain  ?  And  will  thoughtlefs  inconfiderate  creatures, 
continue  to  treat  it  as  a  thing  of  nought  ?  O  when 
fhall  we  cordially  enter  into  the  views  of  God  our 
Maker  and  Redeemer,  and  earneflly  purfue  the  fame 
object  with  him,  the  falvation  of  ourfelves  and  others  ! 

God  is  not  fenfibly  prefent  with  us  as  he  was  with 
Abraham,  but  he  is  as  really  fo,  as  if  the  eye  beheld 

him. 
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him-  and  as  if  we  converfed  with  him  face  to  face. 
O  man,  God  is  in  thy  heart  and  confcience  ;  God  is 
in  this  place  ;  in  this  book  :  and  he  is  the  fame  yef- 
terday,  to-day,  and  forever,#  The  tifions  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  to  Abraham  are  vifits  of  mercy  to  you.  How 
eafily  could  he  draw  afide  the  veil  which  conceals 
him  from  your  eyes,  and  where  we  fee  nothing  but 
empty  fpace,  difcover  to  us  a  marfhalled  holt  of 
44  chariots  and  horfemen  of  fire.”  But  he  is  to  be 
now  difcerned  only  by  the  eye  of  faith,  and  we  mult 
be  fatisfied  to  64  fee  in  a  glafs  darkly.”  The  awful 
period  approaches  when  the  veil  fha-11  drop,  and  we 
ourfelves,  difembodied  fpirits,  {hall  fee  and  feel,  and 
converfe  with  the  Father  of  fpirits.  Let,  44  thou  God 
feeflme,”  O  man!  be  the  leading,  commanding  idea 
of  thy  life,  in  the  city  and  in  the  field,  in  fociety  and 
in  folitude,  by  night  and  by  day,  and  when  you  come 
to  die,  you  will  find  you  have  not  far  to  go  ;  to  be 
44  abfent  from  the  body”  is  to  be  44  prefent  with  the 
Lord.”  Is  it  fo  pleafant  and  improving  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  detached  fragments  of  the  plan  of  providence 
and  redemption,  which  is  all  we  can  attain  in  this 
flate  ?  What  will  it  be  in  yonder  world  of  blifc,  to  be 
endowed  with  a  capacity  of  comprehending  the  whole 
vaft  defign,  and  to  have  the  harmony,  connexion,  and 
dependence  of  the  feveral  parts  revealed  to  us  by  Him 
who  is  both  the  author  and  finifher  of  it.  Eagerly 
hungering  after  the  fruit  of  this  tree  of  life,  44  which 
grows  in  the  midft  of  the  paradife  of  God,”  this  tree 
of  knowledge  of  good  but  not  of  evil,  let  us  be  hum¬ 
bly  and  modeftly,  but  carefully  and  conflantly  fearch- 
ing  the  fcriptures,  in  which  alone  the  way  of  eter¬ 
nal  life  is  declared,  and  that  life  is  in  the  Son  of  God. 
And  may  God  give  us  underftanding  in  all  things 5. 
and  to  his  name  be  praife.  Amen. 
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And  the  fcripiure  was  fulfilled  which  faith ,  Abraham  be-* 
lieved  God,  and  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  right  eoufi 
nefs  :  and  he  was  called  the  friend  of  God • 

C3f  all  the  temporal  bleflmgs  which  God  in  his  ex¬ 
uberant  goodnefs  hath  bellowed  upon  mankind,  one 
of  the  greateft,  if  not  the  chief,  is  a  fincere  and  vir* 
tuous  friend.  Into  the  compofition  of  this  chara&er 
enter  all  the  ahxiable  and  excellent  qualities  which 
our  nature  poffeffes  ;  and  in  a  commerce  of  virtuous 
friendfhip,  we  find  the  exertion  of  the  nobleft  princi¬ 
ples,  and  a  difplay  of  the  worthiefl  actions*  The  per- 
fon  who  is  approved  and  efteemed  of  wife  and  good 
men,  muft  himfelf  be  wife  and  good.  To  what  a 
pitch  of  dignity  then  is  the  patriarch  Abraham  raifed  ? 
Venerable  in  poffeffing  the  efteem  of  men ;  infinitely 
more  venerable,  as  diftinguifhed  by  the  approbation 
and  friendfhip  of  God.  Volumes  written  in  his 
praife,  and  containing  a  particular  enumeration  of  his 
virtues,  could  not  fay  more  than  the  few  words  of  the 
apoftle  which  have  now  been  read.  All  that  is  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  explain  them,  is  to  have  recourfe  ta 
his  hiftory,  to  mark  his  character,  to  obferve  his  con¬ 
duct  ;  and  on  the  other  hand  to  trace  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  the  Divine  Providence  towards  him,  and  to 
attend  to  the  manner  in  which  it  pleafed  God  to 
treat  him,  in  order  to  learn  how  this  facred  friendfliip 

was  conftituted,  and  in  what  it  confided.  And,  on 
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the  part  of  Abraham*  we  lhall  find  cheerful  and 
prompt  obedience,  unbounded  truft  and  confidence, 
profound  reverence  and  fervent  love ;  on  the  part  of 
God,  the  molt  winning  condefcenfion,  the  tendered: 
affe&ion,  the  moft  unfhaken  conftancy.  One  effen- 
tial  quality  of  true  friendfhip  entered  particularly  in¬ 
to  this*  namely,  communication  of  purpofe  and  defign. 
Abraham  indeed  could  have  no  view  or  intention  but 
what  lay  open  to  the  eye  of  God,  as  foon  as  formed 
within  his  own  bread ;  but  the  defigns  of  the  Moft 
High  could  be  known  to  him  only  as  they  were  re¬ 
vealed* 

We  are  prefented  with  a  very  remarkable  inftance 
of  fuch  gracious  communication,  in  the  clofe  of  that 
interview,  the  commencement  of  which  has  already 
paffed  under  review.  God  having  confirmed  the 
faith  of  Abraham,  and  reproved  the  infidelity  of  Sa¬ 
rah  refpefting  the  promifed  feed,  unfolds  a  farther  de- 
fign  he  had  in  this  folemn  vifit  to  our  world.  He  has 
come  to  execute  judgment  as  well  as  to  fhew  mercy  ; 
for  “  our  God  is  a  confuming  fire.”  But  the  hands 
of  Omnipotence  are  as  it  were  bound  up,  till  Abra¬ 
ham  the  friend  of  God  is  made  acquainted  with  what 
is  meditating.  cc  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that 
thing  which  I  do?”  As  afterwards  he  faid  to  Lot, 
when  he  wifhed  to  haften  his  flight  from  the  midfl  of 
deftruction,  “  Efcape  thither,  for  I  cannot  do  any 
thing  until  thou  be  come  thither.” 

The  character  given  of  Abraham  well  deferves  the 
attention  of  every  father,  of  every  matter.  “  For  I 
know  him,  that  he  will  command  his  children,  and  his 
houfehold  after  him,  and  they  lhall  keep  the  way  of 
the  Lord,  to  do  juftice  and  judgment ;  that  the  Lord 
may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  which  he  hath  fpoken 
of  him.”*  The  fecret  divulged  under  this  facred 
feal,  is  God’s  determination  fpeedily  and  fignally  to 
deftroy  Sodom,  and  the  neighbouring  cities,  whofe 
profligacy  was  arrived  to  fuch  a  height,  as  fuffered  not 

N  juftice 
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juftice  to  reft.  Whatever  thoughtlefs  men  may  think 
of  fin,  it  can  be  no  light  thing  which  reaches  the  eter- 
nal  throne,  calls  forth  the  terrors  of  Almighty  Pow¬ 
er,  and  brings  down  the  Moft  High  from  heaven  to 
earth.  Abraham,  juftly  alarmed  at  this  intimation, 
with  the  fympathy  and  tendernefs  natural  to  a  good 
mind,  takes  upon  him  to  intercede  in  behalf  of  his  un¬ 
happy  neighbours,  now  placed  on  the  very  brink  of 
ruin.  A  truly  gracious  fpirit  is  never  harfh  and  un¬ 
merciful.  The  viieft  criminal,  when  delivered  up  to 
the  punifhment  he  juftly  merits,  excites  eompaflion  in 
the  feeling  and  humane.  The  perfons  who  them- 
felves  moll  need  forgivenefs,  are  generally  the  moft 
unrelenting,  and  make  lighted  of  the  judgments  of 
God  upon  others. 

Lot,  allured  by  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  plain 
of  Sodom,  had  chofen  to  fix  his  refidence  there,  when 
he  parted  from  his  uncle,  and  is  now  ready  to  pay 
dearly  for  the  imprudence  of  that  choice.  \VLen  we 
view  an  object  but  in  one  light,  that  which  ftrikes  us 
firft,  and  flatters  us  moft,  and  when  we  make  choice 
of  it  for  a-  few  more  obvious  and  attractive  qualities, 
we  are  laying  up  for  ourfelves  iorrow  and  remorfe  in 
the  day  when  experience  has  opened  our  eyes  to  the 
difcovery  of  circumftancesy  unheeded  or  overlooked, 
before.-  In  Abraham's  place  an  ordinary  mind  would 
have  enjoyed,  at  leaft,  a*  temporary  triumph,  when 
Sodom  was  threatened  the  triumph  of  fagacity  and 
eafe,  over  rafhnefs,  imprudence,  and  danger.  But 
far  differeilf  concerns  occupy  Abraham's  breaft ;  con¬ 
cern  about  the  interefts  of  God’s  glory,  and  about 
precious  fouls  ready  to  periftu  The  whole  intercenory 
fcene  is  affecting  in  a  very  high  degree,  and  needs  no 
commentary  to  illuftrate  its  force  and  beauty.  1  lhail 
limply  read  it.  tc  And  Abraham  drew  near  and  fai  , 
Wilt  thou  alfo  deftroy  the  righteous  with  the  wicked  . 
Peradventure  there  be  fifty  righteous  within  the  city ; 
wilt  thou  alfo  deftroy,  and  not  fpare  the  place  for  the 
fifty  righteous  that  are  therein?  That  be  far  from. 
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thee  to  do  after  this  manner,  to  flay  the  righteous 
with  the  wicked,  and  that  the  righteous  fliould  be  as 
the  wicked  :  that  be  far  front  thee  :  fhall  not  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  And  the  Lord  faid.  If 
I  find  in  Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city,  then 
I  will  fpare  all  the  place  for  their  fakes.  And  Abra¬ 
ham  anfwered  and  faid,  Behold  now  I  have  taken  up¬ 
on  me  to  fpeak  unto  the  Lord,  which  am  but  duft  and 
aflies.  Peradventure  there  lhall  lack  five  of  the  fifty 
righteous ;  wilt  thou  deftroy  all  the  city  for  lack  of 
five  ?  And  he  faid,  If  I  find  there  forty  and  five,  I  will 
not  deftroy  it.  And  he  fpake  unto  him  yet  again,  and 
faid,  Peradventure  there  fhall  be  forty  found  there  : 
and  he  faid,  I  will  not  do  it  for  forty’s  fake.  And  he 
faid  unto  him.  Oh,  let  not  the  Lord  be  angry,  and  I 
-Will  fpeak :  Peradventure  there  fhall  be  thirty  found 
there.  And  he  faid,  I  will  not  do  it,  if  I  find  thirty 
there.  And  he  faid,  Behold,  now,  I  have  taken  up¬ 
on  me  to  fpeak  unto  the  Lord  :  Peradventure  there 
fhall  be  twenty  found  there*  And  he  faid,  I  will  not 
deftroy  it  for  twenty’s  fake.  And  he  faid,  Oh  let  not 
the  Lord  be  angry,  and  I  will  fpeak  yet  but  this  once  : 
Peradventure  ten  fhall  be  found  there.  And  he  faid* 
I  will  not  deftroy  it  for  ten  s  fake. 

It  was  thus  that  God,  and  Abraham  the  friend  of 
God,  lived  and  converfed  together  ;  it  was  thus  this 
facred  friendfhip  was  mutually  expreffed.  The  fear¬ 
ful  cataftrophe  that  prefently  enfued,  falls  not  within 
the  defign  of  the  prefent  Leffure,  which  is  to  trace 
the  hiftory  and  charafter  of  the  patriarch  Abraham. 
The  next  time  he  is  brought  into  our  view,  we  be¬ 
hold  him  at  an  awful  diftance  contemplating  that  de* 
ftruction  which  he  could  not  by  entreaty  and  intercef- 
fion  avert.  Dreadful  change  !  That  beautiful  plain 
which  had  allured  the  eyes  of  Lot,  in  one  eventful  day 
converted  into  a  vaft  fmoaking  furnace.  Cities  and 
their  inhabitants  fwallowed  up  in  a  deluge  of  fire. 
“The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  people  tremble.” 

N  2  Abraham 
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Abraham  had  lived  Axteen  years  in  the  plain  of 
Mamre  ;  but  now,  whether  by  the  particular  direc¬ 
tion  of  Heaven,  or  prompted  by  a  natural  defire  to 
withdraw  from  a  neighbourhood  rendered  unwhole- 
fome  and  unpleafant  by  the  change  which  had  paffed 
upon  it,  and  which  inceffantly  prefented  fuch  a  tre¬ 
mendous  monument  of  divine  wrath  to  his  eyes,  he 
removes  to  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  Canaan,  between 
Kadefh  and  Shur,  near  the  wildernefs,  and  fojourned 
in  the  kingdom  of  Gerar,  the  country  of  the  Philif- 
tines,  and  which  afterwards  was  by  lot  afligned  to  the 
tribe  of  Judah.  And  here  again,.  Abraham,  through 
fear  and  fufpicion,  is  induced  to  employ  the  fame  de¬ 
ceit  which  he  had  pradifed  in  Egypt,  refpeding  his 
relation  to  Sarah,  and  thereby  runs  into  the  very  dan¬ 
ger  which  he  meant  to  avoid.  His  condud  on  this  ac¬ 
count  is  undoubtedly  very  reprehenfible.  He  was  to 
blame  for  judging  fo  difhonourably  of  mankind,  as  to 
think  ill  of  a  people  whom  he  knew  not — “  Surely 
the  fear  of  God  is  not  in  this  place :  and  they  will 
flay  me  for  my  wife’s  fake.”*  Surely  the  fear  of  God 
was  not  before  his  own  eyes,  when  he  had  recourfe 
to  a  fubterfuge  fo  mean,  to  preferve  the  honour  of 
his  wife,  and  his  own  life.  He  was  to  blame  for  em¬ 
ploying  artifice  a  fecond  time,  after  God  had  extri¬ 
cated  him  fo  mercifully  from  his  firft  error.  Had 
not  God  faid,  “  I  am  thy  fhield  ?”  and  yet  he  fears 
where  no  fear  was.  Had  not  God  faid,  “  walk  be¬ 
fore  me,  and  be  thou  perfed  ?”  and  yet  he  yields  to 
a  flight  temptation.  The  very  apology  which  he 
makes  for  his  conduit,  when  the  truth  was  brought  to 
light,  difcovers  a  mind  not  perfectly  fatisAed  with  it- 
felf.  “  And  yet  indeed  fhe  is  my  After :  fhe  is  the 
daughter  of  my  father,  but  not  the  daughter  of  my 
mother  ;  and  fhe  became  my  wife.”  f  O,  how  lovely, 
how  majeftic  is  Ample  truth  !  It  feeks  no  retirement, 
{lands  in  need  of  no  defence,  is  ever  confiftent  with 
itfelf,  ever  infpires  with  courage  him  who  pradifes 
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ft.  Falfehood  ftrips  the  mind  of  its  confcious  dig¬ 
nity,  keeps  a  man  perpetually  in  fear,  puts  invention 
continually  on  the  rack  to  prevent  the  means  of  de¬ 
tection.  But  the  weaknefs  of  man  (hall  not  make  the 
purpofe  of  God  of  none  effeft.  Sarah,  now  pregnant 
of  the  promifed  feed,  is  miraculoufly  protected  of 
Heaven,  and  the  truth  of  God  in  Abimelech’s  dream 
expofes  Abraham’s  waking  deception.  “  Surely,  O 
Lord,  the  wrath  of  man  fhall  praife  thee.” 

Abimelech,  by  the  various  uncommon  circumftances 
which  had  affeCted  his  family  and  kingdom,  from 
the  time  that  Abraham  had  come  into  it,  being  fully 
perluaded  that  he  was  a  favourite  of  Heaven,  endeav¬ 
ours  by  prefents  and  courtefy  to  attach  him  clofely 
to  himfelf,  and  prevails  with  him  to  accept  a  habitation 
in  his  country.  There,  it  was  fo  determined  of  Prov¬ 
idence,  Sarah  was  delivered  of  the  long  expe&ed  fon 
of  promife.  Time  creeps  or  flies  to  us,  according  to 
our  hopes  or  our  fears,  our  forrows  or  our  joys  ;  but 
with  God,  there  is  no  quicknefs  or  flownefs  of  pro- 
greflion,  no  diftance  of  place  or  time.  Our  eagernefs 
and  impatience  cannot  accelerate,  our  relu&ance  or 
averflon  cannot  retard  his  purpofe  a  Angle  inftant  of 
time.  The  joy  of  fuch  an  event  is  rather  to  be  im¬ 
agined  than  delcribed.  The  birth  of  a  child  is  always 
matter  of  unutterable  fatisfaftion  to  the  mother  at 
leaft ;  what  then  muft  have  been  the  foiid,  the  heart¬ 
felt  joy  of  Abraham  and  Sarah,  on  the  birth  of  a  fon, 
the  heir  of  great  pofleflions,  the  father  and  founder  of 
a  mighty  nation,  the  progenitor,  according  to  the  flefh, 
of  the  Saviour  of  the  world  ;  given  by  promife,  and 
raifed  up  by  a  miracle ! 

Sarah  herfelf,  it  would  appear,  performed  the  ma* 
terial  office  of  fuckling  this  precious  child;  neither 
her  high  rank,  nor  abundant  affluence,  nor  advanced 
period  of  life,  are  pleaded  to  exempt  her  from  this 
talk  of  nature.  According  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
times,  Abraham  made  a  great  entertainment  on  the 
day  that  Ifaac  was  weaned,  when  probably  he  was 
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folemnly  recognized  as  Abraham’s  heir,  and  by  fome 
public  aft  inverted  with  his  rights  as  fuch.  ibis 
would  naturally  excite  the  envy  and  difpleafure  of 
Hhihael,  and  produced  that  infolent  or  contemptuous 
behaviour,  which  our  tranflation  renders  by  the  word 
«e  mocking,”  and  by  which  Sarah  was  fo  much  in- 
cenfed,  that  fhe  infifted  on  the  immediate  banifliment 
of  Hagar  and  her  fon.  No  created  joy  is  either  pure 
and  unmixed,  or  of  long  continuance.  Sarah’s  com¬ 
fort  is  marred  by  the  brutality  and  iniolence  of  Ilhmael 
to  her  fon,  and  not  improbably  by  the  fear  file  enter¬ 
tained  of  one  fo  much  advanced  in  age,  ftature,  and 
ftrength,  above  Ifaac,  and  of  luch  a  wild  untoward 
difporttion.  Abraham’s  peace  i?  deftroyed,  and  his  life 
embittered  by  the  neceffity  he  is  under  of  driving  from 
his  houfe  his  own  child  and  the  unhappy  mother. 
Whether  the  good  man  were  criminal  or  not,  in  the 
aflumption  of  Hagar  as  his  concubine,  lure  I  am,  firft 
and  laft,  he  fmarts  feyerely  for  it.  'And  Ifaac,  the 
covenant  head  and  reprefentatiye  of  the  church,  be¬ 
gins  at  an  early  period  of  life  indeed,  to  fufier  per¬ 
secution  from  the  jealoufy  and  malignity  of  the  ier- 
pent’s  iffue.  Thus,  in  every  ftate  and  condition  of 
human  life,  God  fets  one  thing  againft  another,  that 
we  may  ftill  and  ever  be  brought  to  the  recolleftion, 
that  “  this  is  not  our  reft.”  >Ve  are  more  l'urprifed 
at  the  flender  provifion  with  which  Hagar  and  Ilhmael 
are  difmiffed, :  than  at  the  diimiffion  itfelf.  That  the 
patriarch,  for  the  fake  of  peace  at  home,  fhould  con- 
fent  to  part  with  the  bond  woman  and  her  fon,  is  very 
conceivable  ;  but  that  they  Ihould  be  turned  adrift 
Into  the  wide  world,  without  protection,  without  at¬ 
tendant,  without  provifion,  except  fo  much  bread  and 
water  as  the  wretched  mother  could  carry  upon  her 
own  Ihoulders ;  thefe  are  circumftances,  which,  ox\ 
the  ufual  principles  of  human  conduct,  appear  alto¬ 
gether  ftrange  and  unaccountable.  But  in  God,  the 
fatherlefs  and  the  friendlefs  ever  find  mercy.  Loft  in 

the  wildernefs,  outcaft  from  fociety,  difowned  and 
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rpjpfl-ed  ready  to  perilh  with  hunger  and  thirft,  they 
meet  with  attention  from  Him  who  feeds  the  ra¬ 
vens,  and  without  whom  a  fparrow  falleth  not  to  the 

^We  may  well  fuppofe  that  Ifhmael’s  expulfion  from 
his  father’s  houfe  and  fortunes,  and  the  way  of  life 
into  which  it  forced  him,  would  greatly  increa  e  ns 
natural  ferocity  of  temper,  and  contribute  to  iorm 
and  fix  that  charader  which  was  given  of  him  by  the 
angel  before  he  was  born,  “  he  fhall  be  a  wild  man ; 
his  hand  will  be  againft  every  man,  and  every  man’s 
hand  againft  him  ;  and  he  fhall  dwell  in  the  prefence 
of  all  his  brethren.”  God  brings  his  predictions  to 
pafs,  not  always,  nor  generally,  by  miraculous  inter- 
pofition,  but  by  the  operation  and  concurrence  of 
natural  caufes.  “  He  became  an  ai  chei ,  lived  by 
declaring  war  on  the  beafts  of  the  neld,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  brought  himfelf  to  bear,  and  even  to  prefer  that 
way  of  living,  which  had  at  firft  been  obtruded  upon 
him  by  the  ftrong  hand  of  neceflity.  So  happily  is 
our  nature  framed,  that  ufe  at  length  reconciles  the 
mind  to  what  was  in  profpeQ:  iniupportable,  and,  at 
firft,  galling  and  diftrefsful.  Hagar,  in  refentment 
probably  of  the  treatment  fhe  had  met  with,  in  order 
to  widen  the  breach,  and  to  bar  the  way  to  recon¬ 
ciliation,  forms  a  marriage  for  her  ion  with  a  woman 
of  her  own  country  :  from  which  we  may  conclude 
that  they  went  back  headlong  into  idolatry.  . 

The  vexation  arifing  from  this  domeftic  diffenfion 
has  fcarcely  fubfided,  when  Abraham  finds  himtelf 
embroiled  with  his  holt  and  protestor  the  king  of 
Gerar.  The  fervants  of  Abimelech  take  violent  pof- 
feffion  of  a  well  of  water  which  the  fervants  of  Abra¬ 
ham  had  digged,  and  the  quarrel  is  taken  up  by  the 
principals  themfelves.  Such  is  human  nature  :  iuch 
is  human  life.  From  the  beginning  to  this  day,  mif- 
erable  mortals  have  been  contending  and  driving,  and 
fhedding  each  other’s  blood  about  a  well  of  water,  or 
foroe  fuch  ground  of  diffenfion.  The  whole  world  is 
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a  pofTeffion  too  fmall  for  ambition  and  avarice,  and 
felfifhnefs  confiders  that  as  taken  from  us  which  an¬ 
other  enjoys.  Happily,  moderation  and  good  fenfe 
prevented  this  offence  from  coming  to  an  open  rup¬ 
ture.  When  men  are  difpofed  to  peace,  punctilio  is 
eafily  overlooked  ;  but  where  there  is  a  difpofition  to 
quarrel,  it  is  eafy  to  magnify  the  moft  petty  negled 
Into  an  affront,  and  to  make  an  unmeaning  look  the 
occafion  of  a  breach.  The  convention  between  Abra¬ 
ham  and  Abimelech  is  ratified  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner,  by  the  making,  that  is,  the  cutting  or  dividing 
of  a  covenant,  according  to  the  form  obferved  on  a 
much  more  important  occafion,  and  which  has  been 
defcribed  in  a  former  Ledure  :  namely,  The  ratifica¬ 
tion  of  the  covenant  between  God  and  Abraham. 
But  why  fhould  covenants,  promifes,  oaths,  be  nec- 
effary  in  the  commerce  of  human  life  ?  Alas !  be- 
caufe  men  are  falfe,  treacherous,  and  perfidious. 
The  awful  manners  and  cuftoms  of  times  that  are 
paft,  only  ferve  to  convince  us,  that  in  every  age  the 
corruption  of  man  has  been  fo  great  upon  the  earth, 
that  ordinary  obligations  will  not  bind  ;  that  without 
the  fandions  of  religion,  the  fenfe  of  honour,  regard 
to  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  the  fuppofed  reditude 
of  human  nature,  are  feeble  and  inefficacious.  No 
other  argument  is  ^neceffary  to  prove  that  our  nature 
is  depraved,  and  that  religion  is  neceffary  to  man, 
than  the  neceffity  to  which  men  have  been  reduced* 
in  every  age  and  nation,  to  fecure  and  preferve  the 
interefts  of  truth  and  juftice,  by  explicit  compacts, 
and  folemn  appeals  to  the  Deity :  by  making  “  an 
oath  for  confirmation  an  end  of  all  ftrife.”  Abra¬ 
ham  dreads  Abimelech  as  not  having  the  fear  of  God 
before  his  eyes.  Abimelech  ftands  in  awe  of  Abra¬ 
ham  as  under  the  fpecial  protedion  of  Heaven :  they 
agree  in  one  thing,  in  revering  the  fandity  of  a 
folemn  oath ;  which  being  interpofed,  they  both  fit 
down  fecure  and  happy ;  Abimelech  refts  fatisfied 
that  Abraham  will  do  nothing  to  difturb  his  family 

or 
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or  government,  or  injure  his  perfon  ; .  Abraham,  that 
Abimelech  will  not  encroach  on  the  rights  of  private 
property,  or  invade  thofe  of  confcience. 

This  tranfa&ion  feems  to  have  brought  our  patriarch 
to  a  refting  place.  He  is  *  not  himfelf  to  be  a  poten¬ 
tate  in  the  earth,  but  a  great  prince  courts  his  alliance, 
and  forms  a  league  with  him.  rlhe  poflellion  of  Ca¬ 
naan  is  poftponed,  but  Ifaac  is  born.  I  he  Ion  of  the 
bond  woman  is  banilhed,  but  the  fon  of  the  fi  ee 
woman  lives  in  his  houfe,  grows,  and  prolpers,  and 
increafes  in  flature,  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man. 
We  fee  the  good  man  now  in  the  ferenity  of  a  vigor¬ 
ous,  placid  old  age,  enjoying  all  that  this  world  can 
beftow  on  a  virtuous  mind,  united  to  a  wholefome 
conftitution  ;  unimpaired  by  intemperance  or  difeafe, 
failing  only  by  the  gradual  imperceptible  decays  of 
nature  ;  capable  of  enjoying  life  to  the  laft.  I  behold 
the  venerable  man  planting  his  oaks  in  Beerlheba, 
folacing  himfelf  with  the  thought,  that  though  his 
head  was  foon  to  be  laid  low,  his  Ifaac  would  in  due 
time  repofe  under  their  fhade.  How  contemptible  is 
the  fpirit  which  confiders  felf  only  in  all  that  it  does ! 
How  I  honour  the  man  who  lives  to  the  end  of  life, 
nay  ftrives  to  prolong  exiftence,  and  fucceeds  in  the 
attempt,  by  engaging  in  purfuits  through  which  pof- 
terity  is  to  be  benefited  !  We  will  now  leave  him  in 
this  happy  tranquillity  of  life  ;  and  may  his  trees 
quickly  rife  to  fhelter  his  aged  head  from  the  fultry 
heat  of  the  noon-tide  fun  ;  and  be  his  Ifaac  a  comfort 
greater  than  ever  parent  knew  ;  and  let  the  tide  of 
benevolence  from  his  honeft  heart,  roll  back  to  its 
fource,  increafed  with  overflowing  fulnefs  from  the 
ocean  of  everlafting  love.  But  the  grove  which  he 
planted  was  not  merely  an  amufement  for  old  age,  or 
an  embeilifhment  of  his  habitation,  it  was  dedicated 
to  God,  and  deftined  as  a  feat  of  devotion  ;  there  “  he 
called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 

We  bid  him  adieu  then  at  this  pleafant  refting  place 
of  life,  rejoicing  in  the  pall,  and  calmly  waiting  the 

hour 
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hour  of  difmilTion  from  all  his  trials  and  forrows* 

<  ■* 

But  I  dread  this  treacherous  tranquillity.  Bodes  it 
not  an  approaching  ftorm  ?  The  event  will  ftiew.  I 
fhail  not  anticipate,  but  haften  to  conclude  this  Lecture, 
with  inviting  you  to  a  participation  in  that  divine 
friendfhip  which  Abraham  enjoyed,  and  from  which 
none  are  excluded ;  for  u  the  fecret  of  the  Lord  is 
with  all  them  that  fear  him,  and  he  Iheweth  to  them 
his  holy  covenant/5  What  is  the  birth  of  an  Ifaac 
compared  to  the  manifeftation  of  God  in  the  flefh ! 

To  us  a  Son  is  born,  to  us  a  Saviour  is  given/5  and 
f6  in  him  all  the  families  of  the  earth  are  bleffed/* 
Let  the  hiftory  of  Abraham  teach  us  how  vain  it  is  to 
;expefl:  unmixed  bappinefs  in  a  world  of  vanity ;  and 
to  dread  the  approach  of  calamity  when  we  poffefs 
uncommon  eafe.  Let  us  adore  and  admire  the  won¬ 
der-working  hand  of  God,  which  unfeen  dire&s,  con¬ 
trols,  fubdues  all  creatures  and  all  events  to  its  own 
purpofes.  Let  us  trail  in  the  Lord  and  do  good, 
and  love,  and  fpeak,  and  praatife  truth.  When  we 
fee  the  father  of  the  faithful  failing  and  faultering, 
let  none  be  high  minded  but  fear,  and  “  let  him  that 
thinketh  he  ftandeth,  take  heed  left  he  fall/5  Did 
Providence  take  Iflimael  the  outcaft,  the  wild  man 
under  its  prote&ion  ?  Let  poor  and  virtuous  parents 
take  encouragement  to  call  the  care  of  their  help- 
lefs  offspring  on  the  Father  of  the  fatherlefs  and  the 
Judge  of  the  widow.  Did  one  hafty  ill-advifed  ftep 
involve  the  patriarch  in  fuch  acute  and  lafting  diff 
trefs  ?  Ponder,  then,  O  man,  the  paths  of  thy  feet, 
and  beware  of  doing  evjil,  in  expectation  that  good 
may  come  of  it. 

By  cafting  your  eyes  upon  the  facred  page,  you 
will  fee  what  is  to  form  the  furjeCt  of  the  next  dif- 
courfe.  It  is  a  topic  well  known,  and  which  has 
been  frequently  handled,  but  it  is  one  of  thofe  that 
will  ever  pleafe  and  ever  inftrud.  May  God  blef$ 
what  has  been  fpoken.  Amen, 
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By  faith  Abraham  when  he  was  tried  offered  up  Ifaac : 

'  and  he  that  had  received  the  promifes  offered  up  bis 
only  begotten  fon ,  of  whom  it  was  faid ,  that  in  Ifaac 
(hall  thy  feed  be  called ;  accounting  that  God  was  abk 
to  raife  him  up  even  from  the  dead :  from  whence  alfa 
he  received  hint  hi  a  figure. 

The  parts  of  hiftory  which  pleafe  and  inftrud  us 
nioft,  are  thofe  which  exhibit  to  us  illuftrious  perfons 
in  trying  fttuations,  holding  fall  their  integrity,  con- 
iduding  themfelves  with  ’jvifdom,  aI*d  overcoming 
great  difficulty  by  patience,  and  fortitude,  and  tiuft 
in  God.  The  paffages  of  our  own  lives  which  we 
recoiled  with  the  greateft  fatisfadion,  and  which  we 
find  ourfelves  molt  diipofed  to  .relate  to  others,  are 
fnofe  which,  while  they  palled,  were  involved  in  the 
greateft  danger  and  diftrefs.  The  memory  of  paft 
joys  is  generally  infipid  and  difgufting,  but  the  recol- 
ledion  of  the  perils  which  we  have  efcaped,  the  ob¬ 
stacles  v/hich  we  have  furmounted,  the  miferies  which 
we  have  endured  a>nd  overcome,  is  in  truth  the  chief 
ingredient  in  the  happinefs  of  our  more  tranquil  days, 
and  the  confolation  which  a  life  of  fatigue,  exertion, 
and  calamity,  provides  for  the  inadivity,  feeblenefs, 
and  retirement  of  old  age.  No  man  thinks  of  calling 
to  his  own  remembrance,  or  of  deferibing  to  another, 
the  festivity  of  an  entertainmenf,  a  month  after  it  is 

over ; 
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over ;  but  the  horrors  of  a  battle  or  a  fhipwreck, 
are  thought  and  talked  of  with  delight,  as  long  as 
xve  are  capable  of  thinking  or  fpeaking.  What  a 
feafh  was  Abraham  preparing  for  his  remaining  years 
by  the  facrifice  he  tendered  upon  Mount  Moriah  l 
What  a  fubject  of  ufeful  meditation,  what  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  praife-worthy  conduft,  has  he  furnifhed  to 
mankind  to  the  end  of  the  World  !  This  is  one  of  the 
peculiarly  happy  portions  of  hiftory  which  at  once 
awaken  and  inter  eft  our  feelings ;  lire  the  imagina¬ 
tion;.  feize,  reftrain,  exercife,  improve  the  under, 
(landing,  and  powerfully  tend  to  affeft  and  influence 
the  condud.  As  a  fcene  in  private  life,  we  contemn 
plate  it  again  and  again,  with  new  and  increafing  ad¬ 
miration  and  delight ;  as  entering  into,  and  conned- 
ed  with  the  great,  the  divine  plan  of  providence  and 
redemption,  we  regard  it  with  religious  veneration. 

Moft  men,  during  the  buftling  period  of  human 
life,  amufe  themfelves  with  profpeds  of  retreat  and 
tranquillity  in  its  clofe.  And  fo  moft  probably  did 
Abraham.  He  had  arrived,  through  much  tribula¬ 
tion,  at  that  period  when  nature  wifhes  for,  and  ex¬ 
perts  to  find  repofe.  All  that  a  wife  and  good  man 
could  reafonably  propofe  to  himfelf,  he  had,  through 
the  bleffing  of  Heaven,  happily  attained.  Religion 
crowned  his  multiplied  temporal  comforts,  and  open¬ 
ed  the  celeftial  paradife  to  his  view.  Ifaac,  the  joy 
of  his  joy,  the  effence  of  all  his  other  felicities,  is 
born,  has  grown  up,  is  become  amiable,  and  wife, 
and  good.  His  eyes  have  feen  the  falvation  of  God, 
and  he  is  ready  to  depart  in  peace  whenever  the  fum- 
mons  comes.  But  ah,  how  vain  to  think  of  reft  till 
the  fcene  be  clofed  indeed,  and  death  have  fealed  the 
weary  eyes  forever !  All  the  trials  which  Abraham 
had  hitherto  endured,  are  merely  fuperficial  wounds, 
compared  to  the  keen  ftroke  of  that  two-edged  fword 
which  now  pierced  him,  even  cc  to  the  dividing 
afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and  mar¬ 
row.”  To  fuflfer  banilhment  from  his  country  and 

friends 
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friends  at  the  age  of  feventy-five  years  ;  to  be  driven 
by  famine  from  the  land  of  promife  into  a  diftanfc 
country ;  to  have  the  companion  of  his  youth,  and 
the  affectionate  partner  of  all  his  fortunes,  repeatedly 
forced  from  him  ;  to  have  his  domeftic  quiet  difturbed, 
and  his  life  embittered  by  female  jealoufy  and  relent- 
ment ;  to  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  expelling  his 
elder  fon  from  his  houfe,  with  the  (lender  provifion 
of  a  little  bread  and  water  :  thefe,  taken  either  fepa- 
rately  or  in  connexion,  and  compared  with  the  ulual 
afflictions  to  which  man  is  expofed,  prefent  us,  it  muff 
be  allowed,  with  a  lot  of  great  feverity  and  hardfiiip, 
but  they  are  loft  in  the  feverity  of  the  greater  woe 
yet  behind-  For  u  it  came  to  pals  after  thefe  things,5,9 
in  addition  to  all  foregoing  evils,  and  apparently  to 
the  defeating  of  the  great  defigns  planned  by  God 
himfelf,  and  in  part  executed,  that  God  tried 
Abraham”  in  this  manner :  “  Take  now  thy  fon, 
thine  only  fon,  Ifaac,  whom  thou  loveft,  and  get  thee 
into  the  land  of  Moriah  ;  and  offer  him  there  for  a 
burnt  offering  upon  one  of  the  mountains  which  I 
will  tell  thee  of.”* 

We  mean  not  to  go  into  the  unneceffary  criticifm 
which  has  been  employed  with  perhaps  a  good  in¬ 
tention,  to  vindicate  the  divine  conduQ:  on  this  occa- 
fion.  Surely  the  infinitely  wife  God  is  equal  to  his 
own  defence.  He  has  tranfmitted  to  us  this  part  of 
his  procedure  without  rendering  a  reafon,  without 
making  an  apology  ;  and  it  is  prefumption,  not  piety, 
which  fhews  on  every  occafion,  an  eagernefs  to  reafon 
in  his  behalf.  Is  it  not  fufficient  at  prefent  to  fay, 
that  men  are  very  incompetent  judges  of  the  divine 
conduCt  ;  that  a  view  of  the  detached  parts  cannot 
enable  us  to  form  a  juft  and  adequate  conception  of 
the  whole;  and  that  without  knowing  the  ultimate 
end  and  defign,  we  muft  of  neceffity  have  a  very  im- 
perfeCt  idea  of  the  means  and  inftruments  employed  ? 

It 
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It  were  eafy  to  declaim  on  the  horrid  idea  of  de¬ 
manding  a  human  facrifice,  and  of  employing  the 
hand  of  a  father  in  a  fervice  fo  unnatural ;  on  the 
mifchief  which  might  arife  from  an  example  fo  dread¬ 
ful  ;  on  the  manifeft  contradi&ion  between  this  man¬ 
date  and  other  laws,  both  general  and  fpecial :  and 
perhaps  it  were  as  eafy  to  refute  all  fuch  declamation, 
and  to  prove  it  nugatory  and  abiurd.  But  let  any 
man,  learned  or  unlearned,  read  the  ftory  through¬ 
out,  and  if  he  is  not  both  pleafed  and  inftru&ed,  he 
xnuit  either  be  ffupid  or  iaflidious  in  a  very  high 
degree. 

In  what  manner  the  command  of  Heaven  was  com¬ 
municated  to  Abraham  we  are  not  informed.  It  was 
unquefhonably  conveyed  with  10  much  clearnefs  and 
certainty,  as  left  him  no  poffibility  of  doubting  from 
whom  it  came.  And  it  again  leads  us  to  reflect  on 
the  irrefiftible  power  which  God  pofieffes,  and  exer- 
ciies  over  our  bodies  and  minds,  whereby  he  can 
communicate  himfelf  to  us  in  a  thouland  ways,,  of 
which  we  are  able  to  form  no  conception,  and  againft 
which  we  fhould  in  vam  attempt  to  arm  ouriebes* 
It  appears  to  have  been  in  the  night  feafon  :  prob¬ 
ably,  when  as  on  a  former  occafion,  God  had  “  cauf* 
ed  a  deep  fleep,  and  a  horror  of  great  darknefs  to 

fall  upon  him.”  it?'.* 

s  What  a  knell  to  the  fond  paternal  heart !  Bveiy 

word  in  the  oracle  feems  calculated  to  awaken  iome 
painful  feeling,  and  to  increafe  the  difficulty  of  com¬ 
pliance.  A  perfon  of  humanity  like  Abraham  might 
naturally  be  fuppoied  to  revolt  from  the  idea  of  a 
human  facrifice,  had  the  meaneft  Have  of  his  houfe- 
hold  been  demanded,  and  had  the  choice  of  a  vicum 
been  left  to  himfelf.  What  then  muff  have  been  the 
emotions  of  his  foul,  from  the  .moment  its  darling 
cbieQ:  was  mentioned  by  the  voice  of  God,  till  the 
mandate  was  completed.  “  Take  now  thy  ion  ;.  this 
mull  have  at  once  produced  eagernefs  of  attention  m 
a  mind  ever  awake  and  alive  to  the  welfare  and  prof- 
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perity  of  Ifaac.  The  tender  manner  in  which  God  is 
pleafed  to  defcribe  that  favourite  child,  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  excite  the  mod  pleafing  hope  of  fome  new 
mark  of  the  *  divine  regard  to  him  ;  “  take  now  thy 
fon ,  thy  only  fon,  Ifaac ,  whom  thou  loveftf  and  inveit 
him  with  all  the  honours  of  the  promile,  put  him  in 
poileffion  of  his  deftined  inheritance  ?  Ah  no  !— Turn 
him  out  a  wanderer  after  his  brother  Ifhmael,  with  a 
loaf  of  bread,  and  a  bottje  of  water,  for  his  portion  ? 
That  had  been  fevere  ;  but  more  dreadful  (fill,  and 
offer  him  for  a  burnt-offering  upon  one  of  the  mount¬ 
ains  which  I  will  tell  thee  01.” 

Abraham  hefitates  not,  argues  not.  He  who  be¬ 
fore  daggered  not  at  the  promife,  daggers  not  now 
at  the  precept  through  unbelief.  As  a  proof  of  his 
being  in  earned,  he  rifes  immediately,  while  it  was 
yet  early  ;  he  makes  all  needful  preparation  for  this 
heavy  journey  and  coftly  lacrifi.ce,  with  the  utmolt 
ferenity  and  cheerfulnefs  ;  he  communicates  to  no 
one  the  order  given  him,  led  the  wickednels  of  others 
might  have  fhaken  his  own  firmnels,  or  interrupted 
his  progrefs.  Having  faddled  his  afs,  for  it  was  in 
this  fimple  dyle  that  the  great  men  of  the  Ead,  in 
thefe  better  days  of  the  world,  uled  to  travel  hav¬ 
ing  fummoned  two  of  his  young  men  to  attend  and 
affid  in  the  preparation,  having  called  Ifaac,  and  cleft 
the  wood  for  the  burnt  offering,  they  proceed  together 
from  Beerfheba  for  the  land  of  Moriah. 

Jofephus  reprefents  Ifaac  at  this  time  as  in  his 
twenty-fifth  year,  and  defcribes  him,  with  much  ap¬ 
pearance  of  truth,  as  a  young  man  of  lingular  ac- 
complilhments,  both  of  body  and  of  mind.  The 
trial  was,  without  doubt,  greatly  increafed  to  Abra¬ 
ham  by  the  delay,  and  the  dillance  of  the  place  of 
facrifice.  Had  the  oracle  demanded  an  indant  offer¬ 
ing,  the  immediate  impreffion  of  the  heavenly  vifion 
would  account  for  the  fuddennefs  and  dilpatch  of  the 
execution.  But  leifure  is  afforded  for  refle&ion  ;  pa¬ 
rental  affection  has  time  to  drengthen  itfelf  >  the  pow¬ 
erful 
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erful  pleadings  of  nature  muft  in  their  turn  be  heard  ; 
the  oppreffion  of  grief,  of  fatigue,  of  old  age  ;  the 
fight,  the  fociety,  the  converfation  of  Ifaac,  combine 
their  operation  to  make  him  relent,  and  return.  But 
though  nature  knows  faith,  fuch  as  Abraham’s  knows 
not  what  it  is  to  relent.  With  fteady  fteps,  and  un- 
fhaken  refolution,  he  advances  to  the  fatal  fpot,  now 
firft  diftinguifhed  by  the  choice  of  God,  for  the  feene 
of  this  wonderful  facrifice  ;  d^ftinguiftied  in  the  fequel, 
as  the  feat  of  empire  and  of  religion  among  Abra¬ 
ham’s  chofen  race  ;  and,  finally,  diftinguifhed  moft  of 
all  by  a  facrifice  infinitely  more  valuable  and  import¬ 
ant,  and  of  which  this  of  Ifaac  was  but  a  fhadow. 

Being  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  which 
was  pointed  out  by  fome  fenfible  token,  the  fervants 
are  left  behind,  and  Abraham,  armed  with  the  fire  and 
the  knife,  and  Ifaac  bearing  the  wood  deftined  to  con- 
fume  the  victim,  afeend  together.  And  now,  had 
his  faith  been  capable  of  failing,  could  his  purpofe 
have  changed,  the  queftion  which  Ifaac,  in  the  fim- 
plicity  of  his  heart,  propofed,  muft  have  triumphed 
over  his  refolution,  and  decreed  the  victory  to  fiefh 
and  blood.  “  And  Ifaac  fpake  unto  Abraham  his 
father,  and  faid.  My  father  :  and  he  faid.  Here  am  I, 
my  fon  :  and  he  faid,  Behold  the  fire  and  the  wood  : 
but  where  is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering?  And 
Abraham  faid.  My  fon,  God  will  provide  himfelf  a 
Iamb  for  a  burnt  offering  :  fo  they  went  both  of  them 
together.5’*  The  heart  that  feels  not  this  is  loft  to 
fenfibility.  Every  endeavour  to  illuftrate  or  enforce 
it,  were  idle  as  an  attempt  to  perfume  the  rofe,  to 
paint  the  tulip  into  richer  tints,  or  to  burnifh  the  fun 
into  a  brighter  luftre. 

At  length  with  weary  fteps  they  arrive  at  the  place 
which  God  had  told  him  of.  The  mighty  fecret, 
which  had  hitherto  laboured  in  the  anxious  paternal 
breaft,  muft  at  laft  be  difclofed,  and  “  the  lamb  for 
the  burnt  offering55  muft  be  produced.  It  is  not  the 

facrifice 
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facrifice  of  a  bullock  or  a  fheep,  which  are  able  to 
make  no  refiftance  ;  nor  of  a  child  unconfcious  of  its 
fituation ;  but  of  a  man,  whofe  confent  muft  be  ob¬ 
tained  ;  and  who,  either  by  entreaty,  by  argument, 
by  fpeed,  or  by  force,  might  have  delivered  himfelf. 
The  Jewifh  hiftorian  prefents  us  with  the  dialogue 
which  paffed  between  the  father  and  fon  on  this  occa- 
fion,  ftriking  and  pathetic  indeed,  but  far  inferior  to 
the  beautiful  fimplicity  of  Mofes.  Having  built  an 
altar,  having  laid  the  wood  in  order  upon  it,  and 
made  all  other  neceffary  preparation,  the  unhappy 
father  is  thus  reprefented  as  communicating  to  the 
devoted  victim  the  will  of  the  Moft  High  :  “  O  my 
ion,  begged  of  God  in  a  thoufand  prayers,  and  at 
length  unexpe&edly  obtained  ;  ever  fince  you  were 
born,  with  what  tendernefs  and  folicitude  have  I 
brought  you  up  !  propofing  to  myfelf  no  higher  felic¬ 
ity  than  to  fee  you  become  a  man,  and  to  leave  you 
the  heir  of  my  poffeffions.  But  the  God  who  bellow¬ 
ed  you  upon  me,  demands  you  again.  Prepare  then 
-  to  yield  the  facrifice  with  alacrity.  I  give  you  up  to 
Him,  wvho  at  all  feaions,  and  in  all  fituations,  has 
purfued  us  with  loving  kindnefs  and  tender  mercy. 
You  came  into  the  world  under  the  neceflity  of  dying  ; 
and  the  manner  of  your  death  is  to  be  Angular  and  il- 
luflrious,  prefented  in  facrifice  by  your  own  father  to 
the  great  Father  of  all :  who,  we  may  prefume,  con- 
fiders  it  as  unfit  and  unbecoming,  that  you  fhould  de¬ 
part  out  of  this  life  by  difeafe,  in  war,  or  by  any  other 
of  the  ufual  calamities  to  which  human  nature  is  fub- 
je£t :  but  who  waits  to  receive  your  fpirit,  as  it  leaves 
the  body,  amidfl  the  prayers  and  vows  of  your  affec¬ 
tionate  parent,  that  he  may  place  it  in  perfect  bleffed- 
nefs  with  himfelf.  There,  you  fhall  flill  be  the  con- 
folation  and  fupport  of  my  old  age,  not  indeed  by 
your  prefence  and  converfation,  but  bequeathing  me, 
when  you  depart,  the  prefence  and  the  blefling  of  the 
Almighty.5*  Ifaac,  the  worthy  offspring  of  fuch  a 
father,  cheerfully  complies,  and  pioufly  anfwers — cc  I 

O  fhould 
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fhould  be  unworthy  of  life,  were  I  capable  or  (hewing 
reluctance  to  obey  the  will  of  my  father  and  my  God. 

It  were  enough  for  me  that  my  earthly  parent  alone 
called  me  to  the  altar,  how  much  more  when  my 
heavenly  father  re-demands  his  own. 

He  accordingly  fubmits  to  be  bound,  and  to  be  laid 
as  a  victim  upon  the  wood.  And  now  behold  a  fight 
from  which  nature* (hr inks  back,  and  (lands  confound- 
^ father  lifting  up  his  hand  armed  with  a  deadly 
weapon,  to  flay  his  only  fon.  .  He  is  already  made  the 
facrifice  ‘  for  with  God  intentions  are  acts ;  and  ne  re¬ 
ceives  his  I-faac  a  fecond  time  from  the  hand  that  gave 
him  at  firft.  The  voice  of  God  is  again  heard.  It  is. 
ever  welcome  to  the  ear  of  faith  :  welcome  when  it 
announces  heavy  tidings,  welcome  when  it  demands 
an  Ifaac  ;  and  O,  how  welcome  when  it  brings  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy;  when  it  fays,  “  Lav  not  thme 
hand"  upon  the  lad,  neither  do  thou  any  thing  unto 
him  ;  for  now  I  know  that  thou  feared  God,  feeing 
thou  hail  not  withheld  thy  fon,  thine  only  ion,  from 

me!”*' 

Abraham  prophefied  without  being  confcious  of  it,, 
when  he  faid,  «  My  fon,  God  will  provide  himfelf  * 
lamb  for  a  burnt  offering  for  lo,  behind  him  a 
ram  caught  in  a  thicket  by  his  horns :  and  Abraham 
went  and  took  the  ram  and  offered  him  up  for  a  burnt 
offering  inftead  of  his  fon  ”t  We  know  but  m  part,, 
and  we  prophefy  in  part,  but  God  fees  the  end  from 
the  beginning;  he  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  peJeft, 
for  all  his  ways  are  judgment :  a  God  of  truth  and 

without  iniquity,  juil  and  light  is  he.  +  _ 

■  With  what  different  feelings  does  the  patriarch  de- 
foend  from  the  mountain !  His  Ifaac  lives,  and  yet  his 
facrifice  is  offered.  He  came  to  yield  his  deareit 
earthly  delight  at  the  call  of  God,  and  .he  goes  away- 
enriched  with  new  bleffings  and  frefli  promifes.  Who 
ever  facrificed  to  God  and  was  a  lo  ei  .  0  e'e* 

hardened  himfelf  againft  God  and  profpered  i  ^ 
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It  is  impoilible  that  any  one  can  be  fo  inattentive 
as  not  to  obferve,  through  the  whole  of  this  wonder¬ 
ful  hiftory,  the  myftery  of  redemption  fhadowed  forth  ? 
Is  the  divine  conduct,  in  this  trial  of  Abraham,  dark 
and  inexplicable  to  human  reafon  ?  Angels  defire  to 
look  into  the  plan  of  gofpel  falvation,  and  are  unable 
to  comprehend  it.  Was  Abraham  ready  at  God's  com- 
*  mand  to  offer  up  his  only  fon  for  a  burnt  offering  ? 
u  God  himfelf  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him 
fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life.”*  God 
had  pity  upon  an  afflidted  earthly  father,  and  a  devot¬ 
ed  child,  and  fent  his  angel  to  deliver  him  :  but  God 
u  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us 
all.”f  Ifaac  was  ready  to  be  flain,  Jefus  was  actually 
put  to  death.  Ifaac  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  the  will 
of  Heaven,  and  offered  his  throat  to  the  facrificing 
knife ;  and  of  Jefus  it  is  written  in  the  facred  volume, 
Lo,  I  come,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  God,  thy 
law  is  within  my  heart ;”  +  “  he  gave  himfelf  for  us, 
a  facrifice  of  a  fweet  fmelling  favour  unto  God.” 

Ifaac  having  firft  typified  the  Saviour,  paffes  into  a 
type  of  the  elect  Tinner,  bound  and  ftretched  upon  the 
altar,  in  trembling  apprehenfion  of  the  fatal  blow. 
He  is  reprieved  by  a  voice  from  heaven ;  and  thus, 
when  there  was  no  eye  to  pity,  nor  hand  to  fave  our 
finful  devoted  race,  a  voice  is  heard  from  the  mod  ex¬ 
cellent  glory,  deliver  from  going  down  to  the  pit, 
I  have  found  out  a  ranfom.”  “  I  have  laid  help  on 
one  who  is  mighty  to  fave.V  Behold  the  ram  caught 
in  the  thicket,  condu&ed  and  detained  of  Providence, 
and  fubftituted  as  a  facrifice  in  the  room  of  Ifaac,  and 
think  of  Him  of  whom  it  is  written,  cc  he  was  wound¬ 
ed  for  our  tranfgreflions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  in¬ 
iquities  ;  the  chaflifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him  ; 
and  with  his  (tripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like 
fneep  have  gone  aftray :  we  have  turned  every  one  to 
his  own  way  “  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  in- 

O  2  iquity 
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jquity  of  us  all.”*  From  the  tendered  facrifice  of 
Ifaac  arofe  new  profpefts  and  new  promifes.  to  his 
family:  from  the  death  of  Chrift  fprung  up  the  hope 
of  “  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  , 
fadeth  not  away,”  to  all  them  that  believe.  The  fub- 
ftituted  facrifice  was  of  God’s  appointment,  provid¬ 
ing  and  acceptance,  both  in  the  figurative  and  the 
real  hiftory,  and  by  both  we  are  inftru&ed,  that  when 
men  have  the  wifdom  to  fubmit  to,  and  follow  God 
their  Maker,  they  may  fafely  commit  the  iffue  of  all 

to  him.  , 

To  view  the  hiftory  of  Abraham  in  detached  parts, 

is  to  involve  ourfelves  in  difficulty  and  diftreiS,  to 
read  patiently  to  the  end,  is  the  road  to  light  and- 
peace  and  joy.  The  prejudiced  Jew,  and  the  ielf-con- 
ceited  Greek,  look  at  the  erofs  and  pronounce  it  fool- 
ilhnefs,  or  fall  over  it  as  a  Humbling  block ;  but  to 
them  that  believe,  who  wait  the  iffue,  who  look  to  the 
end,  «  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  power  of  God  and  the  wif¬ 
dom  of  God.”  Prefumptuous  men  will  take  upon 
them  to  judge  of  a  plan  which  is  not  yet  executed, 
and  will  apply  to  the  narrow  and  erroneous  fcale  of 
their  own  reafon  and  underftanding,  the  infinite  and 
eternal  defigns  of  the  only  wife  God.  When  the  fab¬ 
ric  of  creation  was  completed,  God  pronounced  all 
to  be  very  good,  and  then  the  morning  ftars  fang 
together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  Ihouted  for  joy 
when  the  plan  of  redemption  is  executed,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  let  men  or  angels  prefume  to  judge  of 
the  fitnefs  or  unfitnefs  of  it.  Determine  nothing  be¬ 
fore  the  time.  The  Lord,  and  the  day  of  the  Lord, 

is  at  hand.  .  ,  „  , 

In  meditating  on  this  hiftory,  may  it  not  be  aiked— 

Who  among  you  is  with  Abraham  facrificing,  .  o 

not  fay,  his  lawful  joys,  but  his  finful  lulls .  W  ho 

among  you  is  riling  up  early,  and,  with  a  refolute 

hand,  flaying  his  floth,  his  pride,  his  avarice,  his  lull, 

his  malignity,  before  the  altar  of  God  ?  Who  among 

*  Xfaiah  liii.  5*  6° 
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you  is  rifing  betimes  to  “  offer  unto  God  thankigiv- 
ing to  contemplate  the  glories  of  nature  ;  to  adore 
and  admire  the  wonders  of  providence  ;  to  look  into 
the  myftery  of  redemption,  and  to  meditate  with  new 
and  increafing  delight  on  that  love  of  Chrift  which 
paffeth  knowledge  i” 

The  little  good  which  we  do,  we  wilh  to  be  feen  of 
all  men :  not  like  Abraham,  who  would  have  his  de¬ 
votion  neither  witneffed  nor  interrupted  by  any  one. 
But  glory  purfues  true  goodnels  notwithftanding  its 
own  modefty  and  humility.  Why  fhould  I  fuffer  my- 
felf  to  be  teazed  and  vexed  with  the  cavils  of  an  un¬ 
believer  ?  Let  him  ftart  ten  thoufand  objections,  if  he 
will,  to  the  frame  of  nature,  the  conduct  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  or  the  method  of  falvation.  I  will  thus  Am¬ 
ply  reply  ;  Do  you  comprehend  the  whole  ?  Are  you 
of  the  privy  council  of  Heaven  ?  Can  you  account  for 
any  thing  you  behold  ?  Do  you  know  to  what  all 
thefe  things  tend,  and  in  what  they  are  to  iffue  ? 

Reft,  chriftians,  in  general,  obvious,  ufeful,  practi¬ 
cal  truth  ;  and  know  that  devotednefs  to  God  is  the 
effence  of  religion,  and  the  fum  of  human  happinefs. 
Look  forward  to  that  day  when  light  fliall  arife  out  of 
obfcurity,  when  all  myfteries  lhall  be  unveiled  ;  when 
the  faculties  of  the  human  mind  lhall  be  ftrengthened 
and  increafed,  and  the  objects  contemplated  lhall  be 
-  brought  nearer  the  eye,  placed  in  a  fairer  point  of 
view,  and  irradiated  with  a  fuller  glory  ;  when  God 
lhall  in  the  molt  complete  and  fatisfaCtory  manner 
vindicate  his  ways  to  men. 

The  next  LeCture  will  conclude  the  Hiftory  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  and  the  propofed  courfe  for  this  feafon.  If  to 
your  former  attendance  and  kind  attention,  you  will 
indulge  me  with  one  audience  more,  it  will  increafe 
the  affectionate  regard  of  a  grateful  heart,  and  afford 
an  opportunity  of  expreffmg  that  gratitude  at  greater 
length.  May  God  blefs  all  the  means  of  knowledge, 
of  piety,  and  of  improvement.  Amen. 

Hiftory 
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LECTURE  XVIII, 

HEBREWS  xi.  13,  14,  15’ 

Thefe  all  died  in  faith ,  not  having  received  the  promifes  ; 
but  having  feen  them  afar  off,  and  were  perfuaded  of 
them,  and  embraced  them,  and  confeffed  that  they  were 
Strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth >  For  they  t  to  at  Jay 
fuch  things  declare  plainly  that  theyfeek  a  country.  And 
truly  if  they  had  been  mindful  of  that  country  from 
whence  they  came  out,  they  might  have  had  opportunity 
to  have  returned  :  but  now  they  defire  a  becter  coun¬ 
try,  that  is,  an  heavenly :  wherefore  God  is  not  affamed 
to  be  called  their  God;  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them, 

a  city. 

* 

What  is  the  amount  of  human  life  ?  Vanity  and 
vexation  of  fpirit.  All  our  wanderings  tend  towards 
the  grave.  The  anxieties  and  folicitude,  the  hopes 
and  fears,  the  difappointments  and  fucceffes  which  al¬ 
ternately  occupy  and  agitate  the  mind,  at  length  come 
to  one  iflue,  and  all-conquering  death  fettles  the  ac¬ 
count.  The  time  is  at  length  come  that  Sarah  mmt 
pay  the  debt  of  nature.  That  beauty  which  conjugal 
affe&ion  doated  on,  and  which  princes  coveted,  be¬ 
comes  deformed  with  wrinkles ;  the  coid  hand  of 
death  chills  the  fond  maternal  heart,  and  even  the 
delight  of  an  Ifaac  is  enjoyed  no  more,  lhe  Jewilh 
Rabbins,  fruitful  in  legends,  affirm,  that  grief  for  the 
facrifice  of  Ifaac  ffiortened  her  life.  For  that  the  dev¬ 
il,  who  had  exulted  in  the  profped  of  feeing  Iiaac 
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perifli  by  the  knife  of  his  father,  to  revenge  himfelf 
.  for  the  difappointment  which  he  felt  upon  his  deliv¬ 
erance  by  the  angel,  conveyed  intelligence  to  Sarah 
that  the  facrifice  was  actually  performed  ;  which  news 
fpeedily  proved  fatal  to  her.  As  if  the  oppreflive 
weight  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  years  did 
not  fufficiently  account  for  the  death  of  a  frail  wom¬ 
an,  without  the  neceffity  of  a  preternatural  interpo- 
iition. 

Affecting  change  !  The  eyes  of  Abraham  himfelf 
cannot  now  endure  to  look  upon  her,  whom  once 
he  fhuddered  to  think  that  the  eyes  of  another  fhould 
behold  with  too  much  defire  ;  and  he  is  now  as  eager 
to  bury  her  out  of  his  fight,  as  he  formerly  was  to  re¬ 
tain  the  poffeffion  of  her  wholly  to  himfelf.  Let  the 
beautiful  and  the  vain,  the  gay,  the  admired,  and  the 
flattered,  think  of  this  and  be  humbled.  The  latter 
.end  of  her  life,  however,  is  better  than  the  beginning. 
Tormented  with  the  unaccomplifhed  defire  of  having 
children,  fubje&ed  to  all  the  hardfhips  of  a  pilgrim¬ 
age  (late,  and  flung  with  -the  keen  pangs  of  jealoufy, 
almoft  up  to  her  ninetieth  year,  life  at  length  fubfides 
into  a  delightful  calm  of  thirty-feven  years  more, 
cheered  and  cherifliecl  by  the  unabated  affedtion  of  her 
beloved  lord,  and  bleffed  with  the  progrefs  and  ac- 
complifhments  of  the  foil  of  her  womb,  Ifaac,  the  fa¬ 
vourite  of  God  and  man.  But  file  muff  finally  make 
one  remove  more  ;  not  to  that  country  irom  which 
file  came  out,  but  to  that  land  66  from  whofe  bourne 
no  traveller  returns.”  A  partaker  as  of  the  fortunes, 
fo  of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  file  fees  the  promifes  afar 
off,  is  perfuaded  of  them  and  embraces  them  ;  defires 
and  looks  for  another  country,  that  is,  an  heavenly. 

God  had  promifed  to  Abraham  and  his  feed  the  pof¬ 
feffion  of  Canaan,  and  lo,  it  commences  in  the  pur- 
chafe,  at  their  full  value,  of  a  little  field  and  a  cave, 
for  a  burying  place.  He  had  been  threatened  with  a 
fevere  {broke  in  the  demanded  facrifice  of  Ifaac,  he  is 
made  to  feel  one  in  the  lofs  of  Sarah,  The  mellowe4 

friend  (hip 
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friendftiip  of  fo  many  years,  and  union  cemented  at 
laft  by  fo  dear  a  pledge,  could  not  be  diffolved  with¬ 
out  pain.  Abraham  is  fenfible  of  his  lofs,  and  be¬ 
wails  it.  His  religion  is  not  of  that  fort  which  values 
itfelf  on  doing  violence  to  nature  ;  he  knows  nothing 
of  that  vain  philofophy  which  affeCts  to  deny  what  it 
feels  :  neither  has  an  old  age  of  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-feven  years  extinguilhed  in  the  heart  thofe  tender 
emotions,  which  the  deprivation  of  an  objeCt,  once 
fair,  and  ever  dear,  naturally  excites.  He  who  does 
not  weep  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  this,  is  fomething 
more  or  lefs  than  a  man.  But  to  perfevere  in  bewail¬ 
ing  the  dead,  to  the  negleCt  of  our  duty  to  the  living, 
is  both  folly  and  impiety.  Abraham’s  forrow  en¬ 
croaches  upon  none  of  the  valuable  principles  of  a 
good  mind.  His  whole  conduCt  in  the  purchafe  of 
the  field  of  Ephron  the  Hittite,  and  the  cave  of  Mach- 
pelah,  exhibits  a  foul  replete  with  the  molt  amiable 
and  refpeCtable  virtues.  Tender  and  affectionate,  he 
is  defirous  of  honouring  in  death  the  remains  of  what 
he  prized  in  life.  Noble-minded,  generous,  and  inde¬ 
pendent,  he  refufes  to  fhew  refpeCt  to  the  memory  of 
Sarah  with  that  which  coft  him  nothing.  Civil  and 
polite,  he  repays  the  courtefy  of  his  neighbours  with 
affability  and  condefcenfion.  Scrupuloufly  juft  and 
honeft,  he  will  give  nothing  lefs  than  the  full  price, 
and  in  full  tale,  weight,  and  purity,  for  what  was 
frankly  tendered  him  as  a  gift.  The  dialogue  of  the 
twenty-third  chapter  is  a  mafterly  picture  of  the  beau¬ 
tiful  fimplicity  of  ancient  manners,  and  exhibits  a 
ftrife  of  unaffeCted  kindnefs,  good-nature,  and  civility, 
which  at  once  pleafes  and  inftruCts.  Let  me  befeech 
you  to  perufe  it  carefully  when  opportunity  offers. 
Would  to  God  fuch  contentions  were  more  frequent 
in  the  world.  The  purchafe  is  made,  the  price  is 
paid,  poffeffion  is  made  fure,  and  then  was  Sarah  bur¬ 
ied.  And  thus,  firft,  Abraham  became  feized  of  the 
land  of  promife.  So  differently  does  Providence  fhape 
events  from  our  preconception  of  them. 


It 
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jt  js  Worthy  of  observation,  that  this  is  the  firft  mom 
ey  tranfaction  which  we  read  of  in  the  world.  Till 
then,  and  long  after,  both  among  the  posterity  of 
Abraham  and  other  nations,  wealth  was  eftimated  by 
the  number  and  quality  of  cattle  ;  and  cattle  were 
the  principal  inftruments  of  commerce.  I  hus  we 
read  in  many  places  of  Homer,  of  a  coat  of  mail  worth 
an  hundred  oxen  5  a  caldron  worth  twenty  lliecp  $  a 
cup  or  goblet  worth  twelve  lambs  ;  and  t lie  uke.  j  ne 
words  belonging  to  commerce  or  exchange  of  com¬ 
modities,  in  the  Greek  language,  are  moitiy  derived 
from  the  names  of  certain  animals,  by  means  of  which 
that  exchange  was  originally  carried  on.  dhus  the 
word  itfelf  which  fignifies  to  truck  or  commute  one  kind 
of  goods  for  another,  is  derived  from  that  which  fig¬ 
nifies  a  lamb  ;  *  the  verb  which  is  tranflated  to  feti^ 
comes  from  the  noun,  which  tranllated  fignifies  a 
colt  or  young  horfe  5  f  the  Greek  word,  which  in  our 
language  is  to  buy ,  comes  from  that  which  fignifies 
an  afs  :  J  the  term  that  denotes  rent  or  revenue ,  and 
that  which  fignifies  a  Jheep ,  are  of  kindred  composition 
and  import.  §  A  criminal,  according  to  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  his  guilt,  was  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  four, 
twelve,  or  an  hundred  oxen.  Jj  A  wealthy  psrfon  is 
called  a  man  of  many  lambs.  Two  rival  brothers  are 
reprefented  in  Hefiod,  as  fighting  with  each  other 
about  the  Jheep  of  their  father ;  that  is,  contending 
who  fhould  be  his  heir.  But  even  fo  early  as  the 
time  of  Abraham,  we  find  filver  employed  as  a  more 
commodious  mean  of  traffic  ;  and  the  concurrence 
of  all  civilized  and  commercial  nations  to  this  day, 
in  employing  the  precious  metals  for  this  purpofe,  is 
a  proof  how  early  men  learned  the  wifdom  of  this 
world ;  and  difeovers  to  us,  how  readily  they  invent, 
how  accurately  they  reafon,  and  how  prudently  they 
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aft,  in  matters  that  are  conducive  to  their  temporal 
interefi  and  advantage.  But  to  return— 

By  the  death  of  Sarah,  the  care  and  anxiety  about 
the  dear  object  of  their  common  affeftion  becomes  nat¬ 
urally  much  increafed  to  the  furviving  parent.  Ifaac 
was  now  arrived  at  man’s  eftate,  and  it  is  fit  that  the 
heir  of  the  promife  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  a  family  of 
his  own.  For  how  are  the  promifes  of  God  brought 
into  effect,  but  by  the  intervention  of  the  means  which 
nature  and  providence  have  appointed?  Abraham, 
with  the  folicitude  of  a  good  father,  is  defirous  of 
matching  his  fon,  rather  prudently  and  pioufly,  than 
nobly  or  wealthily.  In  thefe  days  of  fimplicity  and 
nature,  the  partner  for  life  was  fought  after,  not  for 
the  largenefs  of  her  poffeffions  ;  but  gold,  and  filver, 
and  jewels,  were  employed  to  court  beauty  and  virtue 
to  their  proper  fphere  of  importance  and  ufefulnefs 
in  life.  Abraham  judges  it  unwife  to  marry  his  fon 
into  a  Hittite  family,  becaufe  they  had  deviated  from 
the  worfhip  of  the  true  God*  He  could  efteem  their 
hofpitality,  kindnefs,  and  civility,  as  they  deferved, 
without  falling  in  love  with  their  religion.  And  he 
who  cannot  make  this  diftinftion  muff  either  be  un¬ 
faithful  to  God,  or  unfriendly  to  man.  Affefting 
view  of  the  corruption  and  degeneracy  of  human  na¬ 
ture  !  that  Ifaac,  the  fon  of  faithful  Abraham,  fhould 
be  deemed  in  greater  danger  of  being  perverted  by  an 
idolatrous  wife,  than  that  a  woman  of  Canaan  fhould 
be  converted  to  the  worfhip  of  the  living  and  true 
God,  by  a  believing  hufband. 

Ifaac,  it  would  appear,  devoted  to  retirement  and 
contemplation,  little  attached  himfelf  to  the  concerns 
of  this  life  ;  the  management  of  his  affairs  and  his 
fettlement  in  the  world,  he  leaves  to  the  wifdom  of 
his  father,  and  the  fidelity  of  an  ancient  domeftic. 
The  journey  of  that  fervant  into  Mefopotamia,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  it,  belong  more  properly  to  the  hiftory 
of  Ifaac.  As  far  as  Abraham  is  concerned  in  it,  we 
behold  a  holy  man  acknowledging  God  in  all  his 
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ways,  and  making  the  ordinary  concerns  of  life  a  re¬ 
ligious  lervice  :  and  we  fee  God,  in  return,  directing 

every  ftep  to  a  happy  ihne. 

Having  feen  his  beloved  fon  fettled  entirely  to  hiss 

fatisfa&ion,  he  enters  again  himfelf  into  the  honouvar 
bie  late  of  marriage,  and  is  bleled  in  it  by  a  progeny 
of  fix  ions  and  ten  grand-children  born  in  his^  life¬ 
time.  In  order  to  prevent  flrife  after  his  deain,  as 
far  as  human  fagacity  and  forefight  could  do  it,  and 
knowing  that  property  is  the  great  lource  o!  conten¬ 
tion  among  men,  he  let  ties  his  worldly  anaiis,  be¬ 
queathing  the  great  bulk  of  his  fortune  to  liaac,  the 
fon  of  his  firft  and  principal  wife ;  following  in  this 
the  deftination  of  Providence,  and  fulfilling  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  covenant  under  which  Rebekah  was  indu¬ 
ced  to  become  Ilaac’s  wife.  He  makes  a  fuitable  pro- 
yifion  for  the  younger  branches  of  his  family,  and 
fends  them,  by  dint  of  his  paternal  authority,  into  a 
dilant  part  of  the  country,  while  he  yet  lived,  that 
the  quiet  and  peaceable  temper  of  Ifaac  might  not  be 
expofed  to  dilurbance  and  trouble,  from  the  neigh-* 
bourhood  of  ambitious,  violent,  or  avaricious  brothers* 
after  his  death. 

That  fatal  period  at  length  overtakes  him  alfo,  and 
he  comes  to  the  grave,  like  as  a  fhock  of  corn  com- 
eth  in  hjs  feafon,”  in  a  good  old  age,  <c  an  old  man* 
and  full  of  years,”  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  three- 
fcore  and  fifteen.  A  life  fherter  by  far  than  any  we 
have  hitherto  flu  died,  but  much  fuller  of  incidents 
and  events.  A  life  chequered  with  uncommon  trials* 
and  bleflings  as  extraordinary.  A  life  diftinguHhcd 
by  the  molt  brilliant  virtues  which  adorn  human  na¬ 
ture,  but  not  wholly  exempted  from  its  frailties  and 
infirmities.  Abraham  purchafed  a  grave  for  Sarah, 
Alas !  he  was  only  providing  a  habitation  for  himfelf ! 
How  fhort,  how  unimportant  the  diftance  between 
the  funeral  rites  which  we  prepare,  and  thole  which 
are  prepared  for  us  ! 

But  can  this  be  all  that  God  intended  to  bellow 
upon  our  patriarch  by  premiss  fo  lofty,  conveyed  in 
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language  fo  folemn  ?  Was  it  for  this  he  was  called 
to  leaye  his  country  and  his  father’s  houfe  ?  Did  vif* 
ion  upon  vifion,  covenant  upon  covenant,  promife  up¬ 
on  promife,  conduct  only  to  a  little  cave  in  Hebron  ? 
Was  the  favour  of  the  almighty,  the  all-bountiful 
Jehovah,  expreffed  to  the  man  whom  he  dignified  by 
the  title  of  his  friend,  only  by  fuch  things  as  are  the 
common  gifts  of  his  providence  to  all,  and  which  are 
often  bellowed  on  the  viieft  and  moft  worthlefs  of 
mankind  ?  If  the  grave  were  to  terminate  the  exigence 
of  man,  fuch  queftions  would  be  indeed  of  difficult 
folution.  But  the  difficulty  of  them  fcatters  and  dif- 
perfes  before  one  word  of  God,  fpoken  three  hundred 
and  thirty  years  after  the  patriarch’s  death,  even  to 
Mofes  at  the  buffi  in  Horeb.  I  am  the  God  of  Abra¬ 
ham.  His  relation  to  God  was  as  entire  three  cen¬ 
turies  after  his  body  was  confirmed  in  dull  in  Mach- 
pelah,  as  when  he  was  entertaining  angels  in  Mamre, 
or  facrificing  upon  Mount  Moriah.  “  God  is  not 
the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living.”  To  Him, 
and  for  Him,  and  with  Him,  now  live  the  faithful 
of  all  paft  ages ;  and  precious  is  their  very  duft  in  his 
fight,  judge  nothing  then  before  the  time,  till  the 
day  come  which  ffiall  unfold  the  purpofe  of  Heaven, 
which  ffiall  clear  up  the  myftery  of  providence,  and 
fully  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man. 

It  appears  that  fome  intercourfe  between  Iffimaei 
and  his  father’s  family  had  been  kept  up  ;  for  we 
find  him  apprized  of  Abraham’s  death,  and  affifting 
at  his  funeral.  He  mull  be  a  wild  man  indeed,  not 
to  have  been  tamed,  at  leaf:  into  a  temporary  borrow, 
by  fuch  an  event,  and  melted  into  forgetfulnefs  of  all 
paft  refentments,  by  the  death  of  a  father.  Provi¬ 
dence  wifely  produces  this  good  effect,  by  the  common 
calamities  wherewith  families  are  vifited  ;  they  tend 
to  reconcile  the  alienated,  they  extinguiffi  bitternefs 
and  ftrife,  they  re-kindle  the  dying  embers  of  filial 
duty  and  brotherly  love.  Ifaac  and  Iffimaei,  men  of 
different  natures,  of  oppofite  interefts,  rivals  from  the 
womb,  forget  all  animofity,  and  mingle  tears  over  a 

father’s  tomb.  ^ 
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It  remains,  in  conformity  to  our  plan,  that  we  point 
out  in  a  few  particulars,  the  refemblance  betwixt 
Abraham  and  Chrift,  that  we  may  fee  wherein  the 
former  typified  the  latter. 

Abraham,  at  God’s  command*  leaving  his  country, 
and  his  father’s  houfe,  points  to  us  obviouily,  Jefus, 
at  the  fulnefs  of  time,  leaving  heaven’s  glory  and  the 
bofom  of  the  Father,  and  coming  into  our  world  and 
living  a  pilgrim  and  a  ftranger  in  it.  Abraham,  in  a 
land  which  was  his  own  by  the  gift  and  promile  of 
God,  neverthelefs  obtained  no  fixed  refidence  in  it, 
but  wandered  about  from  place  to  place  ;  Jefus,  in  a 
world  which  he  made  and  upholds,  which  is  his  by 
the  molt  undeniable  title,  was  without  a  place  where  to 
lay  his  head.  Abraham  was  called  the  friend  of  God, 
and  to  him  God  communicated  his  purpofes  of  mer¬ 
cy  and  of  judgment ;  Jefus,  the  only  begotten  Son, 
who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  and  knows  inti¬ 
mately  the  mind  of  the  Lord,  he  hath  declared  him. 
With  Abraham  God  eftablifhed  the  political  covenants 
which  fecured  to  him  and  his  family  the  poileftion  ot 
Canaan,  and  all  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  bleflings  of 
a  tranfitory  and  preparatory  economy  ;  Jefus  is  the 
Mediator  of  a  better  covenant,  eftabliihed  upon  better 
promifes  ;  even  the  covenant  of  redemption,  whereby 
the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  eternal  life,  are  made 
fure  to  all  his  fpiritual  feed  ;  for  thus  it  is  written  of 
him,  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen,  I 
have  fworn  unto  David  my  fervant,  thy  feed  will  I 
eftabliih  forever,  and  build  up  thy  throne  to  all  gen¬ 
erations  and  “  according  to  his  abundant  mercy 
he  hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the 
refurrefiion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  to  an  in¬ 
heritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 
not  away.”  In  Abraham  we  venerate  the  natural 
head  of  a  great  family,  raifed  up,  multiplied,  preferv- 
ed  and  diftinguiihed  by  the  hand  of  Providence  to 
this  day.  Of  Chrift,  “  the  whole  family  of  heaven,’3 
and  all  the  families  of  the  earth  “  are  named,’0 
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and  he  is  before  all  things  and  by  him  all  things 
confift.”  Abraham  (lands  forth  the  typifical  repre¬ 
sentative,  father,  and  pattern  of  believers  ;  Chriit  is 
the  head  of  the  body,  the  church,”  the  real  fource 
of  a  fpiritual  and  divine  life  to  all  them  who  believe. 

Abraham's  ihterceffion  in  behalf  of  Sodom,  and 
Chrift’s  lamentation  over  Jerufalem,  are  a  beautiful 
and  ftriking  counterpart  to  each  other.  The  facrifices 
which  Abraham  and  Chriit  refpeCtively  offered  up 
unto  God,  wonderfully  illuftrate  and  explain  one  an¬ 
other. 


But  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  marks  of  refemblance* 
who  does  not  by  a  glance  difcern  as  many  characters 
of  diffimilitude  ;  and  an  infinite  fupenority  claimed 
by  Him  who  in  all  things  muff  have  the  pre-emi¬ 
nence?”  Who  (hall  declare  his  generation,  who  faith 
of  himfelf  “  before  Abraham  was,  1  am  ?”  Abraham 
was  a  man  of  like  pailions  with  us5  and  even  the  father 
of  the  faithful  {tumbled  and  fell ;  Jefus  was  “  holy, 
harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  feparate  from  fmners,”  and 
the  prince  of  this  world  himfelf,  when  he  came,  found 
nothing  in  him.  Abraham  was  ready  to  offer  up 
Ifaac  ;  "thrift  adually  offered  himfelf  “  a^  facrifice  of 
a  fweet  fmelling  favour  unto  God.”  ihe  faith  of 
Abraham  could  not  redeem  him  from  death  ;  the 
power  of  Chriit  triumphed  over  the  grave.  The 
firft  covenants,  being  of  a  temporary  nature,  having 
fulfilled  their  defign,  are  paffed  away.  The  New  Tefi 
lament  in  the  blood  of  thrift  being  for  evenafting, 
continues  in  full  force,  and  (hall  laft  while  fun  and 
moon  endure,  nay,  when  “  all  thefe  things  (hall  be 

diffolved”  .  , 

Being  arrived  at  one  of  the  great  epochs  in  the  hn- 

lory  of  the  world,  we  (hall  juft  for  a  moment  look 

back,  and  mark  the  link  which  connected  this  period 

with  the  flood,  and  even  with  the  antediluvian  world  ; 

giving  you  only  names  and  dates  for  the  fake  of  brev- 

itv.  Shem  the  fecond  fon  of  Noah,  and  father  of 

Arphaxad  and  of  all  the  cmluren  oi  Heoei,  to  whonx 
t  '  the 
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the  family  jewel,  that  is,  the  promife  of  the  Mefiiah,. 
was  committed,  who  faw  two  of  the  great  calamities 
of  the  world  and  outlived  them,  the  deluge,  and  the 
confufion  of  languages*  and  who  lived  no  doubt  to 
fee  and  rejoice  in  Abraham  and  Ifaac  as  the  heirs  of 
the  promife  ;  Shem,  I  fay,  is  the  grettt  link  of  thele 
two  eras  of  the  world*  For,  he  lived  before  the  flood 
ninety-eight  years,  and  after  it  five  hundred  and  two  $ 
of  confequence  he  died  only  twenty-five  years  before 
Abraham*  His  life  accordingly  may  be  calculated 
thus,  with  regard  to  the  great  perfons  and  events  with 
which  he  was  conne&ed.  Before  the  flood  he  liv¬ 
ed  ninety-eight  years.  After  the  birth  of  his  o\Vn 
ion  Arphaxad  five  hundred.  After  the  death  of  Ar- 
phaxad  fixty-one.  After  the  death  of  Noah  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-two.  After  the  confufion  of  tongues 
three  hundred  and  forty- eight. .  After  the  death  of 
Sarah  thirteen.  Before  the  birth  of  Jacob  ten.  Be¬ 
fore  the  birth  of  Mofes  two  hundred  and  feventy- 
five.  When  Abraham  was  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  old,  Ifaac  fifty,  and  before  the  defcent  into 
Egypt  one  hundred  and  forty.  The  chronology  of 
Abraham’s  life,  according  to  the  fcripture  account, 
ftands  thus.  He  died  in  the  one  hundred  and  feven- 
ty-fi'fth  year  of  his  age,  and  of  the  world  two  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  and  eighty-three.  Before  the  birth 
of  Chrifl  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one.  After  he  difcomfited  and  flew  Chedeiaomer  and 
the  other  kings  ninety-one.  After  the  intended  facri- 
fice  of  Ifaac  fifty.  After  the  death  of  Sarah  thirty- 
eight.  After  his  marriage  with  Keturah  thirty-five. 
After  the  death  of  Shem  twenty-five.  Before  the  de- 

J 

fcent  into  Egypt  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  When. 
Ifaac  was  feventy-five  years  old  ;  Efau  and  Jacob  fif¬ 
teen  ;  Ifhmael  eighty-nine,  and  Hcber  his  great  grand¬ 
father,  from  whom  the  name  of  Hebrew  comes,  four 
hundred  and  fixty.  “  By  faith  he  fojourned  in  the 
land  of  promife  as  in  a  ftrange  country,  dwelling  in 
tents  with  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  the  heirs  with  him  of  the 
fame  promife,”  and  when  he  gave  up  the  ghcft,  was 

buried 
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buried  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah  near  Mamre,  by  his 
ions  Ifaac  and  Ifhmael. 

And  thus,  my  dear  friends,  we  have,  through  the 
help  of  God,  finifhed  the  firft  part  of  the  plan  of  thefe 
Ledtures.  And  the  feafon  of  interruption  and  fepara- 
tion  being  now  come,  permit  me,  with  a  heart  over¬ 
flowing  with  affefliion  and  gratitude,  to  return  you 
my  fmcere  thanks,  for  your  regular  attendance  and 
patient  attention.  You  were  invited  hither  with 
much  humility  and  diffidence  ;  you  have  come  hither 
with  much  alacrity  and  fteadineis,  and  you  muft  not 
depart  hence,  without  bearing  along  with  you  the 
grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Lecturer.  He  has 
the  confolation  of  believing,  that  as  neither  he,  nor 
his  undertaking,  are  the  creatures  of  party,  or  of  hu¬ 
man  fyftem,  nor  aim  at  any  inter  efts  but  thole  or  vir¬ 
tue,  good  fenfe,  and  religion  ;  fo  they  have  been  en¬ 
couraged  by  wife  and  good  men  of  various  fefts  and 
denominations.  He  humbly  hopes  he  has  interfered 
with  the  happinefs,  fame  or  ulefulnefs  of  no  good 
man  whatever.  If  he  has  led  any  one  to  read  the  bi- 
ble  more  carefully,  to  trace  the  connexion  betwixt  the 
Old  and  New  Teftament  characters,  inftitutions,  and 
events,  more  accurately  ;  to  trace  the  ways  of  Provi¬ 
dence  more  clofely  ;  or  to  feel  the  powers  of  a  world 
to  come  fenfibly,  verily  he  has  his  reward. 

But  he  affedts  not  faftidioufly  to  undervalue  fome 
confiderations  of  inferior  importance  :  he  dwells  with 
fecret  delight  on  the  difmterefted  attachment  and  gen¬ 
erous  fervices  of  his  private  friends  :  his  heart  glows 
at  the  public  marks  of  regard  he  has  received  ;  and 
the  temporal  emolument  ariftng  from  his  labours^  he 
receives  with  much  thankfulnefs  to  you,,  and  to  tnat 
kind  Providence,  which  is  pleafed  to  fniile  upon  an¬ 
other  effort  to  rear  up  a  numerous  family.  May  the 
kindnefs  you  have  fhewn  the  preacher  return  a  thou- 
fand  fold  upon  your  own  heads.  The  God  of  love  be 
with  you  all.  Amen. 
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fame  nighty  and  faid ,  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham  thy. 
father  ;  fear  not ,  for  1  am  with  thee ,  and  will  blefs 
thee ,  and  multiply  thy  feed ,  yi?r  tay  fervant  Abraham' s 
fake .  he  builded  an  altar  there ,  called  upon 

the  name  of  the  Lord ,  J  pitched  his  tent  there :  and 
there  Ifaac’s  fervants  digged  a  well. 
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Hiftory  of  Ifaac.  51 

Gen.  xxvii.  i — 5. — • And  it  came  to  pafs  that  when  Ifaac 
was  old ,  and  his  eyes  were  dim ,  fo  that  he  could  not 
fee ,  he  called  Efau  his  eldejl  fon ,  w/2/0  him , 

.My  fon  :  and  he  faid  unto  him ,  Behold  here  am  /. 

he  faid ,  Behold  now-,  I  am  old ,  /  know  not  the 
day  of  my  death .  i\W  therefore  take ,  I  pray  thee ,  /Ay 
weapons ,  /Ay  quiver ,  /Ay  bow ,  g#  0«/  to  the 

field,  and  take  me  feme  venifon  :  and  make  me  favour y 
meat,  fuch  as  1  love,  and  bring  it  to  me,  that  I  may  eat, 
that  my  foul  may  blefs  thee,  before  I  die .  Rebek - 

ah  heard  when  Ifaac  fpake  to  Efau  his  fon  ;  and  Efaii 
went  to  the  field  to  hunt  for  venifon,  and  to  bring  it. 
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Gen.  xxv.  27 — 34. — MwaT  /A^  fojrr  grew  ;  and  Efau 
was  a  cunning  hunter,  a  mail  of  the  field :  and  Jacob 
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Efau,  becaufe  he  did  eat  of  his  venifon  ;  but  Rebekah 
loved  Jacob.  And  Jacob  fod  pottage  :  and  Efau  came 
from  the  field,  and  he  was  faint .  And  Efau  faid  to 

'Jacob, 


Jacob,  Feed  me,  I pray  thee,  with  that  fame  red  pottage, 
for  I  a?n  faint  ;  therefore  was  his  name  called  Edovi. 
And  Jacob  faid.  Sell  me  this  day  thy  birth-right .  And 
Efau  f aid.  Behold,  Lam  at  the  point  to  die :  and  what 
prof t  fh  all  this  birth-right  do  to  me?  And  Jacob  faid, 
Sware  to  me  this  day :  and  he  fware  unto  him  :  and  he 
fold  his  birth -right  unto  Jacob .  Then  Jacob  gave  Efau 
bread  and  pottage  of  lentiles,  and  he  did  eat,  and  drink, 

and  rofe  up,  and  went  his  way :  thus  Efau  defpifed  his 
birth-right . 
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Gen.  xxvui.  5,  10. — And  Ifaac  fent  away  Jacob ,  and 
he  went  to  Padan-aram,  unto  Laban ,  fon  of  Bethuel, 
the  Syrian,  the  brother  of  Rebekah,  Jacob's  and  Efau') 

mother.  And  Jacob  went  out  fro)n  Beer-fheba,  and 
went  towards  Haran. 
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Hiftory  of  Jacob.  8s 

Gen.  xxix.  20.  And  Jacob  ferved  feven  years  for  Ra- 

coel :  and  they  feemed  unto  him  but  a  few  days,  for  the 
love  he  had  to  her.  '  J  J 


LECTURE  VIII. 

Hiftory  of  Jacob.  y6 

Gen.  xxx.  25 — 30. — And  it  came  topafs,  when  Rachel 
bad  borne  Jofeph,  that  Jacob  faid  unto  Laban,  Send  me 

away. 
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away,  that  I  may  go  unto  mine  own  place ,  and  to  my  coun¬ 
try.  Give  me  my  wives ,  and  my  children,  for  whom 
1  have  ferved  thee,  and  let  me  go :  for  thou  knowejl  my 
fervice  which  I  have  done  thee.  And  Laban  faid  un¬ 
to  him,  I  pray  thee,  if  I  have  found  favour  in  thine 
eyes,  tarry  *  for  l  have  learned  by  experience,  that  Use 
Lord  hath  bleffed  me  for  thy  fake.  And  he  faid,  Ap¬ 
point  me  thy  wages,  and  I  will  give  it.  ^  And  he  faia 
unto  him,  ‘Thou  knowejl  how  I  have  ferved  thee,  and  how 
thy  cattle  was  with  me.  For  it  was  little  which  thou 
hadfl  before  I  came :  and  it  is  now  increafed  unto  a 
multitude !  And  the  Lord  hath  blejjed  thee  fence  my 
coming  :  and  now  when  fhall  I  provide  for  mine  own 

houfe  alfo 

LECTURE  IX. 

Hiftory  of  Jacob.  109 

Gen.  xxxii.  cy—w.—And  Jacob  faid,  0  God  of  my  fa¬ 
ther  Abraham,  and  God  of  my  father  Ifaac,  the  Lord 
which  faidjl  unto  me.  Return  unto  thy  country,  and  to  thy 
kindred,  and  I  will  deal  well  with  thee  ;  I  am  not  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  leafl  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth, 
which  thou  haflfhewed  unto  thy  fervant :  for  with  my 
fluff  I  puffed  over  this  Jordan,  and  now  I  am  become 
two  bands.  Deliver  me,  l pray  thee,  from  the  hand  of 
my  brother,  from  the  hand  of  Efau  :  for  l fear  him,  j 
he  will  come  and  finite  me,  and  the  mother  with  the 

children. 
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Gen.  xlii.  36 — 38. — And  Jacob  their  father  faid  unto 
them ,  Me  have  ye  bereaved  of  my  children  ;  Jofeph  is 


CONTENTS. 


not  and  Simeon  is  not ,  and  ye  will  take  Benjamin 
away  •  all  thefe  things  are  againjl  me.  And  Reuben 
fpake  unto  his  father ,  faying.  Slay  my  two  fans ,  if  f 
bring  him  not  to  thee  :  deliver  him  into  my  hand ,  and  / 
•will  bring  him  to  thee  again.  And  he  faid.  My  fon Jhall 
not  go  down  with  you  :  for  his  brother  is  dead ,  and  he 
is  left  alone  :  if  mif chief  befal  him  by  the  way  in  the 
which  ye  go,  then  Jhall  ye  bring  down  my  grey  hairs  with 
for  row  to  the  grave. 


LECTURE  XL 


Hiftory  of  Jacob  and  Jofeph,  135 


Gen.  xxxvii.  3,  4. — Now  Ifrael  loved  Jofeph  more  than 
all  his  children ,  becaufe  he  was  the  fon  of  his  old  age  ; 
and  he  made  him  a  coat  of  many  colours .  And  when 
his  brethren  faw  that  their  father  loved  him  more  than 
all  his  brethren ,  they  hated  him ,  and  could  not  fpeak 
peaceably  unto  him . 


LECTURE  XII. 


Hiftory  of  Jofeph 
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Gen.  xxxix.  2—6.— And  the  Lord  was  with  Jofeph , 
and  he  was  a  profperous  man *  and  he  was  in  the  houfe 
of  his  majler  the  Egyptian.  And  his  mafter  faw  that 
the  Lord  was  with  him ,  and  that  the  Lord  made  all 
that  he  did  to  profper  in  his  hand .  And  Jofeph  found 
grace  in  his  fight ?  and  he  ferved  him  :  and  he  made 
him  overfeer  over  his  houfe >  and  all  that  he  had  he  put 
into  his  hand.  And  it  came  to  pajiy  from  the  time  that 
he  had  made  him  overfeer  in  his  houfe ?  and  over  all  that 
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he  had ,  iaat  the  Lord  ble fifed  the  Egyptian’s  houfe  for 
Jofeph’ s  fake  :  and  the  blejfing  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
all  that  he  had  in  the  houfe ,  and  in  the  field.  And  he 
left  all  that  toe  had  in  Jofeph’ s  hand  ;  and  he  knew 
not  ought  he  had,fave  the  bread  which  he  did  eat :  and 
Jofeph  was  a  goodly  p  erf  on *  and  well  favoured . 


LECTURE  XIII. 

Hiftory  of  Jofeph.  1e2 

Gen.  xli.  38 — 44. — And  Pharaoh  faid  unto  his  fer - 
wants ,  Can  we  find fiuch  a  one  as  this  is,  a  man  in  whom 
the  Spirit  of  God  is  ?  And  Pharaoh  faid  unto  Jofeph , 
Forafnuch  as  God  hath  J hewed  thee  all  this,  there  is 
none  fo  difcreet  and  wife  as  thou  art :  thou  Jhalt  be  over 
?ny  houfe ,  and  according  unto  thy  word  ft  jail  all  my  peo¬ 
ple  be  ruled :  only  in  the  throne  will  I  be  greater  than 
thou.  And  Pharaoh  faid  unto  Jofeph ,  See ,  I  have  fet 
thee  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  Pharaoh  took  off 
his  ring  from  his  hand,  and  put  it  upon  Jofeph’ s  hand, 
and  arrayed  him  inveftures  of  fine  linen,  and  put  a  gold 
chain  about  his  neck  :  and  he  made  him  to  ride  in  the 
fecond  chariot  which  he  had :  and  they  cried  before  him , 
Bow  the  knee :  and  he  made  him  rider  over  all  the  land 
of  Egypt.  And  Pharaoh  faid  unto  Jofeph ,  lam  Pha¬ 
raoh  ;  and  without  thee  Jhall  no  man  lift  up  his  hand  or 
foot  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt . 
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Hiftory  of  Jofeph.  v«7 

Gen.  xlv.  3 — 3. — And  Jofeph  faid  unto  his  brethren ,  I 
am  Jofeph  5  doth  my  father  yet  live  ?  And  his  brethren 
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mild  not  anfwer  him  :  for  they  were  troubled  at  his 
prefence .  And  Jofeph  faid  unto  his  brethren ,  Come  near 
to  me,  I  pray  you  :  and  they  came  near ,  and  he  faid ,  / 
am  Jofeph  your  brother ,  whom  ye  fold  into  Egypt. 
Now  therefore  be  not  grieved  nor  angry  with  your f elves, 
that  ye  fold  me  hither ,  for  God  did  fend  me  before  you , 
preferve  life. 

LECTURE  XV. 

Hiftory  of  Jacob  and  Jofeph.  191 

Gen.  xlv.  24 — 28. — So  he  fent  his  brethren  away ,  and 
they  departed:  and  he  faid  unto  them ,  See  that  ye  fail 
not  out  by  the  way.  And  they  went  up  out  of  Egypt, 
and  came  into  the' land  of  Canaan  unto  facob  their  fa¬ 
ther  ;  and  told  him,  faying,  Jofeph  is  yet  alive,  and  he 
is  governor  over  all  the  land,  of  Egypt.  And  Jacob's 
heart  fainted,  for  he  believed  them  not.  And  they  told 
him  all  the  words  of  Jofeph,  which  he  had  faid  unto 
them  :  and  when  he  faw  the  waggons  which  Jofeph  had 
fent  to  carry  him,  the  fpirit  of  Jacob  their  father  reviv¬ 
ed.  And  Ifrael faid.  It  is  enough  :  Jofeph  my  fon  is  yet 
alive  :  I  will  go  and  fee  him  before  I  die. 

LECTURE  XVI. 

Hiftory  of  Jacob  and  Jofeph.  205 

Gen.  xlix.  i,  33. — And  Jacob  called  unto  his  fons ,  and 
faid ,  Gather  y  our f elves  together ,  that  I  may  tell  you 
that  which  fhall  befal  you  in  the  loft  days. — And  when 
Jacob  had  made  an  end  of  commanding  his  fons ,  he  gath¬ 
ered  up  his  feet  into  the  bed ,  and  yielded  up  the  ghoJl9 
and  was  gathered  unto  his  people. 
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LECTURE  XVIi. 

Hiftory  of  Jofeph.  2l8 

i* 

Gen.  1.  zy—zo  .——And  jofeph  faid  unto  his  brethren,  I 
die  :  and  God  will  fur ely  vijit  you,  and  bring  you  out  of 
this  land ,  unto  the  land  which  he  f ware  unto  Abraham , 
to  Ifaac ,  and  to  Jacob.  And  Jofeph  took  an  oath  of  the 
children  of  I  fra  el,  faying ,  God  will  fur  ely  vifit  you ,  and 
ye  fall  carry  up  my  bones  from  hence .  So  Jofeph  died \ 

aeing  an  hundred  and  ten  years  old  :  and  they  embalm - 
ed  him ,  and  he  was  put  in  a  coffin  in  Egypt . 


LECTURE  XVIII. 

Hiftory  of  Mofes.  23Q 

\ 

Exod.  ii.  i  —  lo.—And  there  went  a  man  of  the  hoi fe  of 
Levi ,  and  look  to  wife  a  daughter  of  Levi .  And  the 
woman  conceived ,  and  bare  a  fon  •  and  when  fie  faw 
him  that  he  zvas  a  goodly  child ,  fie  hid  him  three 
months.  And  zvhen  fie  could  no  longer  hide  him ,  [he 
took  for  him  an  ark  of  bulrufies ,  and  daubed  it  with 
j lime  and  with  pitch ,  and  put  the  child  therein ;  and 
fie  laid  it  in  the  flags  by  the' river  s  brink.  And  his 
flfler  flood  afar  off  to  zvit  what  would  be  done  to  him . 
And  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  came  down  to  zvafi  herfe/f 
at  the  river,  and  her  maidens  walked  along  by  the  river  s 
fide  :  and  zvhen  fie  faw  the  ark  among  the  fags ,  (he  fent 
her  maid  to  fetch  it.  And  when  fie  had  opened  it,  fie 
faw  the  child:  and  behold  the  babe  wept .  And  fie 
had  compaffion  on  him ,  and  faid.  This  is  one  of  the  He - 
brew's  children.  Then  faid  his  ffler  to  PharaoJi s 
daughter ,  Shall  I  go,  and  call  to  thee  a  nnrfs  of  the  He¬ 
brew 
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brew  women,  that  Jhe  may  nurfe  the  child  fort^eJ 
And  Pharaoh’s  daughter  Jatd  unto  her ,  Oo.  Awl  the 

iaid  went,  and  called  the  child’ s  mother  And  Pha¬ 
raoh’s  daughter  [aid  unto  her ,  Take  this  cntld  away,  and 

4  *  /  f  ^jZSitiy '22* 

the  woman  took  f  uJ  Pharaoh's  daughter , 

iTJie  team  her  fit :  and  Jhe  called  f  ' 

and  jhe  /aid,  Becaufe  l  drew  httn  out  of  th  vaW  ■ 
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ZECHARIAH  1.  5,  6. 

Tour  fathers ,  where  are  they  ?  and  the  prophets , 

live  forever  ?  But  my  words  and  my  Jlatutes ,  which  / 
commanded  my  fervants  the  prophets ,  J/V/  they  not  take 
hold  of  your  fathers  ?  And  they  returned  and  faid ,  Like 
as  the  Lord  of  hofts  thought  to  do  unto  us,  according  to 
eur  ways,  and  according  to  our  doings y  fo  hath  he  dealt 
with  us* 

Reflections  upon  the  (hortnefs  of  human  life, 

and  the  uncertainty  of  fublunary  enjoyments,  natur¬ 
ally  prefent  themfelves,  in  the  various  changes  which 
we  daily  obferve,  and  daily  feel.  But  alas,  our  re¬ 
flections  are  too  fuperficial  and  tranfitory,  to  produce 
habitual  fuperiority  to  the  world,  uniform  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  will  of  God,  and  efficacious  impreflions 
ot  eternity.  Wafting  and  decaying  every  hour,  we 
form  and  profecute  fchemes  for  futurity,  as  if  our 
ftrength  were  the  ftrength  of  (tones,  and  our  bones 
brats.”  Reafoning  and  refle&ing  as  men,  we  live  and 

a  Ql 
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act  as  children  ;  and  ptirfue  the  bauble  of  the  mo-» 
merit,  as  if  it  were  “  the  pearl  of  great  priced* 
vVhen  the  drama  of  human  life  is  ended,  and  the  cur¬ 
tain  drops,  lo,  it  has  fhrunk  to  a  meafure  fo  fmall, 
and  contains  events  of  fo  little  importance,  that  it  is 
difficult  to  render  a  reafon  why  man  fhould  have  ex¬ 
ited  at  all  ;  and  we  are  conftrained  to  cry  out  with  the 
pfahnift,  cc  Verily,  every  man  at  his  belt  flate  is  alto¬ 
gether  vanity ;  lurely  every  man  walketh  in  a  vain 
ihew;  furely  they  are  difquieted  in  vain.”* 

But  my  text  greatly  relieves  this  apparent  infignif- 
icancy  of  our  fleeting  exiftence  in  this  world,  by  con¬ 
veying  to  us  this  important  idea,  that  the  Divine 
Providence  is  carrying  on  its  great  and  wife  defigns, 
by  feeble,  fhort-lived,  and  even  worth lefs  inftruments. 
And  the  date  of  our  latter  end  is  wifely  and  merciful¬ 
ly  hid  from  our  eyes  ;  and  every  man  is  taught  to 
confider  himfelf,  his  life,  his  addons,  as  of  import 
tance,  that  we  may  exert  ourfelves  to  the  laft,  and 
do  with  our  might  whatfoever  our  hands  findeth  to 
do.”  Though  odr  fathers  are  no  more,  and  the 
prophets  do  not  live  forever ,  yet  the  words  and  Jlatutes 
which  God  commanded  his  fervants  the  prophets, 
took  hold  of  our  fathers,  and  they  returned  and 
faid.  Like  as  the  Lord  of  holts  thought  to  do  unto  us, 
according  to  our  ways  and  according  to  our  doings, 
fo  hath  he  dealt  with  us.’5  This  leads  us,  in  a  diredt 
road,  to  make  a  juft  eftimate  of  the  lives  and  adtions 
of  other  men ;  and  to  confider  ferioufly  how  we 
ought  to  order  our  own  converfation,  how  we  ought 
to  fpend  our  own  days  and  years. 

In  the  preceding  Courfe  of  thefe  Ledtures  we  en¬ 
deavoured,  beginning  at  Adam,  and  ending  with 
Abraham,  hiAorically  to  delineate,  and  pradtically  to 
mprove,  the  lives  of  thofe  venerable  men,  by  whom 
the  world  was  firft  peopled,  indlrudfed  and  governed  : 
and  who,  in  their  perfons,  by  their  adtions,  or  the 
events  which  befel  them,  fucceflively  typified,  or  fore¬ 
told 

*  Pfalm  xxxix.  6,  7. 
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told  to  their  contemporaries,  the  great  Saviour  and 
Deliverer  of  the  human  race,  during  a  period  of  more 
than  two  thoufand  years.  By  entering  into  the  i'pirit 
of  the  prophet  Zecnariah,  in  the  words  now  read,  we 
fhall  be  enabled  to  review  that  period  with  profit  and 
delight.  And  this  review  fhall  l'erve  to  introduce  the 
hiftory  of  the  other  lives,  which  the  facred  volume, 
in  fucceflion,  prefents  to  our  obfervation,  and  has 
lketched  for  our  information  and  improvement. 

In  Adam,  we  behold  at  once  our  natural  firft  fa¬ 
ther,  and  our  federal  head :  from  whom,  as  men,  our 
exiftence  is  derived,  and  by  whofe  conduct  our  char- 
after  has  been  deeply  affefted,  and  our  hate  in  fome 
refpefts  determined.  “  Our  father  Adam,  where  is 
he  ?”  He  fulfilled  his  day,  he  accomplilhed  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  eternal  mind,  he  then  fell  aileep,  and  is 
now  feen  no  more.  But,  however  remote  the  date 
of  his  formation,  and  of  his  death ;  however  diftant 
from  us  the  region  in  which  he  lived,  however  appar¬ 
ently  unconnected  with  us  in  intereft,  in  fame,  or  for¬ 
tune,  we  are,  we  know,  we  feel  ourfelves  deeply  in¬ 
volved  in  what  he  was,  in  what  he  did.  In  Adam, 
we  all  died  ;  we  all  forfeited  a  natural,  and  loft  a  fpir- 
itual  and  divine  life :  and,  in  Adam,  we  received  the 
promifes  which  have  fince  been  fulfilled,  and  to  him 
firft  were  opened  profpefts,  which  the  courfe  of  prov¬ 
idence  has  realized,  even  the  reftoration  of  our  fallen 
nature,  by  one  “  greater  man,”  who  has  regained  for 
us  feats  more  blifsful  than  thofe  from  which  by  tranf- 
g-reffion  he  fell ;  namely,  the  “  feed  of  the  woman, 
who  has  bruifed  the  ferpent’s  head.”  Our  firft  fa¬ 
ther,  where  is  he  ?  Loft  indeed  to  us,  but  not  to  God. 
All  traces  of  him,  excepting  thofe  only  which  perpet¬ 
uate  the  memory  of  his  guilt  and  its  woeful  confe- 
quences,  are  effaced  and  forgotten  ;  but  his  ftation  be¬ 
fore  God  remains  unchanged,  his  importance  undi- 
minilhed.  Dead  to  us,  he  lives  to  Him,  with  whom 

‘  a  thoufand  years  are  as  one  dav,  and  one  day  as  a 
thoufand  years.” 
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Can  we  meditate  upon  the  firfi  man  who  was  created 
upon  the  earth,  without  riling  in  our  thoughts  to  Him 
who  created  him  out  of  the  dull  of  the  ground,  and 
46  breathed  into  his  noftrils  the  breath  of  life  ?  And 
who  has  of  one  blood  formed  all  nations  of  men  to 
inhabit  upon  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.'5  Can  we 
think  of  our  father  after  the  fielh ;  and  not  connect 
with  him  the  idea  of  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven  ? 
Is  not  the  painful  recollection  of  him  in  whom  -all 
diedy  happily  relieved  and  done  away  by  reflecting  on 
the  glorious  fecond  Adam,  in  whom  an  eleCt  world  is 
made  alive ?  And  O,  how  is  the  lofs  of  an  earthly 
paradife  compenfated  by  the  promife  of  “  new  heav¬ 
ens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dweileth  righteoufnefs  ;5> 
that  paradife  of  God,  in  the  midlt  of  which  grows  the 
tree  of  life ,  always  blofifoming,  always  bearing  fruit, 
and  exempted  from  the  dangerous  neighbourhood  of 
the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 

Our  brother  Abely  where  is  he  ?  Cut  off  in  the 
bloom  of  life  ;  fallen,  fallen  by  the  hand  of  a  brother  ; 
but  immortal  by  his  faith  and  piety,  qualities  not  liable 
to  the  ftroke  of  death.  “  By  faith  he  offered  to  God55 
an  excellent  and  an  acceptable  facrifice.  In  prefent- 
ing  the  firftlings  of  his  flock,  he  had  a  refpeCt  to  the 
great  Lamb  of  atonement,  and  thereby,  66  being  dead 
he  yet  fpeaketh.55  Prematurely  taken  away,  but  not 
for  a  crime ;  a  victim  to  malice  and  envy,  he  typified 
«  Meffiah,  the  Prince,  cut  off,  but  not  for  himfelf,” 
crucified  and  flain  in  the  prime  of  life,  by  the  impious 
hands  of  his  neareft  kindred.  And,  living  under  the 
influence  of  the  fame  principle,  we  too  (hall  become 
immortal,  fhall  “  endure  as  feeing  Him  who  is^in- 
vifible,  and  prefent  our  bodies  a  living  facrifice, 
holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  our  reasonable 

ferviceA*  .  . 

In  the  life  and  more  particularly  in  the  exit  of 

the  patriarch  Enoch,  life  and  immortality  were  moie 
r  clearly 

*  Rom.  xii.  r. 
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dearly  brought  to  light.  Hitherto,  men  had  termi¬ 
nated  their  earthly  courfe  by  descending  into  the  grave 
and  feeing  corruption.  But,  when  we  come  to  in* 
■quire  concerning  Enoch,  44  where  is  he  ?”  The  fcrip- 
tures  reply,  44  By  faith  Enoch  was  tranJlated,  that  he 
jhould  not  fee  death  ;  and  was  not  found,  bccaufe 
God  had  tranflated  him :  for  before  his  tranflation  he 
had  this  teftimony,  that  he  pleafed  God.”*  46  He 
w^as  not,  for  God  took  him/'  Our  thoughts  here 
fettle,  not  on  the  gloomy  manlions  of  the  dead,  44  the 
houfe  appointed  for  all  living,”  but  on  the  regions  of 
eternal  day,  irradiated  with  the  glory,  and  beatified 
with  the  prefence  of  God.  We  rife  in  faith  and  hope 
to  that  bright  world  from  which  Chrift  defcended, 
and  to  which,  having  finiflied  his  work,  and  achieved 
his  victory,  he  afterwards  re-afcended,  leading  cap¬ 
tivity  captive.  And  all  who  are  partakers  of  the 
fame  precious  faith  contemplate  with  joy  that  fame 
manfion  of  everlafting  reft,  44  prepared  for  them, 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world,”  and  44  ready  to 
be  revealed  in  the  laft  time,”  when  the  body  (hall  be 
redeemed  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  and  the 
Saviour,  lifted  up  on  high,  fhall  44  draw  all  men  unto 
him.”  In  Enoch  44  walking  with  God,”  and  paffing 
immediately,  foul  and  body,  from  earth  to  heaven, 
the  world  that  then  was,  faw,  in  a  figure,  Him  that 
was  to  come,  whofe  meat  and  drink  it  was  to  do  the 
Will  of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  who  has  opened  a 
paffage,  through  the  very  gates  of  death,  into  the 
heavenly  world,  and  that  not  for  himfelf  only,  but 
for  all  who  believe  on  his  name,  and  who  love  his 
appearing.  Enoch,  our  father,  where  is  he  ?  There, 
O  my  foul !  there,  O  my  chriftian  friend,  where, 
through  *the  grace  that  is  in  Chrifl  Jefus,  we  have 
everlafting  eonfolation,  in  the  good  hope  of  arriving 
alfo.  44  O  death,  where  is  thy  lling !  O  grave, 
Vol.  II.  B  whejg 


*'  Hck  xi.  5* 
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,where  is  thy  vidory  !  Thanks  be  to  God,  who  givetil 
its  the  vidory,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.”* 
Advancing  to  the  times  of  Noah,  we  behold  the 
World  firft  deluged  with  an  overflowing  flood  of 
fin,  and  then  with  an  inundation  of  waters.  The 
meafure  of  human  iniquity  full,  and  the  vials  of  di¬ 
vine  wrath  filled,  in  order  to  punifti  it,  up  to  the 
brim,  and  poured  out  upon  an  impious  generation, 
to  its  utter  extinction  and  ruin.  Neverthelels,  a 
remnant  is  faved,  and  mercy  rejoices  in  the  midft  of 
judgment.  Animated  by  the  fame  principle  which 
infpired  his  venerable  anceftors,  that  principle  which 
gave  value  to  Abel’s  facrifiee,  which  ftrengthened 
Enoch  to  walk  with  God,  and  through  which  he  was 
tranfiated  without  tailing  of  death,  Noah  “  prepared 
an  ark  for  the  faving  of  his  houfe.”  The  hiftory, 
and  method  of  redemption,  by  the  Lord  Jelus  Chrilt, 
are  fo  clearly  prefigured  in  every  part  of  this  wonder¬ 
ful  event,  that  he  who  runs  may  read  them.  Noah, 
a  juft  man,  and  perfect  in  his  generations Noah, 
who  “  walked  with  God,”  and  was  46  a  preacher  of 
righteoufnefs  Noah,  who,  “  warned  of  God  of 
things  not  feen  as  yet,  and  moved  with  fear,  pre¬ 
pared  an  ark  for  the  faving  of  his  houfe,”  is  evidently 
in  all  thefe  charaders  and  adions,  a  type  of  the  Holy 
and  Jiift  One,  whom  the  world  defpifed  and  rejeded  ^ 
a  type  of  the  only  begotten  Son  who  is  in  the 
bofom  of  the  Father,  and  hath  declared  him”  unto 
men ;  a  type  of  the  great  “  teacher  fent  from  God,” 
to  warn  a  guilty  devoted  race  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come,  and  to  condud  them  to  a  place  of  fafety  ; 
a  type  of  him,  who,  chofen  of  God,  and  moved  by 
pity  and  afiedion,  prepared  a  prefent  refuge,  and  an 
everlafting  habitation,  for  perifhing  fjnners.  Of  Noah, 
his  pious  prophetic  father,  when  he  impofed  his  name, 
exultingly  exclaimed,  “  This  fame  {hall  comfort  us 

concerning  our  work  and  toil  of  our  hands,  becaufe 

of 

*  i  Cor.  xv.  55,  57* 
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of  the  ground  which  the  Lord  hath  curfed  *  and, 
in  the  blefled  Redeemer  of  mankind,  all  his  pious, 
believing  children,  enjoy  the  profpeft  of  a  period, 
and  a  world,  wherein  “  there  fhall  be  no  more  curfe 
and  on  whom  the  eternal  Father,  by  the  tongue  of  an 
angel,  impofed  the  name  of  Jefus,  becaufe  he  Ihould 
“  fave  his  people  from  their  fins.”  Noah,  our  father, 
where  is  he  ?  where  is  the  man  who  was  Enoch’s  con¬ 
temporary,  who  converfed  with  the  fages  of  the  old 
world,  who  faw  the  globe  one  vaft  ocean,  whom  all 
the  waters  of  a  deluge  could  not  drown,  who  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  of  the  whole  renewed  earth  for  an  in¬ 
heritance  ?  Ail  thefe  fucceffive  changes  led  but  to  the 
grave,  and  we  fee  him  no  more.  “  All  the  days  of 
Noah  were  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  he  died.’* 
Let  the  poflefior  of  a  continent  think  of  this,  and 
check  his  pride.  Let  florid,  vigorous  youth  think  of 
threefcore  years  and  ten.  Let  him,  who  is  rearing  a 
manfion  of  one  thoufand  feet  by  five  hundred,  medi¬ 
tate  on  one  of  fix  by  two,  and  learn  to  die. 

The  ark  which  Noah  prepared  for  the  faving  of 
his  houfe,  where  is  it  ?  It  fulfilled  its  deftination,  it 
efcaped  the  wreck  of  worlds,  it  preferved,  and  ren¬ 
dered  up,  its  precious  depofit,  then  fell  into  decay. 
It  exifts  but  in  defcription,  it  has  no  form  but  what 
fancy  has  bellowed  upon  it  in  a  pifture,  or  upon  a 
coin.  But  its  fame,  its  ufe,  its  end,  its  antitype  are 
immortal.  That  magnificent  veflel,  not  the  con¬ 
trivance  of  man,  but  the  appointment  of  God  ;  con- 
ftrudted  according  to  the  pattern,  formed  and  pre¬ 
ferred  by  infinite  wifdom  ;  preferved,  in  the  wild 
uproar  of  conflifting  elements,  by  the  almighty  power 
of  God  ; — re  fling  at  length  on  folid  ground,  and  un¬ 
loading  its  precious  treafure,  without  the  lofs  of  a 
fingle  life — are  fo  many  fucceffive,  diftindf,  pleafing, 
and  inftru&ive  views  of  the  plan  formed,  followed, 
and,  in  due  time,  perfected,  of  man’s  deliverance 

B'2  from 
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from  fin,  and  death,  and  hell,  by  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift ;  who  thus  fpeaks  of  his  redeemed,  and  of 
himfelf,  in  his  laft  folemn  addrefs  to  his  Heavenly 
Father,  “  While  I  was  with  them  in  the  world,  f 
kept  them  in  thy  name :  thofe  that  thou  gaveft  me,  I 
have  kept,  and  none  of  them  is  loft  and  in  another 
place,  “  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  fhall 
never  perifh,  neither  fhall  any  pluck  them  out  of  my 
hand.  My  Father  which  gave  them  me  is  greater 
than  all  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  my 
Father’s- hand.”  f 

The  emblems  of  the  raven,  the  dove,  the  rainbow, 
the  altar,  the  facrifice,  and  others  which  enter  into 
the  hiftory  of  this  patriarch,  are  beautiful  and  fig- 
jlificant  illuftrations  of  the  fame  interefting,  all-im¬ 
portant  fubjecf.  And  the  whole  taken  together,  fatis- 
fyingly  demonftrate,  that  if  4'  death  reigned  from 
Adam  to  Noah,”  and  the  “  offence  abounded,”^  yet 
««  grace  did  much  more  abound  and  that  out  or  the 
ruins  of  human  apoftafy,  guilt,  and  mifery,  the  hand 
of  Heaven  was  gradually  rearing  that  glorious  fabric 
of  falvation,,  which,  when  completed,  an  enraptured 
univerfe  fhall  contemplate  with  aftonilhment  and  de¬ 
light-  “  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord  hath  made  : 
this  is  the  Lord’s  doing  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.” 
The  frght  of  the  world  reftored,  renewed  and  bleflea 
to  Noah,  the  fecond  father  of  the  human  race,  leudi 
us  forward,  borne  on  the  wings  of  promife,  to  the 
{fill  more  magnificent  profpedt  of  the  “  reftitution  or 
all  thinp-s ;”  to  the  day,  when  he  who  fitteth  upon  the 
throne  lhall  fay,  44  Behold,  I  make  all  things  new  ; 
when,  according  to  his  word,  anew,  more  fplendic  , 
and  more  durable  fyftem  of  the  univerle  lhall  ari  e, 
under  the  plaftic,  purifying  hand  of  the  great  Author 
and  Finilher  of  the  chriftian  faith,  from  the  wreck  of 
worlds  confumed  by  fire  ;  when  Jefus^  fhall  bring  a.- 

his  ranfomed  ones  to  Zion,  with  44  fongs  and  ever- 
.'u-  laftinj 
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lafting  joy  upon  their  heads ;  when  forrow  and  figh- 

ing- ftiall  flee  away.”  t 

Sailing  down  the  current  of  facred  hiltory,  the 
plains  of  Mefopotamia  and  Ur  of  the  Chaldees  ap¬ 
pear  in  fight ;  and  we  behold  an  illuftrious  exile  and 
his  family  on  their  way  from  their  country,  kindred, 
and  father’s  houfe,  like  the  full  pair  expelled  from 
Eden, 

-All  the  world  before  them,  where  to  choofe 


Their  place  of  reft,  and  Providence  their  guide. 


We  behold  Abram,  at  God's  command,  going  out, 
not  knowing  whither  he  went;”  Abram,  the  re- 
fpeCted  father  of  all  them  that  believe,  raifed  up  of 
Providence,  in  the  fame  important  view,  to  carry  on 
the  fame  grand  defign.  In  the  declarations  which 
were  made  to  him,  we  behold  the  plan  of  redemption 
afliiming  a  clearer  and  more  diftinCt  form  ;  unfolding 
its  nature,  and  arranging  its  feveral  parts.  The  glo¬ 
rious  perfon  who  was  promifed  to  Adam,  immedi¬ 
ately  up-on  the  fall,  under  the  more  obfeure  deferip- 
tion  of  the  “  feed  of  the  woman,”  who  fhould  “  bruife 
the  head  of  the  ferpent,”  was  now  announced  to  the 
world,  as  “  the  feed  of  Abram,”  in  whom  “  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  fhould  be  blefied.”  And,  hence¬ 
forward,  we  have  prediction  upon  prediction,  ordi¬ 
nance  upon  ordinance,  promife  upon  promife,  event 
upon  event,  leading  to,  rifing  above,  improving,  en¬ 
larging  upon  one  another,  like  the  light  of  the  af- 
cending  fun,  gradually  increafmg  from  the  early  dawii 
to  the  perfect  day.  We  obferve  types,  ihadows,  cere¬ 
monies,  facrifices,  disappearing  by  little  and  little  ; 
patriarchs,  priefts,  prophets,  lawgivers,  and  kings, 
retiring  one  after  another,  and  giving  place  to  66  the 
Lord,  our  Judge,  our  Lawgiver,  our  King,  to  fave 
us:”  as  the  twinkling  fires  of  the  night  hide  their 
diminilhed  heads,  and  the  vapours  dilperfe  before  the 
glorious  orb  of  day. 

But, 
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But,  Abraham  our  father,  whither  is  he  alfo  gone  ? 
Even  the  faith  which  furrendered  an  Ifaac  at  God’s 
command,  and  which  has  forever  preferved  his  name 
from  death,  could  not  refcue  his  body  from  the  power 
of  the  grave.  It  fleeps  and  is  diffolved  in  the  cave 
which  was  purchafed  from  Ephron  the  Hittite.  He 
had  not  a  principle  of  life  in  himfelf,  nor  the  power  of 
communicating  it,  to  either  his  natural  or  fpiritual 
pofterity.  But  <c  the  words  and  the  ftatutes,  which 
God  commanded  him  and  his  other  fervants  the 
prophets,  took  hold  of  them,5’  and  continue  to  lay- 
hold  of  us.  In  the  midft  of  all  this  mortality  and 
change,  one  thing  is  immutable  and  eternal,  the  word, 
the  purpofe,  the  decree  of  the  Moft  High.  “  Heaven 
and  earth  may  pafs  away,  but  it  (hall  not  pafs  away.” 
Our  father  Abraham,  where  is  he  ?  Behold  him  in 
yonder  world  of  blifs,  with  “  Lazarus  in  his  bofom,” 
refting  from  all  his  own  troubles ;  and  cherilhing  the 
poor,  the  outcafl,  the  affli&ed,  the  tormented  ;  enjoy¬ 
ing  “  the  end  of  his  faiths  the  falvation  of  his  foul,” 
and  waiting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption 
of  his  body  beholding  him  face  to  face,  whom 
once  he  beheld  afar  off,  and  as  in  a  glafs  darkly.” 

Who  is  this  that  breaks  in  upon  us  at  once  in  me¬ 
ridian  glory  ?  What  bright  day  dazzles  the  wondering 
eye,  preceded  by  no  dawn,  fucceeded  by  no  evening  ? 
It  is  Melchizedec,  that  “  king  of  righteoufnefs  and 
peace,”  that  <c  prieft  of  the  moft  high  God,”  whole 
generation  none  can  declare,  whofe  nature  and  perfon 
none  is  able  to  deferibe.  Is  he  but  as  one  of  the 
prophets,  or  is  he  the  Lord  of  the  prophets  himfelf, 
pronouncing  the  bleffing  which  he  alone  can  confer  ; 
celebrating  in  an  early  age,  that  eucharift,  which 
Ihould  be  the  memorial  of  his  office  and  glorious 
achievement,  till  time  expire  ?  In  him,  whatever  he 
were,  a  type,  or  the  Son  of  God  revealed  ;  a  fhadow, 
or  the  fubftance ;  in  him  we  behold  the  great  lead¬ 
ing  objeft  of  Providence  difclofed  to  our  view  ;  that 

priefthood 
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priefthood  which  is  unchangeable,  that  kingdom 
which  fhall  never  be  deftroyed,  that  Prince  of  peace, 
who  has  reconciled  guilty  men  unto  God,  that  righ- 
teoufnefs  through  which  we  have  accefs  with  humble 
confidence  to  the  throne  of  grace.  “  Abraham  re¬ 
joiced  to  fee  that  day.”  It  ftrengthened  him  to  wait 
patiently  for  the  promifed  feed  ;  it  cheered  his  wan¬ 
derings  from  place  to  place;  it  fortified  his  heart  to 
the  facriflce  of  his  Iiaac ;  it  laid  his  hoary  head  With 
hope  in  the  duft. 

— Having  from  this  eminence  furveyed  the  ground 
through  which  we  have  travelled;  a  delightful  land- 
fcape,  terminating  in  the  diflant  hills  of  Eden,  and  wa¬ 
tered  by  the  fair  river  of  promise,  meandering 
through  its  whole  valt  extent — we  look  forward,  in 
hope  and  defire,  to  the  happy  _  plains  where  lfaac 
pitched  his  tent,  and  Jacob  fed  his  flocks  ;  to  the  na¬ 
tions,  which  Jofeph  faved  by  his  wifdom,  and  ruled 
by  his  power.  And,  in  our  intended  progrefs,  eter¬ 
nal  Spirit  of  wifdom !  vouchfafe  thou  to  be  our  in- 
itructor  and  our  guide  :  point  out  to  us  the  objetfs 
which  deferve  our  notice :  enlighten  thou  our  eyes, 
guard  our  hearts,  direft  the  paths  of  our  feet.  What 
we  know  not,  that  do  thou  teach  us,  what  we  do 
know,  help  us  wifely  ,  to  improve.  Following  thee, 
«  the  crooked  fhall  become  flraight  before  us,  and  the 
rough  places  plain.  The  fun  fhall  not  finite  us  by 
day,  nor  the  moon  by  night.  We  fhall  go  from 
■Strength  to  ftrength,”  after  them  who  “  inherit  the 
promiles,  till  every  one  of  us  alfo,  in  Zion,  appeareth 
before  God.” 

Have  you  ground  of  pride  and  joy,  my  friends,  in 
the  acknowledgment  or  recollection  of  your  forefa¬ 
thers?  Were  they  wife  and  good;  blefied  in  themfelves, 
and  a  blefling  to  the  world  ?  Take  care  that  ye  degen¬ 
erate  not  from  their  virtues,  that  ye  difhonour  not 
their  name,  that  ye  fwerve  not  from  “  the  good  old 
way”  of  piety,  in  which  they  trode.  Is  there  in  the 
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line  of  your  anceftry,  any  circumftance  humiliating 
and  painful  ?  Efface  it,  annihilate  it,  fink  it,  in  a  new 
cxiftence,  derived  from  a  celeftial  (lock.  Change  the 
tainted,  corrupted  current  of  an  earthly  pedigree,  for 
the  adopted  honours,  the  gratuitous  inheritance,  the 
ennobled  fpirit  of  your  Heavenly  Father  s  love.  Strive 
to  be  the  firft  of  your  race  ;  and  leave  to  your  heirs 
a  poffeffion  infinitely  better  than  the  demefnes  of 
princes,  even  the  favour  of  a  good  name,  a  pattern 
worthy  of  imitation,  the  remembrance  of  qualities 
which  are  not  fubjefl;  to  the  ftroke  of  death. 

You  fee,  chriftians,  what  is  the  leading,  the  com¬ 
manding  object,  in  the  eye  of  eternal  Providence. 
The  falvation  of  a  loft  world  by  Jefus  Chrift.  Adopt 
the  fame  objeft,  cleave  unto  it,  keep  it  continually  in 
view.  All  things  elfe  are  vain  and  worthlefs  ;  for 
they  are  paffing  quickly  away.  Our  intereft  in,  our 
hold  of  the  world  is  diminifhing  every  hour.  Our 
confequence,  as  candidates  for  immortal  blifs,  as  the 
heirs  of  glory,  is  fifing  in  proportion.  When  we 
ceafe  from  importance,  as  the  citizens  of  this  world, 
dur  real  importance  begins  to  be  felt  and  underftood. 
I  recommend  not  fallen  diftance  from  your  fellow 
creatures,  nor  peevilh  difeontent.  Live  in  the  world, 
affociate  with  mankind,  enjoy  your  portion  which 
God  allotteth  you.  But  “  ufe  the  world  fo  as  not  to 
abufeit;”  and  while  you  are  cumbered  about  many 
things,  never  forget  that  one  thing  is-  needful ;  and 
make  choice  of  that  good  part  which  ffiall  not  be 
taken  away  from  you.” 

While  wre  fpeak  and  hear,  we  change ;  and  the 
hand  of  the  executing  angel  haftens*  to  number  us 
with  the  dead.  We  are  going  to  join  the  venerable 
men  whofe  memory  we  revere,  whole  faith  we  profefs 
to  follow,  whefe  virtues  we  are  bound  to  copy.  Yet 
a  little  while,  and  time  fhall  'be  no  more  ;  and  we 
fhall  be  contemporary  with  our  fathers  who  have  pre¬ 
ceded,  and  with  cur  children  who  are  to  follow 
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us  until  the  dilTolution  of  this  fyftem.  We  look  back 
to  Adam,  the  father  of  us  all,  and  we  look  forward 
to  his  youngeft  Ion.  We  look  up,  and  “  lee  heav¬ 
en  opened,  and  Jefus  handing  on  the  right  hand  of 
God/’  We  look  around,  and  behold  “  the  nations 
of  them  that  are  laved”  bending  before  the  throne. 
We  hear  the  Saviour’s  voice,  “  Here  am  I,  and  the 
children  thou  haft  given  me.”  _  We  hear  the  word  of 
the  Eternal  Father  proclaiming  ?doud>  and  the 
myriads  of  an  affembled  univerfe,  angels  and  men, 
joyfully  echo  it  back,  “  Ail  is  good,  yea,  very  good*” 
‘Amen,  Hallelujah ! 
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And  it  came  to  pafs  after  the  death  of  Abraham ,  that 
God  bleffed  his  fon  Ifaac :  And  Ifaac  dwelt  by  the  well 
Lahai-roL 


JL  HOSE  fcenes  in  human  life  which  make  the  great7 
eft  figure  in  hiftory,  are  far  from  being  the  mod  ben? 
eficial  to  mankind  ;  neither  were  the  perfons,  whofe 
names  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  with  the  molt  re7 
nown,  and  whofe  actions  have  dazzled  pofterity  with 
their  luftre,  either  the  happieft  in  themfelves,  or  the 
greateft  bleftings  to  the  age  in  which  they  lived.  To 
make  one  man  a  hero,  how  many  garments  muft  have 
been  died  in  blood  ?  And  what  are  the  acclamations 
of  a  triumph,  but  the  miferable  echo  of  the  cries  of 
the  wounded,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying  ? 

We  are  this  night  to  trace  the  hiftory  of  a  man  of 
peace  :  the  hiftory  of  one,  who  was  not  indeed  ex* 
erupted  from  his  fhare  of  the  ills  which  flefh  is  heir 
to,  but  whofe  afflictions  being  private  and  domeftic, 
were  patiently  borne  by  himfelf,  and  difturbed  not  the 
repofe  of  others  ;  the  hiftory  of  one,  who,  by  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  piety  and  virtues,  did  more  to  inftrucl 
and  to  blefs  mankind,  than  all  the  conquerors  which 
ever  exifted,  from  Nimrod  of  Aflyria,  down  to  Fred¬ 
eric  of  Pruffia.  The  life  of  Ifaac,  for  feventy-five  years 
of  it,  is  blended  with  that  of  his  illuftrious  father.  For 
though,  upon  the  face  of  the  narration,  the  birth  of 
Efau  and  Jacob  does  not  appear  till  confiderably  af¬ 
ter 
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ter  the  death  of  Abraham,  yet,  by  comparing  dates, 
we  find,  that  the  lads  mult  have  been  fifteen  years  old 
when  their  grandfather  died.  And  we  may  juftly 
conlider  it  as  no  flight  trial  of  the  faith  both  of  the  fa¬ 
ther  and  ion,  that  Ifaac,  the  heir  of  the  promife,  fhould 
live  twenty  years  childlefs,  from  his  marriage  with  Re- 
bekah.  But  their  patience  of  hope,  their  importunity 
of  prayer,  and  their  confidence  of  faith,  are  at  length 
rewarded  by  two  fons  at  once. 

I  mean  not  to  recapitulate  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftances  of  Ifaac’s  conception  and  birth,  as  they 
have  already  been  confidered  in  the  hiftory  of  Abra¬ 
ham.  We  fhall  only  take  up  thofe  particulars  of  his 
ftory  which  are  more  perlonal  and  peculiar  ;  in 
which,  Ifaac  himfelf  was  either  an  agent  or  a  fufferer. 
And,  we  find  him  at  an  early  period  indeed,  feeling 
diflrefs  and  fuffering  perfecution.  The  day  he  was 
weaned,  how  was  the  feftivity  of  that  joyful  occafion 
embittered  to  his  childifh,  innocent  heart,  by  the  cru¬ 
el  taunts  and  mockings  of  his  brother  Ifhmael  !  It  is 
remarkable  that  almofl:  all,  at  leaf!  the  fevereft  trials, 
which  this  patriarch  endured,  arofe  from  his  neareft 
and  deareft  relations.  Hated  and  fcorned  from  the 
womb,  by  his  brother  ;  devoted  in  facrifice,  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  ;  called  early  to  mourn  the  lofs  of  his  affection¬ 
ate  mother  ;  afflicted  for  twenty  years  with  the  bar- 
rennefs  of  his  only  and  beloved  wife  ;  vexed,  from 
their  very  conception,  with  the  ftrife  of  his  jealous 
fons,  ftruggling  for  fuperiority  ;  mortified  and  griev¬ 
ed  to  the  heart,  with  the  inconfiderate,  unwiie,  idola¬ 
trous  marriages  of  his  favourite  Efau  ;  practifed  up¬ 
on,  and  deceived  in  old  age  and  blindnefs,  by  the  ad* 
drefs  and  cunning  of  his  wife,  and  younger  fon  ;  in¬ 
volved  in  quarrel  upon  quarrel,  with  his  powerful 
neighbours,  through  the  ralhnefs  and  contentioufnefs 
of  his  fervants  :  never  faulty,  yet  throughout  unfor¬ 
tunate.  Indeed,  a  man’s  liablenefs  to  diftrefs  and  dif- 
appointment  is  in  exaft  proportion  to  the  number 
and  quality  of  the  good  things  which  he  polfeffes. 

4  Do 
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Do  we  enjoy  peculiar  delights  ?  We  are  on  the  brink 
of  danger. 

At  the  partiality  of  Sarah  to  fuch  a  fon  as  Ifaac,  we 
need  not  be  at  all  lurprifed.  It  is  pleafant  to  oblerve, 
however,  that  this  partiality  neither  corrupted  his  un- 
derftanding  nor  his  heart.  Neither  the  indulgence 
which  he  met  with,  nor  the  profpedts  to  which  he  was 
born  and  brought  up,  feem  to  have  rendered  him,  on 
any  occafion,  infolent  or  affuming.  And  maternal 
fondnefs  inet  with  its  deareft  belt  reward,  in  filial  du¬ 
ty  and  tendernefs.  Sarah  lived  refpefted,  and  died 
lamented,  by  her  only  and  beloved  fon. 

In  reviewing  the  facrifice  of  Ifaac,  that  I  may  not 
encroach  on  your  time,  I  fhall  only  make  this  re¬ 
mark, — that  this  memorable  transaction,  was  not  lefs 
a  proof  of  the  faith  of  Ifaac,  than  of  Abraham  him- 
felf.  As  the  obedience  of  the  father  was  prompt  and 
cheerful,  fo  was  that  of  the  fon.  If  the  refignation 
of  Abraham  merits  praife,  the  fub million  of  Ifaac 
claims  no  lefs ;  for  his  confent  mull  undoubtedly  have 
been  obtained.  In  both  it  was  “  a  living  facrifice, 
holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  and  a  reafonable  fervice 
and  the  bleffing  pronounced  from  heaven  on  that 
occafion,  applied  to  both,  equally  and  in  the  fame 
manner, 

The  next  important  event  of  Ifaac’s  life,  upon  the 
facred  record,  is  his  marriage.  Swallowed  up  of  bor¬ 
row  for  the  lofs  of  his  mother,  or  abforbed  in  devout 
meditation,  he  leaves  all  concern  about  his  future  for¬ 
tunes,  and  eftablifhment  in  the  world,  to  the  care  and 
wifdom  of  his  father.  And  he  thereby  reproves  the 
forwardnefs  and  lelt-fufficiency  of  our  young  men, 
who  prefume  to  think  for  themfelves  in  every  thing 
before  they  have  learned  to  think  at  all ;  who  attempt 
the  works  of  men  with  the  knowledge  and  tne 
ftrength  of  children.  In  the  various  particulars,  of 
this  tranfaction,  we  have  a  beautiful  and  interesting 
picture  of  the  fimplicity  of  ancient  manners  and  cuf- 

tcms.  Is  it  not  a  cuftom  rather  ancient  and  obfolete, 

to 
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to  fee  all  parties  pioufly  acknowledging  God,  upon 
fuch  an  cccafion  as  this  ?  Is  it  not  rather  uncommon, 
to  fee  a  prudent  father,  anxious  to  match  his  only  fon 
with  virtue  and  religion,  not  with  rank  and  affluence, 
to  the  endangering  of  his  moral  and  religious  princi¬ 
ples  ?  With  us,  the  rnoft  valuable  accomplifhinents, 
whether  bodily  or  mental,  go  for  nothing,  tniiels  jLt 
off  with  gold  ;  but  Rebekah,  without  a  dowty,  wa^ 
Xvith  jewels  and  gold  courted  to  the  arms  of  Ifaac. 
Has  the  female  heart  alone  in  all  ages  been  the  fame  ; 
perpetually  acceflible  to  the  allurements  01  finely, 
prefents, '  and  praile  ?  Where  fhall  we  now  look  for 
fervants  fuch  as  Abraham  s,  at  once  afleftionate  to 
his  mafter,  faithful  to  his  truft,  and  filled  with  rever¬ 
ence  to  his  God.  TL  his  part  of  the  hiftory  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  commentary  upon  that  injunction  of  the  wife 
man,  “  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  fhall 
direft  thy  paths.” #  ^Abraham’s  fervant  has  hardly 
finiflred  his  addrefs  to  Heaven,  when  lo,  Providence, 
which  works  unfeen,  unknown,  unobferved  by  us, 
has  brought  the  iubje£t  of  his  prayer  already  to  his 

eye. 

And  in  what  place,  in  what  employment  is  the  dei- 
lined  bride  of  Ifaac  found  ?  Indolently  reclined  under 
a  canopy  of  ftate,  or  iffuing  forth  to  breathe  the  even¬ 
ing  air,  accompanied  by  a  numerous  and  iplendid 
retinue  of  domeftics  ?  No,  my  fair  hearers,  look  at 
Rebekah,  beautiful,  and  young,  and  high  born,  bear¬ 
ing  her  pitcher  on  her  ihoulder  to  the  well,  to  draw 
the  evening’s  water  for  the  family,— and  learn,  that 
the  humble,  yet  ufeful  employments  of  domeftic  life, 
are  a  virtuous  woman’s  mod  honourable  flation  ;  that 
whether  in  virginity,  wedlock,  or  widowhood,  God 
and  nature  have  deftined  you  to  occupations,  not  per¬ 
haps  highly  honourable  in  the  eyes  of  unfeeling 
wealth,  or  giddy  diflipation,  but  highly  confequential 
to  the  happinefs  of  others,  and  therefore  effential  to 
your  own.  Look  vet  again  to  Rebekah,  and  learn 

aftabilitv. 
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affability,  and  kindnefs,  and  condefcenfion — learn  at 
once  to  perform  your  duty,  and  to  promote  your  in¬ 
ter  eft.  It  fuits  the  early  bloom  of  life,  it  fuits  your 
fex,  it  is  congenial  to  your  natural  propenfities,  to  be 
gentle,  to  be  courteous ;  and,  believe  me,  it  is  equal¬ 
ly  conducive  to  your  honour  and  advantage.  The 
obliging  deportment  of  Rebekah  to  the  fervant,  paved 
the  way  to  her  advancement  to  the  rank  of  his  mif- 
trefs.  And  can  you  think  the  dignity  of  Ifaac’s  fu¬ 
ture  wife  in  the  fmalleft  degree  impaired,  by  her  civil¬ 
ities  to  his  fervants,  or  by  her  humanity  to  the  poor 
dumb  brutes  which  followed  him  ?  Believe  me,  an  in- 
folent,  unfeeling,  uncomplying  young  woman,  is  an 
odious,  contemptible,  unnatural,— a  monftrous  thing. 
Look  at  Rebekah  yet  once  more,  my  beloved  daugh¬ 
ters,  and  learn  opennefs,  franknefs,  fmcerity.  Was 
fhe  deficient  in  virgin  modefty,  that  mo  ft  attractive  of 
all  female  graces,  if,  when  afked,  66  wilt  thou  go  with 
this  man  fhe  ingenuoufly  replied,  “  I  will  go.” 
No  ;  but  the  honeft  fimplicity  of  nature  was  not  then 
corrupted  and  clifguifed  by  modes  of  behaviour,  the 
beggarly  refinement  of  modern  education.  Then, 
what  the  heart  and  confcience  dared  to  avow,  the 
cheek  blufhed  not  at  hearing,  the  tongue  fcrupled  not 
to  utter.  I  cannot  yet  ceafe  to  fpeak  of  that  fweet, 
that  amiable  creature.  Mark  again,  I  befeech  you, 
as  file  approaches  her  deftined  lord,  how  female  deli¬ 
cacy,  how  maiden  diffidence  and  referve,  refume  their 
empire ! ' 66  She  alighted  off  the  camel,  fhe  took  a  veil 
and  covered  herfelf.” 

And  where,  and  how  was  Ifaac  found  of  his  fair 
fpoufe  ?  He  had  gone  out  66  to  meditate,  or  to  pray 
in  the  field  at  the  even-tide.”  This  is  the  leading, 
prevailing  lineament  in  the  good  man’s  character  :  a 
heart  turned  to  devotion,  an  eye  continually  directed 
towards  heaven.  Meditation  and  prayer  are  the  proper 
improvement  of  all  mercies  paft,  and  the  bell  prepar¬ 
ative  for  mercies  yet  expeCted  ;  a  cordial  balm  for  the 
woes  which  we  already  endure,  and  an  infallible  anti- 
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dote  to  the  poifon  of  thofe  evils  which  we  have  yet  to 
fear.  What  is  not  to  be  hoped  for,  from  an  union 
built  on  luch  a  foundation  ?  The  fear  and  love  of  God 
on  both  fides ;  calmnefs,  wifdom,  fidelity  and  af¬ 
fluence  on  the  part  of  the  hufband  ;  humility,  decen¬ 
cy,  meekmefs,  franknefs  and  diferetion  on  the  part  of 
the  wife ;  a  mutual  defire  of  pleafing,  and  of  being 
pleafed,  u  Ifaac  brought  her  into  his  mother  Sarah  s 
tent,  and  took  Rebekah,  and  fhe  became  his  wife  ^ 
and  he  loved  her:  and  Ifaac  was  comforted  after  h.s 
mother’s  death.”*  So  wifely  and  lo  gracioufly  hath 
God  provided  a  fuitabfe  relief  from  every  human  -ca¬ 
lamity.  And  thus  Providence  prepares  us,  in  one 
form  of  the  fchooi  of  relative  duty,  for  a  higher  and 
a  higher  ftill,  till  we  have  filled  every  flation  with 
l'ome  degree  of  comfort  and  of  credit.  The  tranfition 
from  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  fen,  to  a  kind  and  in¬ 
dulgent  hufband,  is  natural  and  eafy.  And  here,  my 
young  friends,  you  are  furnifhed  with  a  plain,  but 
important  rule,  for  forming  the  great  choice  of  life. 
Is  an  undutiful  child  likely  to  make  a  good  hufband 
or  wife  ?  Have  I  reafon  to  expeft  that  one  who  has 
violated  the  firit  law  of  nature,  of  morality,  of  relig¬ 
ion,  will  fall  at  once,  and  without  preparation,  into 
the  more  complicated  and  more  difficult  duties  of  the 
conjugal  ftate  ? 

But  what  lot  of  humanity  is  free  from  anxiety,  free 
from  disappointment,  free  from  pain  ?  The  heir  of 
Abraham's  wealth  ;  but  what  Signifies  Abraham’s 
wealth  ?  The  heir  of  the  promife  goes  childlefs* 
Who  is  fo  foolifh  as  to  look  for  perfect  happinefs 
in  a  world  of  vanity,  in  a  valley  of  tears  ?  Thole,  to 
whom  the  bleffing  of  children  is  denied,  are  fretful 
and  difeontented  ;  and  thofe  on  whom  it  is  bellow¬ 
ed,  are  in  terror,  anxiety  and  vexation  every  hour. 
Happily,  I  hear  of  Rebekah’s  fuggefting  no  dan¬ 
gerous,  no  unwarrantable  expedient  as  a  remedy  for 
this  fore  evil ;  and  holy  Ifaac  thinks  of  feeking  re¬ 
lief 
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lief  there  only,  where  he  was  accuflomed  to  feek, 
and  to  find  the  cure  of  all  his  ills.  “  Ifaac  entreated 
the  Lord  for  his  wife,  becaufe  fhe  was  barren :  and 
the  Lord  was  entreated  of  him,  and  Rebekah  his  wife 
conceived.  And  the  children  ftruggled  together  with¬ 
in  her  ;  and  fire  laid,  If  it  be  fo,  why  am  I  thus  ?  And 
Ihe  went  to  inquire  of  the  Lord.  And  the  Lord  faid 
unto  her,  two  nations  are  in  thy  womb,  and  two  man¬ 
ner  of  people  lhali  be  feparated  from  thy  bowels  :  and 
the  one  people  fhall  be  ftronger  than  the  other  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  the  elder  fhall  ferve  the  other.”*  He  alk- 
ed  a  child,  and  his  prayer  is  anfwered  by  the  gift  of 
two  fons.  And  thus  Providence,  often  flower  than 
our  willies  and  defires,  frequently  compenfates  that 
delay  by  greatly  outdoing  our  requefts  and  expecta¬ 
tions.  But  lo  again,  how  care  and  forrow  ariie  out 
of  our  greateft  comforts !  The  children  are  hardly 
conceived  when  their  ftrife  begins ;  and  Ifaac  has  as 
much  reafon  to  entreat  the  Lord,  that  his  wife  might 
be  fpared  in  the  pangs  of  an  unnatural  labour,  as  he 
formerly  had,  that  Ihe  might  be  delivered  from  the 
infelicity  of  barrennefs.  Indeed,  “  who  knoweth 
what  is  good  for  man  in  this  life,  all  the  days  of  his 
vain  life,  which  he  fpendeth  as  a  lhadow  ?”  But  this 
we  know,  “  that  all  things  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called 

according  to  his  purpofe.”t 

The  ftrife  which  thus  began  in  the  womb,  becomes 
vifible  at  the  birth,  and  continues  through  life  :  nay, 
is  tranfmitted  to  pofterity.  The  remark  of  the  fan¬ 
ciful  and  ingenious  bilhop  Hall  on  the  paffage,  is  to 
this  purpofe.  “  Before  Rebekah  conceived  fire  was 
at  eal'e  :  fo  before  fpiritual  regeneration,  all  is  peace 
in  the  foul :  but  no  fooner  is  the  new  man  formed  in 
us,  but  the  flelh  conflicts  with  the  fpirit.  1  here  is  no 
grace  where  there  is  no  unquietnefs.  .  Efau  alone 
would  not  have  ftriven ;  for  nature  will  ever  agree 

with  itfelf.  Never  any  Rebekah  conceived  only  an 

Efau, 
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Efau,  or  was  fo  happy  as  to  conceive  none  but  a  Ja¬ 
cob  :  f he  muft  be  the  mother  of  both,  that  (he  may 
have  both  joy  and  exercife.  This  ftrife  began  early  : 
every  true  Ifraelite  begins  his  war  with  his  being. 
How  many  actions  which  we  know  not  of,  are  not 
without  prefage  and  fignificatlon.  In  this  conteft, 
Efau  got  the  right  of  nature,  Jacob  of  grace  :  yet  that 
there  might  be  forne  pretence  of  equality,  left  Efau 
fhouid  outrun  his  brother  into  the  world,  Jacob  holds 
him  faft  by  the  heel,  fo  his  hand  was  born  before  the 
others  foot.  But  becaufe  Elau  was  fome  minutes  the 
elder,  that  the  younger  might  have  better  claim  to 
that  which  God  had  promifed,  he  buys  that  which  he 
could  not  win.  If  either  by  ftrife,  or  purchafe,  or 
fuit,  we  can  attain  fpiritual  bleflings,  we  are  happy. 
Had  Jacob  come  out  firft,  he  had  not  known  how 
much  he  was  indebted  to  God  for  his  advancement.’* 
Thus  far  the  bifhop.  And  thus,  at  the  age  of  three- 
fcore  years,  and  after  twenty  years  from  his  marriage 
with  Rebekah,  Ifaac  became  the  happy  father  of  two 
hopeful  fons.  And  here,  the  expiration  of  your  time 
obliges  me  to  interrupt  his  ftory.  But  I  mult  not 
conclude  the  Lecture  till  I  have,  in  a  very  few  fhort 
hints,  endeavoured  to  {hew  you  the  analogy  of  Ifaac 
the  fon  of  Abraham,  and  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of 
God. 

They  were  both  raifed  up  for  one  and  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  even  to  manifeft  the  mercy  and  love  of 
God  to  fallen  men ;  the  one  as  the  bright  and  morn- 
ing-ftar  to  ufher  in  the  day,  the  other  as  the  meridi¬ 
an  fun,  “  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength.” 
Ifaac  the  natural  root  and  progenitor  of  Chrift  : 
Chrift  the  fpiritual  author,  root  and  head  of  Ifaac. 
Ifaac  was  the  fon  of  much  expe&ation,  the  fubjeH  of 
many  prophecies.  The  fet  time  of  his  birth  was  de¬ 
termined  and  foretold  by  almighty  Power,  by  unerr¬ 
ing  Wifdom,  long  before  it  happened  :  thus  the  birth 
of  Chrift,  the  delire  of  all  nations,  was  announced  to 
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the  world  by  a  cloud  of  witneffes,  not  years,  but  ages, 
centuries,  many  centuries  before  the  time.  .  lhe 
time,  the  place,  all  the  circumflances  attending  it, 
■were  written  as  with  a  fun-beam,  fo  as  to  render  mif- 
take  impoffible.  Both  Ifaac  and  Chrift  were  conceiv¬ 
ed  out  of  the  ufual  courfe  of  nature,  that  the  finger  of 
God  might  be  feen  and  acknowledged  in  both  events ; 
Ifaac  of  a  mother  beyond  the  natural  poffibility  of 
having  children,  Jefus  of  an  immaculate  virgin.  Ifaac 
■tvas  early  hated  and  perfecuted  of  his  brother,  the  Ion 
of  his  own  father  ;  and  the  perfection  of  Jefus  from 
the  finful  world  he  came  to  fave,  began  at  his  birth, 
continued  through  the  whole  of  his  life,  and  iffued  in 
a  fhameful,  painful  and  accurfed  death.  “  He  came 
to  his  own  and  his  own  received  him  not.  He  was  dei- 
pifed  and  rej:e£ed  of  men,  a  man  of  forrows  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  grief.”  . 

But,  what  was  feen  in  the  mountain  of  tire  .Lord 

forms  the  clofeff  refemblance,  and  affords  the  fuL.j.ni- 
efl  infraction.  In  the  facrifice  on  Mount  Moriah,  we 
Behold  the  father  and  fon  like-minded  in  prefenting  it 
cheerfully  at  the  command  of  God.  Abraham  with¬ 
held  not  his  fon,  his  only  fon,  and  Ifaac  voluntarily 
furrendered  himfelf  as  a  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering. 
And  on  Mount  Calvary  what  do  we  behold  ?  “  God  fo 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  fhould  not  penlh,, 
but  have  everlafting  life.”*  “God  fpared  not  his 
own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  and  how 
{hall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  r’  f 
And  Tefus  gave  himfelf  for  us  “  a  facrifice  of  a  fweet 
fmelling  favour  unto  God.”  He  “  loved  us  and  wafh- 
ed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  blood.”  Here  alfo  the  fa- 
ther  and  Son  like-minded,  and.  in  the  fame  view,  and 
for  the  fame  end,  the  redemption  of  an  elect  world. 

O  the  height  and  depth,  the  length  and  breadth  oi 
the  love  of  God  i  it  palfeth  knowledge  . 

The 
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The  private  perfonal  character  of  Ifaac,  a  man  of 
calmnefs,  contemplation  and  peace  ;  the  dutiful  fon 
of  his  affectionate  mother  ;  the  refpeCtful  obferver  of 
his  father’s  will,  might,  without  doing  violence  to  the 
fubjeCt,  be  brought  into  companion  with  the  pure 
and  perfeCt  character  of  his  antitype,  whofe  fpirit 
nothing  could  difcompofe,  whofe  nights  were  fpent  in 
jrayer,  and  his  days  in  doing  good ;  whofe  “  meat 
and  drink  it  was  to  do  the  will  of  his  Heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  to  finifh  his  work,”  and  whofe  dying  breath 
uttered  the  accents  of  filial  affeCtion,  and  provided  a 
fon,  a  proteCtor  and  a  home,  for  his  defolate  afflicted 
mother.  O  the  glorious  excellency  of  that  character, 
which  exhibited  the  example  of  every  perfonal,  every 
relative  virtue  :  which  comprized  the  effence  of  all 
that  is  amiable  in  every  other  character,  and  left  all 
created  goodnefs  at  an  infinite  diftance  behind  !  Look 
to  Ifaac  and  be  inftruCted.  Look  to  Jefus  and  “  grow 
in  grace,”  and  go  on  towards  perfection,  and  “  prefs 
towards  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of 
God  in  Chrift  Jefus.” 

The  next  LeCture,  with  the  divine  permiffion,  will 
contain  the  remaining  part  of  the  life  of  Ifaac,  from 
the  death  of  his  father  to  his  own.  May  God  com¬ 
municate  faving  knowledge  to  us  all,  by  every  mean 
of  inftruCtion :  and  to  his  name  be  praife  in  Chrift. 
Amen. 
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lecture  III. 

GENESIS  XXvi.  23,  24,  25. 

And  he  went  up  from  thence  to  Beer-fheba.  And  the  Lord 
appeared  unto  him  the  fame  night ,  and  faid,  I  am  the 
God  of  Abraham  thy  father  ;  fear  not ,  for  /  *;/z  with 
thee ,  will  blefs  thee ,  multiply  thy  feed ,  yir  wy 

fervant  Abraham9 s  fake •  And  he  builded  an  altar 
there ,  called  upon  the  name  of  ■  the  Lord,  and 

pitched  his  tent  there :  and  there  Ifaac*  s% fervant s  digged 

a  well* 

It  is  a  pleafing  and  an  mftru&ive  view  of  the  Divine 
Providence,  to  confider  one  and  the  fame  gieat  defign 
as  carried  on  to  maturity,  in  periods  and  by  perfons 
the  moft  remote  from  each  other,  without  communi¬ 
cation  of  intelligence,  without  concurrence  or  exer¬ 
tion  among  themielves ;  to  behold  the  great  God 
moulding,  guiding,  fubduing  the  various  paffions, 
purpofes,  and  private  interefts  of  men,  to  his  own, 
fovereign  will  \  to  behold  the  building  of  God  riling 
in  beauty,  advancing  towards  perfection,  by  the  hands 
of  feeble  workmen,  who  comprehend  not  the  tftou- 
fandth  part  of  the  plan  which  they  affift  in  executing, 
and  who,  inftead  of  co-operating,  frequently  feein  to 
counteract  one  another.  One  digs  his  hour  m  t  e 
quarry  ;  another  lifts  up  his  axe,  and  ftrikes  a  itroke 
or  two  in  the  for  eft  ;  a  third  applies  the  lquare 
and  the  compafs  to  the  ftone  which  his  neighbour 
had  polifhed.  But  their  labours,  their  views,  their 
abilities,  however  different,  all  promote  the  fame  end ; 
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and  though  they  and  their  endeavours  be  frail  and 
perilling,  the  work  in  which  the  Almighty  employs 
them  is  progrefiive,  is  permanent,  is  immortal. — 
Here  a  fhepherd,  there  a  king  ;  here  a  little  child, 
there  a  fage  ;  here  a  legiflator,  there  a  conqueror  ; 
here  a  deluge,  there  a  conflagration,  fulfils  the  de~ 
fign  of  high  Heaven :  and  the  glorious  fabric  of  re¬ 
demption  riles  and  riles,  though  patriarch’s,  and 
prophets,  and  apoftles  fink,  one  after  another,  into 
the  dull.  Man  often  begins  to  build,  but  is  unable 
to  finifli,  becaufe  he  had  not  counted  the  cofl ;  but 
God  ec  feeth  the  end  from  the  beginning/’  He  can 
never  want  an  inflrument  who  has  heaven,  earth  and 
hell  at  his  difpofal.  “  Surely,  O  Lord,  the  wrath 
of  man  fliall  praife  thee,”  Satan  is  thy  chained  flave, 
and  u  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  mighty  angels 
minifter  unto  thee.”  How  then  can  thy  aim  be  de¬ 
feated  ?  How  can  thy  counfels  fail  ? 

The  perfona!  characters  of  the  three  leading  patri-  * 
archs  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  differ  exceedingly  in 
many  refpeCts,  and  their  manner  of  life  differs  as 
much,  while  their  ruling  principle  is  the  fame.  The 
faith  of  Abraham,  ardent  and  intrepid,  was  ever 
ready  to  encounter  the  mod  threatening  dangers,  to 
undertake  the  mod  difficult  employments,  and  to 
render  the  mod  painful  and  coftly  facrifices  at  God’s 
command.  The  faith  of  Ifaac,  placid  and  contem¬ 
plative,  fought  the  happinefs  of  communion  with 
God  in  calmnefs  and  folitude,  and  fatisfied  itfelf  with 
the  fecret,  untumultuous  delight  of  beholding  his 
family  built  up,  and  the  promifes  of  God  advancing 
to  their  accomplifliment.  The  faith  of  Jacob,  aftive 
and  perfevering,  wrought  upon  and  excited  by  the  pe¬ 
culiarities  of  his  ever-varying  condition,  fupported  a 
life  of  much  buftle  and  induftry,  and  furmounted 
difappointments  and  afflictions  the  moft  mortifying 
and  oppreflive.  For  it  is  the  office  of  this  divine  prin¬ 
ciple,  not  to  alter,  to  fupprefs,  or  eradicate  the  natural 
tempers  and  difpofitions  of  men,  but  to  guide,  impel, 

or 
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or  control  them,  in  conformity  to  their  proper  defti- 
nation. 

Abraham,  fenfible  of  the  ungovernable,  encroach¬ 
ing  fpirit  of  Ifhmael,  of  the  numerous  and  prefling 
claims  of  his  younger  children,  and  of  the  gentle, 
yielding,  unr  editing  nature  of  Ifaac,  had,  with  the 
prudent  forefight  of  a  good  parent,  made  fuch  a  dif- 
pofition  of  his  temporal  affairs  in  his  life  time,  as 
was  mofl  likely  to  prevent  contention  and  mifchief 
after  his  death.  Ifhmael  had  been  difmiffed  many 
years  before,  had  already  become  the  head  of  many 
numerous  and  powerful  tribes,  u  twelve  princes  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  nations/5  *  and  from  habit,  inclina¬ 
tion  and  neceflity,  had  contracted  a  fondnefs  for  a 
roving,  erratic  courfe  of  life.  He  had  been  brought 
into  a  tranflent  connexion  with  his  brother  Ifaac,  by 
an  event  which  foftens  the  mpft  rugged  and  obdurate 
difpofitions,  the  death  of  their  common  father  ;  and 
their  refentments,  for  a  time  at  leafl,  perhaps  for¬ 
ever,  are  buried  in  the  tomb  of  him  to  whom  they 
owed  their  birth.  But  difference  of  interefh,  affection 
and  purfuit,  fpeedily  feparates  them  again.  Ifhmael 
betakes  himfelf  to  his  favourite  occupations  in  the 
defert,  and  Ifaac  abides  quietly  in  his  tent,  and  tend¬ 
ing  his  flocks,  by  the  well  Lahai-roi. 

The  fons  of  Abraham  by  Keturah  had  been  more 
recently  removed,  with  a  fuitable  provifion,  into  a 
diflant  part  of  the  country/"  So  that  upon  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  demife,  Ifaac  found  himfelf  in  the  quiet  pof- 
feflion  of  by  far  the  greatefl  part  of  his  imtnenfe 
wealth,  but  excluded  from  the  fociety  of  thofe  whom 
his  own  fweetnels  of  temper  and  fenfe  of  duty,  and 
the  proximity  of  blood,  would  have  led  him  to  cub 
tivate  and  cherifh.  And  thus  riches,  the  object  oi 
univerfal  defire  and  purfuit,  create  more  and  greater 
wants  than  thofe  which  they  are  able  to  remove.  By 
exciting  envy,  jealoufy  and  fufpicion,  they  feparate 

thofe  whom  nature  has  joined ;  friendship  is  facrificed 

to 
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to  convenience  ;  and,  to  enjoy  in  fecurity  what  Provi¬ 
dence  has  given  him,  the  unhappy  poffeffor  is  con* 
{trained  to  become  an  alien  to  his  own  brother.  We 
cannot  refrain  from  bellowing,  in  this  place,  a  poll* 
humous  praife  upon  Abraham,  who,  uninfected  by 
the  tenacity  of  old  age  and  felfilhnefs,  cheerfully  fur- 
rendered,  while  he  yet  lived,  a  confiderable  part  of 
his  property,  in  order  to  infure  the  future  peace  of 
his  family,  and  wifely  left  his  principal  heir  a  poorer 
man,  that  he  might  leave  him  happier  and  more  fe- 
cure.  How  unlike  thofe  fordid  wretches,  who  will 
fcatter  nothing  till  death  breaks  into  the  hoard  \  and 
who  care  not  what  llrife  and  wretchednefs  overtake 
thofe  who  come  after  them,  in  the  very  dillribution 
of  their  property,  provided  they  can  keep  it  all  to 
ihemfelves,  were  it  but  for  one  day  longer  ! 

Ifaac  had  hitherto  milled  every  thing  to  the  wifdom 
and  afiedion  of  his  kind  father,  and  to  the  care  of 
an  indulgent  Providence,  even  fo  far  as  to  the  choice 
of  his  partner  for  life.  But  his  father  being  now  re¬ 
moved  by  death,  and  his  own  children  growing  up  fall 
upon  him,  he  is  under  the  neceffity  of  arifing  and 
exerting  himfelf.  For  the  bleffing  of  Providence  is 
to  be  alked,  and  expeded,  only  when  men  are  found 
in  the  way  of  their  duty,  and  wifely  employing  law¬ 
ful  and  appointed  means  of  profpering.  We  accord¬ 
ingly  find  him,  with  the  prudent  fagacity  of  a  good 
hulband,  father,  and  mailer,  direding  the  removal 
of  his  family  from  place  to  place,  as  occafion  fre¬ 
quently  required ;  forming  alliances  with  his  power¬ 
ful  neighbours,  for  their  mutual  fecurity  ;  and  pre¬ 
fixing  in  the  offices  of  religion,  his  favourite  employ¬ 
ment.  And  though  Providence  has  deprived  him  of 
the  counfel  and  protedion  of  an  earthly  parent,  he 
finds,  in  his  happy  experience,  that  the  man  whom 
God  continues  to  proted  and  blefs,  has  loll  nothing. 
“  Father  and  mother  have  forfaken  him,  but  the 
Lord  has  gracioully  taken  him  up,”  “  hedged  him 
round  on  every  fide,”  and  put  the  fear  and  dread  ©f 
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Jiim  into  all  the  neighbouring  nations,  who,  though 
they  envied,  durft  not  hurt  him. 


1  he  diftreffes  which  embittered  the  remainder  of 
Ifaac’s  life,  were  chiefly  internal  and  domeftic  ;  and, 


alas !  had  their  fource  in  his  own  infirmity,  namely, 
a  fond  partiality  in  favour  of  his  elder  fon  ;  the  mif- 
chief  of  which  was  increafed,  and  kept  alive,  by  a 
partiality,  equally  decided,  which  Rebekah  had  con¬ 
ceived  in  favour  of  Jacob,  “  Ifaac  loved  Efau  be- 
caufe  he  did  eat  of  his  venifon  ;  but  Rebekah  loved 
Jacob.”*  Mod  of  the  evils  of  a  man’s  lot  may  be 


eafily  traced  up  to  fome  weaknefs  in  which  he  has  in¬ 


dulged  himlelf,  fome  error  into  which  he  has  fallen, 
fome  opportunity  he  has  let  flip,  or  fome  crime  which 
he  has  committed.  Of  all  the  infirmities  to  which  our 
nature  is  fubjed,  none  is  more  common,  none  is 
more  unreafonabie,  unwife  and  unjuft,  none  more 
eafily  guarded  againfl:,  none  more  fatal  in  its  confe- 
quences  to  ourfelves  and  others,  than  that  of  making 
a  difference  between  one  child  and  another.  It  de- 
ftroys  the  favourite,  and  difcourages  thofe  who  are 
poflponed  and  flighted  ;  it  flows  the  feeds  of  jealoufy 
and  malice,  which  frequently  produce  ftrife,  and  end 
in  violence  and  blood.  It  fets  the  father  againfl:  the 
mother,  and  the  mother  againfl  the  father  ;  the  filler 
againfl  the  brother,  and  the  brother  againfl  the  filler. 
It  difturbed  the  repofe  of  Ifaac  s  family,  and  had  well 
nigh  brought  down  Jacob’s  hoary  head  with  forrow 
to  the  grave.  Parents  ought  to  examine,  and  to 
watch  over  themfelves  carefully  on  this  head.  If 
they  are  unable  to  fupprefs  the  feeling,  the  exprefiion 
of  it,  at  leafl,  is  in  their  power  ;  and  policy,  if  not 
 e,  demands  of  them  an  equitable  diflribution  of 
their  affedion,  their  countenance,  and  their  goods. 
For,  if  there  be  a  folly  which,  more  certainly  than 
another,  punifhes  itfelf,  it  is  this  ill-judged  and  wicked 
diflindion  between  equals.  One  is  afhamed  to  think 
of  the  reafon  which  is  afligned  for  Ifaac’s  preference 


of 
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of  his  elder  to  his  younger  fon,  44  Ifaac  loved  Efau 
becaufe  he  did  eat  of  his  venifon.”  The  original 
language  expreffes  it  ftill  more  forcibly,  becaufe  his 
venifon  was  in  his  mouth.”  By  what  grovelling  and 
unworthy  motives*  are  wife  and  good  men  often  actu¬ 
ated  !  And  what  a  mortifying  view  of  human  nature 
is  it,  to  fee  the  laws  of  prudence,  and  juftice,  and 
piety,  vilely  controlled  and  counteracted  by  the  loweft 
and  groffeit  of  our  appetites !  It  was  not  long  before 
the  effect  of  parental  partialities  appeared.  A  compe¬ 
tition  for  precedency,  and  the  rights  of  primogeni¬ 
ture,  engaged  the  attention  of  the  two  brothers,  and 
whetted  their  fpirits  againff  each  other,  from  their 
eariieft  years.  The  pretenfions  of  each  were  fup- 
ported  respectively  by  the  parents  according  to  favopr, 
to  the  difregard  of  every  maxim  of  good  fenfe,  and 
of  the  deflixiation  and  direction  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence.  Who  it  was  that  prevailed  in  this  conten¬ 
tion,  and  by  what  means,  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel. 

While  the  family  of  the  patriarch  was  thus  torn 
with  internal  diffenfion,  Providence  was  pleafed  to 
yifit  him  with  a  grievous  external  calamity.  There 
was  a  famine  in  the  land,  befides  the  firft  famine  that 
was  in  the  days  of  Abraham/'*  This,  for  a  while, 
repreffes  animofity.  Diffrefs,  common  to  all,  teaches 
them  to  love  one  another  5  and,  inftead  of  a  ftruggle 
for  precedency,  the  weightier  concern,  “  Where  ihall 
we  find  bread/’  now  occupies  their  thoughts.  This 
difpenfation  was  probably  intended  as  a  reproof  and 
correction  to  all  parties.  The  parents  were  admon- 
ifhed  of  the  folly  of  aiding  and  increafmg  the  una¬ 
voidable  ills  of  life,  by  wilfully  fowing  difcord  among 
brethren.  Efau,  ready  again  to  perifh  with  want,  is 
flung  with  remorfe  to  think,  that  in  one  hafty,  im¬ 
patient  moment  of  hunger,  he  had  fold,  for  the  tran¬ 
sient  gratification  of  a  low  appetite,  what  no  peni¬ 
tence  could  undo,  no  money  re-purchafe.  And  Jacob, 
feeling  himfelf  the  cravings  of  hunger,  was  chaltifed 
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for  taking  an  unkind  advantage  of  his  brother’s  necef- 
fity ;  and,  ready  in  his  turn  to  perifh,  might  be  con- 
ftrained  to  adopt  the  words  of  ftarving  Efau,  “  be¬ 
hold,  I  am  at  the  point  to  die,  and  what  profit  fhall 
this  birth-right  do  to  me.”*  For,  although  God 
ferves  himfelf  of  the  weakneffes  and  vices  of  men,  he 
approves  them  not,  nor  will  ftiffer  them  to  pafs  un- 
puniihed. 

#  Ifaac,  warned  of  God,  removes  not  into  Egypt,  the 
land  which  had  afforded  his  father  fhelter  and  fubfift- 
ence  in  a  fimiiar  florin,  and  which  has  often  proved 
an  afylum  to  the  church  ;  but  retires  to  Gerar,  one 
of  the  cities  of  Palefline,  fituated  between  Kadelh  and 
Shur.f  Abimelech  was  the  prince  who  at  that  time 
reigned  over  thp'Philiflines.  Ihe  fame  perfon,  ac^ 
cording  to  jcfephus,  with  whom  Abraham  had  formed 
a  connexion  10  friendly,  J  and  with  whom,  for  that 
reafon,  Heaven  now  directed  Ifaac  to  fojourn,  till  the 
famine  fhould  be  relieved,  Phis  conjecture  of  the 
Jewifli  hiftorian,  though  not  infupportable,  from  a 
phyfical  impediment  feems  highly  improbable  ;  if  we 
confider  that  feventy-five  years  have  elapfed  fmee 
Abraham  redded  at  Gerar  :  and  hiftory  furnifhes  few, 
if  any  examples,  of  reigns  of  fo  long  continuance.  It 
is  more  probable  that  Abimelech  was  then  the  gener¬ 
al  appellative  name  of  the  princes  of  that  part  or  Pa- 
leftine,  as  Pharaoh  was  that  of  the  kings  of  Egypt. 
When  we  behold  the  patriarchs  thus  removing  from 
place  to  place,  a  feeble,  unwarlike,  encumbered  bana, 
through  nations  fierce,  envious,  and  violent,  their 
fafety  is  to  be  accounted  for  only  from  the  reftrain- 
ing  power  of  God  over  the  hearts  of  men.  The 
dreadful  judgment  of  Sodom,  where  Lot  dwelt ;  the 
blindnefs  which  punifhed  the  attempt  to  violate  his 
guefts,  and  the  more  tremendous  deftruCtion  which 
avenged  juft  Heaven  of  their  ungodly  needs,  might 
operate  powerfully,  fo  far  as  thefe  events  were  known, 

and  their  memory  was  preferved,  to  overawe  the  neigh¬ 
bouring 

*  Gen.  xxv.  32.  f  Gen.  xx«  1°  f  Gen.  xx.  14? 


Lect.  III.  Hifiory  of  1/aac.  43 

bouring  nations,  and  to  procure  for  Lot’s  family  and 
kindred,  the  attention  and  refpeCt  which  fear,  if  not 
love,  infpires.  And,  as  a  proof  of  his  fupremacy, 
that  God,  u  in  whofe  hand  the  heart  of  the  king  is* 
and  who  can  turn  it  which  way  foever  he  will,”  has 
frequently  conftrained  the  enemies  of  his  church 
and  people  to  be  their  friends  and  proteCtors. 

This  repeated  vifitation  of  Canaan  by  famine,  was 
a  repeated  trial  of  the  patriarch’s  faith.  The  promife 
of  a  land,  fo  frequently  unable  to  fuftain  its  inhabit¬ 
ants,  could  have  little  value  in  the  eye  of  a  worldly 
mind.  But  faith  in  God  difcerns  the  principal  worth 
and  importance  of  temporal  bleflings,  in  their  being 
connected  with,  and  reprefenting  fpiritual  objects  ; 
and  examines  events,  not  by  their  agreement  with 
preconceived  opinions,  and  extravagant  expectations, 
but  by  their  moral  effeCts  and  confequences.  A  re* 
gion  uniformly  and  unfailingly  plenteous,  might  be¬ 
tray  its  poffeflbr  into  the  belief  that  its  fertility  flowed 
folely  from  natural  caufes,  and  God  might  be  forgot¬ 
ten  and  negleCted.  A  year  of  fcarcity  is  calculated 
to  teach  man  his  dependence,  and  to  force  him  to  im¬ 
plore  u  the  blefling  which  maketh  rich,  and  caufeth 
the  earth  to  yield  its  increafe.5? 

While  he  fojourned  among  the  Philiftines,  Ifaac 
falls  into  the  fame  infirmity  which  difhonoured  his 
father  in  Egypt.  Milled,  by  fufpicion  unworthy  of 
an  honeft  man,  and  fear  unworthy  of  the  friend  of 
God,  he  violates  facred  truth,  and  fins  againft  his  own 
confcience  :  for  when  interrogated  concerning  Re- 
bekah,  64  he  faid,  She  is  my  filler  :  for  he  feared  to 
fay,  She  is  my  wife,  left,  faid  he,  the  men  of  this 
place  Ihould  kill  me  for  Rebekah  ;  becaufe  fhe  was 
fair  to  look  upon.5’  *  The  criminality  of  this  mif- 
truft  is  greatly  aggravated,  by  the  clearnefs  and  ful- 
nefs  of  the  heavenly  vifion,  whereby  he  had  been 
admonilhed  to  bend  his  courfe  to  the  court  of  Abim- 
elech.  “  And  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  and  faid, 

Go 
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Go  not  down  Into  Egypt.  Dwell  In  the  land  which 
I  lhall  tell  thee  of.  Sojourn  in  this  land,  and  I  will 
be  with  thee,  and  will  bids  thee  :  for  unto  thee,  and 
unto  thy  feed,  I  will  give  all  thefe  countries,  and  I 
will  perform  the  oath  which  I  fware  unto  Abra¬ 
ham  thy  father.  And  I  will  make  thy  feed  to  multi¬ 
ply  as  the  hars  of  heaven,  and  will  give  unto  thy  feed 

all  thefe  countries  :  and  in  thy  feed  (hall  all  the  na- 

0 

tions  of  the  earth  be  bleffed.  Becaufe  that  Abraham 
obeyed  my  voice,  and  kept  my  charge,  my  command¬ 
ments,  my  ftatutes,  and  my  laws, 10  #  Slight  tempta¬ 
tions  frequently  prevail,  after  trials  more  formidable 
have  been  fuccefs fully  refilled  and  overcome.  The 
wife,  therefore,  will  reckon  no  danger  fmall,  no  foe 
contemptible,  no  condition  perfectly  fecure.  The 
faithful  will  learn  to  fpeak  truth,  to  do  good,  to 
trull  in  the  Lord,  and  fear  nothing. 

Virtue  is  not  hereditary  in  families,  it  clefcends  but 
in  rarer  inftances  ;  whereas  frailty,  alas  !  defcends  from 
every  father  to  every  fon.  Virtue  is  the  water  in  the 
particular  pool  ;  vice  the  torrent  in  the  river,  which 
fweeps  every  thing  before  it.  The  moderation,  hon¬ 
our  and  good  feme  of  Abimelech,  are  the  fevered: 
imaginable  reproof  of  the  difingenuoufnefs  of  the 
prophet,!  and  happily  prevented  the  mifchief,  which 
Ifaae,  feeldng  by  improper  means  to  fliun,  had  well 
nigh  occafioned. 

Under  the  protection  and  friendlhip  of  this  prince, 
he  has  now  obtained  a  fettlement  in  the  land  ;  and  by 
the  bleffing  of  Heaven  upon  his  honeft  induftry,  he 
profpers  and  increafes  in  the  midft  of  difficulties. 
c<m  Ifaae  fowed  in  the  land,  and  received  in  the  fame 
year  an  hundred  fold  :  and  the  Lord  bleffed  him. 
And  the  man  waxed  great,  and  went  forward,  and 
grewg  until  he  became  very  great.  For  he  had  poffef- 
lion  of  flocks,  and  poffeffion  of  herds,  and  great  ftore 
of  fervants.”t  But  we  are  by  no  means  to  imagine, 

that 
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that  worldly  fuccefs  is  ever  proportioned  to  pro.mifing 
means  and  favourable  opportunities.  “  The  race  is 


not  always  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong.” 
Some  men’s  fails  feem  to  gather  every  breath  of  the 
wind  :  they  get  forward  in  fpite  of  every  obftacle.  Oth¬ 
ers  feel  the  tempeft  continually  blowing  in  their  laces. 
All  things  are  againft  them,  and  though  they  let  out 
with  the  faireft,  mod  flattering  profpects,  unaccounta¬ 
bly  thwarted  and  difappointed,  they  “  wax  poor,  and 
fall  into  decay.”  Let  not  profperity,  then,  be  deem¬ 
ed  an  infallible  proof  of  wifdom  or  worth,  or  of  d:- 
vine  favour.  Neither  let  want  of  fuccefs  be  always 
derived  from  folly,  or  vice,  or  the  curie  of  Heaven  ; 
for  in  this  mixed,  imperfect,  probationary  (fate,  “  time 
and  chance  happen  to  all  men,”  neither  can  a  man 
tell  u  what  is  good  for  him  all  the  days  of  his  vain 
life,  which  he  fpendeth  as  a  fhadow.” 

Every  temporal  advantage  has  a  correlponding  in¬ 
felicity.  Ifaac  grew  rich  and  great,  but  a  the  Philii- 
tines  envied  him.”  And,  “  who  can  (land  before  en¬ 
vy  ?”  That  dark,  malignant  paffion’,  prompted  his  fur- 
ly,  jealous  foes  to  cut  off  one  fource  of  his  wealth, 
i<m  for  all  the  wells  which  his  father’s  fervants  had  dig¬ 
ged  in  the  days  of  Abraham  his  father,  the  Philiftines 
had  flopped  them,  and  filled  them  with  earth.”* 
This  was  in  effect  to  deflroy  the  flocks  and  the  herds. 
For  without  water, cc  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills” 
are  a  poor,  perifhing  commodity.  Envy  confiders 
that  as  gained  to  itfelf  which  is  loft  to  another  :  and 
not  only  delights  in  deftruftion,  from  which  it  hopes 
to  draw  advantage,  but  enjoys  the  mifehief  which  it 
works  merely  for  mifehief’s  fake.  Envy  will  even 
fubmit  to  hurt  itfelf  a  little,  to  have  the  malicious  fat- 
isfaftion  of  hurting  another  much.  Abimelech  him- 
felf,  more  liberal-minded  than  meaner  men,  grows  at 
length  weary  of  his  gueft,  feels  hurt  at  his  growing 
profperity,  envies  his  greatnefs,  and  difmifles  him  with 
cold  civility.  “  And  Abimelech  faid  unto  Ifaac,  Go 
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from  us :  for  thou  art  much  mightier  than  we.5,# 
Grandeur  admits  not  of  friendfhip  ;  and  friendfhip 
difdains  to  dwell  with  profligacy.  Of  all  the  men  in 
a  nation,  the  king  is  rnoft  certainly  excluded  from  this 
bleffing  ;  and  furely,  his  lot  contains  nothing  to  be 
once  compared  with  it,  or  which  can  fupply  its  want, 
Ifaac  prudently  gives  way.  He  withdraws  the  hat¬ 
ed  objeft  from  before  the  eyes  of  envy,  and,  leaving 
the  city,  pitches  his  tent  in  the  valley  of  Gerar.  Ap¬ 
prehending  he  had  a  hereditary  right  to  the  wells 
of  water  which  were  his  father’s,  and  which  the  Phi¬ 
liftines  had  malicioufly  obftrudted,  he  digs  again  for 
them  in  the  valley.  And  from  refpect  to  the  memory 
of  Abraham,  as  well  as  to  keep  alive  the  remembrance 
of  the  gracious  interpofitions  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  in  his  behalf,  he  revives  the  ancient  names  by 
which  the  wells  were  diftinguifhed.  Particularly  the 
name  Beer-fheba,  or,  the  well  of  the  oath,  is  preferred* 
the  memorial  of  the  covenant  ratified  upwards  of  fev- 
enty  years  before,  between  the  king  of  the  Philiftines 
and  Abraham  ;  and  which  was  known  by  that  name 
for  many  ages  afterwards,  as  one  of  the  extreme  boun¬ 
daries  of  the  holy  land.  But  the  unrelenting  jealoufy 
of  the  Philiftines  purfues  him  from  the  city  into  the 
field.  No  fooner  has  he  by  induftry  procured  for  his 
family  that  important  neceflary  of  life,  water,  than 
the  herdmen  of  Gerar  endeavoured  by  violence  to 
pofiefs  themfelves  of  it.  Ifaac,  fond  of  peace,  choofes 
rather  to  recede  from  his  juft  right,  than  to  fupport  it 
by  force  ;  and  frill  retires,  feeking  relief  in  patience 
and  induftry.  He  finds  himfelf  ftill  purfued  by  the 
pride  and  felfifhnefs  of  his  neighbours  ;  but  at  length 
conquers  by  yielding.  A  victory  the  moft  certain, 
the  moft  honourable,  and  the  moft  fatisfaftory.  And 
the  tranquillity  and  eafe  of  Rehoboth, t  amply  compen- 
fate  the  troubles  and  vexation  of  Efek  J  and  Sitnah .  § 
Finally,  to  prevent  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  every  ground 
of  quarrel,  he  fixes  his  refidence  at  a  ftill  greater  dif- 
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lance  from  Abimelech.  <c  He  went  up  from  thence 
to  Beer-fheba }”  where  feeling  himfelf  at  home,  after 
fo  many  removals,  he  at  once  pitches  his  tent  for  re* 
pofe,  and  builds  an  altar  for  religion  ;  and  the  hatred 
and  violence  of  man  is  loll  and  forgotten  in  commu¬ 
nion  with  God. 

The  expreffion,  “  he  called  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord,5'  feems  to  import,  that  when  his  altar  was  built, 
it  was  confecrated  to  the  fervice  of  God,  with  certain 
extraordinary  folemnities  ;  fuch  as  facrifice,  and  pub¬ 
lic  thankfgiving,  at  which  the  whole  family  affiled, 
and  in  which  the  holy  man  himfelf,  the  pried:  as  well 
as  the  prince  of  his  family,  joyfully  prefided.  His 
piety  was  fpeedily  acknowledged  and  crowned  with 
the  approbation  and  fmiles  of  his  Heavenly  Father. 
For,  “  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  the  fame  night, 
and  faid,  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham  thy  father,  fear 
not,  for  I  am  with  thee,  and  will  blefs  thee,  and  will 
multiply  thy  feed,  for  my  fervant  Abraham’s  fake.”* 
His  meek  and  placid  deportment,  together  with  his 
increafmg  power  and  wealth,  and  the  favour  of  Heav¬ 
en  fo  unequivocally  declared,  have  rendered  the  pa¬ 
triarch  fo  dignified  and  refpedlable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  that  the  prince,  who  from  an  unworthy  motive 
had  been  induced  to  treat  him  with  unldndnefs,  and 
to  difmifs  him  from  his  capital,  now  feels  himfelf  im¬ 
pelled  to  court  his  friendfhip,  and  to  fecure  it  by  a 
folemn  compact.  Abimelech  confiders  it  as  no  dim¬ 
inution  of  his  dignity,  to  leave  home,  attended  with 
the  mod  honourable  of  his  council,  and  the  fupreme 
in  command  over  his  armies,  in  order  to  vifit  the 
fhepherd  in  his  tent.  The  expoflulationf  of  Ifaac  is 
fimple  and  natural,  and  his  conduct  J  exhibits  a  mind 
free  from  gall,  free  from  refentment.  The  reply  of 
Abimelech  difclofes  the  true  motive  of  this  vifit. 
And  we  are  not  furprifed  to  find,  that  fear  has  at  leaf!: 
as  large  a  fhare  in  it  as  love.  §  The  word  of  men  find 
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it  to  be  their  intefeft  to  live  on  good  terms  with  the 
wile  and  pious  :  and  good  men  cleave  to  each  other 
from  affection. 

The  covenant  being  amicably  renewed,  and  the 
oath  of  God  interpofed,  and,  “  an  oath  for  confirma¬ 
tion  is  an  end  of  all  ftrife,”  the  king  of  Gerar  and  his 
retinue  return  in  peace,  and  leave  Ifaac  to  the  retire¬ 
ment  which  he  loved,  and  to  that  intercourfe  with 
Heaven,  which  he  prized  infinitely  above  the  friend- 
fhip  of  earthly  potentates.  And  now’,  a  delightful 
calm  of  eighteen  years  enfued,  of  which  no  traces  re¬ 
main  to  inform  or  inftruct  men,  but  which,  from  the 
well  known  character  of  this  patriarch,  we  may  well 
fuppofe  were  fpent  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  had  in 
everlafting  remembrance  before  God. 

At  this  period,  his  domeftic  tranquillity  was  again 
cruelly  difturbed,  and,  by  his  favourite  foil  ;  who, 
in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  own  life,  that  is,  the  hun¬ 
dredth  of  his  father’s,  introduced  two  idolatrous 
waves  at  once,  into  the  holy  family.  This  was  two 
great  evils  in  one.  It  was  being  unequally  yoked 
with  infidelity  \  and  carrying  on  a  practice  which  has 
ever  been  and  ever  will  be  fatal  to  domeftic  peace. 
The  daughter  of  an  Hittite  would  naturally  be  dif- 
pofed  to  interrupt  the  religious  harmony  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Ifaac’s  habitation,  and  two  wives  at  once 
would,  as  certainly,  be  difpofed  to  annoy  each  other, 
and  to  embroil  the  whole  family  in  their  quarrels. 
Ifaac  was  well  acquainted  with  the  foiicitude  of  nis 
pious  father  on  his  own  account,  in  the  important 
article,  marriage  ;  and  was  confcious  of  a  fimilar  anx¬ 
iety  refpefting  the  fettlement  of  his  fons.  We  may 
e$fily  conceive,  then,  how  he  felt  at  this  accumulated 
irregularity  and  imprudence  of  Efau.  He  was  wound¬ 
ed  there,  where  as  a  man,  a  father,  and  a ^fervant  of 
the  true  God,  he  was  molt  vulnerable,  l  o  be  neg¬ 
lected,  unacknowledged  in  a  matter  of  the  highell 

moment  to  his  comfort,  by  that  fon  whom  he  had 
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cherifhed  with  the  fondeft  affedtion,  and  on  whom  he 
refted  his  fondeft  hopes  ;  how  mortifying  to  a  father  ! 
But  befides,  the  holy  defcent  was  in  danger  of  beinp* 
marred  by  an  impure  heathenifh  mixture  ;  and  the 
minds  of  his  grand-children  likely  to  be  perverted 
from  the  knowledge  and  worfhip  of  the  God  of  their 
fathers.  Such  is  the  ungracious  return  which  parents 
often  meet  with,  for  all  that  profufion  of  tendernefs 
and  affection  which  they  lavifh  upon  their  offspring , 
fuch  their  reward,  for  all  their  wearifome  days,  and 
fleeplefs  nights.  The  ingrates  difpofe  of  their  affect 
tions,  their  perfons,  their  profpects,  their  all,  in  a 
hafty  fit  of  paffion  t  as  if  the  father  who  brought 
them  up  with  fo  much  toil  and  trouble,  as  if  the 
mother  who  bore  them  had  no  concern  in  the  matter. 
The  ungrateful  diforderly  condudt  of  their  elder  fon, 

and  no  wonder,  was  66  a  grief  of  mind  to  Ifaac  and  to 
Rebekah.” 


Whether  it  was  from  the  vexation  occafioned  by 
this  event,  from  difeafe,  irons  accident,  or  forne  nat¬ 
ural  weaknefs  in  the  organs  of  fight,  we  are  not  in¬ 
formed,  but  we  find  Ifaac,  in  the  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fifth  year  of  his  life, —in  a  ftate  of  total  blind- 
nefs  ;  and  he  was  probably  vifited  with  the  lofs  of 
that  precious  fenfe  at  a  much  earlier  period.  But 
forty-five  years,  at  lead,  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage  were 
paffed  in  this  dark  and  comfortlefs  ftate.  All  men 
wifh  to  live  to  old  age  ;  but  when  they  have  attained 
their  wifh,  they  are  apt  to  repine  at  the  infirmities 
and  the  difcomforts  which  are  neceffarily  incident  to 
it.  They  would  be  old ;  but  they  would  not  b~ 
blind,  and  palfied,  and  feeble.  They  would  be  old  - 
but  they  would  not  be  neglected,  wearied  of,  and  for- 
laken.  They  would  be  old  ;  but  they  would  not  be 
pracufed  upon  and  deceived.  But,  old  age  certainly 
rings  on  all  thefe,  and  many  more  inconveniences; 
and  vain  it  is  to  dream  of  the  benefit,  without  the 

care.  We  read  but  of  one,  that  is  Mofes  himfelf, 

VOL.  II.  ^  * 

whofe 


% 


Lect.  ITT* 


50  Hi/lory  of  Ifaac . 

whofe  cc  eye,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  twenty, 
was  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  force  abated. ” . 

This  dark  period  of  Ifaac’s  life,  containing  many 
interefting  and  inftru&ive  particulars,  will  furnifh 
matter  for  a  feparate  difcourfe.  In  reviewing  the  paft, 
we  are  under  the  neceffity  of  again  admonifhing  par¬ 
ents,  on  that  momentous  article, — Impartiality  in  the 
diftribution  of  their  attention,  their  tendernefs,  and 
their  property,  among  their  children.  The  trifling 
circumftances  of  name,  of  perfonal  likenefs,  of  beau¬ 
ty  and  deformity,  and  the  like,  over  which  parents 
had  little  power,  and  the  children  none  at  all  ;  and 
which  in  themfelves  have  neither  merit  nor  demerit, 
and  are  the  objects  of  neither  juft  praife  nor  blame, 
have  been  known  to  eftablifh  diftinctions  in  families, 
which  deftroyed  their  peace,  and  accelerated  their^  ru¬ 
in.  Children  unborn  have  often  felt  the  dire  effefts 
of  a  filly  nick-name,  impofed  on  a  progenitor  whom 
they  knew  not,  and  whofe  relation  to  them  was  theie- 
by  rendered  a  £urfe.  Men  are  often  deemed  unfor¬ 
tunate,  both  by  themfelves  and  others,  where  they 
deferve  to  be  reckoned  unwife.  They  themfelves  do 
the  mifchief,  and  then  wonder  how  it  came  about. 
They  fpoil  their  children,  and  then  complain  that  they 
are  fo  perverfe.  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  bring 
up  youth  ;  how  difficult  to  bear  an  even  hand  between 
child  and  child,  to  counteraft  the  bias  of  favour  and 
affeftion,  to  conceal  and  difguife  the  ftrong  emotions 
of  the  heart.  But  it  is  only  the  more  neceffary  to  be 
prudent,  to  be  vigilant,  “  to  walk  circumfpectly, 
and,  to  afk  u  wifdom  of  God.” 
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And  it  came  to  pafs ,  that  when  Ifaac  was  old ,  to  <?y£f 

were  dim ,  fo  that  he  could  not  fee,  he  called  Efau  his 
eldeft  fon,  and  faid  unto  him ,  My  fon.  And  he  J'aid  un¬ 
to  him.  Behold,  here  am  L  And  he  faid.  Behold,  now 
I  am  old ,  l  know  not  the  day  of  my  death .  Now,  there¬ 
fore,  take,  I  pray  thee,  thy  weapons,  thy  quiver  and  thy 
bow,  and  go  out  to  the  feld,  and  take  me  fame  venifon  ; 
and  make  me  favour y  meat,  fuch  as  I  love,  and  bring  it 
to  me,  that  I  may  eat  ;  that  my  fold  may  blefs  thee  before 
I  die.  And  Rebekah  heard  when  Jfaac  fpake  to  Efau 
his  fon  :  and  Efau  went  to  the  field  to  hunt  for  venifon , 
and  to  bring  it. 

ThERE  is  a  generous  principle  in  human  nature 
which  commonly  difpoles  us  to  take  part  with  the 
weakeft.  We  feel  an  honefl  indignation  at  feeing 
weaknefs  oppreffed  by  might,  honefty  over-reached  by 
cunning,  and  unfufpedting  goodnefs  played  upon  by 
felfifhnefs  and  knavery-  God  himfelf  feels  the  infults 
offered  to  the  deftitute  and  the  helpleis  *,  declares 
himfelf  “  the  judge  of  the  widow,  the  protedlor  of 
the  fatherlefs,  the  fhield  of  the  ftranger.”  He  aims 
his  thunder  at  the  head  of  him  who  putteth  a  “  itum- 
bling-block  in  the  way  of  the  blind,  and  planteth  a 
fnare  for  the  innocent/’  And  though,  in  the  fove- 
reignty  of  his  power,  and  the  depths  of  his  wifdom. 
He  is  fometimes  pleafed  to  employ  the  vices  of  men 
to  execute  his  purpofes  of  goodnefs  and  mercy,  he 
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loves  and  approves  only  “  whatfoever  things  are  true* 
whatfoever  things  are  honed,  whatfoever  things  are 
jull,  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever  things- 
are  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of  good  report,”* 
and  the  perfons  who  love  and  practife  them. 

It  is  not  the  lead  profitable  part  of  the  dudy  of 
both  providence  and  fcripture,  to  trace  the  conduct  of 
a  righteous  God  in  punching  the  olfender,  though  he 
has  lubdued  the  oifence  into  a  fervant  of  his  own  will  $ 
chadening  his  children  by  a  rod  of  their  own  prepar¬ 
ing  ;  tumbling  the  wicked  into  the  pit  which  them- 
lelves  have  digged,  and  bringing  backfliders  again  to 
himfelf,  by  making  them  to  eat  the  bitter  fruit  of  their 
own  doings.  Happy  it  is  for  the  children  of  men,  if 
their  deviations  from  the  path  of  rectitude  meet  their 
correction  in  a  temporal  punifhment.  But  woe  to 
that  man,  whom  judice  permits  to  thrive  in  his  ini¬ 
quity,  and  to  grow  hardened  through  impunity ; 
whofe  retribution  is  deferred  till  repentance  can  pro¬ 
duce  no  change.  Chadife  me,  O  Father,  as  feverely 
as  thou  wilt.  Let  me  not  fall  adeep  under  my  tranf- 
greffion,  and  thy  hot  dilpleafure.  Diipoie  as  thou 
wilt  of  my  body,  my  edate,  my  wordly  comfort  ;  but 
kt  my  foul  live  before  thee-  Let  me  fee  my  fin,  and 
purge  me  thoroughly  from  it. 

—We  are  now  to  attempt  the  illudration  of  thefe 

reflections,  from  hrdory. 

The  life  of  Ifaac  may  be  divided  into  three  periods. 
The  fird,  containing  feventy-five  years,  from  his  birth 
to  the  death  of  Abraham  ;  during  which,  being  under 
parental'  government,  and  of  a  meek,  unafpiring  dii- 
pofition,  his  hidory  is  blended  with,  and  included  in 
that  of  his  father..  The  fecond,  commencing  at  his 
father’s  death,  and  ending  in  his  one  hundred  and 
thirty-feventh  year  :  when  it  pleafed  God  to  vifit  him 
with  extreme  weaknefs,  or  total  lofs  of  eye*  fight. 
This  contains  the  fpace  of  fixty-two  years,  which  may 
be  termed  his  aCtive  period.  To  it  lucceeds  a  heavy 
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period  of  forty-three  years,  up  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
During  which  we  lee  a  poor  dark  old  man,  at  the 
•difpofal  of  others,  moving  in  a  narrow  fphere  ; 

knowledge”  and  comfort,  u  at  one  entrance,  quite 
l hut  out."  We  behold  a  man,  who,  when  cc  he  was 
young,  girded  himfelf,  and  walked  whither  he  would  ; 
hut  now7  become  old,  firetching  forth  his  hands,  and 
another  girding  him,  and  carrying  him  whither  he 
would  not.”  This  portion  of  his  hiftory,  according¬ 
ly,  is  blended  with,  and  fwaliowed  tip  in  that  of  his 
two  fons. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  period,  we  find  Ifaac  fen* 
fible  of  his  growing  infirmities,  feeling  the  approach 


of  death,  though  ignorant  of  the  day  of  it,  and  anx- 


jous  to  convey  the  double  portion,  the  patriarchal  ben¬ 
ediction,  and  the  covenant  promife,  according  to  the 
•bent  of  his  natural  affection,  to  his  elder  and  more 
beloved  fon.  He  calls  him  with  accents  of  paternal 
tendernefs,  and  propofes  to  him  the  mingled  gratifi¬ 
cation  of  purfuing  his  owh  favourite  amufement,  of 
miniftering  to  his  tond  father’s  pleafure,  and  of  fe- 
euring  to  himfelf  the  great  object  of  his  ambition  and 
delire,  the  bleffing ,  with  all  its  valuable  effects. 

Behold  of  what  importance  it  is,  that  our  propenli- 
ties  be  originally  good,  feeing  indulgence  and  habit 
interweave  them  with  our  very  conflitution,  till  they 
become  a  fecond  nature,  and  age  confirms  inftead  of 
eradicating  them.  We  find  the  two  great  infirmities 
of  Ifaac’ s  character  predominant  to  the  lali,  a  difpgli- 
tion  to  gratify  his  palate  with  a  particular  kind  of 
rood,  and  partiality  to  his  fon  Efau.  Time  has  not 
yet  blunted  the  edge  of  appetite  ;  and  the  eye  of  the 
mind,  dim  as  the  bodily  organ,  overlooks  the  unduti- 
fulnefs  which  had  pierced  a  father’s  heart,  by  unhal¬ 
lowed  inaufpicious  marriages  with  the  Hittite;  and 
Ifaac  difcerns  in  his  darling,  thofe  qualities  only,  in 
which  miiguided  affeftion  had  drelfed  him  out.  Thus, 
a  ftrong  and  lively  principle  of  grace  may  conflft 
with  much  natural  weaknefs. 


Rebekah 
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Rebekah,  equally  attentive  to  the  interefl  of  her 
younger  fon,  happened  to  overhear  the  charge  which 
Ifaac  gave  to  Efau,  and  immediately,  with  the  quick- 
nefs  of  a  female,  determined,  at  all  hazards,  to  carry  a 
favourite  points  fhe  builds  upon  it  a  project  of  ootain- 
ing,  by  management  and  addrefs,  what  fhe  defpaired 
of  bringing  about  by  the  dired  road  of  entreaty  or 
perfualion.  Unhappy  it  is  for  that  family,  the  heads 
.  of  which  entertain  oppofite  views,  and  purfue  Separate 
interefts.  One  tent  could  not  long  contain  two  ri¬ 
val  brothers,  whole  animofity  was  kept  alive  and  en¬ 
couraged  by  thofe,  whofe  wifdom  and  authority  fhould 
have  interpofed  to  fupprefs  it.  It  is  affeding  to  think 
how  little  fcrupulous  even  good  people  are,  about  the 
means  of  accomplifhing  what  their  heaits  are  Set  up¬ 
on  \  how  eafily  the  understanding  and  the  confidence 
become  the  dupe  of  the  affedions.  The  apologias  of 
Rebekah  charitably  afcribe  her  condud  on  this  occa- 
fion  to  motives  of  religion.  She  is  fuppofed  to  be 
aduated  throughout  by  zeal  for  fupporting  the  def- 
tination  of  Heaven,  c  ■  The  elder  fhall  ierve  the  young¬ 
er  ;  5  a  deftination  which  (he  obferved  her  huSoand  was 
eager  to  fubvert.  I  am  not  diipoied  to  refufe  her, 
to  a  certain  degree,  the  credit  or  fo  worthy  ^princi¬ 
ple  ;  for  the  piety  of  her  Spirit,  on  other  oceafions,  is 
unquestionable.  But  I  fee  too  much  of  the  woman, 
of  the  mother,  of  the  Spirit  of  this  world,  m  her  be¬ 
haviour,  to  believe  that  her  motives  were  wholly  pure 
and  fpiritual.  Religion,  true  religion,  never  does  evil 

that  good  may  come. 

Admitting  that  Ifaac  was  to  blame,  for  mifunder- 
ftanding,  forgetting  or  endeavouring  to  contradid  the 
oracle  which  gave  the  preference  to  Jacob ;  lure  y, 
furely,  it  belonged  to  the  wife  of  his  youth  to  have 
employed  other  means  to  undeceive  and  admonnh 
him.  Was  the  deception  which  fhe  pradifed  upon  his 
helplefsnefs  and  infirmity,  the  proof  fhe  exhibited  of 
the  love,  honour-  and  obedience  which  fhe  owed  her 
lord  ?  Was  it  confiftent  with  genuine  piety,  to  take 
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the  work  of  God  out  of  his  hands  ?  As  if  the  wifdom 
of  fehovah  needed  the  aid  of  human  craft  and  in¬ 
vention.  And,  could  a  mother,  not  only  herfelf  de¬ 
viate  into  the  crooked  paths  of  diffimulation  and  false¬ 
hood,  and  become  a  pattern  of  deceit,  but  wicked  y 
attempt  to  decoy,  periuade,  conltrain  her  own  on,  to 
violate  facred  truth  ?  “  It  is  not,  and  it  cannot  come 

to  good.”  ,  r  A  A 

Having  planned  her  fcheme,  and  over-perfuaded 

Jacob  to  a  (lift  in  the  execution  of  it,  Rebekah  loies 

not  a  moment  ;  and  Ifaac’s  favourite  dilh  is  ready  to 

be  ferved  up,  long  before  the  uncertainty  of  hunting, 

and  the  dexterity  of  Efau  could  have  procured  it. 

Jacob,  arrayed  in  goodly  raiment  of  his  elder  brother, 

difguifed  to  the  fenfe  of  feeling,  as  much  as  art  could 

difguife  him,  and  furnifhed  with  the  favoury  meat 

which  his  father  loved,  advances  with  trembling, 

doubtful  fteps  to  his  apartment.  In  the  conveilation 

that  enfued,  which  is  molt  to  be  wondered  at— the 

honed  unfufpe&ing  fimpiicity  of  the  father  ;  or,  the 

fhamelefs,  undaunted  effrontery  of  the  fon  ?  But,  in 

thinking  of  the  one,  our  wonder  is  mingled  with  re- 

fpect  and  edeem  ;  the  other  excites  refentment  and 

abhorrence.  It  fhews  the  danger  of-  getting  into  a 

wrong  train.  One  fraud  mud  be  followed  up  with 

another  ;  one  injury  mud  fupport  and  judiiy  another  \ 

and  fimple  falfehood,  by  an  eafy  piogrefs,  riles  up  to 

perjury4.  Who  is  not  fliocked,  to  hear  the  fon  ot 

Ifaac  interpofing  the  great  and  dreadful  name  of  the 

“  LORD  God  of  his  father,”  not  to  confirm  the 

truth,  but  to  countenance  and  bear  out  a  wilful  and 

deliberate  lie  ?  What  earthly  good  is  worth  purchafing 

at  fuch  a  price  ?  Surely  his  tongue  faultered  when  it 

pronounced  thofe  folemn,  thofe  awful  words. 

The  good  old  man’s  fufpicions  were  evidently 
alarmed,  either  by  the  tone  of  Jacob’s  voice,  or 
by  the  hefitating  manner  in  which  he  fpoke.  And, 
apprehending  he  had  an  infallible  method  or  detec¬ 
tion,  if  a  fallacy  there  were,  he  appeals  from  the  tedi- 
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rnony  of  his  ears,  to  his  feeling.  But  behold,  craft  is 
too  deep  for  honefty.  Rebekah  and  her  fon  have 
not  contrived  their  plot  fo  ill,  as  to  fail  at  this  ftage  of 
t  le  bufinefs  ;  and  Ifaac  is  too  good  himfelf  to  imagine 
that  others  could  be  l'o  wicked.  ,  He  fuffers  himl'elf, 
therefore,  to  be  at  length  perfuaded  ;  and,  refrefhed 
with  meat  and  drink,  pronounces  the  bleffing  which 
he  had  promifed.  Had  he  not  been  blinded,  when  he 
faw,  with  ill-judged  favour  to  Efau,  and  feduced  by 
the  flavour  of  his  venifon,  he  had  not  been  expofed  to 
this  impofition,  in  his  helplefs  ftate.  Could  Jacob 
have  truited  in  God,  and  waited  to  be  condu&ed  of 
Providence,  he  had  arrived  at  his  end  no  lefs  cer¬ 
tainly,  and  with  much  lefs  dilhonour.  But  «  God  is 
true,  though  every  man  be  found  a  liar.” 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  though  Ifaac,  by  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy  which  was  in  him,  forefaw  and  fore¬ 
told  the  future  fortunes  of  his  family ;  though  he 
could  clearly  difcern  objects  at  the  remofoft  diftance, 
his  natural  difcernment  was  fo  final},  and  even  his 
prophetic  knowledge  fo  partial,  that  he  could  not  dif- 
tinguifh  the  one  branch  of  his  family  from  the  other  ; 
and,  impelled  by  a  will  more  powerful  than  his  own, 
he  involuntarily  bellowed  dominion  and  precedency 
where  he  leaft  intended  it.  “  For  the  prophecy  came 
not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  7iian  :  but  holy  men  of 
God  fpake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghofl:.”* 
Thus,  Balaam  afterwards  prophefied,  not  what  he 
would,  but  as  the  Spirit  of  God  conllrained  him  ;  and 
thus,  Caiaphas  predicted  the  death  of  Chrifl:  for  the 
fins  of  the  people  ;  but  this  fpake  he,  not  of  him¬ 
felf  :  but  being  high  priefl:  that  year,  he  prophefied 
that  Jefus  lhould  die  for  that  nation.”! 

Thus,  was  Ifaac  deceived,  in  having  Jacob  impofed 
upon  him  for  Efau.  Nor  was  Rebekah  lefs  difap- 
pointed.  For  the  blefling  which  flie  had  furreptitiouf- 
ly  obtained  for  her  favourite,  inftead  of  producing  the 
immediate  benefits  expected  from  it,  plunged  him  in¬ 
to 
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to  an  ocean  of  diftrefs,  exiled  him  from  his  country 
and  his  father’s  houfe,  expofed  him,  in  his  turn,  to 
impofition  and  infult ;  and,  but  for  the  care  of  a  fu- 
perintending  Providence,  the  lucceis  which  he  had 
earned  by  the  facrifice  of  a  good  confcience,  mud: 
have  defeated  and  deflroyed  itlelf.  But  “  the  coum 
lei  of  the  Lord  ftandeth  forever,  the  thoughts  of  Ins 
heart  to  all  generations.”*  “  His  decree  may  no  man 
reverfe.”  “  The  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  God  but  the  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs 
of  God,  can  eafdy  bend  the  wrath  of  man  to  their 
purpofe. 

Jacob  has  hardiy  departed  with  his  ill-gotten  bene¬ 
diction,  when  Efau  arrives  in  the  triumph  of  fuccels 
and  hope  ;  his  heart  overflowing  with  filial  tendernefs, 
and  panting  for  the  promifed  reward  of  his  labours. 
The  feelings  of  both  the  father  and  fon,  when  the 
cheat  was  difeovered,  are  more  eafily  conceived  than 
deferibed  :  the  fhame  of  being  over-reached,  refent- 
ment  againft  the  iirtpoftor,  the  chagrin  of  difappoint- 
ed  hope,  of  difappointed  ambition  ;  bitter  reflection 
on  the  folly  and  danger  of  refilling  the  high  will  of 
Heaven,  and  on  the  hard  neceflity  of  fubmitting  to 
the  irreverfible  decree.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  ten¬ 
dernefs  of  Efau’s  expoftulaticn,  when  he  found  the 
blefiing  \yas  irrecoverably  gone  from  him.  The 
name  of  his  brother  ;  the  occafion  of  its  being  given 
him  ;  his  conduCt  fince  he  grew  up  ;  the  repeated  ad¬ 
vantage  he  had  taken,  of  his  neceflity  at  one  time,  of 
his  abfence  at  another,  all  rufh  upon  his  mind  at  once, 
nnd  excite  a  tempeft  of  paffion  which  he  is  unable  to 
govern.  “  And  Efau  faid  unto  his  father,  Iiaft  thou 
but  one  blefiing,  my  father  ?  Bids  me,  even  me  alfo, 
O  my  father  ;  and  Efau  lift  up  his  voice,  and  weptd’f 
The  ability  and  the  good  will  of  an  earthly  parent, 
have  their  limits.  Ele  has  but  one,  or  at  molt,  a  fee-? 
ond  blefiing  to  beftow.  What  he  gives  to  this  child 
|s  fo  much  taken  away  from  that  other.  But  the  lib¬ 
erality, 
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erality,  and  the  power  of  our  heavenly  Father,  are 
unoounded.  u  In  our  Father’s  houfe  there  are  many 
manfions.  With  him  cc  there  is  bread  enough  and 
to  ipare.55  Ifaac  difcovers,  at  length,  that  he  has  been 
fighting  againft  God  ;  and  while  he  refents  Jacob’s 
iuhtilty,  and  the  unkindnefs  of  Rebekah,  he  acknowl¬ 
edges,  and  fubmits,  to  the  high  will  of  Heaven.  The 
Hefting  which  he  had  pronounced  unwittingly,  and 
which  he  finds  to  be  irrevocable,  he  now  deliberately 
and  cheerfully  confirms. 

And  now,  behold  the  little  fpark  of  difcord  be¬ 
tween  the  brethren  blown  up  into  a  flame,  which 
threatens  deftruaion  to  the  whole  family.  And, 
dreadful  to  think,  Efau  looks  forward,  with  defire,  to  - 
the  death  of  his  old  kind  father,  that  he  might  prof- 
ecute  revenge  againft  his  brother,  unto  blood.  Hith¬ 
erto  we  have  feen  in  Efau  an  objeft  of  compaflion ; 
we  now  view  him  with  deteftation  ;  and  we  find  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God  profecuting  this  murder¬ 
ous  difpofition  in  his  pofterity,  to  their  utter  ruin. 

“  For  thy  violence  againft  thy  brother  Jacob,  fhame 
fhall  cover  thee,  and  thou  (halt  be  cut  oft'  for  ever.”  * 

C4  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  prepare  thee 
unto  blood,  and  blood  fhall  purfue  thee  :  fith  thou 
haft  not  hated  blood,  even  blood  fhall  purfue  thee. 

1  hus  I  will  make  Mount  Seir  rnoft  defolate,  and  cut 
off  from  it  him  that  paffeth  out,  and  him  that  return- 
eth.”f  66  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  For  three  tranfgref- 
fions  of  Edom,  and  for  four,  I  will  not  turn  away  the 
punifhment  thereof :  becaufe  he  did  purfue  his  broth¬ 
er  with  the  fword,  and  did  call  off  all  pity,  and  his 
anger  did  tear  perpetually,  and  kept  his  wrath  forever. 
But  I  will  fend  a  fire  upon  Teman,  which  fhall  de¬ 
vour  the  palaces  of  Bozrah.”j  Rebekah  too,  now 
that  a  fword  pierces  through  her  own  foul,”  ready 
4C  to  lofe  both  her  children  in  one  day,”  too  late 
difcerns  how  imprudently  fhe  has  afted,  and  is  glad 
to  purchafe  the  fafety  of  her  favourite  at  the  price  of 

his 
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his  baniftment.  So  uneafily  do  thofc  poffcffions  fit 
uoon  us  which  we  have  acquired  by  improper  means. 

*  The  threatening  words  of  his  elder  fon,  muit  have 
fpeediiy  reached  the  ears  of  the  aged  patriarch  alio. 
And  he  has  the  inexpreffible  mortification  of  learning 
that  the  ungrateful  wretch  whom  he  had  cheinhed  m 
his  bofom,  and  to  whom  his  foncinefs  would  lave  gi\ 
en  every  thing,  was  enjoying  the  proipeft  of  his  ap¬ 
proaching  death,  becaufe  it  would  allard  a  later  op¬ 
portunity  of  practifing  his  meditated  revenge.  his 
indeed  was  the  bitternefs  of  death,  to  “  feel  how 
flrarper  than  a  ferpent’s  tooth  it  is  to  have  a  thann- 
lefs  child. ’’  And,  thus  feverely  the  unwile  attach¬ 

ment  of  both  the  parents  punifhed  itlelf,  by  the  effect 

which  it  produced.  . 

To  prevent  the  dreadful  mifehief  which  hung  over 
his  hoary  head,  all  his  profpetfs .  concerning  Efau, 
beinn  now  blighted  by  the  heathenifh  alliances  whicn 
he  had  formed,  by  his  diabolical  character,  and  by 
the  rejection  of  Heaven,  he  gladly  confents  to  the  dit- 
miffion  of  Jacob  :  and  all  his  hopes,  at  length,  fettle 
on  him  whom  he  loved  lefs.  But,  to  part  with  the 
heir  of  the  promife,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  years,  to  fend  him  away  into  a  far  country ,  ■■ 
was  it  not  to  part  with  him  forever  ?  The  fervour  of 
his  farewel  benediction,  pathetically  exprelfes  his  des¬ 
pair  of  meeting  him  again,  “  God  Almighty  bleis 
thee,  and  make  thee  fruitful,  and  multiply  thee,  that 
thou  mayeft  be  a  multitude  of  people :  and  give  thee 
the  bleffing  of  Abraham,  to  thee,  and  to  thy  feed  with 
thee  ;  that  thou  mayeft  inherit  the  land  wherein  thou 
art  a  ftranger,  which  God  gave  to  Abraham. 
Thefe  are  the  laft  words,  this  the  lafl  aftion  of  Ifaac’s 
life,  upon  record.  But  his  latter  end  was  at  a  greater 
diftance  .than  he  or  than  Efau  apprehended.  lie 
furvived  this  event  forty  years.  He  lived  to  loie  in 
communion  with  God,  the  diforder  and  difperfion  or 

his  family.  He  lived  to  fhelter  and  to  blefs  by  his 

prayers, 

*  Gen,  xxviii.  3>  4. 


6o 


lift  or y  of  Jfaac.  Lrcr.  IV, 

prayers,  him  whom  the  paternal  roof  could  {belter 
and  protect  no  longer.  He  lived  to  be  refrefhed  with 
the  good  tidings  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  bleffing,  and  the 
happy  increafe  of  Jacob’s  family.  He  lived  to  “  fee 
him”  again  “  in  his  touch,”  and  to  embrace  his  grand¬ 
children.  I  his  period  of  his  life  is  a  mere  blank  to 
\  pofterity.  But  if  we  are  ever  admitted  to  read  in 
“  ^he  book  of  God’s  remembrance,”  O  how  will  thefe 
forty  years  of  filence  and  oblivion  arife  and  fifine !  ~  ~ 
At  lait,  old  and  full  of  days,  Uaac  drops  into  the 
grave.  “  The  days  of  Ifaac  were  an  hundred  and 
fourfcoie  years,  and  Ifaac  gave  up  the  ghoft  and  died, 
and  was  gathered  unto  his  people.”*  “Let  me  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  Jaft  end  be  like 
his  !”  Time,  and.  a  better  fpirit,  and  the  death  of  a 
fachei,  hare  happily  extinguifhed  refentment  between 
the  brothers.  Efap  thinks  no  more  of  flaying  Jacob. 
They  mingle  tears,  as  did  Ifaac  and  Iflimael,  over 
their  parent’s  tomb,  and  their  angry  paflions  fleep  in 
the  dull  with  him. 

Thus  lived  and  died  Ifaac  the  fon  of  Abraham,  a 
man  of  contemplation,  piety  and  peace.  A  man  of 
few  and  flight  infirmities  ;  of  many  and  eminent  vir¬ 
tues.  A  man,  whom  Providence  tried  with  multipli¬ 
ed  and  fevere  aiilictions  ;  and  whom  faith  (Lengthen¬ 
ed  to  bear  them  with  patience  and  fortitude,  His  ftory 
comes  home  to  the  bread:  and  bofom  of  every  man. 
His  excellencies  are  fuch  as  all  may,  by  due  cultiva¬ 
tion,  acquire;  his  virtue  fuch  as  all  may  imitate. 
His  faults  are  thofe,  to  which  even  good  men  are  lia¬ 
ble,  and  which  they  are  the  more  concerned  to  avoid, 
or  to  amend. 

To  young  men,  we  would  hold  him  up  as  a  pat¬ 
tern  of  filial  tendernefs  and  fubmiflion.  Ifaac  poflelf- 
ed  in  an  eminent  degree,  that  moft  amiable  quality  of 
ingenuous  youth,  dutiful  refpefl  to  the  mother  who 
bare  him.  He  cherifiied  her  with  pious  attention 
while  Ihe  lived,  and  fincerely  lamented  her  in  death ; 

till 

*  Gen*  xxxv.  28,  29* 


6i 


Lect.  IV,  Hi/lory  of  tfaae. 

till  duty  called  him  to  drop  the  grateful  and  affection- 
ate  fon,  in  the  loving  and  faithful  hufband.  So  long 
'  as  Abraham  lived,  Ifaac  had  no  will  but  the  will  of  his 
father.  The  mafter  of  a  family  may  learn  of  him  do- 
ineftic  piety  and  devotion,  conjugal  fidelity,  prudent 
forefight,  perlevering  induftry.  The  lelfifh  and  con¬ 
tentious  are  reproved,  by  the  example  of  his  mode:  a- 
tion,  by  his  patience  under  unkindnefs  and  injuftice, 
by  his  meek  furrender  of  an  undoubted  right,  for  the 
fake  of  peace.  Let  the  aged  confider  him  well,  and  im¬ 
itate  his  fweetnefs  of  temper,  his  refignation  under  af¬ 
fliction,  his  gentle  requital  of  deception  and  infult,  his 
fuperiority  to  the  world,  his  compofure  in  the  proi- 
pe£t  of  diffolution,  and  the  faith  which  triumphed 
over  death  and  the  grave.  Let  the  affluent  and  the 
profperous  learn  of  him,  to  adorn  high  rank  and 
ample  fortune,  by  humility  and  condefcenfion ;  and 
the  wretched,  to  endure  diftrefs  with  fortitude  and 
refignation.  Let  his  faults  be  forgotten,  and  his  in¬ 
firmities  covered  ;  or  remembered  only  as  a  reproof 
and  admonition  to  ourfelves. ,  And  let  us  be  followers 
together  of  him,  and  of  all  them  who  “  through  faith, 
and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.” 
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GENESIS  XXV.  27 — -34. 

And  the  hoys  grew  ;  and  Efau  was  a  cunning  hunter ,  a 
man  of  the  field :  and  Jacob  was  a  plain  man ,  dwelling 
in  tents .  And  Ifaac  loved  Efau ,  becaufe  he  did  eat 
of  his  venifon  ;  but  Rebekah  loved  Jacob .  vfe/  7^20^ 
fod  pottage  :  and  Efau  came  from  the  fields  and  he 
was  faint .  And  Efau  f aid  to  Jacoby  Feed  me,  1  pray 
thee ,  with  that  fame  red  pottage  , for  1  am  faint :  there - 
fore  his  name  was  called  Edom .  Jacob  faid ,  &7/ 

this  day  thy  birth-right .  yf/23?  faid ,  Behold , 

/  <2/  the  point  to  die :  and  what  profit  Jhall  this 

birth-right  do  to  me  ?  And  Jacob  faid ,  Swear  to  me  this 
day :  and  he  fiware  unto  him  :  and  he  fold  his  birth¬ 
right  unto  Jacob .  Then  Jacob  gave  Efau  bread  and 
pottage  of  l entile  S',  and  he  did  eat  and  drink ,  <272^/  rofe 
up^  and  went  his  way :  thus  Efau  defpifed  his  birth - 
right . 

The  importance  of  the  perfonages,  to  whofe  ac¬ 
quaintance  we  are  introduced  in  the  facred  pages,  is 
to  be  eftimated,  not  by  circumftances  which  catch  and 
engage  the  fuperficial  and  the  vain,  and  which  confti- 
tute  what  is  called  greatnefs  among  men.  No ; 
cc  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the  world,  to 
confound  the  things  which  are  mighty ;  and  bafe 
things  of  the  world,  and  things  which  are  defpifed, 
hath  God  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which  are  not,  to 
bring  to  nought  things  that  are.V  When  great  men 

are- 
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are  to  be  fought  for,  the  mind  that  is  governed  by 
worldly  ideas  rulhes  ftraight  to  the  palaces  of  lungs, 
or  enters  into  the  cabinet  where  dateimen  affemble, 
or  attends  the  footdeps  of  the  warrior  over  the  en- 
fanguined  field.  But  real'on  and  religion  conduct  us 
in  far  different  paths,  and  prefer.t  us  with  far  dnier- 
ent  obiefts.  They  difcover  to  us,  many  a  time,  true 
greatnefs  under  the  obfcure  roof  of  a  cottage,  01  t  e 
fpreading  branches  of  a  great  tree,  lhey  exhibit 
dignity  and  confequence,  affixed,  not  to  the  royal 
fceptre,  but  to  the  ffiepherd’s  crook ;  and  feelingly 
teach  us,  that  what  is  highly  prized  among  men  is 

of  little  eflimation  in  the  fight  of  God. 

The  perfon  on  whofe  hiflory  we  are  now  entering 
is  the  third  in  order  and  fucceilion  of  the  illuftrious 
three,1  who  are  diftinguiffied  in  feripture  as  the  cove¬ 
nant  friends  of  God,  and  the  enfamples  of  all^  theni 
who  in  after  ages  ffiould  believe.  “  I  am  the  God  of 
Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Ilaac,  and  the  God  of  Ja¬ 
cob.”  Thus  it  is  fpoken  of  the  men,  whom  the  King 
of  kings  delighteth  to  honour.  And  what  is  rank 
and  title,  amjong  men,  compared  to  this  ? 

Jacob  was,  by  the  ordinance  of  Heaven,  deflined  to 
pre-eminence  and  fuperiority  before  he  was  bom. 
And  he  who  could  have  raifed  him  to  the  rights  of 
primogeniture,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature,  w  as 
pleafed,  fuch  is  divine  fovereignty,  to  bellow  this  ad¬ 
vantage  upon  him,  by  the  concurrence  of  various 
providential  events.  1  hat  men  may  adore,  and  iub- 
mit  to  the  God  “  who  worketh  all  things  according  to 

the  counfel  of  his  own  will.” 

The  flruggle  between  the  twin  brothers  began  ear¬ 
ly,  and  laded  long.  With  more  than  ordinary  rea- 
fons  for  loving  each  other,  the  ill-judged  partialities,  of 
parental  afteftioi^  and  the  lud  of  precedency  and 
power,  inflame  them  to  uncommon  rancour  and  ani- 
mofity.  The  drife,  which  was  at  fird  accidental,  or 
indinefive,  becomes  at  length  wilful  and  deliberate. 

And  the  name  of  Jacob,  impoled  in  the  beginning, 

from 
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liom  the  flight  incident  of  his  laying  hold,  with  his- 
hand,  of  his  brother’s  heel,  comes  in  procefs  of  time 
to  be  a  mark  of  his  character,  and  a  record  of  his  con- 
(iutf.  Events  unimportant,  incidental,  contingent,  in 
the  eyes  of  men,  are  often  matters  of  deep  delign,  of 
mighty  and  lading  confequence  with  God.  The  nat¬ 
ural  difpofition  of  the  two-  brothers  early  difcovered 
itlelf.  Efau  betakes  himfelf  to  the  aftive  and  labori¬ 
ous  fports  of  the  field.  Jacob,  formed  for  foetal  and 
domeftic  life,  abides  at  home  in  the  tents,  attending  to 
family  affairs,  cultivating  filial  affefiions,  and  living  in 
the  exercife  of  filial  duties.  The  Chaldee  Paraph  raft 
gives  a  tranflation  of  the  words  of  Mofes,  rendered  in 
our  verfion,  “dwelling  in  tents,”  confiderably  differ¬ 
ent  in  fenle,  “  He  was  a  minifter  in  the  houfe  of  teach¬ 
ing,”  undemanding  by  the  word  tents  or  tabernacles , 
the  place  appointed  for  divine  worfliip. 

1  he  firll  a£fion  of  Jacob’s  life,  which  we  find  re¬ 


corded  by  the  facred  hiftorian,  is  by  no  means  calcu¬ 
lated  to  give  us  a  favourable  impreffion  of  his  heart. 
The  young  men  were  now  in  their  twenty-fifth  year. 
1  he  elder  entirely  devoted  to  his  favourite  purfuit : 
the  younger,  ever  on  the  watch  to  obtain  that  by  art 
or  induftry  which  nature  had  taken  from  hint.  It 
happened  on  a  certain  day,  that  Jacob  had  employed 
himfelf  in  preparing  a  plain  difh  of  pottage  of  lentiles, 
for  his  own  entertainment.  .And  here,  let  not  the  faf- 
tidious  critic,  who  meafures  every  thing  by  modem 
manners  and  maxims,  confider  this  as  an  employment 
beneath  the  dignity  of  Ifaac’s  fon.  It  is,  in  truth,  one 
of  a  multitude  of  inftances,  of  the  beautiful  fimplicity 
of  ancient  cuftoms.  The  greateft  heroes,  and  proudeft 
princes,  whom  Homer  has  exhibited,  are  frequently 
found  engaged  in  fimilar  occupations.  Efau,  return¬ 
ing  from  the  field,  and  having  been  either  unfuccefs- 
ful  in  hunting,  or  being  too  impatient  to  delay  the 
gratification  of  his  appetite  till  his  venifon  were  pre¬ 
pared,  entreats  his  brother  to  give  him  a  fhare  of  the 
provifion  which  he  had  made  for  himfelf.  Jacob, 

taking 
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taking  advantage  of  his  hunger  and  eagernefs,  pro- 
pofes,  as  an  equivalent  for  his  pottage,  no  lefs  a  price 
than  the  favourite  object  of  all  his  ambition  and  de¬ 
lire,  the  birth-right.  Unconfcious  or  regardlefs  of  its 
value,  and  in  a  hafte  to  fatisfy  the  craving  of  the  mo¬ 
ment,  he  inconfiderately  parts  with  that  which  nature 
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cle  of  Jacobis  hiflory,  rifes  again  to  view.  I  like  his 
taking  advantage  of  his  father’s  blindnefs  ftill  lefe 
than  his  attempt  to  carry  a  favourite  point  by  taking 
advantage  of  his  brother’s  hunger  and  impetuofity. 
The  latter  was  but  the  Ikill  and  addrefs  of  an  open 
adverfary  ;  the  former  was  the  cunning  and  deceit  of 
a  crafty  and  undutiful  child.  Obferve  how  cautiouf- 
ly,  and  fearfully,  and  flow,  the  footfteps  of  the  deceit¬ 
ful  mull  proceed.  The  moment  that  the  confcience 
fwerves  from  truth  and  reftitude,  the  man  becomes 
jealous,  and  anxious,  and  timid.  But  integrity  ad¬ 
vances  with  firmnefs  and  intrepidity.  “  And  Jacob 
faid  to  Rebekah  his  mother.  Behold,  Efau  my  brother 
is  a  hairy  man,  and  I  am  a  fmooth  man.  My  father 
peradventure  will  feel  me,  and  I  fhall  feem  to  him  as 
a  deceiver,  and  I  fhall  bring  a  curfe  upon  me,  and  not 

a  blefiing.”  * 

But,  what  could  make  Rebekah  and  her  favourite 
fon  fo  anxious  to  attain  this  fuperiority  ?  What  was 
there  in  the  birth-right,  to  make  it  thus  fondly  coveted, 
and  unremittingly  purfued  ?  1  he  anfwer  to  thefe 

queftions  will  at  leaft  plead  fome  excufe  for  their 
zeal,  if  not  wholly  do  away  the  guilt  of  their  falfehood. 

Fij-ft _ The  gift  of  prophecy  was  known  to  refide  in  the 

patriarch  Ifaac  ^  and  the  parental  benediction,  in  cer¬ 
tain  circumflances,  was  confidered  as  having  the  force 
of  a  prediaion.  Secondly— Pre-eminency  and  power 
over  the  reft  of  the  family  in  patriarchal  times,  were 
affixed  to  priority  of  birth  ;  thus  God  fpeaks  to  Cain 
concerning  Abel,  Unto  thee  fhall  be  his  defire,  and 
thou  fhalt  rule  over  him.”  Thirdly  A  double  por- 
tion  of  the  paternal  inheritance  appertained  to  the 
firft  born.  And  this  perhaps  explains  the  meaning 
of  Elifha’s  requeft  at  the  rapture  of  Elijah,  “  Let  a 
double  portion  of  thy  fpirit  be  upon  me  :  not  as  if 
he  meant  to  afk,  or  expedt,  twice  fo  much  as  Elijah 
had  but  the  fhare  of  an  elder  brother.  Fourthly 
The  honour  of  priefthood  refided  then,  and  for  many 
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years  after,  in  the  firft  born,  and  was  juftly  confidered 
as  the  firft  of  privileges.  Finally: — The  promife  of  the 
Meffiah,  “  the  firft  born  among  many  brethren,5* 
was  entailed  upon  the  eldeft  fon  :  and  this  was  juftly 
underftood  to  confer  a  dignity  and  luftre  infinitely 
fuperior  to  all  temporal  bleftings.  The  guilt  of  Efau 
confifted  in  undervaluing  and  defpifing  an  advantage 
fo  diftinguifhed.  The  offence  of  Jacob’s  fraud  is 
greatly  extenuated,  if  not  wholly  extinguifhed,  in  the 
nobility  and  v/orth  of  the  prize  for  which  he  contend¬ 
ed.  Behold  him  then,  retired  from  the  prefence  of 
his  deluded  father,  who  had  prefcience  fufficient  to 
difcern,  at  the  diftance  of  ages,  the  future  fortunes  of 
his  family,  without  fagacity  capable  of  difcerning  the 
impofture,  which  was,  at  that  very  inftant,  pradtifing 
upon  his  credulity  and  want  of  fight.  Behold  Jacob 
retired,  in  poffellion  indeed  of  the  blefling,  but  haunt¬ 
ed  with  the  terrors  which  eternally  purfue  the  man, 
who  is  confcious  to  himfelf,  that  he  has  afted  wrong. 
He  has  gained  the  birth-right,  but  he  has  loft  a  broth¬ 
er.  Fie  has  by  fubtilty  ftolen  away  the  prohetic 
benediction,  but  he  has  raifed  up  againft  himfelf  an 
implacable  foe.  The  poffeflion  of  nothing  yields  that 
fatisfa&ion  which  we  promifed  ourfelves  in  it  before¬ 
hand  ;  and  confcience  will  not  permit  us  to  enjoy 
peaceably  that  which  we  have  acquired  unworthily. 
His  father’s  blefling  announced  every  kind  and  degree 
of  profperity,  “  the  dew  of  heaven,  the  fatnefs  of  the 
earth,  the  fervitude  of  nations  and  people,  lordfhip 
over  his  brethren.”  But  he  is  inftantly  conftrained 
to  become  an  exile  and  a  wanderer  from  his  father’s 
houfe.  And  when  he  himfelf  comes  to  make  the  efti- 
mate  of  his  own  life,  in  the  clofe  of  it, — what  is  the 
amount  ?  “  Few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years 
of  my  life  been.”  His  elder  brother  is  declared  his 
inferior,  but  he  has  by  much  the  ftronger  arm  of  the 
two.  And,  while  he  is  pradfifing  deceit  upon  his 
neareft  relations  in  Canaan,  Providence  is  filently  pre¬ 
paring  the  means  of  requiting  him  in  Padan-aram, 

E  2  in 


68 


■Llct.  V* 


Hi/lory  of  Jacob. 

in  the  jperfon  of  one  already  a  near  relation,  and 
about  to  be  much  more  clofely  allied  to  him,  Laban 
the  Syrian,  a  man  much  more  cunning  and  felfifh* 
and  much  lefs  fcupulous  than  himfelf.-  As  this  is  a 
character  which  the  infpired  painter  has  delineated 
with  peculiar  felicity  and  fidll,  it  may  now  be  necefla- 
rv  to  look  back  for  a.  few  moments:,  and  to  obferve 
the  firk  opening  of  Laban’s  fpirit  and  temper,  as  they 
appear  on  the  face  of  the.  facred  drama. 

Abraham’s;  fervant  being  arrived  in  Mesopotamia* 
in  fearch  of  a  wife  for  Ifaac,  his  young  maker,  provi¬ 
dentially  conduced,  lights  on  Rebekah,  the  filter  of 
this  Laban,  by  the  well  of  water..  Having  briefly 
unfolded  his  commiflion,  and  made  her  a  prelent  fuit- 
able  to  his.  maker’s  rank  and  affluence,  file  runs  home 
to  acquaint  her  relations  of  the  adventure.  Laban, 
inkantly  attracted  by  the  fight  of  the  gold,  and  by 
the  account  he  had  heard,  of  the  fiate  in  which  Abra¬ 
ham’s  fervant  travelled,  very  prudently  concludes, 
that  fuch  a  connexion  might  be  improved  to  very 
great  advantage.  Lienee  that  profufion  ol  civility  and 
kindnefs  to  an  entire  ftranger,  “  Come  in,  thou  blei- 
fed  of  the  Lord,  wherefore  kandeft  thou  without  ? 
For  I  have  prepared  the  houfe,  and  room  for  the  cam- 
els.”*  Did  we  not  afterward  difeover  him  to  be  grov¬ 
elling,  greedy  and  mercenary,  this  might  have  paf- 
fed  for  the  language  of  kindnefs  and  hofpitality. 
But,  when  the  whole  is  taken  in  connexion,  we  lee 
a  man  from  firft  to  la k  invariably  attached  to  his 
own  interek,  employing  his  very  daughters  as  mere 
inkruments  of  commerce,  and  prizing  nothing,  but  in 
proportion  as  it  minikered  to  his  own  advantage. 

Of  all  the  pallions  of  our  nature,  there  is  none  io 
fteady,  uniform  and  confikent  as  this  is.  ^  Avarice 
never  tires  by  exercife,  never  lofes  fight  of  its  object ; 
it  gathers  krength  by  gratification,  grows  vigorous 
by  old  age,  and  inflames  the  heart,  when  the  vital  fluid 
can  hardly  force  a  paflage  through  it.  What  a  feaft 
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for  fuch  a  fpirit,  the  concluding  fcene  of  the  marriage 
treaty  for  Rebekah  !  “  The  lervant  brought  forth  jew- 
els  of  filver,  and  jewels  of  gold,  and  raiment,  and 
gave  them  to  Rebekah  :  he  gave  alfo  to  her  brother 
and  to  her  mother  precious  things.”"  Such  was  the 
man,  with  whom  Jacob  was  now  deftined  to  Ipend  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  his  life,;  and  whom  treat¬ 
ment  of  him,  in  the  eyes  of  the  fever  eft  judge,  may 
pafs  as  fufftcient  punifhment  lor  the  little  fallacies 
which  he  had  pracdifed  in  his  father’s  houle. 

Behold  then,  in  the  covenant  head  and  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  holy  family,  “  a  Syrian  ready  to  perilh,” 
leaving  the  paternal  roof  without  an  attendant, 
without  a  guide,  without  a  companion  ;  more  forlorn 
than  his  grandfather  Abraham  himlelf.  For  the 
bitternefs  of  his  exile  was  alleviated  by  the  company 


and  converfation  of  his  beloved  Sarah  ;  whereas,  the 
affliction  of  Jacob’s  banifhment  was  grievoully  in- 
creafed,  by  the  confcioufnefs  that  he  had  brought  it 
upon  himfelf ;  and  from  the  bitter  neceffity  of  endur¬ 
ing  its  wearifome  days  and  nights,  by  himfelf  alone. 
What  could  have  lupported  a  man  in  luch  circunn 
ftances  ?  A  man,  who  was  attached  to  domeftic  life  ;  a 
plain  man,  u  abiding  in  tents;”  a  man  who  had  fond¬ 
ly  flattered  himfelf  with  the  hope  of  power  and  tran¬ 
quillity;  who  had  dreamed  of  fuperiority  over  his 
brother,  but  had  not  attained  unto  it  ?  I  can  think 
of  but  one  thing,  that  could  have  rendered  his  lot 
fupportable,  as  it  then  (food.  Jacob,  after  all,  was  a 
good  man.  His  conduct  was  not  indeed  pure  and 
perfect,  but  his  heart  was  right  with.  God.  Fie  had 
once  and  again  been  miftaken  in  the  means  which  he 
had  employed,  but  he  had  all  along  aimed  at  the  no- 
blelft  and  molt  important  end  :  and,  from  the  chagrin 
and  difappointment  which  ever  attended  the  plans  of 
his  own  devifmg,  he  had  always  a  lure  and  a  Satisfying 
refuge,  in  the  wifdom  and  mercy  of  God.  In  truth, 
he  had  not  attained  the  knowledge  of  true,  practical, 

vital 
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vital  religion,  in  the  houfe  of  even  his  father  Ifaac,  in 
Lahai-roi :  but  he  learns  it  in  filence  and  in  folitude, 
in  the  plains  of  Luz.  It  is  a  good  thing  for  a  young 
man  to  feel  his  own  weight,  “  to  bear  the  yoke  in 
his  youth.”  At  eafe,  and  in  a  multitude,  we  forget 
God — in  retirement  and  danger,  we  learn  and  feel 
our  dependence,  and  call  to  remembrance  a  long-for¬ 
gotten  God. 

This  is  alfo  a  proper  flage  for  refting  on  our  way. 
We  cannot  lead  our  traveller  from  home,  till  we  have 
found  for  him  a  place  where  to  lodge.  We  cannot 
bear  to  fee  him  from  under  the  protection  of  the  pa¬ 
rental  wing,  till  we  are  fecure  that  he  has  got  anoth¬ 
er  proteftor  and  friend,  that  “  friend  who  fticketh 
clofer  than  a  brother.” 

Conformity  to  the  plan  we  have  propofed,  and  re¬ 
gard  to  the  analogy  of  fcripture,  would  now  lead  us 
to  exhibit  the  patriarch  Jacob,  as  a  type  of  the  Meffi- 
ah,  to  whom  patriarchs  and  u  prophets  all  give  wit- 
nefs,”  and  who  was  fpecially  prefigured  by  the  fon  of 
Ifaac.  But,  his  ftory  is  not  yet  fufficiently  advanced, 
to  afford  a  foundation  broad  and  folid  enough  to  fup- 
port  a  comparifon,  fuch  as  a  more  extended  view  of 
the  fubjeCt  will  furnifh,  and  fuch  as  might  more  ra¬ 
tionally  conduce  to  the  ends  of  edification.  We  deem 
It  of  more  importance,  at  this  period,  to  fubmit  to 
your  confideration  a  few  general  obfervations,  refpeCt- 
Ing  typical  reprefentation,  and  the  proper  ufe  to  be 
made  of  it. 

Firfl.  In  order  to  conflitute  a  proper  type,  it  is  by 
no  means  neceffary,  that  the  perfon  who  anfwers  this 
important  purpofe  fhould  poffefs  perfeCt  moral  quali¬ 
ties.  Were  this  requifite,  who  ever  was  worthy  to 
reprefent  the  Son  of  God,  the  holy  Jefus,  “  who  did 
no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  lips  ?”  But,  as 
“  the  law  maketh  men  high  priefts  which  have  infir¬ 
mity,”  though  the  law  gives  no  countenance  to  er¬ 
ror  or  infirmity  ;  fo  Providence,  “  at  fundry  times 
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and  In  divers  manners,”  raifed  up  men  to  prefigure  to 
their  contemporaries  an  immaculate  Saviour,  who 
were  themfelves  “  compaffed  with  infirmity,  of  like 
paffions  with  others,”  and,  whofe  faults  are  but  the 
more  confpicuous,  from  the  honourable  Ration  and 
employment  to  which  they  were  called.  It  will 

follow,  .  n  , 

Secondly,  That  the  comparison  is  not  to  be  itated 

and  purfued  through  every  particular  incident  of  the 
life,  and  every  feature  of  the  perfonal  character  of  the 
perfon  who  is  the  type.  Men  of  very  different  char¬ 
acters,  and  in  very  different  fituations,  typified  the 
Saviour  of  the  world.  To  fuppofe  every  article  of 
their  hiftory,  condition  and  character  to  be  typical 
and  prophetic,  would  therefore,  in  many  inftances,  in¬ 
volve  abfurdity  and  contradiction.  Sampfon,  David, 
and  many  others  who  might  be  mentioned,  were  em¬ 
inent  types  of  Chrift  ;  but  then,  the  refemblance 
holds  only  in  certain  great  leading  circumftances  :  the 
miraculous  conception,  for  example,  the  Nazaritic 
fanClity,  the  invincible  ftrength,  the  Solitary,  vidori- 
ous  achievements,  the  triumphant  death  of  the  form¬ 
er  ;  the  divine  appointment  and  elevation,  the  royal 
dignity,  the  providential  fuccefs  of  the  latter,  the  Sub¬ 
duing  all  the  church’s  enemies  ;  thefe,  and  the  like, 
are  the  typical  circumftances.  But  to  purfue  the 
refemblance  throughout,  to  make  every  aftion  of 
Sampfon’s  or  of  David’s  life  typical  of  Something 
correspondent  in  the  Meffiah,  would  lead  far  be¬ 
yond  abfurdity  ;  it  would  iffue  in  impiety  and  blaf- 
phemy. 

Thirdly.  Scripture,  by  direCt  application,  or  by 
fair,  unftrained  analogy,  ought  therefore  to  lead,  to 
regulate  and  to  correCt  all  our  inquiries  of  this  fort. 
We  fhall  elfe  be  in  danger  of  rearing  a  bafelefs  flimfy 
ftruCture  in  the  clouds,  which  can  afford  neither  fhel- 
ter  nor  reft.  When  pleafant  amufement  alone  is  the 

objeCf,  invention  and  fancy  may  be  allowed  their  full 

exertion. 
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exertion.  But  when  we  aim  at  religious  inftruction, 
we  mull  be  contented  to  take  the  Spirit  of  God  for 
our  guide.  And  here  too,  men  ought  to  be  jealous 
and  watchful  over  their  own  fpirits  ;  left,  in  endeav¬ 
ouring  to  eftablilh  a  favourite  fyltem,  and  to  juftify  or 
fupport  pre-conceived  opinions,  they  give  to  their 
own  wild  imaginations  the  folidity  and  weight  of  di¬ 
vine  truth,  and,  departing  from  the  fimplicity  of  the 
gofpel,  prefume  to  ftamp  the  poor  traih  of  their  own 
brain  with  the  facred  inrprefs  of  God,  It  has  often, 
and  with  too  much  juftice,  been  lamented,  that  many 
apply  to  the  bible  for  a  juftification  of  the  opinions 
which  they  have  already  formed,  and  which  they  are 
determined,  at  all  riiks,  to  maintain  ;  and  not  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  information  which  they  need,  and  to. recti¬ 
fy  the  prejudices  under  which  they  labour. 

Finally.  To  determine  the  nature  and  propriety  of 
typical  reprefentation,  if  is  of  importance  to  inquire. 
Whether  or  not  the  refemblance,  which  we  mean  to 
purfue,  has  a  tendency  to  promote  fome  moral,  prac¬ 
tical,  pious  purpofe  ?  Does  it  infpire  reverence,  won¬ 
der,  gratitude,  love  to  God  ;  dependence  upon,  and 
truft  in  him  ?  Does  it  engage  us  to  ftudy,  to  fearch,  to 
love  the  icriptures  ?  Does  it  jmprefs  on  the  heart  a 
fenfe  of  our  own  weaknefs,  ignorance  and  guilt ;  and, 
of  the  deference,  refpeft  and  good  will  which  we  owe 
to  others  ?  Or,  is  it  made  a  miniftering  fervant  to  van¬ 
ity  and  felf-conceit  ?  Leads  it  our  attention  from  prac¬ 
tice  to  fpeculation,  to  theory  from  real  life  ?  Does  it 
place  the  eflentials  of  religion  in  modes  of  opinion  and 
forms  of  worfhip  ;  and,  neglecting  the  heart,  content 
itfelf  with  playing  about  and  tickling  the  imagination  ? 
The  anfwer  to  thefe  queftions  will  decide  the  point. 
By  its  fruit,  the  tree  is  known. 

Should  all  or  any  of  thefe  remarks  feem  to  bear 
hard  on  any  of  the  comparifons  which  we  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  eftabliih,  we  are  difpofed  cheerfully  to 
relinquifh  the  moft  favourite  analogy,  rather  than 
.  feem, 
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feem,  in  the  flighted  degree,  to  mifreprefent,  difguifl? 
or  pervert  the  truth.  We  mean  not  to  wreft  fcripture 
to  our  purpofe  :  but  would  make  our  purpofe  with 
reverence  bend  to  that  facred  authority.  We  would 
not  with  facrilegious  hands  force  out  of  the  bible,  by- 
violence  and  art,  a  fcanty  and  unnatural  crop  ;  but  by 
diligent  cultivation  and  affiduous  care,  draw  from  it  a 
plenteous  harveft  of  what  the  foil  naturally  produces. 
And,  we  now  return  from  this  digreffion,  to  purlue 
the  hiftory  of  Jacob. 


Hiftory  of  Jacobs 


LECTURE  VI. 

genesis  xxviii.  5,  10. 

And  Ifaac  fent  away  'Jacob ,  and  he  went  to  Padan~aram, 
unto  Laban ,  fon  of  Bethuel  the  Syrian ,  the  brother  of 
Rcbckah,  Jacob's  and  Efau's  mother.  And  Jacob 
went  out  from  Beer-fheba ,  and  went  towards  Haran. 

_/\T  what  ftage,  or  in  what  condition  of  human  life, 
can  a  man  fay,  Now  my  heart  is  at  reft,  now  my 
wilhes  are  accomplilhed,  now  my  happinefs  is  com¬ 
plete  ?  By  what  unaccountably  untoward  circum- 
ftances  is  the  comfort  of  the  worthieft,  beft  ordered, 
moft  profperous  families,  oft  times  marred  and  de- 
ftroyed !  Not  through  vice  only  do  we  fuffer,  but  up 
to  fome  piece  of  imprudence,  or  inadvertency ;  up  to 
fome  trifling  infirmity  in  our  nature,  or  fome  petty 
fault  in  our  condud,  our  greateft  calamities  may  ea- 
fily  be  traced.  One  man  has  made  his  fortune,  as  it 
is  called,  but  he  has  impaired  his  health  in  the  ac- 
quifition  of  it,  or  made  flnpwreck  of  a  good  con¬ 
fidence.  Another  inherits  a  fine  eftate ;  but  goes 
childlefs.  There,  we  behold  a  numerous  and  prom- 
ifing  family  of  children ;  but  the  wretched  parents 
have  hardly  bread  to  give  them :  and  here,  both 
progeny  and  plenty  ;  but  hatred,  and  jealoufy  and 
ftrife,  banilh  tranquillity  and  eafe.  The  heart  of  this 
child  is  corrupted  through  indulgence ;  the  fpirit  of 
that  one  is  broken  by  feverity. 


Ifaac 
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Ifaac  is  wealthy,  but  his  eyes  are  dim  that  he  can¬ 
not  fee.  God  has  given  him  two  foils  at  once,  but 
they  are  the  torment  of  his  life.  He  is  fondly  partial 
to  Efau ;  and  Efau  does  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
mortify  and  difoblige  his  kind  and  indulgent  lather. 
He  is  unwittingly  drawn  in  to  blels  Jacob  ;  and,  the 
very  next  breath,  feels  himfelf  conftrained  to  pro¬ 
nounce  fentence  of  difmiffion  and  banifhment  upon 
him.  “  The  whole  ordering  of  the  lot  is  'of  the 
Lord,”  but  u  men  themfelves  caft  it  into  the  lap.” 
Providence  only  brings  that  out,  which,  with  our 
own  hands,  we  firft  put  in. 

Jacob  has  by  Ikill  and  addrefs  puflied  himfelf  into 
the  birth-right,  and  by  fubtilty  inlinuated  himfelf  in¬ 
to  the  bleffing.  And  how  do  they  fit  upon  him  ?  Very 
unealily  indeed.  His  lather’s  houie  is  no  longer  a 
home  for  him.  Grafping  at  more  than  his  right,  he 
lofes  what  he  already  had.  Eagerly  haftening  to  pre¬ 
ferment,  without  waiting  for  Providence,  he  puts  him¬ 
felf  juft  fo  much  farther  back.  And,  feeking  rule  and 
pre-eminence  in  his  father’s  family,  he  finds  fervitude 
and  feverity  in  the  houfe  of  a  ftranger.  If  men  will 
carve  for  themfelves,  they  muft  not  charge  the  conle- 
quences  of  their  rafflnefs  and  prefumption  upon  God. 

Behold  the  pilgrim  then,  on  his  way,  penfive  and 
folitary  ;  without  fo  much  as  a  favourite,  faithful  dog, 
to  accompany  and  to  cheer  his  wanderings.  His 
whole  inheritance,  the  ftaff  in  his  hand.  Now,  for 
the  firft  time,  he  knows  the  heart  of  a  ftranger.  Now 
he  feels  the  bitter  change  from  affluence  to  want, 
from  fociety  to  folitude,  from  fecurity  and  protection 
to  anxiety  and  danger.  More  forlorn  than  Adam 
when  expelled  from  paradife,  than  Abraham  when 
exiled  from  his  father’s  houfe,  he  has  no  gentle  mate 
to  participate  and  to  foothe  his  anxieties  and  cares. 

The  feripture  affigns  no  reafon,  why  Ifaac’s  heir, 
and  Rebekah’s  favourite  fon,  the  hope  of  a  powerful 
and  wealthy  family,  was  difmiffed  with  fuch  flender 
provifion,  wholly  unattended.,  and  unprotected  too, 

upon 
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upon  a  journey,  according  to  the  ted  calculations,  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  or  four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  through  a  country  in  many  places  def- 
ert  and  favage,  and  in  others  no  lefs  dangerous,  from 
the  hoftile  tribes  which  inhabited  and  ranged  through 
it.  But  the  reafon,  though  not  directly  affigned,  is 
plainly  hinted  at  in  the  fixth  verfe  of  this  chapter, 
which  informs  us,  that  Efau  knew  of  this  journey,  as 
well  as  of  the  caufe  and  intention  of  it.  Jacob  there¬ 
fore  may  be  luppofed  to  have  ftolen  away  fecretly, 
and  without  any  retinue,  and  to  have  dimmed  the 
beaten  and  frequented  path  to  Padan-aram,  in  order 
to  elude  the  vigilance  and  refentment  of  his  brother, 
who,  he  had  reafon  to  apprehend,  would  purfue  him 
tc>  take  away  his  life.  And  befides  this,  we  may  juft- 
ly  confider  both  the  errand  on  which  he  was  fent,  to 
take  a  wife  from  an  allied  and  pious  family,  to  propa¬ 
gate  a  holy  and  chofen  feed  ;  and  the  homehy  folita- 
ry  ftyle  of  his  travelling,  as  a  very  illuftrious  inftance 
of  faith  in  God,  and  obedience  to  his  will,  and  that 
not  in  Jacob  himfelf  only,  but  in  his  parents  alfo,  who 
could  thus  trull  the  foie  prop  of  their  family  hopes, 
and  of  the  promife,  to  dangers  fo  great,  and  diftrefies 
fo  certain,  with  no  fecurity  but  what  arofe  from  the 
truth,  mercy  and  faithfulnefs  of  God. 

The  uneafy  reflections  arifmg  from  folitude,  and 
infpired  by  a  gradual  removal  from  the  fcenes  of  his 
youthful  and  happy  days,  muft  have  been  greatly  em¬ 
bittered  to  Jacob,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  having 
brought  all  this  upon  himfelf ;  by  the  keennefs  of 
difappointment,  in  the  very  moment  when  the  fpirits 
were  wound  up  to  their  higheft  tone  through  fuccels  ; 
and  by  total  darknefs  and  uncertainty  with  refpect 
to  his  future  fortunes.  However,  the  cheerfulnefs 
of  light,  the  pieafing  change  and  variety  of  natural 
objects  as  he  journeyed  on,  the  ardour  and  confidence 
of  youthful  blood  and  fpirits,  carry  him  with  confi¬ 
dence  and  joy  through  the  day.  But  ah  !  what  is  to 
become  of  him  now  that  the  fun  declines,  and  the 

fhadows 
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Ihadows  of  the  evening  begin  to  lengthen  ?  Overtaken 
at  once  bv  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  darknefs  and  ap- 
prehenfion,  where  fliall  he  feek  ihelter,  how  find  re- 
pofe  ?  Happily,  calamity  ftrengthens  that  foul  which 
ft  is  unable  to  fubdue*  The  mind,  forced  back  upon 
itfelf,  finds  in  itfelf  refources  which  it  knew  not  of  be¬ 
fore,  and  the  man  who  has  learned  to  leek  relict  in 
religion,  knows  where  to  fly  in  every  time  of  need. 
The  ftrong  hand  of  neceffity  is  upon  our  patiiarch  ; 
fubmit  he  muff,  and  therefore  he  fubmits  with  alacrity. 

And  now  behold  the  heir  of  Abraham  and  of  llaac, 
without  a  place  where  to  lay  his  head  ;  that  head 
which  maternal  tendernefs  had  taken  pleafure  to  pil¬ 
low  fo  foftlv,  and  to  watch  fo  affectionately.  “  He 
lighted  upon  a  certain  place,  and  tarried  there  all 
night,  becaufe  the  fun  was  fet :  and  he  took  of  the 
{tones  of  that  place,  and  put  them  for  his  pillows, 
and  lay  down  in  that  place  to  fleep. 


»  * 


“  Sweet  are  the  ufes  of  adverfity  ; 


Which  like  the  toad,  ugly  and  venomous, 

Wears  yet  a  precious  jewel  in  his  head.” 

Jacob,  removed  from  his  earthly  parents,  is  but 
the  nearer  to  his  heavenly  Father;  a  ftranger  in  the 
wade  howling  wildernefs,  he  is  at  home  with  God. 
Cares  perplex  his  waking  thoughts,  but  angels  in 
bands  lull  his  perturbed  bread  to  reft ;  they  guard, 
and  indruft,  and  blefs  his  numbering  moments. 
Who  does  not  pity  Jacob,  as  the  evening  fhades  gather 
and  clofe  around  his  head?  Who  does  not  envy  his 
felicity  when  the  morning  light  appears,  and  with  it, 
the  recollection  of  a  night  palled  in  communion  with 
God?  Jacob  fleeps,  but  his  heart  wakes'.  What  had 
been  mod  upon  his  mind  through  the  day,  con- 
•  tinues  to  occupy  and  to  imprefs  his  thoughts  after 
his  eyes  are  doled.  Wonderful,  awful,  pleating  pow¬ 
er  of  God  !  which  in  the  city  and  in  the  field,  at 
home  and  abroad,  awake  and  afleep,  moves,  direCts, 
.governs  our  bodies  and  our  fpirits  as  it  will.  What. 

lofty 
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lofty  heights  is  the  mind  of  man  capable  of  attaining ! 
What  wonders  of  nature  and  of  grace  is  the  great 
God  capable  of  unfolding  to  it,  when  delivered  from 
the  groflhefs  of  this  clay  tabernacle,  or  when  joined 
to  a  fpiritual  body ;  when  we  confider  the  aftonifhing 
flights  it  is  even  now  capable  of  taking,  when  the 
duller  fenfes  are  laid  to  reft,  and  their  influence  fuf- 
pended  ! 

Dreams  are  generally  frivolous,  meaninglefs,  or  ab- 
furd.  But  here  is  a  dream  worth  repeating,  worth 
recording  ;  whether  we  attend  to  what  was  feen  or 
what  was  faid.  What  was  feen  ?  “  Behold  a  ladder 
fet  upon  the  earth,  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heav¬ 
en  :  and  behold  the  angels  of  God  afcending  and  de¬ 
fending  on  it.”*  The  circumftances  of  the  dream¬ 
er,  partly  interpret  the  vifion.  Jacob’s  holy  defires, 
his  faith  and  his  prayers,  had  afcended,  as  on  angels 
wings,  up  to  the  throne  of  God.  Protection,  and  fav¬ 
our,  and  comfort,  defcend  from  the  eternal  throne,  as 
through  the  miniftration  of  angels,  on  Jacob’s  head. 
The  top  of  the  ladder  reacheth  unto  heaven,  but  the 
Lord  on  high  is  above  it.  It  ftandeth  upon  the  earth, 
but  the  eye  of  Jehovah  is  at  its  foundation,  and  his 
almighty  arm  giveth  it  liability.  The  cherubim 
and  the  feraphim  are  not  above  his  control  and  au¬ 
thority  ;  a  poor  benighted  pilgrim  is  not  beneath 
his  notice. 

Thus,  the  great  plan  of  the  Divine  Providence,  up¬ 
holding  all  things,  obferving  all  things,  fubduing  all 
things  to  his  will,  was  feelingly  conveyed  to  Jacob’s 
mind,  in  this  vifion  of  the  night.  And  in  it,  the 
world  is  inftru&ed,  that  however  great  the  diftance 
between  heaven  and  earth,  however  inacceffible  that 
bright  abode  may  be  to  flefh  and  blood,  to  celeftial 
fpirits  it  is  but  a  few  fteps  of  a  ladder  ;  before  an  om- 
niprefent  God  intervening  fpace  is  fwallowed  up  and 
loft  ;  and,  condefcending  ,  mercy,  fovereign  grace 
keep  that  communication  ever  open,  which  the  malice 
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of  hell  and  the  apoftacy  of  man,  had  well  nigh  inter- 
rupted  forever. 

But  I  fhould  have  given  you  a  very  imperfect  inter¬ 
pretation  of  this  myfterious  dream,  did  1  flop  fhort  in 
it,  as  merely  a  fymbolical  reprefentation  of  the  plan 
of  Providence.  For,  in  looking  into  another  part  of 
the  facred  record,  I  find  the  lame  expreflions  and 
ideas,  applied  to  a  fubjeft  of  peculiar  concernment 
to  the  chriftian  world.  Chrift,  when  entering  on  the 
difeharge  of  his  public  miniftry,  having  giving  Na¬ 
thaniel  a  perfonal  and  convincing  proof  of  his  divine 
knowledge,  adds,  44  Thou  fhalt  fee  greater  things 
than  thefe.  Verily,  verily,  I  lay  unto  you,  hereafter 
ye  (hall  fee  heaven  open,  and  the  angels  of  God  al- 
cending  and  defeending  upon  the  Son  of  Man.”* 
Here  then,  is  the  true  myltery  of  the  ladder  which 
unites  heaven  and  earth.  The  Son  of  Man  firft  de¬ 
feending  to  affume  our  nature,  to  achieve  in  it  the 
work  of  man’s  redemption  ;  and  then,  having  finifhed 
the  work  given  him  to  do,  afeending  triumphantly,  in 
glorified  humanity,  up  to  heaven  again.  And,  be¬ 
hold  here  too,  44  the  Lord  (landing  above.”  The 
plan  of  falvation,  as  of  Providence,  is  the  defign  of 
him  44  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counlel  of 
his  will.”  44  Who  in  Chrift  Jefus  hath  abounded  to¬ 
wards  us  in  all  wifdom  and  prudence,”  and  who  44  in 
bringing  many  fons  unto  glory,  hath  made  the  Cap¬ 
tain  of  their  falvation  perfeft  through  fufferings.”f 

And  who  are  they  that  afeend  and  defeend  along 
this  myfterious  fcale  ?  44  He  maketh  his  angels  fpirits, 
and  his  minifters  a  flame  of  fire.”!  cc  Are  not 
all  miniftring  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  them, 
who  (hall  be  heirs  of  falvation  ?”  § 

If  what  by  Jacob  was  feen  in  vifion  at  Bethel  be 
worthy  our  attention,  no  lefs  memorable  and  im¬ 
portant  are  the  things  which  he  heard .  It  was  much 
to  hear  a  repetition  of  the  covenant  of  God  with 
Abraham  and  Ifaac,  his  fathers,  ratified  and  confirmed 
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to  himielf.  It  was  much  to  hear  the  bleffing  lately 
pronounced  over  him  by  the  prophetic  lips  of  his 
earthly  parent*  conveyed  to  his  ear  by  a  voice  in¬ 
finitely  more  facred.  It  was  much  to  hear  that  the 
land  which  he  then  occupied  with  his  weary  limbs* 
as  a  wayfaring  man  who  continueth  but  for  a  night* 
fhould  afterwards  be  given  to  him  and  to  his  feed  for 
a  poffefiiom  It  was  much  to  hear*  from  the  mouth 
of  God  himfelf*  the  bleffed  affurance  of  protection 
through  his  journey*  of  fuccefs  in  his  undertaking, 
and  of  a  lafe  return  to  his  native  home.  It  was 
much  to  hear  of  a  pofteritv,  innumerable  as  the  fand. 
upon  the  fea  fhore,  and  fpreading  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven.  But  the  effence  of  all  thefe  promifes,  the 
joy  of  all  this  joy*  was  to  hear  the  renewed*  the  re¬ 
iterated  promife  of  a  feed  delcending  from  him,  in 
whom  u  all  the  families  of  the  earth  fhould  be  bleff- 
ed.”  What  could  Jacob  afk?  What  had  God  to 
beflow*  more  than  this  l 

Here  then  the  vifion  ends*  and  Jacob  awakes. 
-After  the  obvious,  natural,  and,  we  truft*  fcriptura! 
view*  which  we  have  attempted  to  give  you  of  the 
fubjeft,  I  fhall  not  ufe  your  patience  fo  ungratefully 
as  to  trefpafs  upon  it  by  going  into  a  detail  of  the 
wild,  waking  dreams  of  paraphrafts*  and  Rabbins* 
and  pretended  interpreters,  on  this  paffage  of  the 
facred  hiflory.  It  is  of  more  importance  to  attend  to 
our  patriarch*  reftored,  with  the  morning  light,  to 
the  perfect  ufe  of  his  rational  faculties,  and  making 
ufe  of  the  admonitions  and  confolations  of  the  night 
feafon*  as  a  help  to  piety,  and  a  fpur  to  duty  through 
the  day.  There  was  fomething  fo  fmgular,  both  in 
the  fubject  and  external  circumfiances  of  his  dream, 
that  he  immediately  concluded*  and  juftly,  that  it  was 
from  heaven.  And  is  it  not  ftrange,  that  he  who 
felt  no  horror  at  the  thought  of  laying  himfelf  down 
to  fleep  in  a  defert  place,  under  the  cloud  of  night* 
and  alone,  is  filled  with  a  holy  dread  when  morning 
arofe*  at  the  thought  of  being  furrounded  with  God. 

“  And 
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“  And  he  was  afraid,  and  faid,  How  dreadful  is  this 
place !  This  is  none  other  but  the  houfe  of  God  :  and 
this  is  the  gate  of  heaven*”  *  And,  if  the  vifits  of 
the  Almighty,  as  a  father  and  a  friend,  be  thus  aw¬ 
ful  even  to  good  men,  what  mull  be  the  vifitations  of 
his  wrath  to  the  ungodly  and  the  Tinner  ? 

Jacob  arifes  immediately,  and  erects  a  monument 
of  fuch  fmiple  materials  as  the  place  afforded,  to  the 
memory  of  this  heavenly  vifion,  which  he  was  de- 
firous  thus  to  imprefs  forever  on  his  heart*  The 
difference  of  the  expreffion  in  the  eleventh  verfe, 
“  he  took  of  the  Jlones  of  the  place,  and  put  them  for 
his  pillows,”  and  in  the  eighteenth,  “  he  took  the 
/tone  that  he  had  put  for  his  pillow,  and  let  it  up  for 
a  pillar,  and  poured  oil  upon  the  top  of  it,”f  has 
given  occafion  to  one  of  the  Jewilh  Rabbins  to  attempt 
a  reconciliation  by  a  fiftion  of  his  own  brain.  Jacob, 
he  fays,  having  chofen  out  juft  three  Jlones  over  night, 
to  fupport  his  head,  found  them  all  joined  into  one 
the  next  morning  ;  which,  he  pretends  to  allege,  was 
a  fignification  of  the  ItriCt  and  folid  union  which  fub- 
filted  between  God  and  Jacob.  And  fome  later  in¬ 
terpreters,  though  aided  by  the  fuperior  light  of  the 
gofpel  difpenfation,  have  been  fimple  enough  to  adopt 
this  fable,  and  to  explain  it,  fome,  of  the  ineffable 
union  of  the  three  perfons  who  are  the  object  of  our 
worlhip  ;  others,  of  the  conjunction  of  the  foul,  body 
and  deity  in  the  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

It  appears  that  Jacob  intended  fimply  to  record,  in 
fuch  characters  as  his  fituation  afforded,  that  night’s 
important  tranfaCtion.  He  fets  up  the  Hone,  or 
ftones,  upon  which  his  head  had  repofed  when  vifited 
with  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty,  in  the  form  of  a 
ruftic  pillar,  and  folemnly  anoints,  and  thereby  con- 
fecrates  it,  to  the  honour  of  God,  by  the  name  of 
Bethel,  that  is,  “  the  houfe  of  God ;”  and  over  it, 
thus  dedicated,  he  afrelh  and  voluntarily  enters  into 
folemn  covenant  with  God,  obliging"  himfelf  bv  a. 
Vol*  II.  F  facred 
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facred  vow,  to  acknowledge  and  worlhip  none  but 
him  ;  committing  himfelf  with  filial  confidence  to  the  ' 
prote&ion  of  his  gracious  providence  ;  trufting  the 
time  and  manner  of  his  return  to  the  care  of  infinite 
wifdom ;  promifing  ever  to  confider  this  monumentai 
pillar  as  an  altar  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  God  ;  and 
binding  himfelf,  by  an  explicit  declaration,  to  devote 
to  pious  ufes  the  tenth  part  of  whatever  he  fhould 
through  the  divine  blefling  acquire.  By  the  way,  the 
oil  wherewith  he  confecrated  his  pillar  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  part  of  the  Sender  provifion  made  fdr  his  journey  ; 
and  apparently  a  little  bread  and  oil  was  all  he  could' 
poffibly  carry  with  him.  But  of  that  little  he  cheer¬ 
fully  fpares  a  portion  for  the  purpofes  of  religion  ;  for 
the  poffeflion  of  a  truly  pious  foul  is  fmall  indeed,  if 
it  beftow  nothing  when  charity,  mercy  or  devotion 
give  the  call. 

With  what  alacrity  does  he  now  profecute  his 
journey !  What  a  change  in  his  condition  produced 
in  one  Ihort  night !  When  “  the  heart  is  eltablifhed 
by  grace,”  difficult  things  become  eafy  ;  the  valley 
is  exalted,  and  the  hill  laid  low  ;  the  crooked  becomes 
flraight,  and  the  rough  places  plain.”  Nothing  that 
the  facred  hiftorian  deemed  worth  recording,  occurred 
during  the  remainder  of  this  pilgrimage.  Jacob  at 
length  arrived  “  in  the  land  of  the  people  of  the 
eaft.”  And  now,  no  doubt,  he  flatters  himfelf  that 
all  his  troubles  and  mortifications  are  at  an  end.-  His> 
grandfather’s  fervant,  Eleazer,  had  been  happy  enough 
to  finifh  a  marriage  treaty  for  his  mailer’s  Ion  in  a 
few  hours  converfation  ;  furely  then  the  heir  of  the 
fame  family  may  be  equally  fiiccefsful  when  making 
perfonal  application  for  himfelf.  All,  blind  to  futu¬ 
rity  !  Strange,  unaccountable  difference  in  the  divine 
condudl  towards  different  perfons  !  Jacob  mult  earn 
that  by  long  fourteen  years-  fervitude,  which  Abra¬ 
ham’s  fervant  was  fofuccefsful  as  to  accomplilh  in  the- 

oronouncing  of  almolt  as  many  words.  . 
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But  here  we  muft  make  another  paule,  and  leave 
the  next  fweet  fcene  of  Jacob’s  life,  and  the  fequel  of 
it,  to  another  Letture.  But  we  mult  no  longer  defer, 

,  the  beginning  at  lealt,  of  that  parallel  which  is  one 

objeft  among  others,  if  not  the  chief,  in  thefe  exer- 
cifes. 

•  ■  ►  .***•<*  | 

Jacob  was  deftined  of  Providence  to  power  and 
precedency  before  he  was  torn.  Jefus  is  declared 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  heir  of  all  things,  by  the 
angel  who  announced  hig  miraculous  conception  and 
birth  to  his  virgin  mother.  Jacob,  .the  lafl  in  order 
of  nature,  but  firft  in  the  election  of  grace,  prefigures 
him,  who,  appearing  in  the  end  of  the  world,  is 
neverthelefs  “  the  firft-born  among  many  brethren.” 
Jacob,  hated  and  perfecuted  of  his  brother,  is  an  ob¬ 
vious  type  of  him  who  was  to  come,  “  defpifed  and 
rejected  of  men crucified  and  flain  by  the  impious 
and  unnatural  hands  of  thofe  who  were  his  bone  and 
his  flefh.  Jacob,  difmiffed  with  bleffings  by  his  father 
from  Beer-fheba,  points  out  to  us  Jefus  leaving  heaven’s 
glory,  and  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  incompliance 
with  the  eternal  decree,  to  become  a  wanderer  in  our 
world ;  cc  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted  with 
grief.”  1  he  objeQ:  of  Jacob’s  journey  and  of  Chrift’s 
is  one  and  the  fame.  Jacob,  to  procure  for  himfelf 
a  believing  fpoufe,  to  become  the  fruitful  mother  of 
an  elect  offspring ;  Jefus,  to  purchafe  for  himfelf,  at 
the  price  of  his  own  blood,  “  the  church,  which  is 
his  body,  to  efpoufe  it  to  himfelf  as  a  chafte  bride,” 
united  to  him  in  everlafting  bands  of  intereft  and  af¬ 
fection.  ^  Jacob,  delerted  and  folitary  in  the  plain  of 
Bethel,  is  a  fliadow  of  Chrift  forfaken  of  all  in  the 
wild  era  efs  of  this  world,  yet  not  “  alone,  but  his 
heavenly  Father  always  with  him.”  The  vifion  of 
the  ladder  has  already  fpoken  for  itfelf.  What  then 
lunains  bin  to  add,  Jacob’s  covenant,  confecration 
^wa,°W  are  fo  many  different  re prefentations  of 

C  nit  s  covenant  of  redemption ;  his  unftion  by  the 

opirit  to  the  execution  of  his  high  cilice  j  and  not 
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the  tithe,  but  the  whole  of  his  vail  and  glorious  ac- 
quifition  rendered  unto  God  even  the  Father  :  when 
the  kingdom  is  finally  delivered  up  to  “  him  for 
whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things, 
that  God  may  be  all  in  all.” 

I  add  no  more  but  my  moll  fervent  prayers  to  AI» 
mighty  God — That  by  night  and  by  day,  alone  and 
in  fociety,  when  you  fleep  and  when  you  wake,  in 
profperity  and  in  adverfity,  you  may  be  Hill  with 
God ;  and  that  “  the  Almighty  may  be  your  refuge, 
the  Moll  High  your  habitation,”  and  “  underneath” 
and  around  you  “  the  everlafting  arms.”  Amen. 
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LECTURE  VII. 

i 

GENESIS  XXIX.  20 • 

And  yacob  ferved  /even  years  for  Rachel :  and  they 
feemed  unto  him  but  a  few  days ,  for  the  love  he  had  t$ 
her • 

The  great  Author  of  our  nature  has  wifely  and 
wonderfully  adapted  the  various  objefts  which  fuccef- 
fively  folicit  our  attention  and  engage  our  purfuit,  to 
the  different  periods  of  our  life,  the  different  and  fuc- 
ceifive  affections  of  our  heart,  the  different  ftations 
which  we  have  to  occupy,  and  the  duties  which  we 
are  bound  to  perform.  Human  life,  in  fo  far  as  na¬ 
ture  predominates  over  it,  does  not  confift  of  violent 
and  fudden  tranfitions,  but  of  calm,  gentle,  impercep¬ 
tible  changes  :  like  the  gradual  progrefs  of  the  day, 
from  the  morning  dawn  to  meridian  fplendour  ;  and 
thence  gradually  back  again,  to  the  glimmering  twi¬ 
light  of  the  evening,  and  the  fhades  of  night.  We 
emerge  not  at  once  from  infancy  into  manhood  ;  we 
fink  not  in  a  moment  from  manhood  into  old  age. 
We  grow,  and  we  decline,  without  perceiving  any  al¬ 
teration.  Betwixt  the  giddinefs  and  inconfideration 
of  childhood,  and  the  ferious  cares  and  employ¬ 
ments  of  mature  age,  there  is  a  middle  and  an  im¬ 
portant  ftage  of  life,  which  conne&s  the  two.  And 
there  is  a  paifion.  happily  fuited  to  it,  which  contains 
and  unites  the  fpirit  of  both ;  a  paffion  which  blends 
the  vivacity  and  impetuofity  of  the  boy  with  the  grav¬ 
ity  and  thoughtfulnefs  of  the  man  :  that  noble,  gene- 
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rous  paflion,  which  the  great  God  has  implanted  in 
our  nature,  to  attract,  unite  and  blefs  mankind  ;  and 
which,  therefore,  the  pen  of  infpiration  has  not  dif- 
dained,  in  its  own  inimitable  manner,  to  defcribe.  It 
was  this  paffion  which  fpeedily  compenfated  to  Jacob 
the  lofs  of  his  father's  houfe  and  the  pains  of  a  tedi¬ 
ous  journey  ;  which  fweetened  and  fhortened  feven 
long  years  of  hard  and  mortifying  fervitude  ;  but 
which,  at  the  fame  time,  anticipated  both  the  cares 
and  the  delights  of  future  life. 

Jacob,  cheered  and  fupported  by  the  recolle&ion  of 
his  vifion  at  Bethel,  . and  animated  with  the  hope  of  a 
happy  meeting  with  his  friends  and  relations  at  Pa- 
dan-aram,  goes  on  his  way  rejoicing  ;  and,  guided, 
protected  and  fuftained  by  an  indulgent  Providence, 
he  arrives  in  fafety.  It  was  that  fimple,  innocent  and 
happy  age  of  the  world,  when  the  chief  occupations 
and  enjoyments  of  human  nature  were  feen  in  the 
fhepherd’s  life  ;  while  as  yet,  gold  had  not  fettled 
the  price  of  every  other  production  of  the  natural 
world,  nor  determined  the  importance  of  all  intellec¬ 
tual  endowments  ;  while  as  yet,  commerce  had  not 
opened  her  ten  thoufand  channels  of  luxury,  to  ener¬ 
vate,  corrupt  and  deftroy  mankind.  His  converfation 
with  the  fhepherds  of  Haran*  muft  always  afford  ex- 
quifite  delight  to  thole,  whofe  tafte,  undebauched  by 
the  frippery  of  modern  manners,  and  the  affectation 
of  ceremony  and  compliment,  can  relifh  the  honeft 
fimplicity  of  nature,  and  the  genuine  expreffion  of  un¬ 
affected,  unfophiffjcated  kindnefs  and  benevolence. 
From  them  he  has  the  pleafure  of  hearing  that  his 
kinfman  Laban  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was 
in  health  ;  and  that  his  daughter  Rachel  was  every 
moment  expected  to  come  to  the  watering-place,  with 
her  father's  flock.  While  they  are  yet  fpeaking,  Ra¬ 
chel,  beautiful  as  the  opening  fpring,  and  innocent  as 
the  lambs  fne  tended,  draws  nigh  with  her  fleecy 
fharge.  With  what  admirable  propriety  and  Hull  da 
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the  holy  fcriptures  reprefent  the  mod  didinguifhed, 
exalted  and  amiable  female  chctracfcib,  engaged  m 
virtuous,  humble,  ufeful  employments  !  .  Sarah,  bak¬ 
ing  cakes  upon  the  hearth,  for  the  entertainment  of 
her  hufband?s.  guefts  ;  Rebekah,  drawing  water,  for 
the  daily  ufe  of  her  brother’s  family,  and  the  refrefh- 
jnent  of.  the  weary  traveller  ;  and  Rachel, seeding  her 
father’s  fheep.  O  that  ye  knew,  my  fair  friends, 
wherein  your  true  dignity,  value  and  importance 
confided  !  They  confift  in  being  what  God  from  the 
beginning  intended  you  to  be,  “  an  help  meet  for 
man  not  the  mere  inftrument  of  his  pleafure,  nor 
the  filly  idol  of  his  adoration.  « 

Jacob,  with  the  ardour  natural  to  a  manly  fpirit, 
and  the  zeal  of  an  affectionate  relation,  runs  up  to  fa- 
lute  and  aflid  his  fair  kinfwoman.  Little  offices  of  ci- 
.vility  are  the  natural  expreffion  of  a  good  and  honed 
heart ;  they  often  fugged  the  fird  fentiments  of  love, 
both  to  thofe  who  confer, >  and  to  thofe  who  receive 
them  ;  and  they  keep  love  alive  after  it  is  kindled, 
The  meeting  of  that  day,  and  Jacob’s  natural,  eafy,  of¬ 
ficious  gallantry,  in  relieving  Rachel,  on  theirs  very 
fird  rencounter,  of  the  heavied  part  of  her  padqral 
tafk,  infpired,  I  doubt  not,  emotions  very  different 
from  thofe  which  the  mere  force  of  blood  produces ; 
and  were,  I  am  fare,  recollected  by  both,  with  inex- 
preffible  fatisfaftion,  many  a  time  afterward.  And 
little  do  I  know  of  the  female  heart,  if  it  would  not 
much  rather  be  wooed  with  the  attentions  and  aflid  u- 
ities  of  an  agreeable  man,  than  by  the  prudent  and  dif- 
guding  formalities  of  fettlements  and  deeds  and  rever¬ 
sions.  Rebekah  was  courted  by  proxy,  with  prefents 
and  promifes  ;  Rachel,  by  her  dedined  hulband  in 
perfon,  with  the  looks,  and  the  language,  and  the  fer- 
vice  of  love.  Betwixt  the  union  of  Ifaac  and  Rebek¬ 
ah,  that  match  of  intered  and  prudence,  no  obdacle, 
except  the  trifling  didance  of  place,  interpofed  but 
many  difficulties  occurred  to  retard,  to  prevent  and  to 
mar  the  union  of  Jacob  and  Rachel,  founded  in  ef- 
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teem,  and  prompted  by  affedlion.  They  become  in- 
fenfibly  attached  to  each  other.  For  love  does  not 
give  the  firft  warning  of  his  approach  to  the  parties 
themfelves.  But  it  did  not  long  efcape  the  penetrat¬ 
ing,  felfifh  eye  of  the  crafty  father  and  uncle  ;  who, 
from  the  moment  he  obferves  this  growing  paflion  in 
his  nephew  and  daughter,  calls  about  how  bed  to 
convert  it  to  his  own  advantage. 

Jacob  had  frankly  told  him  his  whole  fituation,  and 
laid  open  all  his  heart.  He  informed  him,  that  he  had 
indeed  purchafed  the  birth-right,  and  obtained  the 
prophetic  bleffing  ;  but  that  through  fear  of  his  broth¬ 
er  he  had  been  conltrained  to  flee  from  home,  and  to 
feek  protection  in  Syria.  This  was,  by  no  means,  a  fit¬ 
uation  likely  to  engage  the  attention  and  to  procure 
the  kindnefs  of  a  worldly  mind.  An  empty,  nomin¬ 
al  birth-right,  and  a  bleffing  which  promifed  only  dif- 
tant  wealth,  were  very  flender  pofleffions,  in  the  eye 
of  covetous  Laban.  He  could  not  help  comparing 
the  fplendid  retinue  of  Eleazer,  feeking  a  wife  for  his 
xnafter’s  fon,  with  the  Ample  appearance  of  Jacob 
come  a  courting  to  his  family,  with  only  a  ItafF  in  his 
hand ;  and  he  finds  it  greatly  to  the  difadvantage  of 
the  latter.  But  if  is  the  interell  of  avarice  to  put 
on  at  leafl  the  appearance  of  that  juftice  which  it  fe- 
cretly  dreads  and  hates,  if  not  of  that  generofity 
which  it  defpifes.  Jacob  had,  unfolicited,  and  with¬ 
out  a  ftipulation,  hitherto  rendered  Laban  his  bell 
fervices  for  nothing.  Indeed  he  was  thinking  of  but 
one  thing  in  the  world,  and  that  wTas,  how  to  render 
himfelf  agreeable  to  his  amiable  coufin.  When, 
therefore,  Laban,  who  mull  clearly  have  forefeen  the 
anfwer,  under  an  affefted  regard  to  the  interell  of  his 
relation,  inquires  into  and  propofes  the  condition  of 
his  future  fervices,  he  without  hefitation  mentions  a 
marriage  with  his  younger  daughter.  And,  having 
no  marriage  portion  to  give  the  father,  as  the  cuftom 
of  the  times  and  of  the  country  required,  he  offers,  as 
an  equivalent,  feven  years  perfonal  fervitude  and  la¬ 
bour. 
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hour.  What  is  lofs  of  eafe,  lofs  of  liberty,  lofs  of  life, 
to  love  ?  When  I  behold  Jacob,  at  fuch  a  price,  ready 
and  happy  to  purchafe  the  objeft  of  his  affection, 
whether  lhall  I  pity  or  contemn  the  cold,  timid,  ielfilh 
hearts  of  the  young  men  of  the  prefent  generation, 
who  perfifl  in  the  negleft  of  nature’s  cleared:,  plained: 
law,  from,  I  know  not  what,  pretended  reafons  of 
caution  and  wifdom,  which  would  fain  pals  for  virtue  ; 
but  are  in  reality  the  offspring  of  pride  and  luxury, 
pufillanimity  and  felf-love. 

The  propofal  is  no  fooner  made  than  accepted. 
And  Laban  has  the  fatisfaGion  of  at  once  betrothing 
his  daughter  to  wealthy  Iiaac’s  fon  and  heir,  and  of 
fecuring  for  himfelf  the  prefent  emolument  of  Jacob’s 
labour,  care  and  fidelity  for  feven  good  years.  Thus, 
the  rights  of  humanity,  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  and 
the  ties  of  blood,  are  all  made  bafely  to  truckle  to  the 
molt  fordid  and  deteftable  of  all  human  paflions. 
And  behold  the  free-born  grandfon  of  Abraham 
finks  into  abjeG  fervitude,  and,  the  worfl  of  all  fervi- 
tude,  fubjeGion  to  a  near  relation. 

But,  as  every  bleffing  of  life  has  its  correfponding 
inconvenience,  fo  every  evil  has  its  antidote.  Jacob 
is  contented  and  happy,  while  his  pains  and  fatigue 
are  alleviated  by  the  converlation  of  his  beloved  Ra¬ 
chel  ;  and,  what  is  it  to  him,  that  the  {tern,  di (con¬ 
tented  father  frowns  and  chides,  fo  long  as  the  beautiful 
daughter  receives  him  with  complacency  and  lmiles  ? 
He  bears  with  patience  and  cheerlulnefs  the  ardour  of 
the  meridian  fun,  and  the  cold  chilling  damps  of  the 
evening,  in  the  hope. of  that  bled:  hour,  when  tender 
fympathy  fhall  foothe  his  diftreffes,  and  every  uneafi- 
nefs  lhall  be  lulled  to  reft,  in  the  bofom  of  love.  In 
this  fweet  commerce,  the  years  of  flavery  glide  imper¬ 
ceptibly  away  :  and,  what  abfence  would  have  render¬ 
ed  infupportably  long,  the  prefence  of  the  beloved  ob¬ 
ject  has  ftiortened  into  the  appearance  of  a  few  days. 
Such  is  the  inconceivable  charm  of  virtuous  love. 

Jacob  ferved  feven  years  for  Rachel  :  and  they 

feemed 
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feemed  unto  hirn  but  a  few  days,  for  the  love  he  had 
to  her.”* 

Jacob,  having  faithfully  fulfilled  his  part  of  the 
covenant,  now  calls  on  Laban  to  fulfil  what  was  in¬ 
cumbent  .  upon  him.  The  better  to  conceal  the 
baud  wnich  he  was  meditating,  he  feigns  compliance  \ 
and  believing  Jacob  is  amufed  with  all  the  ufual  ap¬ 
paratus  or  a  marriage  feaft.  In  conformity  to  the 
cuftom  of  thofe  eaftern  nations,  the  bride  was  con¬ 
cluded  to  the  bed  of  her  hufband,  with  lilence,  in 
darknefs,  and  'covered  from  head  to  foot  with  a  veil  ; 
circuiifitances,  all  of  them  favourable  to  the  wicked, 
ielfifh  plan,  which  Laban  had  formed,  to  detain  his 
ion-in-law  longer  in  his  fend ce.  Leah  is  accordingly 
lubflituted  in  room  of  her  lifter.  And  he  who  by  fubtil- 
ty  and  fallehood  dole  away  the  bluffing  intended  for  his 
brotner,  is  punifhed  for  his  deceit,  by  finding  a  Leah 
where  he  expected  a  Rachel.  He  who  availed  hirm 
lelf  of  an  undue  advantage  to  arrive  at  the  right  of 
the  firft-born,  has  undue  advantage  taken  of  him  in 
having  the  nrft-born  put  in  the  place  of  the  younger. 
He,  who  could  practife  upon  a  father’s  blindnefs, 
though  to  obtain  a  laudable  end,  is  in  his  turn  prac- 
tifed  upon  by  a  father,  employing  the  cover  of  night 
to  accomplifh  a  very  unwarrantable  purpofe.  Laban 
was  bale,  treacherous  and  wicked  ;  but  Heaven  is 
wife,  and  holy,  and  juft.  Let  the  man  who  dares  tQ 
think  of  doing  evil  in  the  hope  that  good  may  come, 
fook  at  Jacob,  and  tremble.  The  lhame,  vexation 
and  diftrefs  of  fuch  a  difappoiji tment,  are  more  eafily 
imagined  than  eleferibed.  And,  what  are  all  the  vo¬ 
taries  of  finful  pleafure  preparing  for  themfelves  ? 
Treat uring  up  fliaine  and  forrow,  when  the  delirium 
of  pafiion  is  oyer,  and  the  returning  light  of  reafon 

awakens  them  to  reflection  and  remerfe.  Thev. 

,  -> 
hel,  but  in  the  morning. 
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The  next  day,  as  may  well  be  fuppofed,  exhibited 
a  fcene  of  no  pleafing  kind  :  expodulation,  upbraid¬ 
ing,  and  reproach.  Laban,  as  avarice  feldom  choofo; 
to  avow  its  real  motives,  endeavours  to  juftify  his 
treachery  and  breach  of  fjiith,  by  a  pretended  re¬ 
gard  for  the  laws  and  manners  of  his  country,  which 
permitted  not  the  younger  to  be  given  in  marriage 
before  the  fird-born.  An  honed  man  would  have 
given  this  information  when  the  bargain  was  firft  pro- 
pofed.  It  was  an  infult,  not  an  indemnification,  to 
produce  it  now.  What  will  not  this  bale  paiFion 
make  a  man  do  ?  To  deceive  the  unfufpecting  and 
unwary  ;  to  opprefs  the  weak ;  to  praQile  upon  the 
ftranger,  are  among  its  fimpler  and  more  cudomary 

operations.  Behold  it  leading  a  father,  to - by 

what  name  (hall  I  call  it  ? — proditute  his  own  daugh¬ 
ter.  If  there  be  a  crime  blacker  than  another  ;  if,  Sa¬ 
tan,  there  be  a  pjurpofe  fhou  wouldd  accomplilh, 
which  modedy  fhudders  to  think  of,  which  the  hand 
trembles  to  perpetrate,  from  which  the  confcience  in 
horror  recoils  ;  infufe  into  fome  dark  heart  the  de¬ 
mon  of  covetoufnefs,  the  love  of  money ;  place  gain 
in  one  eye,  proditution  and  parricide  in  the  other, 
and  the  work  of  hell  is  done. 

Mark  how  eafy  aitd  flexible  the  confcience  of  a 
'mifer  is.  Let  intered  blow  the  gale,  from  whatever 
quarter  it  be,  and  lo,  with  the  rapidity  of  thought, 
the  underdanciing  and  confcience  of  the  covetous 
wretch  are  veered  round  with  it !  The  man,  who  lad 
night  fhuddered  at  the  thought  of  violating  a  foolilh 
and  abfurd  rafhion  of  the  country  is  not  afhamed,  the 
very  next  morning,  to  propofe  polygamy  and  inced  ; 
and  to  make  his  own  children  the  indruments  of 
them.  Whence  this  drange  inconfidency  ?  It  was 
for  his  advantage  to  adhere  to  the  cudom  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  to  difpenfe  with  the  laws  of  God  and  nature. 
What  does  it  concern  him,  that  diforder  and  didrefs 
are  introduced  into  his  daughter’s  family,  fo  long  as  it 
can  any  how  redound  to  his  private  benefit  ?  If  an- 

*  other 
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other  man  have  what  may  be  called  a  weak  fide,  av¬ 
arice  is  quick-fighted  as  the  eagle  to  difcern  it,  and  not 
more  penetrating  to  difcaver  than  dexterous  to  con¬ 
vert  it  to  its  own  emolument.  Unfortunately,  Jacob's 
infirmity  was  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon.  His  unextin- 
guifhed,  unabated  paffion  for  Rachel  was  well  known 
to  her  rapacious  father  ;  who  had,  with  a  joy  which 
the  worldly  mind  alone  can  feel,  feen  his  flocks  mul¬ 
tiply,  and  his  wealth  increafe,  under  Jacob’s  care. 
Unfatisfied  and  infatiable,  he  builds  upon  this  well- 
known  attachment  the  project  of  a  farther  continua¬ 
tion  of  Jacob’s  fervitude,  with  all  its  accumulation  of 
riches  and  confequence. 

The  propofal  which  avarice  made  without  a  blulh, 
love  accepted  with  perhaps  too  much  precipitation. 
We  are  not  framing  an  apology  for  Jacob’s  conduct, 
but  delivering  the  features  of  his  character,  and  the 
lines  of  bis  hiftory,  from  the  facred  record.  But  this 
much  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  Jacob,  left  to 
himfelf,  and  to  the  honeft  workings  of  a  heart  infpired 
by  the  love  of  an  eftimable  object,  would  never  have 
dreamt  of  a  plurality  of  waves  ;  much  lefs  of  alfuming 
the  lifter  of  his  beloved  Rachel,  to  be  her  rival  in  his 
affections.  It  does  not  appear,  that  the  folemnization 
of  Jacob’s  marriage  with  Rachel,  was  deferred  till  the 
expiration  of  the  fecond  term  of  feven  years.  Pro¬ 
vided  Laban  got  fufficient  fecurity  for  performance  of 
the  agreement,  it  was  indifferent  to  him  when  the 
other  got  poffeffion  of  the  bride.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  he  gave  way  immediately  to  Jacob’s 
willies ;  and  the  more  fo,  that  his  bufinefs  was  likely 
to  be  executed  with  greater  fidelity  and  zeal,  by  a 
fervant  and  fon  gratified,  indulged  and  obliged,  than 
by  one  foured  by  difappointment,  diffatisfied  and  irri¬ 
tated  byunkindnefs  and  deceit,  Behold  then  Jacob,  at 
length,  at  the  fummit  of  his  hopes  and  defires.  After 
much  delay,  through  many  difficulties,  which  have 
{Lengthened,  not  extinguifhed  affection,  Rachel  is  at 
laft  his  wife. 
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But  alas,  human  life  admits  not  of  perfeft  blifs ! 
The  feeds  of  jealouly  and  ftrife  are  fown  in  Jacobis 
family.  The  wife  who  enjoyed  the  largefi  (hare  of 
the  hufband’s  affeftion,  is  doomed  to  fterility  ;  the 
lefs  beloved,  is  blefled  with  children.  Thus,  a  wife 
and  gracious  Providence,  by  letting  one  thing  againlt 
another,  preferves  the  profperous  from  pride  and  info- 
lence,  and  the  wretched  from  defpair.  Twenty  years 
did  Ifaac  and  Rebekah  live  in  wedlock  without  a 
child,  though  the  inheritance  and  fucceflion  of  all 
Abraham’s  wealth  and  profpe&s  depended  upon  it ; 
whereas  the  family  of  Jacob,  a  Ample  fhepherd,  earn¬ 
ing  his  fubfiftence  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  the  fer- 
vant  of  another  man,  is  built  up  and  increafes  apace. 
The  good  things  of  life  feem,  to  the  fuperAeial  and 
difcontented,  to  be  unequally  divided  ;  but  there  is  no 
balance  fo  exaft  as  that  in  which  all  conditions  and 
all  events  are  weighed.  The  great  Governor  of  the 
world  does  not  indeed  conform  himfelf,  in  the  difpen- 
fations  of  his  providence,  to  the  mifconceptions  and 
prejudices  of  fhort-Aghted,  erring  men  ;  but  he  is 
affording  ignorant,  erring  men,  if  they  will  but  be 
attentive,  perpetual  caufe  to  adore  and  admire  his  wif- 
dom  and  juftice,his  mercy  and  faithfulnefs.  Leah  bears 
to  Jacob,  as  faft  as  the  courfe  of  nature  permitted, 
four  fons  one  after  another  ;  and,  what  is  remarkable, 
not  only  is  the  hated  wife  firft  honoured  with  being  a 
mother,  but  with  being  the  mother  of  the  two  tribes 
deftined  to  the  priefthood  and  to  royal  dignity  ;  nay, 
the  mother,  remotely,  of  the  chofen  feed  ;  a  dignity 
after  which  every  mother,  fince  the  firft  dawning  of 
the  promife,  eagerly  afpired. 

The  fruitfulnefs  of  her  After  violently  excites  Ra¬ 
chel’s  envy.  The  partiality  of  Jacob  to  he;r,  and  all 
his  profusion  of  tendernefs,  avail  her  nothing.  She 
is  unable  to  fupprefs  her  chagrin  and  mortification  ; 
and,  in  the  bitternefs  of  her  heart,  forgets  both  the 
refpeft  which  fhe  owed  her  huft>and,vand  the  fub- 
miflion  fhe  ought  to  have  paid  to  the  will  of  God. 

And 
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".  And  fhe  faid  unto  Jacob,  Give  me  children  or  elfel 
die.  f-  How  odious,  how  pitiable  are  the  fentiments," 
die  looks  and  the  language  of  pafiion,  to  the  calm 
and  difpaffionate  ;  nay,  to  the  pafiionate  man  himfelf, 
when  toe  fit  is  over,  arid  pafliori  has  fpent  itfelf! 
“  And  Jacob’s  anger  was  kindled  againft  Rachel  :* 
and  he  faid,  Am  I  in  God’s  ffead;  who  hath  with¬ 
held  from  thee  the  fruit  of  the  Womb  ?”f  What! 
and  can  the  anger  of  Jacob  be  kindled  againft  his 
Racnel,  his  firft,  his  only  love  ;  to  obtain  whom 
he  cheerfully  ferved  fourteen  years  !  My  fair  hearers, 
prelume  not  too  far  oil  the  fondriefs  of  the  men  who 
love  you.  Be  calm,  be  moderate,  be  unaffuming,  be 
reasonable,  be  fubmiftive,  and  ye  are  every  thing,  . 
Be  arrogant,  impetuous,  felf-fuffieient,  imperious, 
unreafonable,  and  ye  fink  into  nothing.  I  tremble 
to  think  of  the  dreadful  length  a  woman  will  go 
to  grainy  her  own  fpleen,  and  to  mortify  a  rival. 
In  truth,  fhe  ceafes  to  be  a  female,  where  certain"’ 
feminine  points  are  to  be  carried ;  and  the  leading, 
diftiiiguilhing  characferiftics  of  the  fex  are  loft  and 
lunk  in  the  feelings  of  the  individual.  What !  the 
jealous,  envious  Rachel,  who  found  her  beloved  hub 
band  had  already  one  wife  too  many,  to  think  of 
throwing  another  into  his  bofom !  But  her  too  happy 
filler  and  rival  is1  to  be  mortified;  and  the  cares  not 
what  pangs  it  colls  her  own  heart.  O  my  gentle ' 
friends,  you  are  yourfelves  the  framers' of  your  own 
fortunes.  Be  yourfelves,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  my 
own  fex.  But  quit  the  ground  On  which  God  and 
nature  have  placed  you/,  and  you  are  indeed  to  be  pit¬ 
ied.  If  I  might  venture,  to  hazard  an  opinion,  not 
altogether  unwarranted  by  the  hlftory,.  and  which  I 
am  convinced  by  experience  to  be  well  founded  — 
you  much  ofterier  lofe  your  objeft  by  over  eagernefs* 
than  by  inattention.  You  may,  now  and' then,  fuc- 
ceed  by  addrpfs,  or  vehemence,  or  force;  but  you 
will  ftfcCeed  more  certainly,*  and  much  more  pleafantly 
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with  God  afld  with  man,  by  meeknefs,  and  gentlenefs, 
and  fubmifiion. 

Thus  was  Jacob  moft  grievoufly  wounded,  there, 
where  he  was  mbft  vulnerable  ;  moft  -violently  dif- 
turbed,  there,  where'  he  profnifed  himfelf  perfect 
repofe.  Thus,  our  heavieft  croffes  arife  out  of  our 
deareft  comforts  y  and  the  purfuits  of  “  vanity,” 
iffue  in  cc  vexation  of  fpirit.”  Thus,  all  things  con- 
fpire  to  give  full  affu  ranee  to  the  children  of  men, 
u  that  this  is  not  their  reft  ;”  and  invite  them  to  feck 
“  another  country,  that  is  an  heavenly,”  where 

there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow,  nor 
crying,  nor  pain,”  and  “  God  fhall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes,” 
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And  it  Came  to  pafs,  when  Rachel  had  born  Jofeph ,  that 
Jacob  [aid  unto  Laban ,  Send  me  away,  that  1  may  go 
unto  ?nine  own  place ,  and  to  my  country .  Give  me  my 
wives,  and  my  children  for  whom  I  have  ferved  thee , 
and  let  me  go  t  for  thou  knowejl  my  fervice  which  / 
have  done  thee .  And  Laban  faid  unto  him,  I  pray 
thee,  if  I  have  found  favour  in  thine  eyes ,  tarry,  for  1 
have  learned  by  experience,  that  the  Lord  hath  blejfed 
me  for  thy  fake .  And  he  faid ,  appoint  me  thy  wages, 
a?id  I  will  give  it .  And  he  faid  unto  hi?n ,  Thou  know ~ 
eft  how  I  have  fervecl  thee,  and  how  thy  cattle  was  with 
me.  For  it  was  little  which  thou  hadfl  before  I  came : 
and  it  is  now  increafcd  unto  a  multitude ;  and  the 
Lord  hath  blejfed  thee  fince  my  coming:  and  now , 
when  Jhall  I  provide  for  mine  own  houfe  alfo  ? 

X  HERE  is  no  fubject  of  contemplation  more  pleaff 
ing,  more  inftructive,  more  compofmg  to  the  mind* 
than  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence,  in  adapting  and  adj lifting,  with  fuch  confum- 
mate  fkill,  the  underftanding,  the  difpofitions,  and 
the  exertions  of  men,  to  their  various  and  fucceffive 
fituations,  relations,  employments  and  fortunes. 
What  fo  feeble,  fo  helplefs,  fo  neceffitous,  as  a  new¬ 
born  infant  ?  But  its  proper  aliment  has  accompanied 
it  into  the  world.  Its  firft  cry  has  awakened  ten 
thoufand  fond  affections  in  one,  who,  at  the  hazard 
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bf  her  life,  brought  it  forth,  and,  at  the  hazard  of 
her  life,  is  ready  to  preferve  it.  What  fo  giddy,  ralh, 
inconfiderate,  as  youth  ?  But  the  father  is  proportion- 
ably  thoughtful,  ferious  and  attentive.  Man,  of  all 
animals,  hands  longeft  in  need  of  fupport  and  pro* 
te&ion  ;  therefore,  natural  affection  in  man  is  more 
intelligent  and  of  greater  duration  than  in  any  other 
creature.  Inftincl:  and  reafon  unite  their  force,  in  aid 
of  the  lengthened  infancy  and  childhood  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race.  Parents  often,  and  unjuftly,  complain, 
that  their  care  and  tendernefs  meet  not  with  recipro¬ 
cal  returns  of  attachment  and  affeftion  from  their 
children ;  not  confidering,  that  this  current  fets  con¬ 
tinually  downward,  and  that  the  love  which  we  bear 
to  our  offspring,  nature  has  intended  they  fhould  re¬ 
pay,  not  to  us,  but  to  their  offspring.  Do  our  chil¬ 
dren  grieve  and  vex  us  with  their  levity,  and  thought- 
leffnefs,  and  folly  ?  Let  us  have  a  little  patience.  By 
and  by  they  frail  become  fathers  and  mothers  ;  and 
then  fhall  they  be  cured  of  what  now  gives  us  fo 
much  uneafmefs  ;  and  then  fhall  they  be  grieved, 
vexed,  and  mortified,  in  their  turn. 

The  anxieties  which  Jacob’s  diffenfioil  with  his 
brother  occafioned  to  their  fond  parents  are  now 
thickening  upon  his  own  head.  In  the  lafl  period  of 
his  life,  we  faw  the  honed  fhepherd  following  his  Am¬ 
ple  employment  with  cheerfulnefs  and  joy;  drinking 
delicious  draughts  of  love  from  the  approving  eyes 
of  his  amiable  fhepherdefs  ;  and  beguiling  the  tedi- 
>  ^ t  it  u s  in  converfe  with  Iris  Rachel, 

and  with  the  proipe£l  of  that  bright  hour,  which  was 
to  crown  his  hopes,  and  to  reward  all  his  toil.  But 
thole  foft  moments  have  paffed  away,  and  vanilhed 
tike  a  d  1  earn ,  then  fhgirt  was  not  perceived  ;  tireir 
ralue  is  11  n cl c r ffo o d  and  prized,  after  they  are  forever 
gone.  I  ne  cares,  anct  troubles,  and  apprehenfions  of 
a  father  now  occupy  his  mind.  Jealoufy  and  flrife 
difturb  his  repofe.  Why  multiply  elaborate  argu¬ 
ments  againff  the  practice  of  polygamy  ?  Look  into 
Vol.IL  G  the 
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the  wretched  diforder  and  difcord  of  thofe  families 
which  have  been  built  upon  that  unnatural  fyltem, 
and  be  allured  it  is  not,  cannot  be,  from  Him,  who 
loves  the  children  of  men,  and  all  whole  inftitutions 
aim  at  making  them  happy,  ihe  rival  filters,,  rather 
than  not  mortify  each  other,  voluntarily  mortify  and 
degrade  themfelves,  by  raifing  their  handmaids  to  a 
participation  of  their  huiband  s  bed.  Envy  and  re 
venge,  if  they  can  but  hurt  an  adverfary,  regard  not 
the  wounds  which  they  inflict  at  home.  Unhappy 
Tacob !  my  heart  bleeds  for  him.  His  time,  and  la¬ 
bour,  and  ltrength,  are  at  the  difpoial  of  a  felfilh, 
hard-hearted,  inlatiabfe  father-in-law his  very  per- 
fon  and  affe&ions  are  inlolently  fettled,,  difpofed  of, 
and  transferred  at  the  pleafure  ot  two  jealous,  wrang¬ 
ling  filters  :  while,  behold  a  family  rifmg  and  in- 
creafing  upon  hint,  without  the  power  or  means  of 
making  anv  provifion  for  it.’  The  mind  of  his  belov¬ 
ed  Rachel/ whom  he  had  earned  at  the  hard  price  of 
fourteen  vears  painful  fervice,  is  foured  and  chagrined 
by  the  want  of  onebleffing.  dhe  labours  of  the  field 
through  the  day,  are  not  relieved  at  night  by  ttm 
tender nefs  of  fympathy  and  love,  but  embittered  and 
aggravated  by  womanilh  altercation,  and  hrife. 
What  could  have  fupported  him  but  religion  ? 

Leah  has,  at  various  intervals,  borne  Jacob  fix  fons 
and  a  daughter :  and  Rachel’s  grief  and  defpair  are 
at  their  height,  when  God,  whole  counfels  move  not, 
nor  hand  Hill,  in  complaifance  to  our  defires  or  ca¬ 
prices,  thinks  meet  to  remove  her  forrow  and  re- 
oroach  ;  and  lire  becomes  the  joyful  mother  ot  a  ion. 
What  ingenious  pains  the  filly  mothers  take,  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  memory  of  their  jealous  fentnnents  and 
contentions,  in  the  names  which  they  rmpofe  upon 
their  children  ;  impioully  prefuming  to  drag  in  1  rovi* 
dence  as  a  party  to  their  quarrel ;  foolifirly  and  wick¬ 
edly  tranfmitting  their  contemptible  hatred,  and  anr- 
mofity  to  the  dilturbance  and  diltrefs  of  their  polteri- 
ty  j  and  madly  fowing  the  feeds  of  a  plague,  which 


names  of  the  twelve  heads  of  the  tribes  ox  Ifrael,  from 

that  prophetic  fpirit  which  forelaw  and  predicted  I 

their  future  characters  and  fituations,  as  it  breathed 

from  the  lips  of  their  dying  father ;  and,  from  the  I 

mind  of  God,  who  was  employing  female  fpleen  and  | 

paffion,  to  declare  his  own  purpofes  and  defigns. 

About  the  time  of  Tofeph’s  birth,  it  would  appear. 
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ted,” — which  were  fo  few  in  number,  that  they 
might  rather  be  reckoned,  the  fportings  than  the  reg¬ 
ular  productions  of  nature.  Laban  acquiefces  rvithout 
hefitation  in  this  propofal ;  wondering  in  himlelf,  I 
doubt  not,  that  Jacob  fhould  be  fo  fimple  as  to  make 
it.  An  entire  reparation  is  accordingly  made,  with¬ 
out  delay,  between  the  cattle  of  the  defcription  which 
had  been  ftipulated,  and  the  reft  of  the  flock.  They 
are  removed,  to  prevent  all  occafion  of  fufpicion  and 
complaint,  to  the  diftance  of  a  three  days  journey  ; 
and  delivered  into  the  cuftody  of  Laban’s  fons,  men 
too  like  their  father  to  throw  any  thing  into  Jacob’s 
{bale,  either  through  good-will,  neglebt  or  careleff- 
nefs.  Jacob  continues  to  tend  the  remainder  of  the 
flocks,  pure  from  all  mixture,  and  they  were  by  far 
the  greateft  part  of  the  ftock,  for  his  father-in-law. 

The  device  which  he  employed,  and  which  feems 
to  have  been  fuggefted  to  him  in  a  dream,  is  well 
known  to  ail  who  read  the  fcriptures.  It  has  been 
difputed,  whether  the  fuccefs  of  it  -was  in  the  ordina¬ 
ry  courfe  of  natural  caufe  and  effect,  of  was  entirely 
produced  by  a  miraculous  interpofition  in  favour  of 
bur  patriarch.  Indeed,  there  feems  in  it  a  great  deal 
of  both  the  one  and  the  other.  That  the  female,  in 
the  moment  of  conception,  fhould  be  more  than  ufu- 
ally  fufceptible  of  ftrong  and  extraordinary  impref- 
fions,  and  capable  of  tranfmitting  that  impreffion  to 
her  young,  fo  as  clearly  to  mark  and  diftinguifh  it,  is 
too  fully  proved  by  experience,  to  be  denied.  But 
this  happens  too  feldom  in  theutual  wake  or  natme,  to 
permit  us  fo  fuppofe  that  the  extraordinary  increafe 
of  Jacob’s  cattle  was  in  the  mere  current _  of  things 
aided  a  little  by  human  fagacity  and  (kill.  That 
one  lamb  or  kid,  fhould  be  marked  with  c'  the  ftieaks 
of  the  poplar,  hafel,  and  chefnut  rods,  01,  that 
one  here  and  there  through  the  flock  fhould  be  thus 
diftinguifhed,  we  can  eafily  believe  to  happen  without 
a  miracle.  But,  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  young  fhould 

bear  this  fignature  ;  that,  as  the  impreffmg  object 

•  '  was 
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was  exhibited  or  withdrawn,  the  dams  fhould  con¬ 
ceive  uniformly  and  correfpondently,  is,  on  no  prin¬ 
ciple  of  nature  or  of  art,  to  be  accounted  for.  The 
finger  of  God  is  therefore  to  be  feen  and  acknowledg¬ 
ed  in  it.  Thus  was  the  condition  of  Jacob  fpeedily 
.and  wonderfully  changed  to  the  better :  “  And  the 
man  increafed  exceedingly,  and  had  much  cattle,  and 
maid-fervants,  and  men-fervants,  and  camels,  and  afh 
es.??  *  And  thus,  the  world  is  inftru&ed  that  he 
who  fears  and  follows  God,  will  fooner  or  later  find 
his  reward, 

:  But  it  feems  determined  of  Providence,  that  Jacob 
fhould  never  find  a  place  of  reft.  Lately,  he  was 
poor  and  dependent,  and  thence  anxious  in  his  own 
mind,  and  liable  to  infult,  and  unkindnefs,  and  op« 
preflion  from  others.  Now,  he  is  rich  and  profper- 
ous,  and  thence  expofed  to  hatred  and  envy.  And 
envy,  like  a  plague  or  a  torrent,  fweeps  every  thing 
before  it.  We  may  eafily  conceive  with  what  watch¬ 
ful  jealoufy  Jacob's  carriage  and  his  charge  were 
obferved  by  fuch  men  as  Laban  and  his  fons.  With 
wLat  aftonifhment  and  indignation  did  they  behold 
the  beft  and  moft  beautiful  of  the  ewes  and  fhe-goats 
bringing  forth  nothing  but  fpeckled  and  fpotted  !” 
i  heir  rage  and  difeontent  are,  for  a  while,  exprefled 
by  fallen  looks  and  fecret  murmurs  only.  At  length 
diey  become  too  violent  to  be  fupprefted,  and  break 
torth  into  open  feurrility  and  abufe.  The  tongue  of 
the  gloomy  father  indeed  fays  nothing— What  can 
he  fay  ?  But  his  averted  looks,  his  glaring,  diftatisfi- 
ed,  indignant  eyes,  fully  declare  the  anguifti  that  preys 
upon  his  heart.  I  confefs  I  am  malicious  enough  to 
enjoy  it.  I  love  to  fee  the  envious  man  goaded  and 
ftung  by  the  lafhes  and  fftakes  of  his  own  dark,  em~ 
poifoned  conlcience  ;  becaufe  I  love  to  fee  mankind 
happy.  It  gives  me  pleafure  to  fee  the  generous 
in/al  of  a  lordid  miier,  furpalling  him  in  wealth,  eclipf- 
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ing  him  in  eftimation  and  fuccefs  5  galling  him  by 

his  profperity  and  liberality.  .  , 

Jacob,  however,  is  unable  to  ftand  it.  And,  judg¬ 
ing  it  better  for  all  parties  that  they  Ihould  feparate, 
to  fave  himfelf  the  diftrefs  of  encountering  the  bitter 
words  and  four  looks  of  unkind  relations,  and  to  fpare 
them  the  mifery  of  witneffing  his  growing  profperity, 
he  propofes  to  return  to  his  aged  kind  parents  from 
whom  he  was  certain  of  meeting  with  a  cordially  af¬ 
fectionate  reception.  ,  ,  . 

The  dialogue  which  palled  between  Jacob  and  - 
wives  upon  this  occafion,*  lets  us  deeper  into  t  e 
diftreffes  and  difcom  forts  of  his  prefent  condition  > 
and  exhibits  the  picture  of  a  covetous  man  in  Ml 

lier,  but  therefore  the  more  odious  colours. 

we  learn,  that  the  fordid  father, _  not  contenf  e  ''J  ' 
exacting  of  his  fon-in-law  the  rigorous  Perform“^ 
of  his  hard  bargain,  according  to  the  rules  of  Met 
juftice,  (and  the  juftice  of  a  mifer  is  ftern,  unfelmg 
mid  fevere  indeed)  frequently  had  recourfe  to  trick  and 
chicane  to  over-reach  and  defraud  him.  No  fidelity 
could  pleafe,  no  fubmiflion  mollify,  no  attachment  u 
due  no  tie  of  juftice  bind,  no  call  of  nature  awaken 
to ^Impenetrable,  felfifK  heart.  “  To  know Aat  wnh 
all  mv  nower  I  have  ferved  your  father.  And  your 
fatheJ  hath  deceived  me,  and  changed  my  wages^ten 
times,  but  God  fuffered  him  not  to  hurt  me.  t 

fh“e  ye.  any  portion  or  inheritance  or  -  „  our  fe- 

ther’s  houfe ?  Are  we  not  counted  of  him  itra  g  • 
For  he  hath  fold  us,  and  hath  quite  devoured l  ahb  ou 
•mnnpv  ”  +  Whom  do  men  commonly  cher 
““  with  peculiar  tendemefs  ?  Their  daughters  and 

gran  and  ay’up  in  ftcT?  For  their  daughters  and 
^nd  children.  ?But  behold,  here  is  a  father  who  has 
fold  his  daughters  for  hire,  who  treats  them  as  ftran- 

*  Gen.  xxxi.  4-16.  t  Gen.  xxxi.  6,  ?•  X  V«.  J4>  >5* 


Lect.  VIII.  Hijtory  of  Jacob.  103 

gers  to  his  blood,  defrauds  them  of  their  undoubted 
-ri^ht !  Behold  a  grandfather  taking  pleafure,  not  in 
the  innocent  prattle,  not  in  the  dawning  genius,  not 
in  the  increafing  flature  of  the  young  ones  who  de¬ 
fended  from  his  own  loins ;  net  in  fmoothing  for 
them  the  rugged  path  of  life,  not  in  extending  and 
-brightening  their  profpefts,  not  in  rearing  and  eftab- 
lifhing  their  fortunes  !  but,  in  diverting  the  ftreams  of 
-their  fubfiftence ;  but?  in  grafping  to  himfelf  the  hard- 
earned  fruits  of  their  father’s  induitry  ;  but,  in  under¬ 
mining,  counteracting,  deftroying  their  interefls  and 
their  hopes  !  How  happy  it  is  tor  the  world,  that  this 
vile  pallion  is  neither  immortal  nor  omnipotent ! 

God  is,  in  fpite  of  Laban,,  fulfilling  to  Jacob  the 
covenant  and  promife  which  he  entered  into  at  Beth¬ 
el.  Jacob  had  flipulated  but  moderate  things  for 
himfelf,  u  bread  to  eat  and  raiment  to  put  on,55  whilfl 
he  was  from  home ;  and  a  peaceable  and  lafe  return 
to  his  father’s  houfe :  and  lo,  an  indulgent  Provi¬ 
dence  has  far  exceeded  his  expectations.,  and  even  his 
defires.  But,  if  he  be  increafed,  he  is  alfo  encumber¬ 
ed  ;  if  his  flock  be  larger,  fo  is  alfo  his  care ;  have 
his  comforts  multiplied  ?  he  is  but  the  more  vulnera¬ 
ble.  A  retinue,  confiding  of  two  wives  and  as  many 
concubines ;  twelve  children,  the  eldeft  but  thirteen 
years  old,  and  the  youngeft  under  feven ;  of  the  fer- 
vants  necelfary  to  a  family  fo  numerous ;  of  a  live 
flock  fo  extenfive,  to  be  removed,  and  of  the  attend¬ 
ants  abfolutely  needful  for  that  purpofe  ;  a  family  fuch 
as  this,  was  in  a  condition  very  unfavourable  to  the 
journey  which  they  are  about  to  undertake,  efpecially, 
liable  as  they  were  to  be  purfued  and  overtaken  by 
incenfed  Laban  ;  or,  intercepted  and  cut  off  by  the 
way,  by  the  equally  incenfed  Efau.  But,  Jacob  is  fol¬ 
lowing  the  direction  of  Heaven,  and  therefore  pro¬ 
ceeds  with  humble  confidence.  What  a  deflroyer  of 
human  comfort  is  wealth,  that  univerfal  objeCl  ol  pur- 
fait !  See,  it  has  alienated  the  affections  of  one  man 

from 
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from  his  own  family  ;  it  has  driven  another  to  flee 
from  that  perfon  as  an  enemy,  whom  he  had  once 
fought  unto  as  a  friend.  In  one  fhape  or  another, 
this  evil  affection,  the  love  of  riches,  is,  I  am  afraid,  at 
the  bottom  of  molt  of  the  ill  we  do,  and  of  molt  of  the 
ills  which  we  fuffer. 

Jacob,  having  communicated  his  intention  to  his 
family,  and  obtained  their  hearty  concurrence,  takes 
advantage  of  Laban’s  occupation  in  the  bufmefs  of 
his  fheep-Ihearing,  to  fteal  away  homeward.  And  he 
has  the  felicity  of  gaining  three  days  journey,  before 
the  news  of  his  flight  have  reached  the  uncle.  But 
encumbered  as  he  was,  this  is  but  a  flight  advantage, 
if  a  puriuit  were  attempted  ;  and  he  muff  be  indebted 
for  his  fafety,  after  all,  to  the  protection  of  that  God 
whom  he  was  following,  and  not  to  his  own  wifdom, 
forefight,  ipeed  or  force. 

Jacob,  I  dare  fay,  was  fcrupuloufly  careful  to  re¬ 
move  nothing  but  \yhat  was,  by  a  clear  and  undoubt¬ 
ed  title,  his  own.  He  who  had  repeatedly  and  pa¬ 
tiently  fubmitted  to  impofltion  and  oppreffion,  for 
the  fake  of  quietnefs,  was  not  likely  to  provoke  enmi¬ 
ty,  and  juftify  vengeance,  by  robbery  and  plunder. 
But  Rachel,  in  what  view,  and  for  what  reafon,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  determine,  has  C£  ftolen  away  the  images 
which  were  her  father’s.”  Many  folutions  have  been 
attempted,  of  this  ftrange  and  unaccountable  piece  of 
theft.  Some  of  them  I  fhall  juft  mention,  leaving 
you  to  form  your  own  judgment  of  the  matter.  It  is 
alleged  by  fome  Rabbins,  that  fne  carried  off  the  Ter- 
aphim  or  idols,  left  her  father  by  confuiting  them, 
Ihould  difcover  the  route  which  Jacob  had  taken,  and 
fo  purfue  with  the  greater  certainty  of  overtaking  him. 
Some  afcribe  her  condufl;  to  piety  and  natural  affec¬ 
tion,  as  if  ihe  meant  to  make  Laban  fenfible  or  the 
weaknefs  of  deities  which  would  fuffer  themfelves  to 
be  ftolen  away,  without  giving  notice  of  fuch  a  deffgn, 
and  were  incapable  of  making  any  refiftance  ;  thereby 
rv,  hoping 

*  I.? 
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hoping  to  detach  her  father  from  the  abfurdity  and 
impiety  of  idol  worfhip.  Others,  lefs  charitably  dif- 
pofed  towards  her,  reprefent  her  as  a  true  daughter  of 
£aban,  inftigated  by  covetoufnefs,  to  purloin  the  dei¬ 
ties,  for  the  value  of  the  precious  materials  of  which 
they  were  compofed,  or  whereby  they  were  orna¬ 
mented.  And  Chryfodom,  with  almod  equal  feveri- 
ty,  accounts  for  the  robbery  from  her  predilection  in 
favour  of  idolatry. 

Thus  Jacob  left  his  father-indaw  :  or,  to  ufe  the 
marginal  reading,  which  is  lufficiently  warranted  by 
the  Hebrew  words,  “  dole  away  the  heart  of  Laban 
the  Syrian  that  is,  either  he  adted  with  fo  much 
prudence  and  caution,  that  Laban  iuipected  not,  fath¬ 
omed  not  his  defign  ;  or,  he  dole  away  that  which 
was  dear  to  him  as  his  heart  and  foul,  his  precious, 
precious  wealth.  The  fequel  abundantly  judifies  this 
latter  interpretation.  For  Laban  is  no  looner  inform¬ 
ed  of  his  fon-in-law’s  efcape,  than,  without  the  fhadow 
pf  a  pretence  to  moled  him  on  his  way,  or  to  force  him 
back,  makes  after  him  with  a  powerful  body  of  his 
friends,  if  not  to  plunder  and  murder  him,  at  lead,  to 
oblige  him  to  return.  After  feven  days  hady  march¬ 
ing,  he  overtakes  him  and  his  cumberfome  train,  in 
Mount  Gilead  ;  and  he  is  ready  to  feize  on  his  de- 
fencelefs  prey.  But,  the  God  in  whom  Jacob  traded, 
plants  around  him  a  fence  more  impenetrable  than 
the  adamantine  rock.  Laban’s  gods  could  not  hinder 
themfelves  from  being  dolen  away  by  a  fimple  woman, 
and  packed  up  among  other  lumber,  to  be  conveyed 
off  :  but  Jacob’s  God  is  watching  and  protecting  him 
night  and  day  ;  nay,  watching  his  enemy  too,  to 
check  and  reprefs  him.  For,  the  vifion  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  is  not  only  with  them  that  fear  him,  to  direCt 
and  comfort  them,  but  fometimes  alio  with 'them  that 
fear  him  not,  to  redrain,  to  threaten,  and  to  terrify 
them. 

God,  in  a  dream  by  night,  charges  Laban,  in  a 

manner 
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manner  which  he  could  not  but  underftand,  feel  and 
remember,  charges  him  at  his  peril  to  offer  Jacob  any 
injury  in  word  or  deed  ;  cc  for  when  a  man’s  ways 
pleafe  the  Lord,  he  maketh  even  his  enemy  to  be  at 
peace  with  him.”  Thus  warned,  he  comes  up  with 
his  nephew  next  morning ;  and,  like  many,  who  when 
they  are  galled  by  an  ill  confcience,  endeavour  to  eafe 
themfelves  of  its  reproaches,  by  transferring  the 
blame  from  themfelves  to  the  perfons  whom  they 
have  wronged  ;  he  reproaches  Jacob  with  a  conduct, 
which,  he  well  knew,  had  refulted  entirely  from  his 
own  harfhnefs  and  feverity  ;  and  upbraids  him  with 
unkind  behaviour  to  his  daughters,  fully  convinced 
all  the  while,  that  they  had  no  ground  of  complaint 
againft  any  one,  fo  much  as  againft  their  own  unnat¬ 
ural,  unkind  father,  who  had  counted  them  as  ftran- 
gers  :  “  for  he  hath  fold  us,  and  hath  quite  devoured 
alfo  our  money.” 

It  is  pleafant  to  hear  a  miferly  wretch  talk  of  the 
liberal  and  generous  things  which  he  intended  to  have 
done,  after  the  call  and  occafion  are  over,  and  his  gen- 
erofity  is  in  no  danger  of  being  brought  to  the  teft. 

Wherefore  didft  thou  flee  away  fecretly,  and  fteal 
away  from  me  ?  and  didft  not  tell  me,  that  I  might 
have  fent  thee  away  with  mirth,  and  with  fongs,  with 
tabret,  and  with  harp  ?  And  haft  not  fuffered  me  to 
kifs  my  fons  and  my  daughters  ?  Thou  haft  now  done 
foolifhly,  in  fo  doing.”*  But  truth  will  appear  through 
the  clofeft  difguife.  With  all  this  pompous  parade  of 
kindnefs  and  affedion,  he  is  weak  enough  to  avow 
the  violent  purpofe  with  which  he  had  undertaken  the 
purfuit,  and,  from  his  father-in-law’s  own  lips,  Jacob 
has  the  fatisfadtion  to  learn  that  he  owed  his  fafety 
to  the  kind  interpofition  of  a  heavenly,  not  to  the  al¬ 
tered  mind  of  an  earthly  parent. 

But,  figure  to  yourfelves  Jacob’s  furprife,  when 
charged  by  Laban  with  having  ftolen  his  gods.  If 

there 
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i  o,  ,,  thine  about  Laban’s  houfe  more  odious 
and"  contemptible^ than  another  in  his  eyes,  it  was  his 
Teraohhn.  He  would  juftly  have  reckoned  inch  an 
S  mixture  among  his  goods  as  the  corrupter 
and  deftroyer  of  the  whole.  Hie  defence  therefore  s 

fimple,  vet  forcible  ;  becaule  it  is  the  languag^e  o  ge 

nine  truth  and  of  confcious  innocence  and  mtebr  ) . 

I  like  Jacob’s  fpeech  throughout.  *  It  i  s the 
of  a  good  and  honefl  heart.  our  line  ^ 

not  to  make  any  commentary  upon  it. 
needs  none.  Obferve  only,  in  general,  how  generou 
is  the  fear  which  he  expreifes,  left  Laban  ftiou 
lently  refume  the  wives  whom  he  had  given  him. 
Some  of  them  had  been  obtruded  upon  him  by  rraud, 
others  by  perfuafton  ;  but  they  are  the  mothers  of  his 
children,  and  therefore  he  cannot  bear  to  think  of 
parting  with  them,  though  he  might  have  been  per¬ 
mitted*  How  noble  is  the  difdain  and  indignation 
which  he  expreffes,  on  being  charged  with  the  theft 
of  Laban’s  gods  !  How  manly  the  recapitulation 
his  paft  fervices  and  fufferings  !  How  bold  the  den. 

ance  he  bids  to  malice  and  refentment  , 

But,  it  difcovers  too  much  of  a  great  and  generous 
fpirit,  to  be  paffed  over  thus  flightly.  I  mud  there¬ 
fore  take  the  liberty  to  refume  it,  and  to  enlarge  a  lit¬ 
tle  upon  it, — and  now  haften  to  conclude,  with  tms 
fingle  idea,  of  the  analogy  which  we  never  wilh  for 

a  moment  to  lofe  fight  of.  Jacob,,  leaving  Canaan, 

folitary  and  poor,  banilhed  from  his  father  s  home, 

and  degraded  into  flavery  :  and  Jacob,  reiuining, 

loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  churlifh  Laban,  and  blefted 

with  a  nyimerous,  profperous  and  increafing  tamny, 

without  a  violent  ftretch  of  thought,  prefigures  to  us 

_ _ Jefus,  defcending  from  heaven,  and  the..  ongma 

fplendours  of  his  nature  ;  voluntarily  depreilmg  him- 

felf  into  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  meekly  fubmitting, 

for  a  feafon,  and  to  accomplifh  a  great  and  impoitant 

purpose, 


*  Gen.  ^xxi.  36 — 43* 
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putpofe,  to  the  want  of  the  fmiles  of  his  heavenly  Fa- 
t  ter  s  countenance  :  and  “  the  glory  that  followed” 

,,  1S  triumphant  return  to  heaven,  adorned  with  the 
ipoils  oi  death  and  hell,  and  attended  by  an  innumer¬ 
able  train  of  fpiritual  fons  and  daughters,  acquired  in  a 
nrange  land,  adopted  into  the  family  of  God  confti 
tuted  the  heirs  of  glory,  and  in  due  time  to  be  exalt¬ 
ed,  together  with  their  glorious  Head,  to  heavenly 
tnrones.  May  we,  beloved,  fwell  the  triumph  of  that 
day,  and  find  eternal  red  from  the  toils  and  dangers 

or  the  way,  in  the  bofom  of  our  Father  and  our  God 
Amen. 


« 
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And  Jacob  [aid ,  0  God  of  my  father  Abraham , 

Gtfrf  of  my  father  Ifaac ,  //?£  L<?r<7  which  faidft  unto 
me 5  Return  unto  thy  country ,  tf?Zd/  /#  //ay  kindred ,  <7/zJ 
1  will  deal  well  with  thee  :  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaf 
of  all  the  mercies ,  c/~  <2//  the  truth ,  which  thou  haft 

Jhewed  unto  thy  fervant :  for  with  my  ft  aft'  I  pafted 
over  this  Jordan ,  7  £/?z  become  two  bands . 

Deliver  me ,  7  pray  thee ,  /razz  the  hand  of  my  brother , 
from  the ;  Zyzzzl/  of  Efau  :  for  I  fear  him ,  left  he  will 
come  and fmite  me^  and  the  mother  with  the  children. 

T  HE  man  who  is  inftru&ed  to  “  acknowledge  God 
in  all  his  ways,”  and  he  only,  has  found  out  the 
road  that  leads  to  true  happinefs.  The  cup  of  prof- 
perity  wants  its  choiceft  ingredient  when  the  love  of 
our  heavenly  Father  is  not  tafted  in  it.  The  bitterell 
potion,  when  mingled  by  his  hand,  we  can  drink 
with  confidence  and  cheerfulnefs.  It  is  pleafant  to  a 
man  to  fee  his  own  fagacity  and  diligence  crowned 
with  fuccefs.  But  very  imperfect  is  that  pleafure  un- 
lefs  he  can  look  up  and  fay  with  fub million  and  grati¬ 
tude,  “  the  blefling  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich'3  and 
he  ad  doth  no  forrow  therewith.”  There  is  a  viru¬ 
lence  in  the  ills  which  we  bring  upon  ourfelves,  or 
w.nch  flow  from  the  unkindnefs  and  injuftice  ot 
tuners,  tnat  corrodes  the  heart,  and  deprefles  the 


I  id 


Hijlory  of  Jacob. 


Lect.  IX 


fpirit.  But  calamity  the  appointment  of  Heaven,  ca¬ 
lamity  the  difcipline  of  a  Father’s  care  and  wildom, 
brings  its  own  relief  along  with  it.  The  very  poifon, 
if  adminiftered  by  his  hand,  becomes  its  own  anti¬ 
dote,  and  what  threatened  to  kill,  effects  a  cuie. 

It  would  greatly  tend  to  improve  our  wifdom,  to 
promote  our  piety,  and  increafe  our  pleafure,  to  take 
frequent  and  particular  reviews  of  our  own  life  and 
to  obferve  the  changes  whicn  have  taken  place  in  cur 
circumftances  from  time  to  time,  in  connexion  with 
the  means  and  inftmments  which  Providence  more 
clearly  or  more  obfcurely  has  employed,  and  through 
which  our  enterprizes  have  fucceeded  or  failed. 
Many,  very  many,  have  arrived  at  fituations  to  which 
once  in  their  lives  they  durft  not  have  prefumed  to 
afpire.  But  their  prefent  elevation  and  prosperity 

want  their  brighteft  ornament  and  their  firmed  fup- 

pcrt  if  they  be  defdtute  of  that  fpirit  which  good 
Jacob  breathes  in  the  words  which  I  have  read— that 
fpirit  which  afcribes  every  acquisition,  every  fuelling 
to  the  wonder-working  hand  of  indulgent  Heaven. 

Few  men  have  experienced  greater  varieties,  greater 
reverfes  of  condition  than  our  patriarch.  But  we 
find  him  perpetually  gathering  ftrength  from  the 
hardfhips  which  he  endured,  fupportmg  a  life  of  un¬ 
interrupted,  unutterable  affliction  with  patience  and 
fortitude,  fiiffering  and  feeling  as  a  man  but  endur¬ 
ing  and  overcoming  as  a  faint,  and  at  length  cloung 
the  extended  fcene  of  woe  with  the  triumph  of  a  be¬ 
liever  exulting  in  the  bright,  unclouded  profpe&s  o 

immortality-  ,  .  *  1 

One  general  remark  may  be  applied  to  his  who 

hiftory.  His  deeped  didrefles  fprung  out  of  his 
choiced  comforts  ;  his  moft  fignal  fuc  cedes  took  t  eir 
rife  from  his  heavieft  afflictions.-  1  he  attainment  of 
the  birth-right  and  the  bleffing  drove  him  into  banifh- 
ment ;  the  labour,  watchfulnefs  and  anxiety  of  a  fhep- 
herd’s  life  condufted  him  to  opulence  and  importance. 
The  elevation  which  he  too  eagerly  graiped  at  wasthe 
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caufe  of  his  depreffion  ;  the  humiliation  to  which  he 
voluntarily  and  patiently  fubmitted  became  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  his  future  greatnefs.  The  partial  fondnefs  of 
a  mother  expofed  him  to  the  unnatural  unkindnefs 
and  feverity  of  an  uncle  the  jealoufy  and  envy  of 
malevolent  and  felfilh  brothers-in-law  forced  him  back 
to  the  calm  delights  of  his  father’s  houfe. 

After  twenty  years  hard  fervice  under  Laban,  which 
that  ungenerous  kinfman  repaid  with  harfhnefs,  in- 
juftice  and  deceit,  but  which  God  was  plealed  bounti¬ 
fully  to  reward  by  a  numerous  and  thriving  progeny 
and  large  poffeflions,  he  lets  out  fecretly,  in  order  to 
fhun  the  mortification  which  he  daily  endured,  for 
the  land  of  Canaan.  He  is  hotly  purfued,  and  with 
hoftile  difpofitions,  by  his  father-in-law,  and  over¬ 
taken,  encumbered  as  he  was,  on  the  feventh  day  in 
Mount  Gilead.  Providence  once  more  interpofes  in 
his  behalf,  and  protects  him  from  Laban’s  fury. 
Charged  with  undutifulnefs  and  difrefped,  and  ac- 
cufed  of  a  robbery  which  he  would  rather  have  died 
than  commit,  he  defends  himfelf  with  the  fpirit  of  a 
man,  with  the  dignity  of  confcious  innocence,  and 
the  awful  fuperiority  of  truth  and  virtue.  Thole  who 
have  a  tafte  to  relifh  the  modeft,  manly,  fimple,  pa¬ 
thetic  eloquence  of  a  good  and  honeft  heart,  will,  I 
am  perfuaded,  find  much  pleafure  in  the  perufal  of 
Jacob’s  reply  to  Laban’s  accufation.  And  Jacob 
was  wroth,  and  chode  with  Laban  \  and  Jacob  an- 
fwered  and  faid  to  Laban,  What  is  my  trefpafs  ? 
What  is  my  fin,  that  thou  haft  fo  hotly  purfued  after 
me  ?  Whereas  thou  haft  fearched  all  my  fluff,  what 
haft  thou  found  of  all  thy  houfehold  fluff?  Set  it 
here  before  my  brethren,  and  thy  brethren,  that  they 
may  judge  betwixt  us  both.  This  twenty  years  have 
I  been  with  thee  ;  thy  ewes  and  thy  fhe-goats  have 
not  caft  their  young,  and  the  rams  of  thy  flock  have 
I  not  eaten.  That  which  was  torn  of  beafts  I  brought 
not  unto  thee;  I  bare  the  lofs  of  it;  of  my  hand  didft 
thou  require  it,  whether  ftolen  by  day,  or  ftolen  by 

night. 
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night.  Thus  I  was,  in  the  day  the  drought  con* 
fumed  me,  and  the  froft  by  night,  and  my  fieep  de¬ 
parted  from  mine  eyes.  Thus  have  I  been  twenty 
years  in  thy  houfe  ;  I  ferved  thee  fourteen  years  for 
thy  two  daughters,  and  fix  years  for  thy  cattle  ;  and 
thou  haft  changed  my  wages  ten  times.  Except  the 
God  of  my  father,  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the 
fear  of  Ifaac,  had  been  with  me,  furely  thou  hadft 
fent  me  away  now  empty.  God  hath  feen  mine  af¬ 
fliction,  and  the  labour  of  my  hands,  and  rebuked 
thee  yefternight.”*  The  power  of  truth  is  irrefifti- 
bie,  and  even  Laban,  though  with  an  ill  grace,  is 
conftrained  to  yield  to  it ;  and  matters  are  at  length 
amicably  fettled  to  their  mutual  fatisfaciion.  To  pre¬ 
vent  as  much  as  poffible  all  future  ground  of  fear  and 
fufpicion,  a  covenant  of  peace  and  good  will  is  ratified 
between  them*  with  all  the  folemnities  of  a  facrifice, 
an  oath,  a  monumental  pillar,  and  a  feaft  of  love. 
In  the  whole  of  which  tranfa&ion  we  cannot  help  re- 

x 

marking  that  Laban,  the  party  who  had  the  wicked 
intention  and  the  guilty  conscience,  is  the  fir  ft  to 
propofe,  and  the  mroft  eager  to  employ  the  awful 
formalities  of  compacts*  and  promifes,  and  oaths. 
He  knew  that  he  himfelf  needed  to  be  thus  bound, 
and  therefore  judges  it  neceffary  thus  to  bind  the 
other.  Laws  are  made  for  the  violent  and  injurious, 
covenants  for  the  falfe  and  perfidious.  The  light  of 
an  upright  heart  is  its  own  law,  the  conference  of  an 
honeft  man  his  own  faithful  witnefs,  his  own  tre¬ 
mendous  judge.  What  is  the  opinion  of  the  world 
to  confcious  integrity  ?  “  The  confcious  mind  is  its 
own  awful  world.”  Guilt  is  timorous,  jealous  and 
fufpecling  ;  innocence  bold,  believing  and  generous. 
Laban  employs  the  moil  words  ;  Jacob  has  the  purer 
and  more  righteous  intention.  Laban  does  juftice, 
not  from  a  regard  to  duty,  but  through  fear  of  detec¬ 
tion  and  punifhment ;  Jacob  fpeaks  and  practifes  truth 
becaufe  he  loves  it.  The  form  of  religion  is  employed 
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by  Laban  to  perfeft  the  fecurity  which  he  wanted ; 
Jacob  fcruples  not  to  fuperadd  the  form  where  he 
felt  the  force  of  the  obligation.  Laban  fvvears,  that 
he  might  hold  the  other  fall ;  Jacob,  becaufe  he  fears 
an  oath,  and  is  willing  at  once  to  fatisfy  the  other  and 
to  bind  himfelf.  Laban,  an  idolater,  calls  to  witnefs 
the  gods  whom  the  anceftors  of  Abraham  and  Nahor 
ferved  “  beyond  the  flood  Jacob,  a  worfhipper  of 
the  living  and  true  God,  fwears  by  “  the  fear  of  his 
father  Ifaac,”  the  God  who  has  power  to  fave  and  to 

1 

agreement  being  thus  folemnly  ratified,  and 
the  hour  of  feparation  at  length  come,  they  part  with 
mutual  fatisfaftion — Laban,  with  the  felf-gratulation 
of  having  made  a  virtue  of  necefllty  ;  and  Jacob,  well 
pleafed  to  have  efcaped  fo  happily  from  a  danger  fo 
threatening.  Laban  returns  with  his  train  to  Haran, 
and  we  hear  of  him  no  more.  And  little  does  it  fig- 
nify  what  became  of  an  old  miferly  knave  whofe  name 
had  been  better  blotted  out  of  every  record  than 
tranfmitted  to  pofterity  with  fo  many  notes  of  infamy 
upon  it.  Jacob  goes  on  his  way  rejoicing  toward 
Canaan,  beloved  of  God,  and  refpefted  of  men. 

He  has  hardly  bidden  his  father-in-law  farewel, 
when  we  find  the  angels  of  God  prefling  forward 
to  meet  him.*  The  hiftory  of  thefe  fuperior  beings, 
and  of  their  commerce  with  mankind,  is  fo  brief,  fo 
obfcure,  and  fo  figurative,  as  rather  to  excite  curi- 
ofity  than  to  gratify  it.  It  ferves  rather  to  furnilh 
matter  for  fpeculation  than  to  convey  diftin£t,  full  and 
exaft  information.  By  the  angels  of  God  who  are 
faid  to  have  met  Jacob  on  this  occafion,  fome  under- 
ftand  merely  human  mefiengers,  whether  deputed 
from  among  his  own  attendants  te  examine  the  coun¬ 
try  through  which  he  was  to  travel,  or  fome  friendly 
ftrangers  direfted  that  way  of  Providence  to  warn 
him  of  the  approach  of  his  brother  Efau.  But  we 
cannot  materially  err  by  taking  the  words  of  Mofes 
Vol.  II.  H  in 

*  Gen.  xxxii.  1. 
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in  their  literal  acceptation  and  according  to  the  more 
obvious  fenie  which  they  convey.  “  Wherefore  lhould 
it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible,”  that  the  fame  mer¬ 
ciful  God  who  condetcended  to  vifit  Jacob’s  fleep  at 
Bethel  with  a  vilion  of  angels  afcending  and  defend¬ 
ing  from  heaven  to  earth,  to  cheer  and  encourage 
his  folitary  progrefs  to  Haran,  lhould  vouchfafe  to 
blefs  his  waking  thoughts  at  Mahanaim  with  a  vifit  of 
thefe  miniflering  fpirits  in  a  bodily  form,  to  be  the 
image  and  the  affurance  of  the  divine  favour  and 
prote&ion  in  every  hour  of  danger,  in  every  time  of 
need  ?  What  had  that  man  to  fear  from  the  rage  of 
an  incenfed  brother,  though  that  brother  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  an  armed  hoft,  around  whom  “  the  angels 
of  the  Lord  encamped”  in  two  hods  or  bands. 

Whether  the  hiftory  in  this  paffage  is  to  be  under-* 
flood  literally  or  figuratively,  whether  thefe  angels 
were  human  or  fupernatural  beings,  this,  in  either 
view,  well  deferves  remark,  that  Jacob  was  not  induc¬ 
ed,  in  confidence  of  the  vilion,  to  negleft  any  duty 
of  piety  or  of  prudence.  Piety  dilates  the  addrefs 
and  recommendation  of  himfelf  to  the  God  of  angels 
and  of  men,  which  we  read  in  the  opening  of  our  dif- 
courfe  ;  and  in  this  he  chiefly  relied  his  fafety.  And 
prudence  made  fuch  a  wife  arrangement  of  his  affairs, 
as  might  either  gain  a  brother  by  kindnefs,  melt  him 
by  fubmiflion,  or  oppofe  him  with  fuccefs.  The  re¬ 
ligion  which,  aiming  at  things  uncommon,  miracu¬ 
lous  or  preternatural,  negle&s  or  defpifes  the  plain 
traft  of  reafon  and  revelation,  is  dangerous,  and  to  be 
fufpected.  It  miniflers  too  much  to  human  vanity ; 
it  would  eftablilh  a  Itandard  vague,  variable  and  ca¬ 
pricious  as  the  wild  imagination  of  man  ;  and,  making 
every  one  in  matters  of  faith  a  law  unto  himfelf,  would 
depreciate  the  “  fure  word  of  prophecy,”  which  yields 
a  fteady,  uniform,  and  certain  light,  to  illuminate  a 

dark  world.  .  ,  , 

The  difpofition  of  his  company,  which  Jacob  made, 

in  the  view  of  meeting  his  brother  either  as  a  friend 
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or  an  enemy,  difcovers  the  deepeft  wifdom  and  pene¬ 
tration.  Every  thing  that  might  revive  the  memory 
of  their  ancient  grudge  is  artfully  fupprefled.  If 
there  appear  any  oftentation  of  wealth,  it  is  wealth 
devoted  to  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  a  brother.  The 
melTage  which  was  put  into  the  mouths  of  the  fervants 
who  conducted  the  droves  of  cattle,  to  be  fucceffively 
delivered  to  Efau,  is  wonderfully  calculated  to  turn 
away  the  wrath  of  an  angry  man,  “  my  Lord  Efau/' 
“  thy  fervant  Jacob.”  And  the  prefent,  judicioully 
intended  to  difarm  and  mollify  him,  is,  with  equal 
judgment,  exhibited  and  tendered  not  all  at  once,  but 
flowly  and  gradually  j  inlenfibly  to  fteal  upon  his 
heart,  and  imperceptibly  to  lull  all  his  refentments 
alleep.  He  appears  voluntarily  paying  a  tribute  of 
duty  and  afteftion  as  to  his  fovereign,  not  haughtily 
exacting  fubmiffion  and  acknowledgment  as  from  his 
valfal.  Fear  for  his  own  life  had  driven  him,  twenty 
years  ago,  from  the  face  of  Efau,  and  now  that  his 
being  is,  as  it  were,  multiplied  in  the  perfons  of  fo 
many,  dear  to  him  as  his  own  foul,  his  apprehenfion. 
increafes  in  proportion. 

We  cannot  but  obferve,  though  we  need  not  much 
wonder  at,  the  partiality  difcovered  in  fettling  the 
order  of  this  domeftic  proceffion.  The  beloved  wife 
and  her  darling  fon  are  placed  in  the  rear,  fartheft 
from  danger,  if  danger  there  were,  becaufe  firfl  in  the 
attention  and  refpett  of  the  fond  hufband  and  father. 
Unhappy  Jacob  !  'whether  lhall  we  pity  or  blame 
thee  ?  In  this  management,  I  fee  the  dawnings  of  that 
unwife  and  unfortunate  preference,  which  afterwards 
raifed  fuch  a  tempelt  in  the  family,  and  pierced 
through  the  paternal  heart  with  fo  many  forrows. 

The  thirty-fecond  chapter  of  this  facred  book  con¬ 
cludes  with  the  hillory  of  an  event  in  Jacob’s  life,  fo 
.  very  Angular  and  mylterious,  as  to  baffle  interpreta¬ 
tion,  and  defy  criticifm.  I  mean,  his  wreltling  with 
a  perfon  unknown,  in  the  form  of  a  man,  whom  he 
aitei  wards  defcribes  as  God,  and  againlt  whom  he 
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prevailed  in  the  conteft.  If  this  tranfa&ion  is  to  be  un- 
derftood  according  to  the  letter  of  the  narration,  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  feen  meet  to  withhold  the  knowledge 
of  fome  particulars  which  are  neceffary  to  a  clear 
and  diftinft  comprehenfion  of  it  ;  and  the  inquirer 
is  ftopt  fhort,  with  the  reply  of  the  angel  who  wref- 
tled,  to  Jacob’s  requeft,  “  Tell  me  I  pray  thee  thy 
name;”  “  Wherefore  is  it  that,  thou  doll  alk  after 

my  name?”*  _  .  . 

The  figurative  meaning,  and  the  practical  intention 

and  application,  are  more  obvious  :  and  it  is  this  in¬ 
deed  with  which  we  have  chiefly  to  do.  Jacob  was 
that  very  morning  to  meet  Eiau,  his  brother,  who 
was  advancing  toward  him,  at  the  head  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  men.  Uncertain  of  his  difpofition  and  inten¬ 
tions,  confcious  of  having  given  him  much  caufe  of 
offence,  and  apprifed  of  the  menacing  and  refentful 
language  which  he  had  formeily  held  concerning^ 
him,  he  fhudders  to  think  of  the  confequences  of 
this  formidable  rencounter.  And,  having  firft  pour¬ 
ed  out  his  foul  to  God  in  fuch  a  dreadful  emergency, 
and  then  adopted  the  meafures  for  fafety  which  wif- 
dom  and  the  neceffity  of  his  fituation  luggefted,  he 
a o-ain,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  might  have. recourfe 
to  earned  prayer  and  fupplication,  and  co.ntipue  in.it 
durum  a  great  part  of  the  night  and  morning.  This,, 
in  the°  forcible  and  figurative  phrafe  of  oriental  lan- 
™  X  might  be  expreffed  “  by  his  wreftling”  with 
God  “  to  the  dawning  of  the  day  and  is  at  length 
prevailing  fo  far  as  to  obtain  from  God  fome  fenfible 
fign  or  token,  to  affure  him  he  fnould  be  came 
through  this,  as  through  his  other  dangers,  and  dii- 
treffes,  undeftroyed,  unhurt.  .The  fign  given  Turn 
was  calculated  at  once  to  exprefs  approbation  of.  his 
faith  fortitude  and  perfeverance ;  and  to  convince 
him  of  his  inferiority  and  weaknefs.  The  unknown 
v'reftlet  though  feemingly  foiled  in  the  combat,  by  a 

Saple  touch  dillocates  a  joint  in  the  hollow  of  Jacob’s 
*  thigh, 
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thigh,  and  thereby  difables  him  from  continuing  the 
ftruggie.  Might  not  the  wifdom  of  God  be  employ¬ 
ing  fuch  myltical  reprefentation  and  expreffion  to  in- 
ftruft  men  in  the  nature  of  prayer,  and  to  enforce  the 
obligation  of  it  ?  cc  To  the  end  that  we  fhould  pray  al¬ 
ways  and  not  faint.”  Do  we  prevail  in  our  appli¬ 
cations  at  the  throne  of  grace  ?  It  is  becaufe  our 
heavenly  Father  is  difpofed  to  yield,  and  hands  out 
only  to  heighten  our  exertions,  and  call  forth  our  im¬ 
portunity.  Have  we  “  power  with  God,  and  pre¬ 
vail  ?”  Then,  “  what  is  man  who  lhall  die,  and  the 
fon  of  man  who  is  a  worm  ?”  Did  Jacob  fink  and  fail 
in  the  very  moment  of  victory  ?  We  are  juft  what 
God  makes  or  permits  us  to  be. 

Whatever  were  the  real  circumftances  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  fcene,  it  procured  Jacob  a  new  and  an 
honourable  name,  which  obliterated  to  his  pofterity, 
if  not  altogether  to  himfelf,  that  lefs  honourable  ap¬ 
pellation  which  commemorated  a  little,  though  fig- 
nificant  incident  attending  his  birth,  and  which  re¬ 
corded  the  infamy  of  his  unfair  dealings  with  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  brother  ;  Jacob ,  the  fupplanter ,  is  transform¬ 
ed  into  Ifrael ,  a  prince  with  God . 

The  vifion  of  the  Almighty  is  fcarcely  at  an  end, 
when  the  interview  with  Efau  takes  place.  And  we 
are  then  fitted  for  every  fervice,  for  every  trial,  when 
we  have  fettled  matters  with  Heaven.  He,  who  by  a 
touch  disjointed  Jacob’s  thigh,  could  by  a  word  have 
fcattered  Efau’s  hoft.  But  behold  a  greater  miracle ! 
By  a  fimple  act  of  his  fovereign  will,  he  has  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  changed  Efau’s  heart.  They  meet,  they  con- 
verfe,  they  love,  as  brothers  ought  to  do.  And  “  O 
how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell 
together  in  unity  !”  We  apprehended  a  ftrife  of  fierce 
and  angry  looks,  of  reproachful  words,  of  violence 
and  blood.  But  how  joyful  the  difappointment !  Be¬ 
hold  a  contention  of  kindnefs,  a  blefled  conteft  of 
afieftion  ;  the  honeft,  heart-melting  triumph  of  na¬ 
ture,  the  noble  victory  of  goodnefs.  Let  the  proud 

and 
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and  the  refentful  perufe,  with  care,  this  inimitable 
icene  of  tendernefs,  painted  in  colours  fo  bright  and 
fo  touching  by  the  pencil  of  infpiration,*  and  fay, 
whether  it  be  poflible  for  any  gratification  of  revenge, 
any  depreffion  of  a  hated  rival,  any  triumph  of  vio¬ 
lence  and  blood,  to  yield  any  thing  that  deferves  the 
name  of  joy,  compared  with  the  fweet  fatisfadion 
which  mult  have  filled  the  bofoms  of  this  pair  of 
brothers,  burying  animofity  and  difcord  in  mutual 
endearments,  and  expreffions  of  good  will.  Ah,  why 
fhould  fo  many  wretched  brothers  as  there  are  of  us, 
pafs  through  a  world  in  which  there  is  fo  much  una¬ 
voidable  mifery,  eftranged  from  one  another ;  or 
madly,  wantonly,  wickedly  interrupt  and  difturb  each 
other’s  paffage,  by  bitternefs  and  wrath  !  What 
wretched  things  are  wealth,  and  pomp,  and  ftate,  and 
power,  which  will  not  permit  brothers  to  live  togeth¬ 
er  in  love  as  they  might,  and  as,  but  for  one  or  other 
of  thefe  difturbers  of  human  quiet,  they  would  do  ! 

Such  fcenes  as  that  which  now  palfed  between  Ja¬ 
cob  and  Efau  ought  to  have  been  perpetual.  But 
alas  it  cannot  be  !  Efau  mull  return  to  his  poffeffion 
in  Mount  Seir  that  very  day  ;  and  Jacob  purfue  his 
journey  to  Canaan.  The  paternal  roof  mull  no  more 
cover  their  heads  again  at  one  time,  nor  the  affection¬ 
ate  parents  enjoy  the  fupreme  felicity  of  witneffmg 
their  reconciliation,  and  of  ftrengthening  it  by  their 
bleffmg  and  their  prayers.  Let  the  lower  ranks  of 
mankind  rejoice,  that  a  gracious  Providence,  in  with¬ 
holding  from  them  affluence,  and  ftation,  and  diftinc- 
tion,  has  left  them  a  bleffmg  greater  than  all  put  to¬ 
gether,  friendfhip,  and  the  means  of  exercifing  and 
enjoying  it.  Parents,  as  ye  love  your  children,  and 
wifh  to  have  them  near  you,  and  to  blefs  you  with  a 
fight  of  their  health  and  profperity,  be  moderate  in 
your  views  and  efforts  concerning  them.  Prolpects 
of  ambition,  or  of  avarice,  will  of  neceffity  banifh 

them 
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them  from  your  fight,  will  feparate  them  from  each 
other,  will  fcatter  them  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Jacob,  by  flow  movements,  as  the  delicate  condition 
of  part  of  his  retinue  required,  advances  homewards 
in  a  fouth-weft  direction  from  the  ford  of  Penuel,  on 
the  fouth  bank  of  the  Jabbok,  towards  Jordan  ;  and 
arrived  fafe  at  the  ford  of  Succoth.  So  called  from 
the  booths  which  he  erefted  there,  for  a  temporary  re- 
pofe  to  hiinfelf  and  family,  in  the  plains  of  Jordan, 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  Penuel  ;  ten  miles 
fouth  of  the  fea  of  Galilee  ;  and  five  fouth  of  the  Jab¬ 
bok,  where  it  runs  into  Jordan  :  a  city  afterward  af- 
figned  by  lot  to  the  tribe  of  Gad.  After  refting  at 
Succoth  about  a  month,  he  proceeds  to  travel  from 
Jordan  weft  and  by  fouth  about  thirty-five  miles,  and 
arrives,  in  peace  and  fafety,  according  to  the  promife 
and  covenant  of  the  God  of  Bethel,  which  was  ratified 
more  than  twenty  years  before,  at  Shechem,  the  city 
of  Hamor  the  Hivite  ;  of  whom  he  bought  a  field,  in 
the  fame  place  where  Abraham  firft  pitched  his  tent 
upon  coming  into  Canaan.  And  there  Jacob  erected 
an  altar,  and  dedicated  it  by  the  name  of  El-Elohe-lf- 
rael ,  God,  the  God  of  Ifrael.  Now  this  event  happen- 
ed  in  the  year  of  the  world  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  fixty-fix  ;  before  Chrift,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-eight  ;  after  the  flood,  fix  hundred 
and  ten  ;  from  the  peregrination  of  Abraham,  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  ;  before  Jacob’s  defcent  in¬ 
to  Egypt,  thirty-two  ;  before  the  going  out  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael  from  Egypt,  two  hundred  and  forty- 
feven  ;  and  in  the  year  of  Jacob’s  life,  ninety-eight. 
Ifaac,  his  aged  father,  living  then  at  Beer-lheba,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-feven  years  old.  And  this  natural¬ 
ly  furnilhes  another  refting  place  in  the  hiftory  of  our 
patriarch. 

The  next  Le&ure,  if  God  permit,  will  refume  the 
fubjefl:,  and  carry  it  forward  to  a  conclufion.  We  de¬ 
tain  you  only  for  a  moment  or  two,  to  fuggeft  a  few 
thoughts  on  the  ajialogy  of  Jacob  and  Chrift,  from  this 
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portion  of  the  fcripture  hiltory.  How  beautifully 
and  how  exa£Uy  does  the  account  which  Jacob  gives  of 
himfelf  as  a  lhepherd  correfpond  to  the  chara&er  of 
“  the  good  lhepherd  who  giveth  his  life  for  the  fheep  !” 
“  This  twenty  years  have  I  been  with  thee  :  thy  ewes 
and  thy  Ihe-goats  have  not  call  their  young,  and  the 
rams  of  thy  flock  have  I  not  eaten.  That  which  was 
torn  of  beads,  I  brought  not  unto  thee  :  I  bare  the 
lofs  of  it.  Of  my  hand  didft  thou  require  it,  wheth¬ 
er  llolen  by  day,  or  llolen  by  night.  Thus  I  was,  in 
the  day  the  drought  confumed  me,  and  the  frolt  by 
night,  and  my  fleep  departed  from  mine  eyes.”* 
“  And  he  faid  unto  him,  my  lord  knoweth  that  the 
children  are  tender,  and  the  flocks  and  herds  with 
young  are  with  me  :  and  if  men  fhould  over-drive 
them  one  day,  all  the  flock  will  die.  Let  my  lord, 
I  pray  thee,  pafs  over  before  his  fervant  :  and  I  will 
lead  on  foftly,  according  as  the  cattle  that  goeth  be¬ 
fore  me,  and  the  children,  be  able  to  endure  ;  until  I 
come  unto  my  lord  unto  Seir,”t  “  He  Ihall  feed  his 
flock  like  a  lhepherd  :  he  Ihall  gather  the  lambs  with 
his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bofom,  and  Ihall  gently 
lead  thofe  that  are  with  young.”  +  Angels,  thus  min- 
iftering  to  the  heir  of  the  promife,  at  Bethel,  at  Maha- 
naim,  lead  our  thoughts  directly  to  the  annunciation, 
the  nativity,  the  temptation  in  the  wildernefs,  the  agony 
in  the  garden,  the  refurreftion ,  the  afcenfion ,  the  fecond 
corning  of  our  bleffed  Lord.  The  wreftling  at  Peniel, 
is  a  ftrong  figurative  defcription  of  the  powerful  and 
prevalent  interceffion  of  the  Prince  with  God,  Meffiah 
himfelf,  whofe  language  is  not  “  Father  I  befeech 
thee,”  but  “  Father  I  will.”  Jacob’s  fafe  and  happy 
return  to  Canaan,  and  to  his  father’s  houle,  every  en¬ 
emy  being  fubdued  either  by  fear  or  by  love,  accom¬ 
panied  with  two  bands  of  fons  and  daughters,  where¬ 
with  God  had  enriched  him  in  the  land  where  he  was 
a  ftranger,  and  where  he  had  been  humbled,  and  op- 

preffed, — prefigures,  as  has  been  fuggefted  in  a  form- 
r  er 
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er  difcourft,  the  triumphant  return  of  the  great  Cap¬ 
tain-  of  falvation,  to  his  father's  houfe  above,  loaded 
with  the  ipoils  of  principalities  and  powers  :  the  pow¬ 
er  of  hell  vanquilhed  by  force,  an  elefl:  world  redeemed 
and  refcued  by  love..  u  His  right  hand  and  his  holy 
arm  hath  gotten  him  the  vi&ory  “  he  fhall  reign 
till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet,”  “  fing 
praifes  to  his  name,  fing  praife,”  **  Thou  haft  afcend- 
ed  on  high,  thou  haft  led  captivity  captive,  thou  haft 
received  gifts  for  men  :  yea,  for  the  rebellious  aifo, 
that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them.”* 
“  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our 
fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
priefts  unto  God  and  his  Father  :  to  him  be  glory 
and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.”f  Amen. 

*  PfaL  Ixviii.  8.  -j*  Rev.  i.  5,  6. 
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And  Jacob  their  father  faid  unto  them ,  Me  have  ye  be¬ 
reaved  of  my  children  ;  Jofeph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not , 
and  ye  will  take  Benjamin  away :  all  thefe  things  are 
againfl  me.  And  Reuben  fpake  unto  his  father,  faying. 
Slay  my  two  fons,  if  I  bring  him  not  to  thee  :  deliver  him 
into  my  hand,  and  I  will  bring  him  to  thee  again.  And 
he  faid.  My  fon  fhall  not  go  down  with  you  ;  for  his 
brother  is  dead,  and  he  is  left  alone :  if  mif chief  befal 
him  by  the  way  in  the  which  ye  go,  then  Jhall  ye  bring 
down  my  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to  the  grave. 

It  is  a  pleafmg  and  an  ufeful  employment  to  trace 
important  events  up  to  their  fources  to  mark  the 
Gradual  progrefs  of  human  affairs  ;  to  obierve  the 
fame  perfons  at  different  periods  of  their  exiftence,  and 
in  different  fituations ;  to  difcover  on  what  delicate 
hinges  their  fortunes  have  turned  ;  and  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  wifdom,  power  and  goodnefs  of  Divine 
Providence,  in  producing  the  greatefl  effeds  from 
the  flighted;  and  moil  unlikely  caufes.  1  nereis  no 
oreater  error  in  condud,  than  to  reckon  certain  ac¬ 
tions  relating  to  morals,  trifling  and  infigmncant. 
When  revolutions  in  private  families,  and  in  empires, 
are  purfued  up  to  the  fprings  front  whence  they  flow, 
thev  are  often  found  to  commence  in  fome  little  error, 
inadvertency,  or  folly,  which,  at  the  time,  might 
have  been  defpifed  or  negleded.  Juft  as  mighty  nv- 
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ers  begin  their  courfe  in  fome  paltry  obfcure  dream, 
which  the  peafant  could  dry  up  with  the  hole  of  his 
foot.  The  pad  is  infinitely  Ids  perfpicuous  to  the 
eye  of  human  underdanding,  than  the  future  is  to 
divine  intelligence.  God  “  feeth  the  end  from  the 
beginning,  faying,  My  counfel  fhall  Hand,  and  I  will 
fulfil  all  my  pleafure.”  The  periods  which  make  the 
mod  brilliant  figure  in  the  page  of  hidory,  were  pe¬ 
riods  of  anxiety  and  trouble  to  the  men  and  the  na¬ 
tions  who  then  figured  on  the  fcene.  A  life  of  ma¬ 
ny  incidents  is  a  life  of  much  didrefs.  When  the 
writer  has  got  a  great  deal  to  relate,  the  perfon  whofe 
life  is  recorded  has  had  a  great  deal  to  fuffer. 

Much  more  is  written  of  Jacob  than  of  any  other 
of  the  patriarchs.  Alas  !  it  is  only  faying  that  his 
miferies  were  much  more  numerous  and  fevere.  In 
a  life  fhorter  than  his  father’s  by  thirty-three  years, 
calamity  fo  crouded  upon  calamity,  that  it  feems  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  utmod  dretch  of  even  antediluvian 
longevity.  What  hour  of  his  mature  age  is  free  from 
pain  and  forrow  ?  Not  one !  In  what  region  does  he 
find  repofe  ?  No  where.  Canaan,  Haran,  Egypt,  are 
to  him  almod  equally  inclement.  As  a  fon,  a  lervant, 
an  hufband,  a  father ;  in  youth,  in  manhood,  in  old 
age;  he  is  unremittingly  afflicted.  And  no  fooner  is  one 
difficulty  furmounted,  one  woe  pad,  than  another  and 
a  greater  overtakes  him.  Formerly  he  had  youthful 
blood  and  fpirits  to  encounter  and  to  endure  the  ills 
of  life.  Hope  dill  cheered  the  heart,  and  fcattered  the 
cloud.  But  now,  behold  the  hoary  head  finking  with 
forrow  to  the  grave  ;  the  fpirit  oppreffed,  overwhelm¬ 
ed,  with  a  fea  of  trouble.  Keen  recolleftion  fummons 
up  the  ghods  of  former  affliftions,  and  pad  joys  re¬ 
cur,  only  to  remind  him  that  they  are  gone  forever ; 
and  black  defpair  obfcures,  excludes  the  profped  of 
good  to  come.  What  heart  is  not  wrung,  at  hear¬ 
ing  a  poor  old  man  clofing  the  bitter  recapitulation 
of  his  misfortunes,  in  the  words  I  have  read,  “  All, 
all  thefe  things  are  againd  me  ?” 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps  the  life  of  no  other  man  affords  a  like  in- 
ftance  of  accumulated  diflrefs.  The  mourrful  detail 
of  this  evening  will  prefent,  colle&cd  within  the  com- 
pafs  of  not  many  months,  a  feries  of  the  heavieft  af¬ 
flictions  that  ever  man  endured ;  and  all  fpringing  up 
out  of  objects,  in  which  the  heart  naturally  feeks  and 
experts  to  find  delight.  An  only  daughter  difhon- 
oured — his  eldefl  hope  ftained  with  inceft — Simeon 
and  Levi  polluted  with  innocent  blood— Judah  joined 
in  marriage  to  a  woman  of  Canaan,  and  a  father  by 
his  own  daughter-in-law— Jofeph  torn  in  pieces  by 
wild  beads — his  beloved  Rachel  loft  in  childbirth — 
his  venerable  father  removed  from  him  in  the  courfe 
of  nature — 'the  miferable  wreck  and  remains  of  his 
family  ready  to  perifti  with  famine — Simeon  a  prifon- 
er  in  Egypt, — and  Benjamin,  the  only  remaining 
pledge  of  his  Rachel’s  love,  demanded  and  forced  to 
be  given  up.  What  forrow  vyas  ever  like  this  for-? 
row  ?  “  This  is  the  man  who  hath  feen  affli&ion  by 
the  rod  of  his  wrath.”  And  does  all  a  partial  moth¬ 
er’s  fondnefs  ;  do  all  a  father’s  bleffings,  wilhes  and 
prayers  ;  do  all  the  promifes  and  prediftions  of 
Heaven  iflfue  in  this  ?  “  If  in  this  life  only  there  were 
hope,”  who  fo  miferable  as  God’s  deareft  children  ? 
Whofe  lot  is  fo  much  to  be  deplored  as  that  of  the 
fon  of  Ifaac  ? 

Jacob,  after  an  abfence  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
has  returned  to  the  land  of  his  nativity.  A  guardian 
Providence  has  protected  and  delivered  him  from  his 
avowed  enemies,  from  Laban,  and  from  Elau  ;  but 
the  moft  dangerous  enemies  of  his  repofe  are  ftill 
nearer  to  him,  they  “  are  thofe  of  his  own  houfe.” 
He  has  purchafed  an  eftate,  he  has  fpread  his  tent,  he 
has  erecied  his  altar  ;  “  his  mountain  ftands  ftrong, 
what  can  move  him  ?  From  what  flight  beginnings  do 
great  events  arife  !  Dinah,  the  daughter  of  Jacob, 
prompted  by  female  vanity,  curiofity,  or  fame  other 
motive  equally  deferving  blame,  ventures,  unattended, 
beyond  the  verge  of  the  paternal  fuperintendence  and 
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protection,  and  falls  into  danger  and  fhame.  She 
went  out,  fays  the  fcripture,  “  to  fee  the  daughters  of 
the  land.”  Jofephus  affirms,  that  fhe  was  attracted  by 
the  celebration  of  a  great  public  feftival,  according  to 
the  manners  of  the  country.  Her  youth,  innocence 
and  inexperience  infpire  confidence  ;  novelty  awak¬ 
ens  curiofity  ;  beauty  tempts,  opportunity  favours, 
and  virtue  is  loft.  From  the  firft  tranfgreffion,  down 
to  this  day,  female  difgrace  and  ruin  have  begun  in 
the  gratification  of  an  immoderate  defire  to  fee,  and 
to  know,  fome  new  thing  ;  from  an  inclination  to  ex¬ 
hibit  themfelves,  and  to  obferve  others.  One  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ilrael  is  much  more  likely  to  be  corrupted  by 
communication  with  many  daughters  of  Canaan, 
than  they  are  to  be  improved  by  the  converfation  of 
that  one.  There  is  much  wifdom,  my  fair  friends,  in 
keeping  far,  very  far  within  your  bounds.  There  is 
danger,  great  danger,  in  advancing  to  the  utmoft  lim¬ 
it  of  liberty  and  virtue.  For,  the  extreme  boundary 
of  virtue  is  alfo  the  extreme  boundary  of  vice  ;  and 
ffie  who  goes  every  length  fhe  lawfully  may,  is  but 
half  a  ftep  from  going  farther  than  fhe  ought,  or  per¬ 
haps  than  fhe  intended. 

Defire  is  commonly  extinguifhed  by  gratification  ; 
but  it  is  alfo  fometimes  inflamed  by  it.  And  fo  it  was 
with  Shechem.  The  firft  diforder  of  his  paffion  and 
its  effe&s,  are  not  more  to  his  fhame,  than  the  repar¬ 
ation  which  he  intended  and  attempted,  is  to  his  hon¬ 
our.  Indeed,  if  we  except  the  leading  ftep  in  this 
tranfaction,  the  whole  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
young  prince  is  noble  and  generous  to  a  high  degree  ; 
and  loudly  reproves  and  ftrikingly  expofes  the  cool, 
the  cruel,  the  remorfelefs  feducers  of  a  Chriftian  age, 
and  of  a  civilized  country. 

The  unhappy  father  receives  the  news  of  his  daugh¬ 
ter’s  difhonour  with  filent  forrow.  And  how  often 
does  he  wifh  in  the  fequel,  that  he  had  forever  buried 
his  grief  in  his  own  heart  ?  Hamor  readily  adopts  the 
views  of  his  ion,  difdains  not  the  alliance  of  a  fhep- 
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herd,  courts  Dinah,  though  humbled,  with  all  the 
relpeft  due  to  a  princefs,  and  all  the  munificence  be¬ 
coming  one  who  v/as  himfelf  a  fovereign.  Thofe  who 
are  fathers,  who  have  daughters  for  whom  they  feel, 
or  for  whom  they  fear,  will  judge  of  Jacob’s  fatisfac- 
tion  at  this  propofal.  To  have  the  wound  which  had 
been  made  in  the  fond  paternal  heart,  inftantly  clofed 
up  ;  the  ftain  caft  upon  his  name,  wiped  clean  away  \ 
his  darling  child’s  peace  and  reputation  reftored  ;  an 
honourable  alliance  formed  with  a  wealthy,  virtuous 
and  generous  prince  ;  a  whole  people  profelyted  from 
idols  to  the  God  of  IfraeL  How  many  fources  of 
exquifite  Satisfaction  !  Is  the  black  cloud  over  Jacob’s 
head  going  for  once  to  defcend  in  refrefhing  drops,  is 
it  going  for  once  to  bur  ft,  and  difperfe  itfelf  into 
calmnefs  and  ferenity  ?  Alas,  alas !  the  tempeft  is 
only  gathering  thicker  around  him  ;  and  dreadful 
mult  the  difcharge  of  it  be.  I  Shudder  as  I  proceed. 

Simeon  and  Levi,  two  brothers  german  of  Dinah, 
and  who,  on  that  account,  think  themfelves  peculiar¬ 
ly  concerned  in  the  vindication  of  their  filter’s  hon¬ 
our,  affeft  to  receive  Shechem’s  overtures  with  com¬ 
placency.  They  have  no  fcruples  but  what  arife  from 
religion.  Let  thefe  be  removed,  and  the  way  is  clear¬ 
ed  at  once.  Deep,  defigning,  diffembling  villains  ! 
The  ordinance  of  God  is  in  their  mouths,  the  malice 
of  the  devil  lies  brooding  in  their  hearts.  They  rec¬ 
ommend  a  facrament,  and  they  are  preparing  a  facri- 
fice,  a  horrid  human  facriftce,  of  many  viftims. 

There  is  not  a  more  Singular  fa£t  in  all  hiftory, 
than  the  ready  compliance  of  the  wThole  inhabitants  of 
Shechem  with  the  propofal  of  changing  their  religion, 
and  of  receiving,  at  fo  late  a  period  in  life,  the  pain¬ 
ful  fign  of  circumcifion.  Great  muft  have  been  the 
*  authority  which  Hamor  had  over  them,  or  great  the 
affeftion  which  they  bore  him.  Unhappy  man !  he 
praftifed  a  little  deceit  in  ftating  the  cafe  to  his  peo¬ 
ple,  but  was  himfelf  much  more  grofsly  deceived. 
And  I  greatly  queftion  whether  he  had  prevailed,  had 
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not  the  temptation  of  Jacob’s  cattle  and  other  fub- 
ftance,  been  held  out  as  a  motive  to  obtain  their  con- 
fent.  Comply  however  they  did, — and  it  proved  fa¬ 
tal  to  them.  For  on  the  third  day,  the  two  fons  of 
Jacob  already  mentioned,  attended  probably  by  a 
band  of  their  friends  and  fervants,  rufhed  upon  them, 
and  put  them  all  to  the  fword.  “  Curfed  be  their  an¬ 
ger,  for  it  was  fierce  ;  and  their  wrath,  for  it  was 
cruel :  I  will  divide  them  in  Jacob,  and  fcatter  them 
in  Ifrael.”*  We  no  where  meet  with  an  inftance  of 
more  favage,  indifcriminating  barbarity.  For  the  of¬ 
fence  of  one,  a  whole  nation  is  mercilefsly  cut  off,  and 
rapine  clofes  the  fcene  of  blood.  For  they  plundered 
the  city,  and  carried  off  the  wretched  women  captive 
whofe  hufbands  they  had  murdered.  Horrid,  infer¬ 
nal  paffion  !  And  how  was  Dinah’s  honour  repaired 
by  this  ?  And  thefe  fimple,  eafy,  believing  men,  thefe 
harmlefs,  unoffending  women,  what  had  they  done  ? 
Daughters  of  Canaan,  dearly  have  ye  bought  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  a  vifit  from  Jacob’s  daughter.  Idle  and  un¬ 
hallowed  was  the  opening  of  the  fcene,  and  dreadful 
has  the  conclufion  been.  I  fhould  not  have  been  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  of  a  confederacy  among  all  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  flates,  to  exterminate  fuch  a  band  of  robbers 
and  murderers  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  Jacob  is 
juftly  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfion  of  this,  and, 
warned  of  God,  removes  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Shechem  to  Bethel ;  a  fpot  that  brought  to  his  recol¬ 
lection,  calmer,  happier  days — when  he  was  flying 
indeed  from  his  country,  without  wealth,  without  a 
friend  ;  but  free  alfo  from  the  anxiety,  vexation  and 
care,  which  an  increafed  family  and  abounding  wealth 
have  brought  upon  him.  How  much  better  is  it  to 
go  childlefs,  than  have  children  to  be  the  grief  and 
plague  of  a  man’s  heart  ? 

Being  arrived  at  Bethel,  where  he  had  been  bleffed 
with  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty  on  his  way  to  Padan- 
aram,  he  deems  it  a  proper  time  and  place  to  purge 
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his  family  of  every  veftige  of  idolatry.  It  is  no 
eafy  matter  to  live  in  an  idolatrous,  or  irreligious 
country,  without  lofmg  a  fenfe  ol  religion,  or  acquir¬ 
ing  a  wrong  one.  This  is  one  of  the  great  evils 
which  attend  travelling  into  diftant  lands.  Our 
young  men  who  refide  long  abroad,  whatever  elfe 
they  bring  back  to  their  native  country,  generally  drop 
by  the  way  the  pious  principles  which  were  inftilled 
into  them  in  their  youth.  Some  very  nearly  related 
to  Jacob,  I  am  afraid,  had  a  violent  hankering  after 
the  gods  beyond  the  flood.  Why  elfe  did  Rachel 
Real  away  the  images  which  were  her  father’s  ?  How¬ 
ever  that  may  be,  Jacob  now  difpofes  of  them  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  buries  every  Hired  that  could 
minifter  to  idolatry,  under  the  oak  that  was  by  She- 
chem.  The  condudf  of  Jacob  s  fons  had,  of  neceflity, 
awakened  a  hoftile  fpirit  in  the  country  againft  him, 
which,  had  it  not  been  providentially  reftrained,  mull 
have  proved  fatal  to  him.  But  “  the  terror  of  God 
was  upon  the  cities  that  were  round  about  them,  and 
they  did  not  purfue  after  the  fons  of  Jacob.”* 

About  this  time,  a  breach  was  made  in  the  family 
by  the  death  of  Deborah,  Rebekah’s  nurfe ;  the 
threatening  and  forerunner  of  a  much  heavier  flioke. 
For,  juft  after  they  had  left  Bethel,  as  he  was  on  his 
way  finally  to  join  his  father  with  all  his  family,  with 
a  heart  exulting,  no  doubt,  in  the  profpedt  of  prefent- 
in<T  to  his  venerable  parents  the  wives,  and  children 
which  God  had  given  him  ;  Rachel,  his  much-loved 
Rachel,  is  fuddenly  taken  in  labour  by  the  way  fide, 
and  dies,  after  bearing  another  fon.  Unhappy  wo¬ 
man !  She  falls  a  vidim  to  what  flic  had .  coveted  io 
earneftly.  “  Give  me  children,  elfe  I  die,  in  her 
hafte,  in  the  bitternefs  of  her  heart,  fhe  exclaimed. 
She  obtains  her  wiflr,  and  it  proves  fatal  to  her.  God, 
a  righteous  God,  gives  her  children,  and  Ihe  dies. 
Refentment  at  her  vehemence  and  impatience  is  loft 
in  forrow  for  her  lofs. 
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The  hiftory  does  not  expand  itfelf  here,  but  fimply 
relates  the  fa£t.  Some  caufes  are  injured,  not  affifted, 
by  a  multiplicity  of  words.  The  feelings  of  the  pa¬ 
triarch  on  this  occafion  are  rather  to  be  conceived 
than  defcribed.  Rachel  early,  constantly,  tenderly 
loved  ;  earned  with  long  and  fevere  Servitude  ;  en¬ 
deared  by  knowledge  and  habit,  and  rendered  more 
important  and  valuable  by  fruitfulnefs,  could  not  be 
loft  without  pain.  It  was  natural  for  the  dying  moth¬ 
er  to  think  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  her  mortal 
anguifh,  by  giving  the  fon  whom  fhe  brought  into 
life  at  the  expenfe  of  her  own,  the  name  of  Ben-oniy 
“  the  fon  of  my  Sorrow.”  It  was  wife  and  pious  in 
the  Surviving  father,  to  preferve  rather  the  memory 
of  the  benefit  received,  than  of  the  lofs  fufiained  ;  and 
by  the  name  of  Benjamin ,  cc  the  fon  of  my  right  hand,5* 
to  mark  and  record  SubmifTion  to,  and  truft  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  rather  than  Seek  to  perpetuate  his  grief,  by 
retaining  the  fnaternal  appellation,  which  feemed  to 
murmur  at  and  to  reflect  upon  the  difpenfations  of  the 
Almighty*  Dying  in  childbirth,  it  was  found  necef- 
fary  to  bury  her  with  greater  expedition  than  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  corpfe  to  the  cave  of  Machpelah  permit¬ 
ted  ;  though  there  the  precious  duft  of  Sarah  and  of 
Abraham  repofed.  And,  as  it  is  happily  ordered  by 
nature,  Jacob  amufes,  foothes  and  Spends  his  grief, 
which  might  otherwife  have  opprefSed  and  fpent  him, 
in  erecting  a  monument  to  Rachel’s  memory.  Thus, 
what  the  heart  in  the  ftrft  paroxyfms  of  its  anguifh, 
intends  as  the  means  of  rendering  grief  lafting  or  con* 
tinual,  gradually,  imperceptibly,  and  molt  gracioufly 
extinguifhes  it  altogether. 

While  this  wound  was  Still  bleeding*  the  patriarch’s  , 
heart  is  pierced  through  with  another  ftroke,  if  not 
fo  acute,  perhaps  more  overwhelming.  Reuben,  his 
eldeft  hope,  railed  and  diftinguifhed  by  Providence^, 
placed  in  the  foremoft  rank  among  many  brethren, 
degrades  and  diflionours  himfelf  by  the  commifiion  of 
a  crime  which  modeffy  blufhes  to  think  of,  and  fuch 
Vol.  II.  *  I 
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as  is  not  fo  much  as  named  among  the  Gentiles 
a  crime,  which  blended  the  guilt  and  lhame  of  anoth¬ 
er  with  his  own  ;  which  could  not  make  the  ufual 
apologies  of  furprife,  temptation  or  paffion  for  itfelf. 
But  let  us  haften  from  it.  We  can  fit  and  weep  a 
while  upon  the  grave  of  Rachel ;  but  from  the  in- 
ceftuous  couch  of  Rueben,  imagination  flies  away  with 
horror  and  difguft.  What  a  dreadfully  licentious, 
irregular  and  diforderly  family,  is  the  family  of  pious 
Jacob  !  Each  of  his  fons  is  worfe  and  more  wicked 
than  another.  Accurfed  Laban,  I  fee  thy  infernal 
avarice  at  the  bottom  of  all  this  diforder  and  wicked- 
nefs  !  It  was  that  which  firft  introduced  a  multiplicity 
of  wives  into  Jacob’s  bofom.  It  was  that  which  cre¬ 
ated  and  kept  up  jarring  interefls  in  his  family  ;  and 
gave  birth  to  thofe  unhallowed,  difgraceful,  head- 
ftrong  paffions,  which  difturbed  his  peace,  pierced  his 
heart,  and  difhonoured  his  name. 

An  affliftion  more  in  the  order  of  nature,  and 
whofe  certain  and  gradual  approach  mu  ft  have  pre¬ 
pared  the  heart  to  meet  it,  at  length  overtakes  him. 
After  an  abfence  of  more  than  twenty  years,  he  re¬ 
joins  his  aged  father,  now  in  his  one  hundred  and 
fixty-third  year,  at  Arbah,  afterwards  called  Hebron, 
«  the  city  where  Abraham  and  Ifaac  fojourned.”  It 
does  not  appear  whether  Rebekah  yet  lived,  or  not. 
If  fhe  did,  what  muft  have  been  her  feelings  at  embrac¬ 
ing  her  long-loft,  darling  fon  ;  and  at  finding  him 
fo  abundantly  increafed  in  children  and  in  wealth  ? 
Pure  and  perfeft  is  the  delight  of  a  grandmother,  as 
fhe  carefles  the  young  ones  of  ci  beloved  child,  the 
heirs  and  reprefentatives  of  the  hufband  of  her  youth, 
the  fupporters  of  his  name,  profpeCts  and  dignity. 

In  prefenting  his  family  to  his  fatnei,  Jacob  muft 
have  been  agitated  by  various  and  mixed  emotions. 
It  was  natural  for  the  old  man  to  inquire  minutely 
into  the  events  of  his  fon’s  life,  during  the  tedious 
years  of  their  feparation  ;  into  the  character  and  qual- 
it nf  his  grandchildren:  into  the  ftate  of  Jacob’s 


The  anfwer  to  thefe  parental  inquiries  mult  of  necef-  || 

fity  have  awaked  in  the  bofbm  of  the  wretched  fuffer-  ^ : 

*  er  ten  thoufand  melancholy  and  painful  fenfations  f  || 

and  torn  open  afrefli  thofe  wounds  which  the  lenient  if  • 

hand  of  time  had  begun  to  clofe  up.  I  he  hardfhips 

fpvpritv.  rhiirhfhnefv 
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the  fovereign  balm  to  the  aching  heart  of  a  fon,  who 
nad  been  a  ftill  greater  fufferer  than  himfelf. 

But  the  calamities  of  neither  the  father  nor  the  fon 
are  as  yet^  come  to  a  period  ;  and  they  have  ftill  to 
interchange  forrows  for  a  lofs  more  bitter  end  op- 
preffive  than  any  which  they  have  yet  endured.  For, 
in  little  more  than  fix  years  from  their  re-union  ; 
while  Ifaac,  now  one  hundred  and  feventy  years  old, 
was  patiently  looking-  for  his  difmiffion  from  this 
fcene  of  trouble,  and  preparing  to  enter  the  harbour 
or  eternal  reft — he  is  driven  back  upon  the  tempeftu- 
ous  ocean,  and  doomed  to  toil  and  grieve  ten  years 
more  of  a  weary  life,  deploring  an  affliction  which 
admitted  of  no  confolation,  and  which  at  length 
brought  his  white  head  with  forrow  to  the  grave. 
At  this  period  it  was,  that  jofeph,  beautiful  and 
young,  Jofeph,  the  delight  of  God  and  man,  Jofeph, 
the  memorial  of  Rachel,  the  pride  of  Jacob,  the  prop 
of  Lfaac’s  old  age,  difappeared,  and  was  heard  of  no 
more,  till  many  years  after  his  venerable  grandfire 
flept  in  the  duft. 

Jacob,  finking  himfelf  into  the  duft,  under  the 
preffure  of  a  burthen  which  nature  was  unable  to 
fuftain,  is  at  length  called  to  perform  the  laft  fad 
office  of  filial  affeftion,  and  to  lay  his  hand  upon  the 
already  extinguifhed  orbs  of  his  honoured  father  ; 
willing,  and  longing,  I  am  perfuaded,  to  have  de¬ 
fended  W7ith  him  into  the  grave.  But  not  the  leaffc 
eventful  part  of  his  hiftory  is  yet  to  come.  It  will 
henceforward  be  blended  with  that  of  Jofeph,  which 
now  folicits  our  attention.  O  could  we  but  xbring  to 
the  ftudy  and  difplay  of  it,  a  final!  portion  of  that 
native  fimplicity,  that  divine  eloquence,  that  celeflial 
energy*  which  glow  and  fhine  upon  the  page  of  infpi- 
ration  !  with  what  delight  and  fuccefs  ffiould  we 
then  fpeak,  and  with  what  pleafure  and  profit  ffiould 
ye  then  lend  a  liftening  ear  !  * 

The  ftory  of  Jacob,  as  it  proceeds,  teaches  many 
ufeful  leffons  for  the  conduct  of  life  ;  and  opens  many 

fources 
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fources  of  religious  inftru&ion.  Who  would  nof 
rather  be  honeft,  unfufpe&ing,  believing  Jacob,  than 
dark,  defigning,  felfilh  Laban  ?  And  yet,  who  does 
not  fee  the  necefiity  of  blending  the  wifdom  of  the 
ferpent,  with  the  harmleffnefs  of  the  dove  ?  We 
mourn  to  think  on  the  prevalence  of  thofe  fiery  and 
ungovernable  paffions  which  feparate,  and  fcatter, 
and  alienate  thofe  whom  God  and  nature  defigned 
to  live  together,  and  to  love  one  another ;  and  which 
robs  human  life  of  many  inftances  of  felicity  which 
might  have  been  in  it.  .Why  fhould  Ifaac  and  Jacob 
have  lived  twenty  years  afunder,  to  their  mutual  dif- 
comfort  and  diftrefs  ?  The  vile  fpirit  of  this  evil  world 
arofe ;  the  fpirit  of  pride,  emulation,  ambition,  ava¬ 
rice,  fear,  revenge,  drove  Jacob  into  a  miferable  ex¬ 
ile  ;  and  left  his  father  a  forlorn,  forfaken,  anxious,, 
blind  old  mam  Happy  that  poverty,  which  permits 
the  parent  and  his  child  to  cherifh  each  other,  till 
the  cold  hand  of  death  chill  the  heart.  Happy  the 
obfcurity  which  excludes  envy  ;  and  forces  not  a 
man  to  be  an  enemy  to  his  own  brother ! 

We  have  feen  in  the  patriarch,  a  man  like  our- 
felves,  “  bruifed  and  put  to  grief the  image  of 
“  one  greater  man,”  “  a  man  of  forrows  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  grief,”  whofe  woes  commenced  in  the 
?nanger ,  and  ceafed  not  till  they  were  lulled  to  reft 
in  the  tomb .  1  he  Son  of  Man”  who  “  came  not  to 
be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  minifter.”  “  The  heir 
of  all  things”  who  emptied  himfelf,  and  voluntarily 
affumed  “  the  form  of  a  fervant.”  «  And  they  gave 
unto  Jacob  all  the  ft  range  gods  which  were  in  their 
hand,  and  all  their  earrings  which  were  in  their  ears  ; 
and  Jacob  hid  them  under  the  oak  which  was  by 
Shechem.”*  “  And  Jefus  went  up  to  Je rufalem,  and 
found  in  the  temple  thofe  that  fold  oxen,  and  iheepv 
and  doves,  and  the  changers  of  money,  fitting.  And 
^  hen  he  had  made  a  fcourge  of  frnall  cords,  he  drove 

them 
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them  all  out  of  the  temple,  and  the  fhecp,  and  the  oxen, 
and  poured  out  the  changer’s  money,  and  overthrew 
the  tables :  and  faid  unto  them  that  fold  doves,  Take 
thefe  things  hence,  make  not  my  Father’s  houfe  an 
houfe  of  merchandife.”f  Jacob  prefented  to  his  father 
a  numerous  and  thriving  offspring;  but  many  of 
them  children  perverfe  and  corrupted,  their  father’s 
fhame  and  forrow.  But  when  our  fpiritual  Head 
fhall  prefent  his  redeemed  to  “  his  Father  and  our 
Father,  to  his  God  and  our  God,”  faying,  “  Here  am 
I,  and  the  children  thou  haft  given  me,”  the  parental 
eye  fhall  difcern  in  them  “  neither  fpot,  nor  wrinkle, 
nor  any  fuch  thing.”  Our  Father  in  heaven  ever 
lives,  “  exalted  that  he  may  fhew  mercy our  “  Re¬ 
deemer  liveth,”  “  he  is  rifen  again,  he  is  even  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  he  alfo  rnaketh  interceffion  for 
'US, 

fjohnii.  13 — 16.  . 
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Now  Ifrael  loved  Jofeph  more  than  all  his  children ,  be- 
caufe  he  was  the  fon  of  his  old  age  :  and  he  made  him 
a  coat  of  many  colours .  And  when  his  brethren  faw 
that  their  father  loved  him  more  than  all  his  brethren , 
they  hated  him ,  and  could  not  fpeak  peaceably  unto  him . 

The  hiftory  of  mankind  exhibits  an  unceafing  con¬ 
tention  between  the  folly  and  wickednefs  of  man,  and 
the  wifdom  and  goodneis  of  God.  Men  are  continu¬ 
ally  flriving  to  outdo,  to  mortify,  and  to  hurt  one  an¬ 
other  ;  but  a  gracious  Providence,  by  oppofxng  fpirit 
to  fpirit,  intereft  to  intereft,  force  to  force,  preferves 
the  balance,  and  fupports  the  fabric.  His  fovereign 
power  and  matchlefs  Ikill,  produce  exquifite  harmony 
from  the  confufed,  the  contending,  the  difcordant 
tones  of  human  paffions.  He  controls  and  fubdues  a 
diverfity,  which  threatened  diforder,  feparation  and 
deftrudtion,  into  a  variety  which  pleafes,  which  unites, 
which  cements  and  preferves  mankind.  And  a  more 
confolatory,  a  more  compofmg,  a  more  fatisfying  view 
of  the  divine  Providence  we  cannot  indulge  ourfelves 
in,  than  this  merciful  fuperintendence  which  it  conde- 
fcends  to  take  of  the  affairs  of  men,  and  of  every 
thing  that  affefts  their  virtue  or  their  happinefs.  The 
diforders  which  prevail  in  the  natural  world,  under 
the  fubduing  hand  of  Heaven,  range  themfelves  into 
order  and  peace.  The  convulfions  which  fliake  and 
diilurb  the  moral  world,  directed,  checked  and  coun¬ 
terbalanced 
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terbalanced  by  a  power  much  mightier  than  them- 
felves,  fublide  into  tranquillity,  through  the  very  agir 
tation  and  violence  they  had  acquired.  44  Surely,  O 
Lord,  the  wrath  of  man  fhall  praife  thee,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  wrath  thou  {halt  reftrain.”  When  the  tu¬ 
mult  is  over,  and  the  noife  ceafes,  religion  rears  up 
her  head,  and  fays,  in  the  words  of  jofeph  to  his 
brethren,  44  but  as  for  you,  ye  thought  evil  againft  me, 
but  God  meant  it  unto  good,  to  bring  to  pafs,  as  it  is 
this  day,  to  fave  much  people  alive. s*f 

We  are  now  come  to  a  pafl'age  of  the  facred  hiftory 
of  uncommon  beauty  and  importance.  Whether  we 
confider  the  fimplicity  and  grace  of  the  narration,  the 
affecting  circumftances  of  the  ftory,  the  interefting 
and  inftru&ive  views  of  the  human  heart  which  it  un¬ 
folds,  the  many  plain  and  ufeful  leffons  which  it 
teaches  ;  and  the  mighty  confequences,  both  near  and 
remote,  which  refulted  to  the  family  of  Jacob,  to  the 
Egyptian  monarchy,  and  to  the  human  race,  from  in¬ 
cidents,  at  firft  infignificant  and  feemingly  contempti¬ 
ble,  but  gradually  fwelling  into  magnitude,  embracing 
circle  after  circle,  extending  from  period  to  period, 
till  at  length  all  time  and  fpace  are  occupied  by  them. 

Ifaac  was  now  as  good  as  dead  calmly  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  his  latter  end  ;  alive  only  to  fentiments  of 
piety  and  of  pain.  And  Jacob  was,  through  much 
difficulty  and  diftrefs,  at  laft  fettled  in  the  land  where¬ 
in  his  father  was  a  ftranger  )  increafed  in  wealth,  rich 
in  children,  rich  in  piety,  but  advanced  in  years,  and 
loaded  with  affliction.  Jacob’s  family,  the  fait  of  the 
earth,  was  itfelf  in  a  very  putrid  and  corrupted  flate  ; 
and  the  heads  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael  were  them- 
felves  very  bad  men.  The  unhappy  father  endeav¬ 
ours  to  ioothe  the  anguifli  arifing  from  the  ill  behav¬ 
iour  of  his  grown-up  fons,  by  the  pleafing  profpe&s 
which  the  more  amiable  qualities  of  his  younger  chil¬ 
dren  opened  to  him. 

•  £ 

t  Gen.  J.  20. 


The 


The  facred  hiftorian  introduces  to  us  the  favourite 
character  of  Jofeph  with  wonderful  art  an4>  fkill. 
From  the  very  firft  moment  we  become  interefted  in 
him.  He  is  the  long  <?xpe£ted  fon  of  beauteous  Ra¬ 
chel— his  mother  was  dead— he  had  now  attained  his 
feventeenth  year — and  he  was  the  darling  object  of 

his  father’s  aifetlion.  Jacob’s  ailection,  however,  has 
ui*  u: _  ^  K-rirvn*  nr*  hi.Q  favour- 
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What  a  foundation  of  mifchief  was  here  laid  !  The 
lotieis  in  aft  have  been  much  lefs  inflammable  than 
they  were  well  known  to  be,  not  to  have  taken  fire  at 
t.us  indlfcreet,  this  ridiculous  diftinclion.  And  To- 
ieph  hxmfelf  mult  have  poffeffed  a  mind  much  more 
firm  and  more  enlightened  than  feventeen  generally 
cufcovers,  not  to  have  felt  at  leaft  fome  tranfient  emo¬ 
tions  of  vanity,  infolence  and  felf  Sufficiency,  in  beinw 
thus  favoured  above  the  reft.  The  father  was  there^ 
lore  injurious  to  all,  but  moft  to  himfelf.  His  houfe 
is  now  in  flames,  and  he  himfelf  has  fired  the  train, 
lai^nts,  dS  ye  love  your  repofe,  as  you  value  your 
children,  as  you  would  have  them  dwell  together  in 
iinny,  asjre  would  not  put  a  dagger  into  a  brother's 
hand  to  fhed  a  brother’s  blood,  guard  yourfelves  well 
againft  partial  affections  :  or  if  unhappily  you  have 
conceived  them,  conceal  it  from  every  eye,  let  not  the 
favourite  fee  it,  let  not  his  rival  fufpedt  it.  Let  rea- 
fon,  let  religion,  let  that  very  partiality  itfelf,  teach 
you  to  be  wife  and  juft.  Parents,  as  ye  prize  the  un- 
derftandmg,  the  virtue,  the  true  dignity  of  your  chil- 
(hen,  iet  them  never  be  taught  to  think  that  drefs  con¬ 
fers  confequence,  that  finery  implies  worth,  that  the 
body  deferves  more  attention  than  the  mind.  Let 
not  even  your  daughters  be  led,  through  your  fill v 
vanity,  to  believe  that  any  part  of  their  excellence 
confifts  in  the  fplendour  of  their  appearance.  But 
ftill  inculcate  upon  them,  that  a  mind  ftored  with  vir¬ 
tues,  with  modefty,  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  patience, 
humility,  is,  both  to  God  and  man,  a  fight  infinitely 
more  pleafmg  than  the  moft  beautiful  perfon  adorned 
with  jewels  and  lace,  if  thefe,  or  any  of  thefe  be  want¬ 
ing.  Let  them  know  early,  and  hear  frequently,  that 
cleanlinefs  and  decency  are  virtues  which  they  ought 
to  acquire  and  to  pradlife  ;  but  that  a  curioufly  orna¬ 
mented  body  is,  to  a  difcerning  eye,  nothing  but  the 
indication,  and  the  wretched  tawdry  covering  of  a 
naked  foul. 

I  think 
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I  think  I  fee  the  ill  effeft  of  Jacob’s  fondnefs  on 
Jofeph  himfelf.  What  could  have  fuggefted  thofe 
dreams  of  his  own  fuperiority,  the  recital  of  which 
was  fo  offenfive  to  his  brothers,  and  which  drew  from 
his  father  himfelf  check  and  reproof  ?  Nothing  but 
the  petulancy  of  his  waking  thoughts,  buoyed  up  by 
confidence  in  paternal  preference  and  favour.  It  will 
be  faid,  that  they  were  intimations  from  above  of  his 
future  greatnefs  and  eminence.  It  is  readily  admit¬ 
ted.  But  of  what  ftuff  does  the  foreknowledge  and 
power  of  God  frame  prognoftics  and  predictions  ? 
Sometimes,  perhaps  often,  of  the  violent  propennties 
and  defires  of  men’s  minds.  And  many  events  feem 
to  have  been  predicted,  not  becaufe  they  are  to  come 
to  pafs,  but  they  come  to  pafs  becaule  they  have  been 
predifted.  The  dreams  themfelves  are  the  natural 
working  of  a  young  mind,  inflated  by  indulgence. 
The  repetition  of  them,  where  they  were  fure  to  occa- 
fion  difguft,  marks  a  fimplicity,  an  innocence,  a  boy- 
Ifh  thoughtleffnefs  and  indifcretion,  which  it  were  cru¬ 
el  feverely  to  cenfure,  but  which  wifdom  can  by  no 
means  approve.  And,  the  whole  taken  together,  the 
prognoflic  with  the  realization,  the  caufe  with  the  ef¬ 
fect,  the  prophecy  with  the  event,  form  a  wonderful 
and  inftructive  contrail  of  the  weaknefs  of  man,  and 
the  power  of  God  ;  the  meannefs  of  the  materials, 
and  the  magnificence  of  the  fabric  ;  the  feeblenefs  of 
the  inftrument,  and  the  force  of  the  hand  which  em¬ 
ployed  it. 

Though  Jacob  was  not  altogether  pleafed  with  the 
fpirit  which  thefe  dreams  and  the  rehearfal  of  them 
difcovered,  yet  they  had  a  very  different  effeft  upon 
him  and  upon  his  fons.  They  envied  and  hated  him 
the  more  ;  he  “  obferved  the  faying.”  Whether  from 
a  father’s  partial  fondnefs,  or  inflrufted  by  that  Spir¬ 
it,  who  afterwards  difclofed  futurity  to  him,  down  to 
the  gathering  of  the  people  to  Shiloh ,  he  confidered 
the  doubling  of  the  vifion,  and  its  coinciding  purport, 
as  portending  fomething  great  and  good  to  his  belov- 
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<?d  child  ;  and  he  fits  down  patiently  to  wait  the  iffue, 

r  n  we  ^  prefently  find  it  was  haflening  towards 
i.s  cone  ufion  in  a  courfe  much  more  rapid,  and  by 
means  much  more  extraordinary  than  any  which  he 
could  pollibly  apprehend. 

By  this  time  the  power  of  Jacob’s  family  was 
grown  fo  great,  or  the  terror  infpired  by  the  cruel 
murder  of  the  Shechemites  was  forar  effaced,  that  his 
ten  elded  fons  adventure  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  city  to  feed  their  flocks.  The  didance  from 
Lccr-fiJtoa^  where  Jacob  dwelt,  being  confiderable  ; 
their  abfence  being  extended  to  a  length  of  time  that 
eieated  anxiety,  and  though  their  apprehenfions  might, 
a  felicitous  father  s  anxiety  not  being  quite  laid  to 
rv_ft,  he  thinks  proper  to  lend  Jofeph  from  Hebron,  to 
inquire  after  their  welfare  and  to  bring  him  word 
again.  Unhappy  father  and  fon  J  little  did  they 
think  the  parting  of  that  day  was  to  be  for  fuch  a 
length  of  duration.  Blind  that  we  are  to  futurity ! 
We  cannot  tell  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.”  The 
laft  meeting,  the  lad  parting  ;  the  lad  coming  in  and 
going  out  ;  the  lad  time  of  {peaking  and  of  hearing  ; 
the  lad  of  every  thing  mud  fpon  overtake  us  all.  Jo^ 
leph  accordingly  leaves  his  father’s  houfe,  never,  never 
to  return  to  it  more,  and  goes  forth  in  queft  of  his 
brethren. 

Our  tender  affeftions  are  now  drongly  excited  for 
tae  hapleis  youth.  A  lad  of  feventeen,  who  had  nev¬ 
er  till  now  been  from  beneath  the  protection  of  pater¬ 
nal  care  and  tenderneis  ;  whole  face  u  the  wind  of 
Heaven  ’  had  never  hitherto  vinted  too  roughly 
whofe  fpirit  mortification  had  never  galled,  whofe 
heart  aliliction  had  never  yet  pierced, — thrown  at 
once  into  the  wide  world,  miffing  his  way  in  an  un¬ 
known  country,  expofed  to  favage  beads,  or  more  lav¬ 
age  men  ;  coming  at  length  to  the  place  of  his  dedi¬ 
cation,  but  difappointed  of  finding  what  he  looked  for 
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there  ;  and  finally  falling  into  the  hands  of  butchers, 
he  expected  brothers.  If  ever  there  were  an 

object 


where 


* 


Lect.  XL  Hijlory  cf  Jacob  and  Jofeph.  14J 

object  of  compaffion,  it  is  now  before  us.  I  obferve 
his  young  heart  flutter  with  joy,  when,  after  all  his 
wanderings  and  anxieties,  he  delcries  his  brothers,  and 
their  tents,  and  their  flocks  afar  olF.  I  fee  the  tear  of 
tendernefs  ruth  to  his  eyes,  while  he  delivers  his  la¬ 
ther’s  greeting,  and  tells  the  tale  of  his  youthful  for- 
rows  and  mistakes  upon  the  road.  I  fee  his  bloom¬ 
ing  countenance  flulhed  with  delight  and  fatisfaclion, 
at  the  thought  of  being  again  among  friends,  of  hav¬ 
ing  once  more  a  proteftor.  Ah  cruel,  cruel  difap- 
pointmeiit  !  They  have  been  plotting  his  ruin,  they 
have  devoted  him  to  death.  He  comes  to  them  with 
words  of  peace,  with  kind  and  affe&ionate  inquiries 
after  their  health  and  profperity.  They  meet  him 
with  looks  of  averfion,  with  words  of  contempt  and 
hatred,  with  thoughts  of  blood. 

The  hiftory  of  Jacob’s  family  exhibits  a  fliocking 
view  of  manners  and  of  fociety  at  that  period.  They 
digefl  and  exechte  a  plan  of  murder,  with  as  much 
coolnefs  a$  we  w’ould  an  improvement  in  agriculture, 
or  an  adventure  in  trade.  It  is  no  wonder  the  poor 
Shechemites  found  no  pity  at  their  hands,  when  they 
are  fo  loft  to  the  feelings  of  nature,  humanity  and 
filial  duty,  as  to  deliberate  and  determine,  without 
ceremony  or  remorfe,  upon  their  own  brother’s  death. 
The  trifling  incident  of  the  dreams  lies  rankling  in 
their  bofoms.  “  Behold,”  fay  they,  “  this  dreamer 
conic! li.  \\  ell  has  our  blefled  Lord  cautioned  his 
difciples  againft  the  ufe  of  contemptuous  expreflions 
one  to  another.  For  however  flight  and  infignifleant 
a  hard  or  ridiculous  name  at  firft  fight  may’ appear, 

it  proceeds  from  an  unkind  heart,  and  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  murder. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  men  who  have  quite 
got  over  every  fcruple  of  Confcience,  and  all  fen fe  of 
duty,  ftill  to  retain  fome  regard  to  decency;  and  to 
refpeft  opinion  and  appearances  after  the  heart  is  bc- 
come  perfectly  callous.  1  hough  they  can  remorfe- 
L  s  V  ref0lve  on  lliedding  blood,  they  have  not  confi¬ 
dence 
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dence  enough  to  avow  their  violence  and  barbarity, 
but  craft  and  falfehood  muft  be  called  in,  to  cover 
their  villany  from  the  eye  of  the  world.  u  Come 
now  therefore,  and  let  us  flay  him  ;  and  call  him 
into  feme  pit,  and  we  will  fay,  fome  evil  beaft  hath 
devoured  him  :  and  we  fhall  fee  what  will  become  of 
his  dreams.55*  That  there  fhould  have  been  one  of 
the  ten  capable  of  conceiving  and  fuggefting  fuch  a 
deed  of  horror,  had  been  wonderful  ;  but  that 
only  one  of  ten  fnould  rife  up  to  intercede  for  the 
unhappy  victim,  exceeds  all  belief.  We  almoft  lofe 
the  remembrance  of  Rueben’s  filthinefs,  in  his  good- 
natured  attempt  to  fave  his  brother.  If  there  were 
fomething  of  deceit  in  the  propofal  which  he  made 
to  the  reft  for  this  purpofe,  it  was  on  the  fide  of 
virtue,  and  calls  at  leaft  for  pardon,  if  not  for  com¬ 
mendation. 

Jofeph  was  now  at  hand.  And  O  how  different 
his  reception  from  what  he  fondly  expected  !  “  They 
ftript  Jofeph  out  of  his  coat,  his  coat  of  many  col¬ 
ours  that  was  on  him.  And  they  took  him,  and  call 
him  into  a  pit  :  and  the  pit  was  empty,  there  was  no 
water  in  it.55f  With  truth  has  the  wife  man  laid, 
“  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel/5  The 
demons  of  envy  and  revenge  have  taken  pofleffion  of 
their  hearts.  In  vain  he  weeps,  in  vain  he  prays,  in 
vain  employs  the  tender  names  of  father  and  brother, 
to  win  their  pity.  The  coat,  the  odious  coat,  the 
bad  ere  of  a  partial  father’s  fondnefs,  ft  eels  their 
breads.  They  ftrip  it  off  with  more  of  favage  joy 
than  ever  the  floating  parent  felt  of  fatisfaffion  in  iee- 
ing  him  put  it  on,  or  the  haplefs  youth  himfelf  in 
wearing  it.  The  horror  of  being  call  alive  into  a 
pit  to  periflr  with  hunger,  is  not  to  be  conceived, 
much  lefs  expreffed.  What  muft  it  then  have  been 
to  a  heart  like  Jofeph5 s,  tremblingly  alive  to  the  keen- 
eft  fenfations  of  pain  ;  acquainted,  till  then,  only  with 
rentleneis  and  indulgence,  and  now  dieadfully  awak¬ 
ened 
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ened  to  perceive  the  fall  extent  of  his  mifery  ?  In- 
ftant  death  had  been  mercy  to  one  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

As  if  they  had  done  nothing,  they  fit  down  uncon¬ 
cernedly  to  eat  bread.  Savage  mongers  !  Could 
the  moderate  cravings  of  their  own  appetite  fail  to  re¬ 
mind  them  of  the  wretched  Hate  of  their  poor  broth¬ 
er  ;  fail  to  iuggeft  the  mifery  of  perifhing  for  want, 
and  to  awaken  compaffion  in  fome  gentle  bofom  ? 
Yes;  with  his  piercing  flirieks  yet  founding  in  their 
ears,  with  his  piteous  fupplicating  looks  yet  before 
their  eyes,  they  indulge  the  commoneft,  lowed  crav¬ 
ings  of  their  own  nature,  and  calmly  confign  him  to 
a  lingering  death  ;  the  bitternefs  of  which  was  every 
in  ft  ant  increaied  by  the  llownefs  of  its  approach, 
^und  now,  behold  the  darling  of  Jacob  on  the  very 
brink  of  defpair  ;  when  Providence,  wafer  than  they 
were  cunning,  and  more  powerful  than  they  wrere 
wicked,  interpofes  for  his  deliverance. 

It  was  fo  ordered  of  Heaven,  that  a  travelling  com¬ 
pany  or  caravan  of  Ifhmaelitifh  merchants  palled  by, 
while  they  wTere  at  dinner,  in  the  courfe  of  their  traf¬ 
fic  to  Egypt.  A  thought  occurred  to  Judah,  whofe 
heart  now  began  fomewhat  to  relent,  that  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered  of  ridding  themfelves  of  their  hated 
rival,  without  incurring  the  guilt  of  fheddino-  his 
blood  ;  namely,  that  of  felling  him  for  a  Have  to  the 
Iflimaelites  ;  who  he  knew  would  carry  him  alonp' 
with  them  into  Egypt,  fell  him  over  again  for  profit, 
and  thereby  forever  prevent  the  poffibility  of  his  re¬ 
turn,  to  deteff  their  viilany,  and  renew  his  preten- 
fions  to  fuperiority  over  them. 

No  fooner  was  this  propofal  made  than  it  was  aflent- 
ea  to.  And  they,  who  a  little  while  before  made 
nothing  of  taking  away  their  brother’s  life,  with  lefs 
Icruple' and  ceremony  ftill,  take  upon  them  to  rob 
him  of  his  liberty  ;  and,  as  if  he  had  been  a  bullock, 
or  a  kid  from  the  flock,  fell  him  for  twenty  pieces  of 

''  c*r.’  !ill°  hands  of  ftrangers.  O  the  wonder¬ 
working  hand  of  God!  The  circumftances  which 

lately 
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lately  feemed  to  poor  jofeph  fo  untoward  and  unfa" 
vourable,  were  working  together  for  the  prefervation 
of  his  life,  and  paving  the  way  to  glory.  Had  he  not 
wandered  in  the  field,  his  arrival  had  happened  too 
early  for  the  palling  by  of  thefe  merchants  to  fave 
him.  Had  he  found  his  brethren  in  Shechem,  as 
he  expected,  inftead  of  Dothan,,  he  had  been  out  of 
the  tract  which  his  deliverers  took.  “  Who  can  tell 
what  is  good  or  evil  for  a  man,”  till  the  end  come, 
and  the  myftery  of  providence  be  unfolded  ?  Thefe, 
to  the  eye  of  man,  are  little  accidental  circumflances. 
But  they  are  a  part  of  a  vaft  arrangement,  made  by 
Him  “  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his- 
own  will,”  to  bring  about  a  great  pnrpofe.'  There  are 
wheels  almofk  imperceptible  in  the  great  machine, 
which  the  untutored  eye  is  apt  wholly  to  overlook,  but 
which  are  indeed  as  neceffary  to  motion  as  the  largelt 

and  molt  obvious.  .  ,  ,  ,  . 

Thus  was  the  jewel  of  his  father’s  heart  vilely 
bartered  away  a3  a  thing  of  little  value.  Behold  Jo* 
ieph  in  the  hands  of  the  defcendants  of  him  whofe 
“  hands  were  againft  every  man,  and  every  man’s 
hands  againft  him,”  and  he  is  fafer  with  wild  Ilhmael- 
ites,  than  with  bloody  unnatural  brothers.  From 
avarice,  if  not  from  pity  or  affeftion,  they  will  treat 
him  kindly,  that  they  may  dtfpofe  of  him  to  advan¬ 
tage.'  So  much  better  is  a  merciful,  or  even  a  merce- 
narv  ftfanger,  than  an  envious  and  cruel  brother. 
Reuben,  it  appears,  was  not  prefent  at  this  confu¬ 
tation,  bargain  and  delivery.  He  probably  ftole 
away,  when  the  reft  fat  down  to  meat,  that  by  a 
round-about  path  he  might  arrive  at  the  pit  where 
Jofeph  whs  hid,  and  affift  him  in  effeding  his  efcape, 
while  the  reft  were  otherwife  employed.  _  But  he  had 
made  fo  large  a  circuit  in  order  to  avoid  fufpicion, 
that  the  fale  wras  tranfacted  before  he  came  to  the 
place,  and  his  benevolent  intention  was  thereby^ fruf- 
trated.  He  is  the  only  one  of  the  brothers  who  feems 

to  have  felt  a  Angle  fpark  of  pity  for  the  unfortunate 

youth. 
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youth,  or  of  concern  for  the  diftrefs  of  his  aged  par¬ 
ent.  What  then  muft  his  anguifh  have  been,  when 
he  came  to  the  pit,  and  found  no  Jofeph  there? 
From  his  word;  fears  however  he  is  foon  relieved, 
and,  bad  as  it  was,  rejoices  to  hear  that  Jofeph  was 
only  fold  for  a  Have. 

By  common  confent  it  is  agreed  to  conceal,  if  pof- 
ftble,  the  whole  of  this  dark  fcene.  They  muft 
meet  their  father  again,  and  to  him  fomething  muft 
be  faid  for  the  non-appearance  of  his  amiable,  his 
beloved  fon.  I  am  hot  more  fhocked  at  their  firft 
purpofe  of  blood,  than  at  their  artful  device  to  cov¬ 
er  it,  and  their  awful  fteadinefs  and  fidelity  to  each 
ether,  in  guarding  fo  well  the  dreadful  fecret;  It 
proves  what  deep,  what  determined,  what  thorough- 
paced  villains  they  were.  And  from  fuch  men  does 
the  Jewifli  nation  glory  to  have  fprung  !  They  flam 
the  variegated  coat,  the  caufe  of  fo  much  jealcufy, 
with  blood,  which  they  intend  fhall  pafs  with  the 
wretched  father  for  the  blood  of  him  that  wore  it ; 
and  they  fend  it  to  Hebron  as  accidentally  found  in 
the  field  in  that  flate,  to  carry  its  own  doleful  tidings 
with  it. 

I  cannot  accompany  this  fatal  pledge  to  the  place 
of  its  deftination.  Who  can  bear  to  witnefs  the  air- 
gun'll  of  a  miferable  old  man,  finking  under  the 
weight  of  accumulated  woe  ?  All  his  former  griefs 
admitted  of  confolation.  They  were  more  directlv 
from  the  hand  of  God,  they  were  in  the  courle  of 
nature,  they  might  be  cured  or  endured.  But  this 
flab  was  mortal ;  it  defied  medicine,  it  mocked  at 
length  of  time.  He  himfelf  has  had  the  principal 
hand  in  this  great  evil ;  and  I  fear,  I  fear  he  fufpecis 
the  truth,  though  he  fays  it  not.  Beautiful,  too  much 
beloved,  ill-ftarred  Rachel !  Once  I  pitied,  now  I 
congratulate  thee.  A  gracious  Providence  has  iu 
kindnefs  taken  thee  away  from  the  evil  to  come.  The 
fight  of  Jofeph’s  veil  ure  dipped  in  blood,  muft  have 
Vol.  1L  •  K  Droved 
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proved  fatal  to  thee,  hadfl  thou  lived  to  that  day. 
To  have  lived  till  now,  mull  have  been  to  endure 
pangs  more  frightful  than  the  agonizing  throes  of 
child-birth,  or  the  lafl  dying  flruggles  of  diffolving 
nature.  W e  haften  from  a  fcene  which  the  heart  i^ 
unable  long  to  contemplate,  to  land  jofeph  fafely  in 
Egypt, — where  being  arrived,  he  is  transferred,  like  a1 
bundle  of  fpicery,  from  the  Midianites  to  Potiphar, 
an  officer  of  Pharaoh,  and  captain  of  the  guard. 

And  here  your  time  warns  me  to  flop.  And  here*, 
in  the  hands  of  that  God  who  44  delivered  him  from 
the  paw  of  the  lion  and  the  bear,”  we  depofit  this 
precious  truft,  confident  of  its  being  reftored,  like  all 
that  we  commit  to  God,  increafed  in  value,  import¬ 
ance  and  utility.  If  the  fubjefl:  be  pleafmg  to  you, 
as  it  is  to  me,  I  ffiall  hope  to  have  the  pleafure  of 
refuming  it  with  you  next  Lord’s  day. 

Jefus,  the  well-beloved  Son  of  God,  came  from  his 
Father’s  houfe  above,  to  bring  to  us,  his  brethren  al¬ 
ter  the  fieffi,  the  gentle  and  afleftionate  Commenda¬ 
tions  of  his  Father’s  love.  Inftead  of  welcome,  he 
met  with  reproach  and  fcorn,  44  He  came  to  his  own 
and  his  own  received  him  not.”  44  He  was  defpifed  and 
rejefted  of  men.”  44  His  familiar  friend  in  whom  he 
trufted,  which  did  eat  of  his  bread,  lifted  up  his  heel 
againft  him.”  Judas,  one  of  his  own  houfe,  fold  him 
for  thirty  pieces  of  iilver.  He  was  (tripped  of  his  vef- 
ture,  his  raiment  was  ftained  with  blood.  44  He  look¬ 
ed  and  there  was  none  to  help.”  44  He  trode  the 
wine  prefs  alone.”  44  He  was  holy,  harmlefs,  unde¬ 
filed  and  feparate  from  linnets.”  44  He  was  brought 
as  a  lamb  to  the  daughter,  and  as  a  ffieep  before  her 
fhearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.”* 
44  It  became  him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by" 
whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto  glo¬ 
ry,  to  make  the  Captain  of  their  falvation  perfect 
hrourh  fufferings.”f  Men  44  thought  evil  againft 

him. 
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him,  but  God  meant  it  unto  good,  to  bring  to  pafs, 
as  it  is  this  day,  to  fave  much  people  alive.”*  “  The 
counfel  of  the  Lord  ftandeth  forever,  the  thoughts  of 
his  heart  to  all  generations.”!  To  the  attentive  read¬ 
er  of  the  fcriptures,  thefe,  and  many  fuch  applica¬ 
tions  as  thefe,  of  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  to  the  perfon, 
the  chara&er,  the  office  and  undertaking  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  will  readily  occur.  To  the  carelefs  and  unbe¬ 
lieving,  more  has  been  faid  than  they  will  under- 
ftand,  regard,  or  approve.  We  commend  them  to 
the  mercy  of  God,  and  we  implore  a  bleffing  on  what 
has  been  fpoken,  for  Chrift’s  fake.  Amen. 

*  Gen.  1.  20.  f  Pfalm  xxxiii.  ri. 
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LECTURE  XII. 

GENESIS  XXxix.  2 — -6. 

And  the  Lord  was  with  Jofeph ,  and  he  was  a  profperous '* 
man  ,  and  he  was  in  ' the  houfe  of  his  mafter  the  Egyptian . 
And  his  mafler  faw  that  the  Lord  was  with  him ,  and 
that  the  Lord  made  all  that  he  did  to  prof  per  in  his 
hand.'  And  Jofeph  found  grace  in  his  fight ,  and  he' 
ferved  him  :  and  he  made  him  overfee r  over  his  houfe  y- 
and  all  that  he  had  he  put  into  his  hand .  And  it  came 
to  pafsj  from  the  time  that  he  made  him  overfeer  in  his 
houfe ,  and  over  all  that  he  had ,  that  the  Lord  bleffed 
the  Egyptian's  houfe  for  Jofeph' s  fake  :  and  the  blejf - 
ing  of  the  Lord  zvas  upon  all  that  he  had  in  the  houfe , 
and  in  the  field .  And  he  left  all  that  he  had  in  Jo - 
feph's  hand  ;  and  he  knew  not  ought  he  had^fave  the 
bread  which  he  did  eat :  and  Jofeph  was  a  goodly  per - 
fin,  and  well  favoured. 

TJnLESS  u  the  heart  be  eftablifhed  by  grace/’  in 
profperity  it  will  be  elated  above  meafure,  and  in 
adverfity  will  be  ready  to  fink  under  the  weight  of 
its  woe.  A  principle  of  religion  preferves  the  balance 
of  the  foul,  and  guards  it  equally  from  rifing  into  in- 
lolence,  or  falling  into  dejection.  It  has  been  difput- 
ed  whether  profperity  or  adverfity  be  the  feverer  tri¬ 
al  of  the  two.  In  order  to  determine  the  queltion, 
it  is  neceffary  to  know  the  character  of  the  party  who 
is  tried.  In  fome  perfons  we  meet  with  a  ftupidity, 
aa  infenfibilitv  of  nature,  on  which  change  of  circum- 
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-fiances  makes  no  apparent  impreffion.  This  endeav¬ 
ours  to  pals  upon  itfelf,  and  actually  does  pals  upon, 
fuperficial  oblervers,  for  moderation  in  fuccefs,  and 
patience  in  .affliction.  But  the  rock  is  not  patient, 
becaufe  without  murmuring  it  bears  the  inceffant 
•dalhing  of  the  raging  fea  ;  neither  does  the  fnail  de¬ 
serve  the  praife  of  humility,  becaufe  it  attempts  not  to 
fly.  That  moderation  is  eltimable,  which,  awake  to 
all  the  advantages  of  rank,  and  fortune,  and  fuccefs, 
offends  not  .God  by  levity  and  ingratitude,  nor  man 
by  haughtinefs  and  pride.  That  patience  merits  ad¬ 
miration  and  praife,  which  feels,  yet  complains  not ; 
-which  fighs,  yet  fubmits. 

It  is  very  natural  for  men  to  flatter  themfelves  that 
they  could  fupport  profperity  with  wifdorn  and  pro¬ 
priety.  But  I  believe  experience  will  evince,  that 
while  fuccefs  tends  to  relax,  weaken  and  extinguifh 
the  religious  .principle,  calamity,  by  teaching  us  our 
own  weaknefs  and  dependence,  awakens,  ftrengthens 
and  keeps  it  alive.  The  lot  of  molt  men  alternately 
furnifhee  occaiion  for  exercife  in  both  ways.  It  is  the 
office  of  genuine  and  folid  piety,  to  inltruCt  us  “  in 
whatever  Hate  we  are,  therewith  to  be  content  9”  “to 
.exercife  men  unto  godlinefs,  which  is  profitable  unto 
all  things,  having  the  promife  both  of  the  life  which 
now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.” 

T.  he  amiable  and  illuflrious  perfon  on  whofe  hiftory 
iwe  entered  in  the  lafl  Leflure,  and  which  we  are  now 
t°  continue,  affords  a  jfhining  and  affe&ing  example 
of  a  mind  unfubdued  by  the  deepeff  diflrefs,  and  un¬ 
corrupted  by  the  highefl  degree  of  elevation.  His  af- 
flidion  commenced  at  an  early  period  of  life.  It  was 
of  its  kind,  peculiarly  bitter  and  fevere.  It  came  from 
a  quarter  whence  it  was  leaf!  to  be  apprehended  ;  and 
•the  tranfition  was  inflantaneous,  from  a  tranquillity 
and  indulgence  which  knew  no  bound,  to  anguifh 
which  no  language  can  exprefs,  no  imagination  con¬ 
ceive.  As  he  was  to  be  an  eminent  type  of  Him, 
who,  “  as  a  fheep  before  her  (hearers  is  dumb,  not 
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opening  her  mouth,”  fcripture  reprefents  Jofeph  fub- 
jnitting  to  the  barbarous  treatment  of  his  brothers, 
as  doomed  to  perifh  of  hunger  in  an  empty  pit,  and 
fold  into  flavery  to  the  Ifhmaelites,  without  arguing, 
without  upbraiding,  without  repining. 

Were  it  poffible  to  form  a  ftronger  idea  of  the  hard- 
lieartednefs  of  Jacob’s  fons  than  that  which  their  cru¬ 
elty  to  Jofeph  affords,  it  is  to  fee  them  the  calm  wit- 
neffes  of  the  anguifh  of  their  father’s  foul?  without  be¬ 
ing  moved  by  all  his  mifery  and  tears  to  divulge  the 
important  fecret,  and  to  pour  into  the  fond  paternal 
heart  the  cordial  balm,  which  even  the  knowledge  of 
his  fon’s  being  a  Have  in  Egypt  would  have  adminift 
tered.  As  a  dawn  of  hope  would  thence  have  arifen, 
that  by  fome  bleffed  revolution  of  events,  the  prec¬ 
ious  hour  might  perhaps  at  length  arrive,  which 
fhould  reftore  him  to  his  father  again.  What  a 
dreadful  thing  it  is  to  embark  on  a  fea  of  vice  !  To 
return  is  difficult,  if  not  itnpoffible—To  proceed  is 
rum. 

Jofeph  meanwhile  lives  and  profpers  in  a  ftrange 
land.  He  has  not  loft  all,  he  has  loft  nothing,  who 
enjoys  the  divine  prefence  and  favour.  Ihe  amiable 
youth  is  indeed  from  under  the  fhadow  of  his  father’s 
wing,  but  the  protection  of  Heaven  is  not  withdrawn  ; 

the  Almighty  is  his  refuge,  and  underneath  are 
the  everlafting  arms,”  A  young  man  brought  up  like, 
him,  in  fullnefs,  liberty,  indulgence  and  eafe,  might 
have  been  fuppofed  fallen  and  ftubborn  under  a 
change  of  condition  fo  fudden  and  fo  fevere  ;  or  to 
have  funk  into  melancholy  and  cieipair.  .Byit  with 
jofeph  it  was  not  fo.  With  true  magnanimity  and 
fpirit,  he  cheerfully  accommodates,  his  mind  to  his 
fituation,  and  without  murmur  or  reluCtance,  addr di¬ 
es  hirnfelf  to  the  difeharge  of  his  duty  as  a  diligent 
and  faithful  fervant.  We  have  not  power  over  our 
lot,  to  carve  it  out  as  we  pleafe  ;  but  the  mind  has 
power  over  itfelf ;  and  happinefs  has  its  feat  in  the 

mind,  not  in  external  circumftances.  The  favourite 
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fon  of  Ifrael  feems  degraded  and  difhonoured,  even 
when  railed  to  the  firft  rank  of  fervitude  in  Potiphar’s 
houfe  ;  but  Jofeph,  pious,  modeft,  wife  and  faithful, 
is  equally  refpeftable  whether  as  a  fon  or  as  a 
fervant. 

Never  did  Potiphar  make  fo  fortunate  a  purchafe. 
The  bleffing  of  God  enters  into  his  houfe,  from  the 
moment  Jofeph  becomes  a  member  of  the  family.  In 
many  various  ways  are  fevants  curfes  or  comforts  to 
thofe  with  whom  they  dwell.  Let  a  fervant  have  a 
confcieuce,  and  you  have  a  certain  pledge  of  his  fidel¬ 
ity.  Divert:  him  of  that,  and  where  is  your  fecurity, 
that  either  your  property  or  your  perfon  is  fafe  in  his 
hands  ?  Jofeph  demeaned  himfelf  as  a  good  fervant ; 
Potiphar  as  a  wife  and  a  kind  mafter.  In  vain  do  we 
look  for  affe&ion  and  attachment  in  our  inferiors,  if 
we  treat  them  with  infolence,  unkindnefs  or  negleft. 
The  great  and  affluent  are  much  more  in  the  power  of, 
much  more  dependent  upon  their  meaneft  domeftics, 
than  they  are  willing  to  underhand,  or  to  acknowl¬ 
edge.  And  furely,  it  is  much  more  prudent  to  fecure 
their  affedion,  as  humble  friends,  by  condefcenfion 
and  good-nature,  than  to  provoke  their  refentment  or 
revenge,  by  pride  and  feverity. 

Jofeph  has  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  he  is 
made  ruler  over  many  things.  cc  He  made  him  over- 
feer  over  his  houfe,  and  all  that  he  had  he  put  into  his 
hand.”  His  perfonal  accornplifhmen't^kleep  pace  with 
his  mental  endowments,  “  he  was  a  goodly  perfon,  and 
well-favoured.”  Beauty  like  every  other  gift  of  na¬ 
ture,  is  good  of  itfelf,  and  therefore  to  be  received 
with  thankfulnefs.  But  alas,  how  often  does  it  prove 
a  fnare  to  the  porteffor,  and  a  temptation  to  others  ! 
This  quality  of  Jofeph5 s  had  like  to  have  proved  more 
fatal  to  him  than  even  the  envy  of  his  brothers.  This 
laft  threatened  only  his  body,  but  that  endangers  the 
foul.  The  one  fold  him  into  bondage,  the  other 
would  have  plunged  him  into  difhonour.  His  maf- 
ter’s  wife  looked  upon  him  with  eyes  of  unhallowed 
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affection,  and  attempts  to  make  him  a  partaker  of  her 
Impurity.  To  expatiate  on  the  nature  of  this  tempta¬ 
tion,  would  be  as  indecent  as  it  is  unneceflary.  It  is 
a  fearful  example  of  the  dreadful  length  which  the 
human  mind  is  capable  of  going,  when  the  reftraints 
of  ftiame  are  once  broken  through. 

Some  kinds  of  temptation  are  boldly  to  be  encoun¬ 
tered,  and  refolutely  overcome.  There  are  others 
only  to  be  conquered  by  flight,  and  difarmed  by  re¬ 
moving  to  a  diftance.  Jofeph  dwells  only  on  cne  cir- 
cumilance,  in  order  to  fettle  and  determine  hi$  con¬ 
duct — the  all-feeing  eye  of  God,  and  the  danger  of 
offending  him  ;  “  how  then  can  I  do  this  great  wicked- 
nefs,  and  fin  againft  God.”*  Pleafure,  and  ihtereft, 
and  paflion,  blind  the  eyes ;  but  confcience,  with  fcru- 
pulous  attention,  always  and  every  where  reveres  an 
omniprefent  Jehovah.  The  lower  principles  of  our 
nature  refpeSt  and  are  regulated  by  confequences. 
This  great  principle  is  moved  only  by  a  fenfe  of  right 
and  wrong,  Intereft  and  defire  are  contented  with 
inquiring,  “is  there  no  danger  of  being  found  out  ?” 
But  confcience  is  only  to  be  fatisfied,  by  afcertaining* 
“  whether  it  be  fin  or  duty.” 

The  confequence  to  jofeph,  was  fuch  as  might  be 
expefted  from  the  temper  of  a  fliamelefs  woman, 
falfe,  lafcivious  and  refentfuh  The  demon  of  luff 
turned  into  thofe  of  rage  and  revenge,  fhe  accufes  of 
an  attempt  to  feduce  her,  the  man,  whom  no  confider- 
ation  of  pleafure,  or  of  advantage,  could  for  a  moment 
feduce  from  the  right  path.  This  accufation,  how¬ 
ever  falfe,  being  uncontradifted,  is  admitted  as  true  ; 
and  Jofeph,  as  the  reward  of  faithfulnefs  almolt  with¬ 
out  example,  is  immured  in  clofe  cuftody,  to  be  drag¬ 
ged  forth  at  a  proper  opportunity  to  feverer  punish¬ 
ment,  And  here  a^ain  we  have  a  frefh  inftance  of 
the  greatnefs  of  his  mind.  He  chGofes  rather  to  incur 
his  maffer^s  groundlefs  difpleafure,  and  to  fink  under 
the  weight  of  a  falfe  accufation,  than  to  vindicate  his 

own 
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own  honour,  by  expofmg  the  fhame  of  a  bad  woman  5 
and  he  leaves  the  clearing  up  of  his  character,  and  the 
prefervation  of  his  life,  to  that  God  with  whom  he 
had  entrufted  ftill  higher  concerns,  thofe  of  his  immor¬ 
tal  foul.  And  thus,  the  leaft-afiuming,  the  (hame- 
faced,  feminine  virtues,  temperance,  and  chaftity,  and 
innocence,  and  felf-goyernment,  are  found  in  company 
with  the  moft  manly,  the  heroic  qualities,  intrepidity, 
eonftancy  and  contempt  of  death. 

No  place  is  frightful  to  a  good  man  but  the  dun¬ 
geon  of  an  ill  confidence.  Free  from  that,  Jofeph  i$ 
at  large,  though  in  prifon.  It  is  the  favour  or  difpleaf- 
ure  of  God  that  makes  this  or  the  other  fpot  com¬ 
fortable  or  irkfome.  cc  Where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is,  there  is  liberty  but  to  the  guilty,  the  whole  world 
is  a  place  of  confinement.  God,  who  delivered  him 
put  of  the  pit,  accompanies  him  alio  to  the  prifon. 
And  what  heart  fo  favage  that  gpodnefs  cannot  molli¬ 
fy,  what  nature  fo  obdurate  that  the  power  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  cannot  reach  ?  The  profeffion  of  a  gaoler  is 
unfriendly  to  benevolence ;  it  is  a  .character  which 
implies  fternnefs  and  fe verity.  But  whether  this  man 
were  formed  of  gentler  clay,  or  whether  the  meeknefs 
and  modefty  of  jofeph  had  wrought  even  upon  a  rocky 
heart ;  or  whether  Providence  fpecially  interpofed  to 
further  its  own  deep  defigns,  fo  it  is,  we  find  our  good 
young  man  in  high  favour  with  his  keeper.  Whereev- 
er  we  find  jofeph,~in  Potiphar’s  houfe,  in  prifon,  or 
at  court,  we  find  a  man  faithful,  and  diligent,  and 
trufty ;  and  we  find  a  man  honoured,  efteemed  and 
confided  in,  by  all  with  whom  he  has  any  connexion. 
Let  a  man  be  inflexibly  honefl:  and  true,  and  he  will 
pever  have  reafon  to  accufe  the  world  of  want  of  con¬ 
fidence.  But  it  is  110  wonder  if  the  diihonefl  knave 
find  men  full  of  doubt  and  fufpicion.  As  his  mailer’s 
houfe  before,  fo  the  prifon  now,  profpers  on  Jofeph \s 
Recount.  1  he  world  is  not  always  fenlible  of  its  obli¬ 
gation  to  the  prefence  of  good  men.  But  Sodom  was 
In  a  fearful  ftate  the  moment  righteous  Lot  went  cut 


*54 


Hijlory  of  Jofeph .  Lect.  XFIf 


of  it ;  and  when  the  people  of  God,  u  the  fait  of  the 
earth/’  are  all  removed  from  it,  the  end  of  the  world 


cannot  be  at  a  great  diftance. 


By  a  ftrange  concurrence  of  circumftances,  which 
the  Divine  Providence  alone  could  have  brought  to¬ 


gether,  Jofeph  has  for  his  fellow  prifoners  two  of  the 
chief  officers  of  the  king  of  Egypt,  who  had  fallen 
under  their  mailer’s  difpleafure ;  and  had  been  for 
feme  time  in  confinement,  uncertain  of  their  doom. 
The  great  God  is  whetting  his  inftruments,  making 
his  arrangements,  mar  (hailing  his  forces,  at  very  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  and  in  very  different  places.  The  envy 
of  Jacob’s  fens,  the  lafeivioufnefs  of  Potiphar’s  wife, 
the  difobedience  of  Pharaoh’s  fervants,  the  anger  of  the 
king  himfelf,— all,  all  meet,  ftrange  to  think  1  in  one 
point,  the  elevation  of  jofeph  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne.  Remove  but  one  link,  and  the  chain  is  brok¬ 
en  afunder.  Take  away  but  a  fingie  ftone,  and  the 
fabric  falls  to  the  ground.  But  ^  this  work  and 
-Counfel  is  of  God,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  over¬ 
thrown/’  Pie  willeth,  and  none  can  let  it.” 

It  is  not  at  all  furprifmg,  that  he  who  had  been  pre¬ 
paring  his  work  in  places  and  in  minds  fo  remote 
from,  fo  unlike  to,  and  fo  unconnected  with  each 
other,  fhould  bring  it  to  a  conclufion  by  means 
fomewhat  uncommon  and  fupernatural.  It  happened, 
that  in  one  and  the  fame  night,  the  chief  butler  and 
the  chief  baker  of  Pharaoh  dreamed  each  a  dream, 
which  laid  fall  hold  of  their  minds  and  memory. 
And  being  men,  like  the  reft  of  their  country,  ftrong- 
ly  tinctured  with  fuperftition,  and  at  that  time  in 
circumftances  which  peculiarly  difpoied  them  to  re¬ 
ceive  fuuerftitious  impreffions,  their  ipirits  are  confid- 
crably  affefted  by  the  vifton  of  the  night ;  not  doubt¬ 
ing,  that  it  portended  the  fpeedv  approach  of  lome 
great  ’good  or  evil,  jofeph  attending  them  in  the 
morning,  in  the  courfe  of  his  duty,  obierved  the  deep 
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of  an  honelt  heart,  he  kindly  inquires  into  the  caufe 
of  it 

JBy  the  way,  how  pleafant  is  it  to  obfervc  this  ex¬ 
cellent  young  perfon,  with  fo  much  cheerfulnefs  and 
good  nature  performing  the  humble  offices  ot  a  gaol¬ 
er’s  fervant  ?  He  was  accuftomed  to  be  waited  upon,  to 
be  miniftered  unto;  but  duty  calls,  and  with  alacrity 
he  minifters  to  the  neceffity  of  others.  But  what  do 
I  fee  ?  An  finder  gaoler  llarting  up  all  at  once  into 
an  interpreter  of  dreams,  poffeffing  a  fagacity  that 
reaches  into  futurity,  directed  and  taught  by  a  Spirit 
whofe  piercing  eye  penetrates  into  eternity,  and  dif- 
cerns  all  the  wonders  of  the  -world  unknown  !  How- 
much  wifer,  how  much  more  noble,  how  much  more 
excellent,  are  they  who  live  in  communion  with  God 
than  other  men  !  For  though  they  do  not  all  attain 
the  gift  of  prophecy,  the  gift  of  working  miracles, 
the  gift  of  fpeaking  with  tongues  ;  yet  they  all  are 
dignified  by  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  the  fpirit  of  adoption, 
*<■  the  fpirit  of  faith,  the  fpirit  of  love,  and  of  a  foun4 

mind.”  '  '  > 

Jofeph,  from  the  different  complexion  of  their  fev- 

eral  dreams,  and'infpired  no  doubt  by  wifdom  from 
above,  predicts  their  approaching  doom  ;  the  fpeedy 
reiteration  of  the  one  to  his  former  trull  and  dignity ; 
a  fudden  and  ignominious  death  to  the  other.  Noth¬ 
ing  but  infpiration  could  have  borne  Jofeph  through 
a  declaration  fo  bold  and  decifive,  and  which  was  to 
be  brought  to  the  awful  tell  of  confirmation  or  difap- 
pointment  in  fo  Ihort  a  fpace  as  three  days.  So 
confident  is  he  of  the  certainty  of  his  interpretation, 
that  he  founds  all  his  hopes  of  enlargement  upon  it. 
And  there  is  fomething  inexpreffibly  tender  and  pa¬ 
thetic  in  his  application  to  the  chief  butler  to  that  ef¬ 
fect,  “  but  think  on  me  when  it  lhall  be  well  with 
thee,  and  ffiew  kindnefs,  I  pray  thee,  unto  me,  and 
make  mention  of  me  unto  Pharaoh,  and  bring  me  out 
of  this  houffi.  For  indeed  I  tvas  fiolen  away  out  of' 

the 
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the  land  ot  the  Hebrews :  and  here  alfo  have  I  done 
nothing,  that  they  fhould  put  me  into  the  dungeon. 

I  lie  event  juffrfied  the  prediction  ;  and  it  is  an  aw- 
inl  and  afiectmg  llluftration  of  the  obfervation  of  the 
wile  man,  “  the  king’s  heart  is  in  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  as  the  ji-vers  of  water  :  he  turjieth  it  whither- 
foever  he  will.”!  A  youth,  a  ftranger,  a  prifoner, 
could  have  no  power  over  the  counfels  of  Pharaoh! 
But  the  power  which  controls  all  the  potentates  of  the 
^arth,  and  marfhals  the  whole  holt  of  heaven,  is 
bringing  his  own  word  to  pafs,  and  performing  his 
own  pleafure.  The  chief  butler,  we  may  fuppofe, 
readily  promifed  Jofeph  his  belt  feryices  when  he 
fhould  be  again  reftored  to  place  and  power ;  but, 
hke  a  true  courtier,  he  thinks  no  more  of  his  prom- 
ife,  nor  of  his  fellow  prifoner,  after  his  own  turn  was 
ferved.  So  felfifii,  1q  thoughtlefs,  fo  ungrateful  is 
man  !  Had  he  been  under  no  perfonal  obligation  to 
the  young  ftranger,  for  his  tender  affiduities  while  in 
confinement,,  and  for  the  agreeable  and  certain  intel¬ 
ligence  which  he  received  from  him  of  his  approach¬ 
ing  deliverance,  common  humanity,  awakened  by  the 
fimple  tale  of  innocence  and  mifery  which  he  had 
told,  ought  to  have  prompted  his  immediate  and  mod 
earned:  exertions  in  his  behalf.  And  yet  he  buffers 
two  full  years  to  linger  away,  without  caring  to  re¬ 
flect  whether  fiich  a  perfon  exifted  or  not.  And 
when  he  thinks  of  him  at  laid,  it  is  not  the  generous 
recollection  of  kindnefr  and  attachment ;  but  the 
felfilh  remembrance  of  courtly  adulation,  eager  to 
gratify  his  prince,  not  to  refcue  talents,  and  innocence 
and  worth,  from  unmerited  oppreffion.  Pharaoh 
Ranged  him  not  for  the  offences  which  he  had  com¬ 
mitted  againft  his  fovereign,  but  for  his  forgetfulnefs 
and  ingratitude  to  Jofeph,  let  him  be  hung  up  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  deteftation  and  contempt  to  all  generations  of 
fnankind. 

How 
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How  very  differently  do  God  and  men  often  judge 
of  one  and  the  fame  object !  If  there  be  in  all  Egypt 
a  perfon  more  forlorn  and  inconfiderable  than 
another,  it  is  an  Hebrew  Have  in  a  dungeon.  But 
cc  God  raifeth  the  poor  out  of  the  duft,  and  liftetli 
the  needy  out  of  the  dunghill,  that  he  may  fet  him 
with  princes.”  Pharaoh  himfetf  now  begins  to  a£t 
a  part  in  this  wonderful  drama.  For  kings,  in  the 
hand  of  God,  are  only  inftruments  of  an  higher  order, 
and  of  more  extenfive  operation.  Kings  are  liable 
to  hunger  and  third  like  other  men  ;  kings  muff 
fleep,  and  may  be  difturbed  by  dreams  like  other 
men — and  thus  it  happened  to  the  mighty  fovereign' 
of  Egypt.  With  vifion  upon  vifion,  in  one  night, 
was  his  reft  troubled  ;  the  ftrange  coincidence  and' 
myfterious  import  of  which  greatly  perplex  his 
waking  thoughts.  In  a  country  teeming  with  gods, 
and  over-run  with  fuperftition,  no  circumftance  was 
overlooked  which  in  any  manner  feemed  to  portend 
a  future  event.  No  wonder  then  that  the  prince, 
who  has  not  always  the  beft  informed  nor  the  firm- 
eft  mind  of  any  man  within  his  dominions,  fhould 
be  rendered  uneafy  by  a  repetition  of  dreams,  fo  fin- 
gular  in  themfelves,  fo  fimilar  to  and  yet  fo  unlike 
one  another.  It  is  not  lefs  wonderful,  that  in  a  coun¬ 
try  fo  prolific  of  magicians  and  foothfayers,  not  one 
fiiould  be  found  bold  enough  to  affix  a  meaning,  or 
guefs  at^  an  interpretation.  Was  it  that  the^true 
God  confounded  and  filenced  their  vain  imaginations  ? 
or  that  Pharaoh,  diffatisfied  with  their  idle  conjec¬ 
tures,  and  prompted  from  above  to  make  farther  in¬ 
quiry,  rejected  the  ufpal  modes  of  folution,  that, 
heaven-dire&ed,  jofeph  might  emerge  out  of  obfcurity 
to  fare  a  great  nation,  to  preferve  his  father’s  houfe' 
in  famine,  and  to  fulfil  the  prediction  and  promife 
made  to  Abraham,  concerning  the  future  fortunes- 
of  his  pofterity  ? 

ihe  king  s  vexation  interefts  and  affefis  the  whole 
court.  And  then  for  the  firft  time  the  chief  butler 
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bethinks  himfelf  of  his  faults,  and  of  his  promife,  and 
of  his  obligations  to  his  fellow  prifoner,  and  relates  in 
the  hearing  of  the  king,  the  very  extraordinary  cir* 
cumftances  of  his  own  imprifonment  and  enlarge¬ 
ment  ;  of  his  dream,  the  interpretation  and  the  iffuei 
He  is  of  confequence  led  to  mention  the  charafter  and 
lituation  of  the  interpreter.  This  inftantly  effe&s  for 
Jofeph,  what  his  friendfhip,  had  it  been  exerted,  per¬ 
haps  would  not  have  produced— an  immediate  order 
to  fet  the  prifoner  free,  and  to  bring  him  without  delay 
into  the  royal  prefence.  When  men  can  be  fubferv- 
ient  to  the  intereft,  the  pleafure,  or  the  ambition  of 
princes,  they  are  in  the  fure  road  to  preferment ;  and 
a  man  is  often  more  indebted  for  fuccefs  to  a  fortunate 
incident  than  to  a  righteous  caufe.  Jofeph’s  affairs 
are  now  in  a  train  fuch  as  his  warmed;  friends  could 
with  ;  and  again  we  fee  another  faying  of  the  wife 
man  verified  \  Seeft  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  buf- 
inefs  ?  He  {hall  ftand  before  kings,  he  fnall  not  fcand 
before  mean  men.”* 

Pharaoh’s  expectations'  are  not  difappointed.  Tie 
relates  his  dreams  ;  and  God,  the  author  of  the  vif- 
ions,  and  who  had  fent  the  interpreter  and  the  expla¬ 
nation,  by  the  mouth  of  jofeph  unfolds  its  meaning 
and  import.  Pharaoh’s  dream  had  puzzled  himfelf 
and  all  Egypt  by  its  firft  afpeft  ;  but  now  that  it  is 
explained,0  how  eafy,  how  fimple,  how  applicable,  how 
natural  every  thing  appears  !  The  greateft  difcoveries, 
after  they  are  made,  appear  fo  obvious  and  fo  plain, 
that  every  one  is  ready  to  umnder  he  did  not  hit  upon 
it  firft  ;  and  this  inflead  of  diminifhing,  greatly  en¬ 
hances  the  njerit  of  the  firft  difcoverer.  Upon  the 
manifeftation  of  the  import  oi  Pharaoh  s  redoubled 
vifion,  it  is  found,  that  God,  who  had  given  former¬ 
ly  to  two  of  the  fervants  an  intimation  of  their  ap- 
nroaching  fate,  was  now  giving  to  the  fovereign  a 
premonition  of  the  vifitations  of  his  providence,  to 

this  (.rreat,  populous  and  wealthy  empire.  A  previous 
6  notice 
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notice  of  good  renders  it  a  double  blefling  ;  a  warn¬ 
ing  of  evil  prepares  us  to  meet  it,  and  thereby  dimin- 
ifhes  its  weight. 

Jofeph’s  interpretation  carried  convi&ion  along 
with  it ;  and  Pharaoh  immediately  refolves  to  adt  upon 
it.  There  is  a  certain  undefendable  charm  in  true 
wifdom,  in  unaffefted  goodnels,  that  forces  approba¬ 
tion,  and  carries  the  heart  captive  at  once.  There  is 
a  native  dignity  in  virtue,  which,  while  it  never  af- 
iumes,  nor  pufhes  itfelf  forward,  is  never  timorous, 
embarrafled  or  aukward.  Jofeph  poffeffes  unaffetted 
eafe  and  compofure  in  the  prefence  of  Pharaoh  and  all 
his  court ;  and  the  court  on  this  occafion,  we  have 
reafon  to  think,  was  a  very  fplendid,  public  and 
crouded  one.  So  good  a  thing  it  is  to  have  the  heart 
eftablifhed  by  the  fear  of  God.  It  caffs  out  every 
other  fear.  But  the  days  of  his  depreflion  are  now 
ended,  and  every  flep  he  has  trod  through  this  valley 
of  humiliation,  is  a  progrefs  made  to  the  glory  that 
follows.  And  here  we  break  oif,  having  conducted 
jofeph  to  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  ;  and  behold¬ 
ing  him  ready  to  mount  the  fecond  chariot,  while  ad¬ 
miring  nations  proclaim  before  him,  “  bow  the  knee/* 

The  next  Le&ure  will  exhibit  the  fon  of  Jacob  in 
all  the  fplendour  of  high  life  ;  armed  with  all  the 
authority  of  a  minifler  of  ftate,  pofTeffing  a  plenitude- 
or  power  over  the  whole  kingdom  of  Egypt. 

Turn  fora  moment  from  jofeph,  and  behold  a 
greater  than  him.  The  prince  of  this  world  came, 
and  found  nothing  in  him.”  Temptation  addreffed  to 
“  the  luft  ° *-  t^le  the  luff  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride 
cf  life,”  had  from  his  lips  an  inftant  repulfe,  “  it 
is  written,  it  is  written.”  “  In  his  humiliation  his 
judgment  was  taken  away  ;”  he  fuffered  as  a  malefac- 
tor  though  he  did  no  fin,  neither  was  guile  found  in 

fIIS,  :TS*  ^  was  condemned  and  put  to  death  upon 
a  faiie  accufation.  From  the  triumphant  ignominy  of 
the  crois,  he  difpenfes  life  and  death  to  his  fellow-luf- 
terers  5  paradife  to  the  one,  ever  la  fling  /name  to  the 

other. 
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other*  Who  hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord, 
or,  being  his  coimfellor,  hath  taught  him  “  The 
only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 
he  hath  declared  him.5*  “  No  man  knoweth  the  Fa¬ 
ther  but  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom  the  Son  fhall  re¬ 
veal  him.:”  6CHe  made  himfeif  of  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was  made 
in  the  iikenefs  of  men.  And  being  found  in  fafhion 
as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfeif  and  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs.  Wherefore 
God  hath  alfo  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a 
name  which  is  above  every  name  ;  that  at  the  name 
of  Jefus  every  knee  fhould  bow,  cf  things  in  heaven, 
and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ;  and 
that  every  tongue  fhould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father/’*  “  Fools 
and  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  prophets  have 
fpoken  :  ought  not  Chrift  to  have  iuffered  thefe 
things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?”f  “  To  him 

that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  in  my 
throne,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame,  and  am  fet  down  with 
my  Father  in  his  throne.”  f  “  Be  thou  faithful  un¬ 
to  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life.  ’ §  . 

I  conclude  all  in  the  words  of  the  beloved  aifciple, 
who  thus  defcribes  a  more  auguft  vifion  than  ever  ap¬ 
peared  to  Pharaoh  :  ‘s  And  I  beheld,  and  lo,  in  the 
mid  ft  of  the  throne,  and  of  the  four  beafts,  and  in  the 
inidft  of  the  elders,  flood  a  Lamb,  as  it  had  been  flain  : 
having  feven  horns,  and  feven  eyes,  which  are  the 
feven  1  pints  of  G'od,  fent  rorth  into  all  the  eaith. 
And  they  fu’ng  a  new  fong,  faying,  1  hou  art  worthy  to 
take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof :  for  thou 
waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy 
blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
and  nation  ;  and  haft  made  us  unto  our  God  kings 
and  priefts,  and  we  fhall  reign  on  the  earth.  And  I 

beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round 

about 
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about  the  throne,  and  the  beafts  and  the  elders,  and 
the  number  of  them  was  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thou- 
fand,  and  thoufands  of  thoufands,  faying  with  a  loud 
voice.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  receive 
power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  blefling.  And  every  creature 
which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  earth,  and  under  the 
earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea,  and  all  that  are  in 
them,  heard  I,  faying,  Blefling,  honour,  glory  and 
power,  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and 
unto  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever.  And  the  four  beafts 
faid,  Amen.  And  the  four  and  twenty  elders  fell 
down  and  worfhipped  him  that  liveth  forever  and 
ever.”  * 


*  Rev.  v.  6—14, 
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And  Pharaoh  faid  unto  his  ferv ants ,  Can  we  find  fiuch  a 
one  as  this  is,  a  man  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  is  ? 
And  Pharaoh  faid  unto  Jofeph,  For af much  as  God  hath 
jhewed  thee  all  this,  there  is  none  fo  difcreet  and  wife  as 
thou  art :  thou  fhalt  be  over  my  houfe,  and  according 
unto  thy  word  fhall  all  my  people  be  rided :  only  in  the 
throne  will  I  be  greater  than  thou .  And  Pharaoh  faid 

unto  Jofeph,  See,  I  have  Jet  thee  over  all  the  land  of 
Egypt.  And  Pharaoh  took  off  his  ring  from  his  hand, 
and  put  it  on  Jofephds  hand,  and  arrayed  him  in  vefi 
tures  of  fine  linen,  and  put  a  gold  chain  about  his  neck  : 
and  he  made  him  to  ride  in  the  fecond  chariot  which  he 
had:  and  they  cried  before  him.  Bow  the  knee :  and  he 
made  him  ruler  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  Pha¬ 
raoh  faid  unto  Jofeph,  I  am  Pharaoh  ;  and  without 
thee  fhall  no  man  lift  up  his  hand  or  foot  in  all  the  land 
of  Egypt. 


IF  it  be  pleafant  to  obferve,  in  particular  inftances, 
the  providence  of  God  juftifying  its  own  procedure,* 
by  relieving  and  vindicating  opprelfed  innocence,  or 
by  precipitating  profperous  guilt  from  its  lofty  feat ; 
what  muff  be  the  fatisfa&ion  and  delight  of  beholding 
the  whole  plan  of  Providence  unfolded,  every ~myfte- 
ry  in  the  divine  conduct  explained,  and  all  the  ways 
of  God  to  men  completely  vindicated  !  A  very  con- 
fiderable  part  of  our  prefent  diftrefs  arifes  from  hait- 
iaefs  and  impatience  of  fpirit.  We  are  for  milling 
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to  the  end  at  once  ;  we  will  not  afford  our  Maker 
and  Ruler  leifure  to  open  his  own  defigns,  to  illus¬ 
trate  his  own  meaning.  We  would  have  the  work  of 
Heaven  performed  in  our  way  ;  we  have  fettled  the 
whole  order  of  things  in  our  own  minds  ;  and  all  is 
wrong  that  ignorance,  fretfulnefs  and  prefumption  are 
pleafed  to  dillike.  Cloudy,  rainy  weather  is  much  lefs* 
agreeable  than  ferenity  j  yet  it  requires  but  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  reflection  to  be  convinced  that  eternal  fun* 
fhine  would  be  the  reverfe  of  a  blefling  to  mankind. 
Now  the  alternate  fucceffion  of  day  and  night,  of  fair 
weather  and  rain,  have  not  greater  beauty  and  utility- 
in  the  world  of  nature,  than  the  fucceffive  lhades  of 
adverfity,  and  fun-beams  of  profperity,  which  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  moral  world. 

Of  this  unceafing  fucceffion  or  mixture,  the  lot  of 
individuals,  the  fortune  of  nations*  the  hate  of  the 
globe,  perhaps  the  fyftem  of  the  univerfe  is  compof- 
ed.  Nothing  is  permitted  to  continue  too  long  :  no 
being  is  fuffered  to  go  too  far  out  of  his  ftation. 
The  balance  eternally  depends  from  the  hand  of  a 
Being  poffeffed  of  infinite  wifdom  ;  and  after  a  few 
flight  vibrations,  the  fcales  fpeedily  bring  each  other 
into  equilibrium  again.  The  fwelling  of  a  wave,  the 
rolling  of  the  fhip,  nay  the  finger  of  a  child  may  for 
a  moment  derange  the  compafs  ;  but  after  trembling 
an  inftant  or  two  from  point  to  point,  immediately 
the  needle  refumes  its  fteady,  dated  northern  direc¬ 
tion. 

If  there  be  in  hiffory  a  paffage,  which  more  than 
another  encourages  us  patiently  and  fubmiffively  to 
wait  for  the  end,  to  follow  and  fubmit  to  the  conduct 
of  Providence,  it  is  the  dory  of  Jofeph  the  fon  of  Ja- 
co  ).  W  a  at  man  or  humanity  would  have  refufed  to 
lend  his  helping  hand  to  refcue  the  innocent  youth 
fiom  the  fury  or  his  unnatural  brothers,  to  pull  him 
up  out  of  the  pit,  and  to  redore  him  to  his  father 
again  ?  Yv  ho  would  not  gladly  have  facrificed  a  part 
01  his  fubdance  to  purchafe  his  releafe  from  Egyptian 
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fervitude  ?  What  friend  to  truth  and  virtue  but  would 
have  rejoiced  to  vindicate  his  chara&er  from  the  vile 
afperfions  of  his  infamous  miftrefs,  and  to  fave  him 
from  undeferved  punifhment  ?  What  heart,  alive  to 
the  feelings  of  gratitude;  but  would  have  feconded 
the  application  of  64  the  chief  butler, ”  for  his  imme¬ 
diate  enlargement  ?  But  all  this  would  have  been 
precipitate,  rafh  and  abfurd.  His  fond  father  himfelf 
could  not  have  conduced  his  favourite  fon  to  the 
honours  which  he  attained,  by  a  way  fo  certain,  fo 
fafe,  and  fo  honourable.  Whether  we  regard  Jofeph 
himfelf,  or  the  interefts  of  his  father's  family,  or  the 
welfare  of  Egypt,  or  the  good  of  the  human  race* 
Providence,  when  we  come  to  the  iffue,  it  is  found, 
has  fecured,  promoted  and  fucceeded  them  all,  in  its 
own  wife  and  gracious  method,  infinitely  better  than 
they  poffibly  could  have  been  by  all  the  fagacity  and 
forefight  of  man. 

By  the  wonderful  fteps  then  which  we  have  feen* 
behold  Jofeph  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  Pharaoh, 
made  lord  over  all  Egypt,  the  lives,  the  conduct,  the 
liberties,  the  property  of  millions  entrufted  to  his  carey 
fubjected  to  his  authority.  Behold  him  married  to.  a 
princefs,  arrayed  in  veftures  of  fine  linen,  a  gold  chain 
about  his  neck,  the  royal  fignet  in  his  hands,  riding 
through  the  land  in  the  fecond  chariot,  while  admir¬ 
ing  nations  bow  the  knee  before  him.  Behold  the 
dream  which  boyifh  vanity,  perhaps,  at  firff  fuggefl- 
ed,  which  fraternal  jealoufy  fo  keenly  reprobated, 
and  fo  fternly  avenged,  which  a  father’s  wifdom  was 
conflrained  to  check  and  reprove,  and  which  incredu¬ 
lity,  no  doubt,  would  treat  as  the  idle  chimera  of  a  dif- 
turbed  imagination,  is  verified  and  brought  to  pais. 
When  we  obferve  fo  many  of  the  important  events- 
of  fofeph’s  life  turning  upon  the  hinge  of  dreams 
and  their  interpretation,  we  are  taught  to  think  re- 
Ipeft fully  of  every  method  by  which  God  is  pleafed  to 
communicate  the  knowledge  of  his  will  to  mankind* 

And,  when  our  own  dreams,  as  they  fometimes  do, 

either 
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either  call  us  to  duty,  or  convince  us  of  fin  ;  when 
they  recal  to  our  memory  what  is  pad,  or  admonilh 
us  of  what  is  to  come,  fo  that  we  may  profit  thereby, 
we  ought  to  confider  them  as  warnings  from  Heaven, 
and  the  voice  of  God.  But  to  attend  to  and  feek  a 
meaning  in  every  wandering  of  a  lleeping  fancy  is 
filly  and  childifh  ;  and  to  fuffer  them,  of  whatever 
complexion  they  be,  to  influence  the  conduct  of  life, 
fo  as  to  induce  us.  to  negleft  our  duty,  to  vex  and 
difquiet  ourfelves,  or  difturb  others,  is  abfurd,  fuperr 
ftitious  and  wicked. 

There  are  three  particulars  in  this  part  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  Jofeph,  which  have  exercifed  the  learning  and 
ingenuity  of  critics  and  commentators.  Firft,  wheth¬ 
er  the  Hebrew  word,  Abrech ,  tranflated  in  our  ver- 
lion,  “  bow  the  knee,”  had  not  better  have  been  ren¬ 
dered,  as  the  word  will  bear,  “  tender  father;”  an 
appellation  defcriptive  of  his  office  and  character  ; 
dignity  and  gentlenefs  united.  Secondly,  it  is  inquir¬ 
ed,  what  is  the  exafl  import  of  the  name  which  Pha¬ 
raoh  gave  to  Jofeph  upon  his  promotion  ?  It  was  cuf- 
tomary  for  eaftern  princes  and  nations  to  diftinguifh 
by  new  titles,  perfons  who  had  rendered  themfelvea 
illuftrious  by  fuperior  abilities,  or  fplendid  and  import¬ 
ant  actions  ;  as  in  the  cafe  pf  Paniel  and  the  three 
other  children  of  the  captivity.  That  which  was 
given  to  Jofeph,  according  to  fome,  is  an  Egyptian 
expreffion  which  fignifies  Saviour  of  the  world,” 
and  this,  if  juft,  conveys  a  high  idea  of  the  importance 
which  the  king  afcribed  to  Jofeph’ s  information  and 
advice.  Others  contend  that  it  fignifies  no  more 
than  “  revealer,  or  expounder  of  fecrets.”  This 
lait  interpretation  has  the  moft  numerous,  perhaps 
the  moft  refpectable  fupport.  The  third  particular 
alluded  to,  involves  in  it  fomething  like  a  cenfure  of 
Jofeph,  as  if,  hurried  away  by  motives  of  ambition 
and  pride,  he  had  been  eager  to  form  an  improper 
and  dangerous  matrimonial  connexion  with  an  idol¬ 
atrous  woman,  nay  the  daughter  of  a  man  who  by 

profeffion, 
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profeffion,  as  prieit  of  On ,  or  Heliopolis,  the  city  of 
the  Sun,  was  concerned  to  fupport  and  promote  an 
idolatrous  worfhip.  The  critics  who  advance  and 
maintain  this  opinion,  reprefent  jofeph  as  a  mere  rime- 
ferving  fycophant,  imbibing  in  a  moment  the  fpirit 
and  manners  of  a  court,  and  facrificing  principle  to 
conveniency.  I  confefs  myfelf  fo  partial  to  this  ami¬ 
able  and  excellent  man,  that  without  hefitation  I  un¬ 
dertake  to  meet  this  charge  ;  and  would  allege  in  his 
behalf,  that,  as  the  Spirit  of  God  no  where  reprehends 
this  conduct,  which  in  cafes  deferving  blame  is  done 
freely  and  without  referve,  fo  we  ought  not,  without 
juft  caufe,  and  perfect  knowledge,  to  find  fault  ; 
Charity  obliging  us  “  to  think  no  evil,”  where  we  can 
think  well;  to  put  the  bell  conduction  on  what  is 
doubtful,  and  to  judge  of  what  is  not  clear  and  explic¬ 
it,  by  that  which  is.  When  I  fee  Providence  bleffing 
this  union  by  the  birth  of  two  fons,  railed  in  procefs 
of  time  to  a  double  rank  of  dignity  and  importance  in 
Ifrael,  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  think  uncharitably  of 
the  union  itfelf,  which  was  the  origin  of  that  bleffing. 
What,  did  Jofeph  acknowledge  God  fo  clofely  in 
every  thing,  even  to  the  very  naming  of  his  children, 
correfpondently  to  the  afpefts  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  towards  him,  and  can  we  fuppofe  he  negle&ed 
God  in  a  matter  of  fo  much  higher  confequence  ?  Let 
me  rather  fay,  and  fay  it  without  referve,  that  the 
piety,  the  chaffity,  the  fidelity,  the  felf-government  of 
Jofeph,  in  flying  from  an  illicit  commerce  with  his 
mafter’s  wife,  w^as  thus  rewarded  of  Heaven  by  a  vir¬ 
tuous  and  lading  union  with  a  chafte  virgin  and  a 
prince’s  daughter.  But  we  dwell  too  long  on  a  vin¬ 
dication,  which  was  perhaps  altogether  unnecefiary. 
To  proceed  : 

Jofeph  has  arrived  at  a  ftation  of  very  high  honour, 
but  it  is  not  to  him  a  poft  of  emolument  and  eaie 
merely  ;  and  I  rejoice  to  fee  the  fame  perfon  who  dil¬ 
igently  and  humanely  ferved  the  goaler  as  a  deputy, 

and  who  faithfully  managed  the  affairs  of  Potiphar  as 
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a  deward,  attentively,  humbly,  indudrioufly  conduc¬ 
ing  the  interefts  of  a  great  king,  and  a  mighty  empire, 
as  a  minider  of  date.  On  which  I  found  an  obferva- 
tion  frequently  made  already,  I  care  not  how  often, 
that  the  fear  of  God  is  the  bed  fecurity  of  a  man’s 
good  behaviour  in  every  fituation  ;  and  that  cc  he  is 
to  be  truded  in  nothing,  who  has  not  a  conlcience  in 
every  thing.” 

Jofeph  was  but  thirty  years  old  when  he  flood  be¬ 
fore  Pharaoh,  feventeen  of  which  he  had  paffed  un¬ 
der  the  wing  of  a  fond  indulgent  parent,  and  the 
other  thirteen,  at  that  period  of  life  when  the  heart  is 
mod  devoted  to  pleafure,  he  had  lingered  away  in  all  the 
variety  of  human  wretchednefs  ;  but  in  all  the  dignity 
of  virtue,  all  the  fuperiority  of  wifdom,  all  the  de¬ 
lights,  pure  and  fublime,  of  true  piety.  And  now,  at 
an  age  when  mod  men  are  only  beginning  to  refleC 
and  act  as  reafonable  beings,  we  fee  him  raifed,  not 
by  accident,  nor  cabal,  nor  petulance,  but  by  undif- 
puted  merit,  to  a  fituation,  which  one  part  of  man¬ 
kind  looks  up  to  with  defire,  another  with  awe,  and  a 
third  with  defpair.  And  happy  was  it  for  Egypt, 
that  ever  this  youth,  this  dranger,  this  Hebrew  was 
fold  for  a  flave  into  its  bofom,  for  “  God  fent  him 
to  fave  much  people  alive.” 

Egypt  gloried  that  ike  was  not,  like  other  countries, 
dependent  on  the  clouds  of  Heaven  for  the  fertility 
of  her  foil,  and  the  exuberance  of  her  crops,  but, 
that  die  derived  her  rich  harveds  from  the  flux  and 
reflux  of  her  own  river.  But  in  vain  had  the  Nile 
arifen  to  the  defired  height  during  feven  fucceflive 
years  of  uncommon  plenteoufnefs,  had  not  the  pro¬ 
phetic  forefight  of  a  Jofeph  taught  both  prince  and 
people  to  take  advantage  of  the  favour  of  Providence, 
and  to  lay  a  good  foundation  for  the  time  to  come. 
Nothing  do  men  fo  much  abufe  as  plenty;  nothing 
do  they  fo  foon  and  fo  fever  el  y  feel  as  want  of  bread. 
Thefe  feven  profperous  years  feem  to  compeniate  to 
Jofeph  all  his  former  ills.  His  honour  is  cleared, 

'  his 
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his  predictions  are  accomplifhed.  What  feldom 
meets,  the  fovereign  and  the  fubject  drive  who  fhall 
exalt  him  mod:  ;  his  domeftic  felicity  keeps  pace  with 
the  public  profperity  ;  confcience  approves  ;  and  God, 
the  great  God,  fmiles.  If  there  be  a  condition  of 
humanity  to  be  defired,  to  be  envied,  it  was  this. 

Shall  I  flop  to  exprefs  a  wonder,  that  during  all 
this  period,  with  all  the  power  of  Pharaoh  in  his  hand, 
with  a  heart  fo  tender,  and  a  fpirit  fo  dutiful,  he 
fhould  make  no  attempt  to  convey  to  the  wretched 
old  man  in  Canaan,  intelligence  concerning  his  pref- 
ervation  and  his  prefent  condition.  But  I  check 
myfelf,  when  I  confider  that  the  whole  was  of  the 
Lord  of  Hods,  “  who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and 
excellent  in  working.5* 

It  is  worth  while  to  obferve,  how  the  flyle  of 
fcripture  is  adapted  to  experience,  and  the  nature  ' 
of  things.  Years  of  tranquillity  and  fuccefs  glide 
away  imperceptibly ;  but  every  moment  of  pain  is 
obferved  and  felt,  as  it  halts  along.  Accordingly, 
the  hiftory  of  feven  profperous  and  abundant  years 
is  difpatched  in  a  fentence  or  two  ;  whereas  feven 
years  of  famine,  as  they  were  more  fenfibly  felt  in 
their  progrefs,  fo  they  afford  more  abundant  materi¬ 
als  to  the  pen  of  the  hiftorian  ;  and  the  detail  is 
lengthened  out  to  the  reader,  as  the  diftrefs  was  to 
the  unhappy  fufferers.  Little  do  we  think  of  this 
in  the  days  of  health,  and  eafe  and  joy;  and  there¬ 
fore  little  thankful  are  we  to  God  for  our  multipli¬ 
ed  comforts.  To  inftrufl  us  in  their  value,  he  is 
conflrained  to  put  forth  his  hand,  and  either  to 
withdraw  or  to  mar  them  ;  and  we  awaken,  alas 
too  late,  to  a  fenfe  of  our  obligations  to  an  indul¬ 
gent  Providence !  The  feven  years  of  famine  are 
now  commenced,  and  the  honour  of  Jofeph’s  fagac- 
ity  is  eftablifhed,  but  by  a  very  different  proof. 
When  either  the  promifes  or  the  threatening^  of 
the  word  are  fulfilled,  we  have  equally  a  demom 
ftration  of  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God  :  ven¬ 
erable 
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,  erable  when  he  bleffes,  and  venerable  when  he  pun- 

*  ifhes  a  guilty  world.  Happy  the  prince,  who,  cir- 
cumftanced  like  Pharaoh,  can  roll  the  caies  and  anx¬ 
ieties  of  government  upon  a  minifter  of  ability  and 
integrity  like  Jofeph.  Happy  the  people,  governed 
by  a  ruler,  who,  himfelf  educated  in  the  fchool  of  af¬ 
fliction,  has  learned  to  fuccour  the  diftreffed. 

The  beginning  and  progrefs  of  fcarcity  is  deferib- 
ed  in  this  part  of  the  facred  hiftory  with  wonderful 
exaftnefs  and  energy.  It  reprefents  men  firft  parting 
cheerfully  with  their  money  for  food.  By  and  by 
they  are  reduced  to  part  with  their  lands,  their  hope 
and  fecurity,  for  years  to  come,  in  exchange  for  the 
fubftftence  of  a  day.  And,  at  length,  reluctantly  and 
flow,  we  behold  them  furrendering  liberty  itfelf  for 
the  fupport  of  life. 

The  neighbouring  nations  feel,  with  Egypt,  the 
rod  of  God's  anger  ;  but  every  neighbouring  nation 
is  not  bleffed  with  a  jofeph,  capable  of  forefeeing  the 
evil,  and  of  applying  the  remedy.  Canaan,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  others,  is  vifited  with  the  general  calamity  ; 
and  Jacob,  who  lived  there,  Jacob,  the  heir  of  the 
promife,  is  ready  to  perifh  with  his  family  for  lack  of 
food.  But  he  ill  underftands  the  promifes,  and  the 
power  of  God,  who,  under  the  preffure  of  any  afflic¬ 
tion,  trufts  to  a  miracle  for  relief,  when  honeli  and 
lawful  means  are  in  his  power. 

After  an  interval  of  more  than  thirteen  years,  we 
reviftt  poor  Jacob’s  melancholy  habitation,  and  find 
him  what  he  was  from  the  beginning,  “  a  man  of  for- 
rows  and  acquainted  with  grief.”  Behold  a  wound 
which  time  could  not  cure,  feftering  in  his  bofom. 
Behold  him  finking  into  the  grave  under  a  load  which 
reafon  could  not  alleviate,  nor  religion  itfelf  totally 
remove.  His  family  indeed,  greatly  increafed  by  a 
multiplicity  of  grandchildren  •+  but  that  great  bleftjng 
embittered  and  converted  into  a  curfe,  by  the  dreadful 
preffure  of  famine.  What  a  difmal  condition  !  Chil¬ 
dren  crying  for  bread,  and  none  to  give  them  ;  the 

wretched 
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,wi  etched  parents  looking  at  their  perifhing  offspring, 
ana  then  at  one  another  in  filent  aflonifhment  and 
delpair.  Conlcience,  which  had  probably  flept  qui- 
cd\  in  better  days,  would  now,  no  doubt,  awaken  the 
bitter  memory  of  guilt  long  pad,  and  which  they  had 
endeavoured  .to  forget.  The  fight  of  their  own  chil¬ 
dren  ready  to  die  of  hunger,  could  not  but  revive  the 
dreadful  recollection  of  the  time,  when,  in  cold  blood, 

they  refolved  to  ft arve  a  brother,  an  innocent  brother, 
to  death. 

In  Jacob  hrmfelf,  we  behold  a  moving  and  inltruc- 
u ye  picture  of  every  child  of  God,  and  of  that  church 
whereof  he  was  then  the  living  head  and  reprefenta- 
dve,  “  troubled  on  every  fide,  yet  not  diftreffed  ;  per¬ 
plexed,  but  not  in  delpair  ;  perfecuted,  but  not  for- 
faken  ;  caft  down,  but  not  deftroyedf *  He  cc  heard 
tnere  was  corn  in  Egypt.*?  He  had  filver  and  gold 
in  abundance.  IDefpondency  was  only  adding  to  the 
evil ;  he  therefore  roufes  his  aftoriihed  fons  from  their 
lethargy  and  dejection,  and  propofes  a  journey  into 
Egypt  to  buy  food.  There  is  no  neceffity  fo  cogent 
as  that  of  eating.  It  eagerly  catches  therefore  at 
every  profped  of  relief,  believes  things  incredible, 
attempts  things  impoffible.  The  ten  elder  fons  of 
Jacob  therefore,  let  out  for  the  land  of  Egypt  on  this 
errand,  and  into  Egypt  they  came. 

On  making  the  neceffary  inquiries  refpefting  the 
purchetfe  of  corn,  they  are  directed,  as  all  buyers, 
both  natives  and  foreigners  wrere,  to  jofeph  ;  without 
whom  “  no  man  lifted  up  his  hand  or  his  foot  in  all 
the  land.”  The  change  produced  in  a  youth  of  feven- 
teen,  by  the  addition  of  thirteen  years-  ;  his  new 
name,  his  drefs,  language  and  manners  ;  his  high  fta- 
tion  and  his  Irately  demeanor,  have  effectually  dif- 
guifed  their  brother  from  their  knowledge  ;  and 
Providence  determined  to  bate  them  not  a  fingle  iota 
of  the  humiliation  predicted  by  the  dreams,  proftrates 
their  ten  Iheaves  before  the  fhcaf  of  Jofeph,”  lev- 
ds  the  ten  proud  fpirits  at  their  unknown  brothers 

feet. 
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feet.  Want  makes  men  wonderfully  fubmiiTive  and 
complying:  and  they  who  fight  againft  God  will 
fooner  or  later  find  themfelves  dreadfully  over-match- 
ed.  Unknown  by  them,  they  ftand  well  known  and 
confeffed  to  him.  At  fight  of  them  natural  afleftion 
refumes  its  empire  in  his  heart,  and  the.  tide  which 
had  long  forgotten  to  flow,  now  ruflies  impetuoully 
from  its  fource.  He  beholds  ten  \  but  where  are  the 
two,  more  beloved  and  endeared  than  all  the  left?  It 
is  impoflible  to  conceive,  much  more  to  deictibe,  the 
emotions  of  Jofeph’s  foul  on  hearing  tidings  of  his 
father’s  family  :  to  learn  that  his  dear,  his  tender 
parent  was  Rill  in  the  land  of  the  living  ;  furviving  lo 
long  mifery  io  dreadful  ;  that  this  dear  brother,  his 
own  mother’s  Ion,  was  alive  wdth  him  alio,  and  in 
health.  The  fovereignty  of  Egypt  I  am  perluaded 
never  yielded  him  fatisfabtion  half  io  fincere. 

The  fingiilarity  of  his  fituatipn  evidently  fuggefted 
to  jofeph  the  experiment  which  he  now  refoived  to 
make  of  the  temper  and  character  of  his  brothers.; 
and  particularly  of  their  difpofition  in  an  hour  of  tri¬ 
al,  toward  their  father  and  Benjamin.  I  cannot  fup- 
pofe  him  for  a  moment  actuated  by  fentiments  of  re¬ 
venge.  Had  he  been  under  the  influence,  of  fuch  a 
pafiion,  the  means  of  gratification  were  certainly  mod 
amply  in  his  power.  But  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
conduct  fiiews  that  he  was  governed  by  a  very  dilter- 
ent  fpirit ;  his  feverity  is  altogether  aflefted,  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  carry  on  the  defign  which  he  had  formed  ;  and 
the  peculiarity  of  his  behaviour  toward  lome  of  the 
brothers,  is  to  be  afcribed  to  fome  peculiar  circum- 
ftanees  in  the  hiftory  of  the  family,  which  the  facred 
penman  has  not  thought  proper  to  record.  Some 
rigid  critics,  however,  while  they  acquit  Jofeph  of  cru¬ 
elty  and  revenge,  feverely  accufe  him  of  impiety  and 
profanity  in  fvvearing,  and  fwearing  repeatedly,  u  by 
the  life  of  Pharaoh,”  and  that,  to  a  charge,  which 
he  well  knew  not  to  be  founded  in  fa£t.  It  is  no[ 
our-  defign  to  undertake  a  j unification  of  Jofeph  in 
w  •  every 
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e^ery  particular.  What  charafter  can  (land  through¬ 
out  the  teffc  of  a  rigid  examination  ?  Sacred  hiftory 
exhibits  men  jult  as  they  are,  not  what  they  ought  in 
all  reipecls  to  be.  Dark  fpots  are  moil  eafily  difcern- 
ed  in  the  whiteft  garments,  and  foul  blemiflies  in  the 
faired  reputations.  Eut  let  no  fanftity  of  chara&er 
prefume  to  Ihelter  the  flighted  deviation  from  the  path 
of  God’s  commandment.  No  ;  the  fmalled  fin,  if  any 
fm  be  fmall,  is  a  degradation  and  difgrace  to  the  mod 
ianCfified  and  exalted  character. 

While  Joieph,  the  better  to  conceal  himfelf,  talks 
and  a<ds  like  a  true  Egyptian,  God  employs  his  affect¬ 
ed  dernnefs  and  feyerity  to  awaken  the  flumbering 
confluences  of  his  brothers,  and  to  flhew  the  fons  of 
Jacob  to  themfelves,  Treated  as  fpies,  roughly 
ipoken  to,  their  mod  folemn  protections  difregarded, 
put  in  prifon  and  bound— their  treatment  of  Jofeph 
in  the  evil  day  which  put  him  in  their  powTer,  rufhes 
upon  their  memory,  in  all  its  guilt  and  horror,  and 
they  mutually  upbraid  and  reproach  each  other  with 
their  barbarity,  “  faying  one  to  another,  We  are 
verily  guilty  concerning  our  brother,  in  that  we  faw 
the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  when  he  beflought  us,  and  we 
would  not  hear  :  therefore  is  this  didrefls  come  upon 
us.  And  Reuben  anflwered  them,  faying.  Spake  I 
not  unto  you,  faying,  do  not  fm  againflt  the  child,  and 
ye  would  not  hear  ?  Therefore,  behold  alfo,  his  blood 
is  required.”* 

This  mutual  and  felf-accufation  excites  in  the  tender 
heart  of  Jofeph,  emotions  which  he  is  unable  to  con¬ 
ceal.  Hearing  himfeif  mentioned  with  fo  much 
tendernefs  and  regret,  by  perfons  once  fo  cruel,  and 
in  a  language  which  he  had  been  long  unaccuftomed 
to  hear,  the  pretended  Egyptian  becomes  in  lpite  of 
himfelf  a  real  Ifraelite  ;  his  bofom  fwells,  his  vifage 
warms,  the  tear  ftarts  to  his  eye.  To  prevent  a  prema¬ 
ture  difcovery,  he  is  conftrained  to  retire  and  recom- 
pofe  himfelf.  He  returns  and  renews  the  conversation, 

and 
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and  again  affuming  the  Lord  of  Egypt,  fets  nine  at 
liberty,  binds  Simeon  before  their  eyes,  and  commits 
him  to  clofe  confinement*  as  a  hoftage  for  their  return, 
together  with  Benjamin  their  brother.  He  then  dif- 
mifles  them  loaded  with  corn  for  their  families,  and 
provifion  for  the  way :  having  fecretly  given  orders 
to  his  fteward,  in  making  up  the  bags  of  corn,  to  de- 
pofit  each  man’s  money  in  the  mouth  of  his  refpeftive 
lack.  This  was  not  difcovered  till  they  were  confid- 
erably  advanced  on  their  journey  homeward  ;  when 
one  undoing  his  fack  to  give  his  afs  provender,  ob- 
ferved  his  money  in  his  lack’s  mouth.  Upon  their 
arrival  in  Canaan,  the  fame  thing  is  found  to  have 
happened  to  them  all.  Comparing  this  fingularly 
ftrange  circumftance  with  the  reft  of  their  eventful 
journey  to  Egypt,  they  difcern  the  hand  of  God  in  it, 
and  obferving  fuch  an  unaccountable  mixture  of  flat¬ 
tering  and  of  mortifying  events,  they  remain,  upon 
the  whole,  perplexed  and  confounded..  When  the 
mind  is  fore,  and  the  confcience  ferioufly  alarmed, 
difpenfations  of  every  complexion,  both  mercy  and 
judgment,  are  viewed  with  a  fearful  eye.  When 
we  know  we  are  deferving  of  punifnment,  every 
thing  becomes  a  punifliinent  to  us,  either  felt  or 
feared. 

Arid  now  again,  the  unhappy  father  reckoning  his 
long  expected  fons,  as  they  arrive,  finds  their  number 
short  by  one.  “  Simeon  too  is  not ;”  and  the  ac¬ 
count  given  of  his  abfence,  inftead  of  pouring  balm 
into  the  wound,  is  “  as  vinegar  upon  nitre.”  jo¬ 
feph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,”  and  Benjamin  is  de¬ 
manded.  To  recover  what  he  has  loft,  he  mult  rilk 
ft  ill  more.  Simeon  is  not  what  he  fhotild  be,  but  his 
kind  forgiving  hither  cannot  think  of  giving  him  up, 
worthlefs  as  he  is.  To  lofe  a  pious,  promifing  child 
by  death,  is  painful :  but  the  death  of  a  thoughtlefs, 
gracelefs  profligate,  to  a  parent  of  piety  and  fenfibilitj 
is  much  worfe.  We  fee  the  diftrelfed  old  man  put- 
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ting  oil,  and  dill  putting  off  the  evil  day.  He  has 
more  than  one  reafon  for  fparing  the  corn  which  had 
been  brought  from  fuch  a  diftance,  and  procured  at 
inch  a  rifk.  Before  a  frefh  fupply  can  be  obtained, 
and  Simeon  reftored,  “  the  fon  of  his  right  hand” 
muft  be  furrendered,  Benjamin  mull  be  taken  away  ; 
and  the  thought  of  this  plants  a  dagger  in  his  heart* 
But  the  famine  continues,  neceffity  preffes,  and  a  fec- 
oncl  pilgrimage  mull  be  undertaken.  The  account 
of  it,  however,  mull  for  the  prefent  be  deferred. 
The  hiilory  fwells  upon  us,  and  we  fhall  rather  entreat 
your  patient  attention  to  another  Ledlure  on  the  iub- 
ject,  than  haden  over  a  dory  fo  much  calculated  at 
once  to  pleafe  and  to  indraft*  But  behold  a  greater 
than  jofeph  is  here. 

Behold  jefus,  “for  the  differing  of  death,”  “highly 
exalted,”  diilinguilhed  by  “  a  name  that  is  above  eve¬ 
ry  name,”  “  that  at  the  name  of  jefus  every  knee 
fhould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven*,  and  things  in  earth, 
and  things  under  the  earth,  and  that  every  tongue 
fhould  confefs  that  Jefus  Chrid  is  Lord  to  the  glory 
of  God  the  Father.”  #  “  All  power  is  given  unto  me 

in  heaven  and  in  earth.”!  “  The  Father  himfelf 
judgeth  no  man:  but  hath  committed  all  judgment 
unto  the  Son.  That  all  men  fhould  honour  the  Son, 
eren  as  they  honour  the  Father.  He  that  honour eth 
not  the  Son,  honoureth  not  the  Father  which  hath 
lent  him.”];  “  I  am  the  bread  of  life  that  came  down 

from  heaven,  that  a  man  may  eat  thereof,  and  not 
die.  1  am  the  living  bread,  which  came  down  from 
heaven  :  if  any  man  eat  oi  this  bread  he  fhall  live  ror- 
ever  :  and  the  bread  that  I  will  give  is  my  flefh, 
which  I  will  give  lor  the  life  of  the  world.”  §  “  He 

that  cometh  unto  me  fhall  never  hunger  :  and  he  that 
believeth  on  me  fhall  never  third.  All  that  the 
Father  giveth  me  fhall  come  to  me  :  and  him  that 

cometh 
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§  John  vi.  50,  51. 


Lect.  XIII. 


Hi/lcry  of  Jofeph.  'P]$ 

eometh  to  ine  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out.”*  “  Ho, 
every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and 
-  he  that  hath  no  money  :  come  ye,  buy,  and  eat ;  yea, 
come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  with¬ 
out  price.”!  u  It  hath  pleafed  the  Father,  that  in 
him  fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell:”!  cc  and  of  his  fulnels 
have  all  ye  received,  and  grace  for  grace.”  My 
flefh  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed.” § 
46  Your  fathers  found  corn  in  Egypt.”  “  Your  fa¬ 
thers  did  eat  manna  in  the  wildernefs  and  are  dead, 
but  he  that  eateth  of  this  bread  Jhall  live  forever.” 

Whofo  eateth  my  flefh,  and  drinketh  my  blood, 
hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raife  him  up  the  laffc 
day.”j|  “Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none 
elfe.”^T  64  Bleffed  are  they  that  fhall  eat  bread  in  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  “  Many  fhall  come  from  the  eaft 
and  weft,  and  fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”**  “  In  my 
Father’s  houfe  are  many  manfions ;  if  it  were  not  fo, 
I  would  have  told  you  ;  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepafe  a  place  for  you,  I  will 
come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where 
I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo.”f  t  “  In  thofe  days,  and 
in  that  time,  faith  the  Lord,  the  children  of  Ifrael 
fhall  come,  they,  and  the  children  of  Judah  together, 
going,  and  weeping  :  they  fhall  go,  and  feek  the  Lord 
their  God.  They  fhall  afk  the  way  to  Zion  with 
their  faces  thitherward,  faying,  Come,  and  let  us  join 
ourfelves  to  the  Lord,  in  a  perpetual  covenant  that 
fhall  not  be  forgotten.”!  J  “  Ye  are  they  which  have 
continued  with  me  in  my  temptations.  And  I  appoint 
unto  you  a  kingdom,  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  un¬ 
to  me  :  that  ye  may  eat  and  drink  at  my  table  in  my 
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of  Ifrael.5  J#  cc  Eat,  O  friends,  drink,  yea  drink  abun¬ 
dantly,  O  beloved.”  u  He  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will 
in  no  wife  call  out.”  '  ic  Thefe  things  have  I  fpoken 
unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace  :  In  the 
world  ye  {hall  have  tribulation  $  but  be  of  good  cheer^ 
I  have  overcome  the  world.”  f 

*  Luke  xxiL  2  $—30*  f  John  xvi*  35* 
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LECTURE  XIV. 

GENESIS  Xlv.  3,  4,  5* 

And  Jofeph  faid  unto  his  brethren b  I  am  Jofeph  ;  doth 
my  father  yet  live  ?  And  his  brethren  could  not  anfwer 
him  :  for  they  were  troubled  at  his  prefence.  And  Jo¬ 
feph  faith  unto  his  brethren ,  Come  near  to  me ,  I  pray 
you  :  and  they  came  near  ;  and  he  faid ,  I  am  Jofeph 
your  brother  ,  whom  ye  fold  into  Egypt.  Now  therefore  be 
not  grieved  nor  angry  with  yourfelves ,  that  ye  fold  me 
hither :  for  God  did  fend  me  hither  before  you  to  preferve 
life. 

T HE  produftions  of  human  power  and  fkill  afford 
but  an  imperfect  and  fliort-lived  pleafure.  The  de¬ 
light  of  the  artill  himfelf  is  over  long  before  his  work 
is  completed,  and  the  wonder  of  the  fpeclator  lafts 
only  till  he  is  let  into  the  fecret,  and  admitted  behind 
the  feenes.  It  is  not  fo  with  the  works  of  God* 
When  the  mighty  fabric  of  the  univerfe  was  finifhed, 
God  furveyed  his  work  with  perfect  complacency  and 
fatisfaftion,  for  “  behold  it  was  all  very  good.”  And 
fuch,  to  this  day,  it  appears  in  the  eye  of  every  behold¬ 
er.  No  frequency  of  contemplation,  no  clofenefs  of 
infpe£tion,  no  keennefs  of  inveftigation,  or  fuccefs  in 
dilcovery,  ever  bring  on  wearinefs  or  difguft.  The 
eye  is  eternally  delighted  with  the  magnificence  and 
fplendour  of  the  azure  vault,  with  the  verdure  and 
variety  of  the  fertile  earth.  The  mufic  of  the  grove 
never  fails  to  charm  the  liftening  ear  ;  the  perfume 
breathed  from  u  the  flower  and  the  Ihrub,  and  the 
Vql.  II*  M  tree*” 
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tree,”  never  palls  upon  the  fenfe.  The  whole  order, 
harmony,  majefty  and  beauty  of  nature,  forever  afton- 
ifh,  compofe,  elevate,  inform  and  inftruft  the  louk 
The  fame  may,  with  truth,  be  faid  of  the  word  of 
God.  What  human  compofition  fo  exquifite  as  al¬ 
ways  to  pleafe  ?  What  human  compofition  have  we 
patience  to  turn  over  a  tenth  or  a  twentieth  time  ?  The 
ftores  of  human  wifdom  are  quickly  exhaufted  *,  the 
eye  fpeedily  reaches  forward  to  the  end  of  created 
perfection.  But  though  the  charm  of  novelty  may 
have  puffed  away,  though  memory  may  have  ftored 
itfelf  with  the  very  words,  and  the  heart  have  felt  the 
imprefhon  a  thouland  and  a  thotuand  times,  yet  the 
beauty,  the  force,  the  excellency,  the  importance  of 
fcripture  compofition  remain  in  undiminilhed  luftre. 
That  fun  in  the  firmament  of  grace,  which  has  irradi¬ 
ated,  cheered  and  blelfed  ages  and  generations  paid,  is 
alfo  our  light  and  our  glory,  and  fhall,  with  unimpair¬ 
ed  ftrength,with  unconfined  liberality, diffufe  light, and 
life,  and  joy  to  the  final  confummation  of  all  things. 

If  ferious  minds  be  difpofed  to  think  thus  of  fcrip¬ 
ture  in  general,  all  perfons  of  fenfxbility  and  tafle  will, 
I  am  perfuaded,  agree  in  forming  inch  a  judgment  of 
the  hiftory  of  jofeph  in  particular.  The  unlettered 
man  and  the  fcholar  *  the  child  and  the  grown  man 
the  ingenious  and  the  fimple  ;  the  believer  and  the 
infidel  ;  Greek  and  Jew,  have  m  all  ages  admit  ed,  de¬ 
lighted  in,  and  edified  by  a  ftory,  which,  clothed  with 
all  the  graces  of  eloquence,  exhibits  the  moft  uncom¬ 
mon,  furprifing,  aflefting  and  important  events  ;  and 
conveys  the  purefl  and  fubiimeft  leffons  of  piety  and 

morality.  .  #  . 

The  famine  continued  to  rage  with  unrelenting  ic- 

verity  in  Egypt  and  the  countries  adjacent,  and  dire 
indeed  muft  have  been  the  preiiure  of  that  calamity, 
which  compelled  a  father,  tender  and  alFe&onate  like 
Jacob,  after  lofing  two  fons  by  a  feroke  heavier  than 
that  of  death,  to  part  with  his  youngeft,  darling  hope. 


at  the  rife  of  never  feeing  him  mo 
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that  plague  which  can  force  a  fond  mother  to  devour 
her  own  child  for  food  !  Let  this  awful  reflection,  in 
a  year  of  fcarcity,  and  at  a  feafon  of  wafte  and  luxu¬ 
ry,*  check  profufion,  awaken  our  compaffion  to  the 
poor  and  wretched,  and  temper  our  joy.  The  old 
man  yields  up  his  Benjamin,  as  if  his  own  body  were 
difmembering  limb  by  limb.  66  If  it  mult  be  fo  now” 
66  take  your  brother,  and  arife,  go  again  unto  the  man* 
And  God  Almighty  give  you  mercy  before  the  man, 
that  he  may  fend  away  your  other  brother,  and  Ben¬ 
jamin.  If  I  be  bereaved  of  my  children,  I  am  be¬ 
reaved.”! 

With  double  money  in  their  hands,  then,  with  a 
prefent  confiding  of  the  choice!!  productions  of  Ca¬ 
naan,  for  the  governor  of  Egypt,  and  with  the  heart 
and  foul  of  their  aged  father  in  their  cuftody,  they 
fet  out  on  a  fecond  pilgrimage  to  buy  food.  What 
is  a  land  producing  46  balm,  honey,  fpices,  myrrh, 
nuts,  and  almonds,”  compared  to  a  land  of  corn  ! 
What  worthlefs  things  are  gold  and  filver  compared 
to  bread.  If  our  own  country  be  lefs  fertile  in  the 
wine  and  oil,  the  drugs  and  perfumes,  the  gems  and 
gold  of  other  regions,  it  is  more  abundantly  produc¬ 
tive  of  the  ftaff  and  the  protection  of  life, — the  44  fine!! 
of  the  wheat,”  the  oak  more  firm  and  durable  than 
.cedar,  and  iron  more  precious  than  rubies. 

Their  arrival  being  announced  to  Jofeph,  and  his 
brother  Benjamin  appearing  with  the  reft ;  Benjamin, 
whom  having  parted  with  a  child,  he  could  not  have 
known,  but  from  the  company  in  which  he  was  found, 
he  gives  orders  to  make  preparation  for  a  great  enter¬ 
tainment  in  honour  of  thefe  ftrangers.  The  men 
were  not  more  diftrefled  at  the  harfhnefs  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  which  they  met  with  at  firft,  than  they  are  per¬ 
plexed  and  confounded  at  the  exceihve  kindnefs  and 
hofpitality  of  their  prefent  reception  ;  for  an  ill  con¬ 
science  is  ever  timid  and  fufpicious.  Againft  the  time 
©t  Jofeph’s  arrival  they  make  ready  their  prefent,  and 
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being  admitted  into  his  prefence,  they  again  prolira  te 
themfelves  to  the  earth  before  him.  In  vain  do  men 
fet  themfelves  to  counteract  the  decrees  of  Heaven. 

After  the  cuflomary  falutations,  with  a  mixture  of 
anxiety  and  hope,  he  inquires  after  the  life  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  their  father,  and,  to  his  inexpreffible  fatisfac- 
tion,  learns  that  he  was  alive  and  in  health.  But  the 
fight  of  Benjamin  awakens  too  many  tender  recollec¬ 
tions  to  be  refilled,  too  many  fond  ideas  to  be  fup- 
preffed.  The  premature  lofs  of  their  common  parent, 
the  partial  affeCtion  of  their  kind  father,  the  prefent 
anxiety  and  diltrefs  of  the  venerable  man,  his  own. 
ftrange  eventful  hiltory,  Benjamin’s  tender  youth,  his 
diftance  from  home,  his  feparation  from  paternal  care 
and  protection,  his  expofednefs  to  dangers  which  had 
almoft  proved  fatal  to  himfelf ;  all,  ail  rulh  upon  his 
mind  at  once,  and  excite  emotions  too  powerful  to  be 
concealed.  He  is  obliged  to  retire  in  order  to  throw 
a  veil  over  thofe  feelings  which  mult  have  betrayed 
him  ;  and  gives  vent  to  his  heart  in  fecret.  Having 
recompofed  himfelf,  he  returns  to  the  company,  and, 
refuming  the  Egyptian,  commands  the  entertainment 
to  be  ferved  up.  Three  tables  are  fet  out,  one  for 
himfelf  apart,  as  governor  of  the  country  ;  another 
for  his  guefts,  by  themfelves  ;  and  a  third  for  the 
Egyptians  of  his  houfehokt,  or  fuch  as  might  be  invit¬ 
ee?  on  the  occafion.  For  the  Egyptians,  either  from 
religious  fcruples,  or  political  pride  and  averfion,  ab¬ 
horred  a  communication  with  other  nations  in  con¬ 
vivial  or  facred  entertainments. 

And  here  was  prefented  a  frelh  fource  of  wonder 
to  the  fons  of  Jacob.  By  Jofeph’s  direction  they  are 
arranged  at  table  in  the  exaCt  order  of  their  birth, 
without  inquiry  or  information*  T  his,  in  connexion 
with  the  account  which  it  behoved  them  to  have 
heard  concerning  fuch  an  extraordinary  perfon,  mult 
have  conveyed  to  them  an  idea  of  a  fagacity  altogeth¬ 
er  preternatural.  Nor  would  their  furprife  be  di- 
minilhed  by  the  diltinguilhed  mark  of  refpeCt  lhewn 
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to  their  youngeft  brother ;  for  the  mefs  fent  from 
the  governor’s  table  to  him,  was  “  five  times”  the 
quantity  of  any  of  the  reft ;  and  it  was  thus  that  in 
ancient  times,  among  ealtern  nations,  fuperior  def¬ 
erence  and  efleem  were  expreffed.  However,  the 
increafing  feflivity  of  the  banquet  gradually  dillipated 
all  their  terrors.  “  They  drank  and  were  merry.” 
The  Hebrew  word  unqueftionably  infinuates  that 
they  drank  to  excefs,  It  is  natural  for  men  to  rufh 
from  one  extreme  to  another,  and  it  is  not  improba¬ 
ble  that  Jofeph  threw  this  temptation  in  their  way, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  more  thorough  infight  into  their 
temper  and  character,  by  obferving  them  attentively, 
in  a  fituation  when  the  heart  overflows,  and  the 
tongue  conceals  and  difguifes  nothing.  Whatever 
be  in  this,  he  is  preparing  a  trial  for  them  more  fevere 
than  any  which  they  had  as  yet  experienced,  and 
which  in  fome  meafure  .eompenfated  the  anguifh  they 
had  occafioned  to  their  father,  when  they  impreffed 
him  with  the  belief  of  his  fon’s  death. 

Loaded  with  civilities,  provided  with  a  fupply  of 
corn  for  their  ftarviijg  families,  Simeon  reltored, 
Benjamin  not  detained  ;  they  fet  out  on  their  jour¬ 
ney  to  Canaan,  with  a  merry  heart,  talking  one  to 
another  of  the  ftrange  things  which  had  come  to  pafs. 
But  fcarcely  are  they  got  clear  of  the  city  when  they 
are  purfued  and  overtaken  by  Jofeph’s  fteward,  charg¬ 
ing  them  with  theft,  and  commanding  them  inftant- 
ly  to  return  to  his  matter  to  anfwer  for  it. 

With  terror  and  aftonifhment,  though  in  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  innocence,  they  deny  the  charge,  and  rea- 
fon  upon  the  improbability  of  it.  Search  is  made 
among  their  fluff  for  the  goods  alleged  to  be  ftolen  ; 
ten  are  acquitted  with  honour,  and  they  are  juft  be¬ 
ginning  to  exuit  m  the  detected  falfehood  of  fuch  a 
fcanaalous  imputation,  when,  to  their  utter  confulion, 
Jofeph’s  cup  was  found  in  Benjamin’s  fack.  Over¬ 
whelmed  with  fhanie  and  terror,  they  are  again  con¬ 
ducted  to  his  prefence.  I  he  crime  is  proved.  To 
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deny  it  were  vain,  to  excufe  it  nugatory  and  ab- 
furd  ;  and  to  account  for  it  it  is  impoflible. 

Judah,  who  had  been  the  moft  urgent  with  his 
father  to  fend  Benjamin,  and  had  foiemnly  pledged 
himfelf  for  his  fafe  return,  feels  himlelf  now  called 
forth  :  and,  in  a  ftrain  of  the  moft  pathetic  eloquence 
that  ever  flowed  from  an  aching  heart,  attempts  not 
to  extenuate  or  exculpate,  but  to  raife  compaflion, 
and  to  obtain  mercy.  The  piece  is  of  exquiftte 
beauty  and  elegance,  and,  being  in  every  one’s 
hands,  may  be  re-perufed  at  your  leifure.  The 
Jewifh  writers  take  delight  in  dwelling  upon,  and 
expanding  it.  Philo  in  particular,  in  his  treatife  en¬ 
titled,  “Jofeph,”  has  given  aparaphrafe  of  this  fpeech 
of  Judah,  which  poffeffes  wonderful  elegance  and  pro¬ 
priety  of  expreflion,  and  force  or  thought.  Some 
of  you,  perhaps,  may  not  be  difpleafed  with  having 
an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  diftuiiye,  laboured 
eloquence  or  the  paraphraft,  with  tne  energetic  fim- 
plicity  of  the  facrd  text.  The  former  puts  into 
Judah’s  mouth  the  following  addrefs. 

u  When  we  appeared,  Sir,  before  you  the  fir  ft 
time,  we  anfwered  without  referve,  and  according 
to  the  ftricfeft  truth,  all  the  queftions  which  you 
were  plealed  to  put  to  us  concerning  our  family. 
We  acquainted  you,  that  we  had  a  ratner  heavily  la¬ 
den  with  years,  but  ftill  more  heavily  with  misfor¬ 
tunes  ;  a  father,  whofe-  whole  life  had  been  one 
continued  ftruggle  with  aclverfity.  W e  added  that 
v/e  had  a  brother  peculiarly  dear  to  him,  as  the 
children  born  towards  the  end  of  their  life,  generally 
are  to  old  men,  and  who  is  the  only  one  remaining 
of  his  mother  ;  his  brother  having  come  in  eai  ly 
youth  to  a  moft  tragical  end.  You  commanded  us, 
as  the  proof  of  our  veracity  and  innocence,  to  bring 
that  brother  unto  you,  and  your  command  was  de¬ 
livered  with  fuch  threatemngs,  that  the  terror  of 
them  accompanied  us  all  the  way  back  to  our  coumii , 

and  embittered  the  remainder  of  our  journey.  We 

reported 
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reported  every  thing  minutely  to  our  father,  as  you 
directed  us.  Refolutely  and  long,  he  refufed  to  en- 
truft  us  with  the  care  of  that  child.  Love  fuggefted 
a  thoufand  caufes  of  apprehenfion  upon  his  account. 
He  loaded  us  with  the'  bitterefl  reproaches  for  hav¬ 
ing  declared  that  we  had  another  brother.  Subdued 
by  the  famine,  he  at  length  reluctantly  contented ; 
and  putting  his  beloved  ion,  this  unhappy  youth,  in¬ 
to  our  hands,  conjured  us  by  every  dear,  every  aw¬ 
ful  name,  to  guard  with  tendernefs  his  precious  life, 
and  as  we  would  not  lee  him  expire  before  oiu  e)  cs 
in  anguiih  and  defpair,  to  bring  him  back  in  fafety. 
He  parted  with  him  as  with  a  limb  torn  from  his 
own  body  ;  and  in  an  agony  of  grief  inexpreffible,  de¬ 
plored  the  dreadful  neceflity  which  feparated  him 
from  a  fon,  on  whom  all  the  happinefs  of  his  life  de¬ 
pended.  How  then  can  we  appear  before  a  father 
of  fuch  delicate  fenfibility  ?  With  what  eyes  (hall 
we  dare  to  look  upon  him,  unlefs  we  carry  back 
with  us  this  fon  of  his  right  hand,  this  flail  of  his 
old  age,  whom  alas  you  have  condemned  to  flave- 
ry  ?  The  good  old  man  will  expire  in  horrors 
dreadful  to  nature,  as  foon  as  he  fhall  find  that  his 
fon  is  not  with  us.  Our  enemies  will  infult  over 
us  under  thefe  misfortunes,  and  treat  us  as  the  moft 
infamous  cf  parricides.  I  muff  appear  to  the  world, 
and  to  myfelf,  as  the  perpetrator  of  that  moft  horrid 
of  crimes,  the  murder  of  a  father  ;  for  it  was  I  who 
moft  urgently  preffed  my  father  to  yield.  I  engag¬ 
ed  by  the  moft  folcmn  promifes,  and  the  moft  fa- 
cred  pledges,  to  bring  the  child  back.  Me  .  he  en- 
trufted  with  the  fccred  depofit,  and  of  my  hand  he 
will  require  it.  Have  pity,  I  befeech  you,  on  the  de¬ 
plorable  condition  of  an  old  man,  ftripped  of  his  laft 
comfort,  and  whofe  mifery  will  be  aggravated  by 
reflecting  that  he  forefaw  its  approach  and  yet  want¬ 
ed  refolution  to  prevent  it.  If  your  juft  indignation 
mufl  needs  have  a  facrifice,  here  I  am  ready,  at  the 
price  of  my  liberty,  or  of  my  life,  to  expiate  this. 
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young  man’s  guilt,  and  to  purchafe  his  releafe  ? 
Grant  this  requeft,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake  of  the 
youth  himfelf,  as  of  his  abi’ent  father,  who  never  of¬ 
fended  you,  but  who  venerates  your  perfon  and  ef- 
teems  your  virtues.  Suffer  us  not  to  plead  in  vain 
for  a  fhelter  under  your  right  hand,  to  which  we  flee, 
as  to  an  holy  altar,  confecrated  as  a  refuge  to  the 
miferable.  Pity  an  old  man,  who,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  a  long  life,  has  cultivated  arts  becoming  a 
man  of  wifdom  and  probity,  and  who,  on  account  of 
his  amiable  qualities,  is  almoft  adored  by  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Syria  and  Canaan,  though  he  profefs  a  relig¬ 
ion,  and  follow  a  mode  of  living  totally  different 
from  theirs.” 

This  addrefs,  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  poffefles  un¬ 
common  grace  and  tendernefs.  But  it  is  evident  from 
whence  the  modern,  pretended  Jew,  has  copied  his 
tendered:  and  mod  delicate  touches.  And  when  the 
copy  and  the  original  are  brought  clofe  together,  it 
will  be  apparent  to  a  difcerning  eye  which  is  the  mofl 
finifhed  piece.  If  Philo  has  made  Judah  fpeak  well, 
it  will  hardly  be  difputed  that  Mofes  has  made  him 
fpeak  better. 

The  words  of  Judah  penetrated  the  heart  of  Jofeph. 
The  affectionate  manner  in  which  his  father  was  men¬ 
tioned,  the  unfeigned  earneflnefs  exprelfed  to  fave 
him  from  the  impending  blow ;  the  generofity  of  his 
offer  to  put  himfelf  in  Benjamin’s  place,  to  purchafe 
a  parent’s  comfort  and  a  brother’s  releafe,  at  the  price 
of  his  own  liberty  ;  all  this  fatisfies  him,  that  time, 
and  affliction,  and  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  the  powerful 
conftraint  of  returning  nature,  had  introduced  anoth¬ 
er  and  a  happier  fpirit  into  the  family.  Pie  finds 
himfelf  incapable  of  any  longer  deferring  the  pleafure 
which  he  fhouid  both  receive  and  communicate  by 
making  a  difcovery  of  himfelf.  The  curiofity  oi  his 
domeftics  mud  have  been  greatly  raifed  by  the  unac¬ 
countable  peculiarity  of  his  behaviour  to  thefe  ftran* 
gers,  but  he  does  not  choofe  to  have  any  fpe&ators  of 


Hiftory  of  Jofcph. 


»*5 


that'  fcene  of  nature  which  he  was  meditating,  except 
thofe  who  were  to  be  adtors  in  it.  The  heart  likes 
not  to  have  its  ftronger  emotions  feen  of  many  wit- 
neiTes.  “  The  heart  knoweth  its  own  bitternefs,  and 
a  ftranger  intermeddleth  not  with  its  joy.”  He 
therefore  commands  every  Egyptian  out  oi  the  apart¬ 
ment,  and  being  left  alone  with  his  eleven  brothers, 
whofe  confternation  muft  have  been  greatly  increafed 
by  the  orders  which  they  had  now  heard  given,  he 
burfts  into  an  agony  of  tendernefs,  and  in  words  in¬ 
articulate  and  indiftinQ:  through  tears,  declares  in  one 
breath  who  he  was ;  and  in  the  next,  with  accents 
that  pierce  the  foul,  pours  out  his  heart  in  a  tender 
inquiry  after  his  old  kind  father.  Two  fhort  words 
unfold  the  whole  myftery  of  this  ftrange  conduct. 

But  what  language  can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of 
jofeph’s  feelings  at  that  moment ;  the  feelings  of  a 
heart  glowing  at  the  thought  of  once  more  beholding 
his  venerable  lire,  of  being  preifed  to  his  bofom,  of 
cheering  and  eherifhing  his  declining  years  ;  a  heart 
melting  into  fympathy,  forgivenefs  and  brotherly  love, 
exulting  in  the  joy  of  rendering  good  for  evil  ;  a 
heart  loft  in  wonder  and  overflowing  with  gratitude, 
while  it  contemplated  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  all¬ 
ruling  Providence,  in  producing  fuch  events  by  means 
fo  incomprehenfible. 

■  The  feelings  of  the  brothers  too,  are  rather  to  be 
conceived  than  deferibed.  Thunderftruck  with  afton- 
ifhment,  oppreffed  with  fliarne,  ftung  with  remorfe, 
petrified  with  terror  : — -no,  not  terror ;  the  words, 
the  looks,  the  tears  of  their  relenting  brother,  allure 
them  in  a  moment  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear. 
But,  unable  to  make  any  reply,  they  afford  the  noble- 
minded,  the  condescending  Jofeph,  an  opportunity  of 
fo  far  recovering  himfelf,  as  to  be  able  to  ad  mini  iter 
this  ftrongeft  of  all  confolation,  that  their  unkindnefs 
to  himfelf  had  been  intended,  ordered  and  over-ruled 
of  God,  to  anfwer  the  molt  valuable  and  important 
purpofes  to  him,  to  themfelves,  to  their  father’s  houfe, 
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and  to  many  nations.  “  Now  therefore  be  not  griev¬ 
ed,  nor  angry  with  yourfelves,  that  ye  fold  me  hither  : 
lor  God  did  fend  me  before  you,  to  prefer ve  life.”* 
In  this  addrefs  of  Jofeph,  I  know  not  which  to  admire 
moil ;  his  magnanimity  in  pardoning  offences  fo  atro¬ 
cious,  lofing  fight  of  the  criminals  in  the  brothers 
his  wonderful  fkill  in  adapting  the  flyle  of  his  confol- 
atory  arguments  fo  exaftly  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe ;  his  invincible  humility  in  carrying  the  fpirit 
and  temper  of  the  lowlieft  condition  and  relations  of 
humanity,  into  the  loftieft,  moil  envied,  and  moll 
corruptive  ftation  of  courtly  grandeur  ;  or  his  pure, 
fervent  and  fublime  piety,  in  confidering  and  acknowl¬ 
edging  all  that  had  come  to  pafs,  as  the  defign  and 
operation  of  Heaven. 

With  infinite  judgment  and  propriety,  the  facred 
hiftorian  has  put  no  reply  whatever,  into  the  mouths 
of  the  brothers.  There  are  certain  fituations  which 
defy  defcription  ;  certain  emotions  which  filence  bell, 
which  filence  only,  can  explain,  And  fuch  was 
theirs.  Jofeph  however  is  not  fo  loft  in  joy,  as  to 
forget  that  it  was  far  from  being  perfect:  till  one  more 
became  a  partaker  of  it,  nor  fo  much  fwallowed  up  in 
the  prefent,  as  to  neglefi:  the  future.  With  gladnefs 
of  heart  would  he  have  flown  to  Hebron,  and  been 
himfelf  the  mefienger  of  his  own  life  and  prcfperity, 
to  the  good  old  man.  But  the  duties  of  his  Itation 
forbid.  This  is  one  of  the  taxes  which  greatnefs  is 
doomed  to  pay.  It  mull  learn  to  reprefs  the  inclina¬ 
tions  and  forego  the  pleafures  of  the  private  citizen. 
Princes  live  not  to  themfelves  but  to  the  public  ;  and 
the  happinefs  of  millions,  is  a  felicity  infinitely  fuperi- 
©r  to  every  fordid,  every  felfilh  gratification.  He 
could  not,  mult  not  go  to  his  father  ;  but  it  was  not 
ImDoffible  to  remove  his  father  into  Egypt.  I  he  ex- 
cellence  of  his  difpofition  appears  in  every  thing.  In 
characters  like  his,  we  do  not  find  duty  juftling  duty 
*ut  of  doors,  but  every  one  in  its  proper  place.  Pai- 
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fion  tempered  by  prudence  ;  and  wifdom  animated  by 
paffion.  1  To  render  the  projefted  removal  of  his  ven¬ 
erable  parent  as  eafy  and  comfortable  as  poffible  to 
his  advanced  age,  and  increafing  infirmities,  he  pro- 
pofes  for  his  refulence  the  land  of  Goflien,  which  was 
a  province  of  the  lower  Egypt,  on  the  eafi  fide  of  me 
Nile,  bordering  upon  Arabia,  and  a  frontier  to  1  alel- 
tine.  This  province  was  fit  for  feeding  cattle,  the 
profeifion  which  his  father  and  brethren  followed  t 
and  it  was  not  far  from  the  city  where  the  Egyptian 
monarchs  ufually  refided,  and  where  Jofeph’s  ftated 
habitation  of  courfe  was.  It  is  called  Zoan  in  the 
feventy-eighth  pfalm,  and  Tanais  by  profane  authors. 
This  nearnefs  of  fituation,  Jofeph  alleged  as  one  mo¬ 
tive  to  induce  his  father  to  undertake  the  journey y 
and  there  he  engaged  to  maintain  him  and  all  his 
family,  in  affluence  and  comfort. 

In  Pharaoh  we  have  an  amiable  inftance  of  qualities 
rarely  to  be  round  in  the  character  of  princes  attach¬ 
ment  and  gratitude.  He  cheerfully  confirms  all  the 
engagements  of  his  minifter,  though  they  extended 
to  the  difpofing  of  a  whole  province  of  his  empire. 
Pie  outruns  the  wifhes  and  defires  of  even  filial  duty 
and  affection,  and  ftrives  to  repay  the  kindnefs  of  Jo¬ 
feph,  whom  God  had  made  a  father  to  him,  by  be¬ 
coming  a  fliield  and  protector  to  his  fntner  s  home. 

But  what  fhall  we  fay,  what  lhall  we  think  of  Jo¬ 
feph  himfelf  ?  Men  fuddenly  and  remarkably  elevated, 
are  apt  to  forget  themfelves,  to  forget  thofe  from 
whom  they  fprung,  and  the  means  by  which  they  role. 
But  behold  the  prime  minifter  of  a  mighty  empire, 
the  favourite  of  a  great  and  powerful  prince,  the  lord 
of  Egypt,  attending  to  the  conveniency  and  comfort 
of  an  old  Ihepherd,  whole  perfon  was  unknown  in  the 
country  which  he  governed,  his  religion  abhorred, 
and  his  occupation  defpifed.  O  nature,  nature  i 
How  honourable  is  thy  empire,  how  glorious  are  thy 
triumphs  !— .Jofeph  is  now  as  eager  to  haften.  the  de¬ 
parture  of  his  brethren,  as  he  was  before  artful  to  de¬ 
tain 


Hiftory  of  Jofeph .  Lect.  XIV, 


tain  them.  And  at  Pharaoh’s  command,  difmiffes- 
them  with  a  retinue  fuitable  to  the  rank  and  dignity 
ct  the  man  who  was  next  the  throne.  But  it  is  with 
pkanne  we  obferve,  that  the  fplendour  of  this  retinue 
v.iS  iiOt  the  filly  ollentation  of  wealth  and  power,  but 
the  difplay  of  much  better  paffions,  the  kindnefs,  the 
liberality,  the  gratitude  of  a  good  and  honeft  heart. 

And,  is  the  fun  indeed  at  length  going  to  arife  upon 
Jacob  s  hoary  head  ?  And  fhall  the  heart  fo  long  dead 
to  joy,  yet  once  more  awaken  to  tranfport  ?  And  fhall 
his  eyes  at  lad  dole  in  peace  ?  Alas,  alas  !  are  wre 
not  all  dying  to  the  world,  before  we  begin  to  live  to 
comfoit  ?  Is  not  the  drama  of  life  over,  before  we  are 
weil  fennbJe  that  our  part  in  the  icene  has  commenc¬ 
ed  ?  Is  it  not  rather  too  late  in  life  to  purchafe  a  bleff- 
mg  fo  tranfitorv,  by  a  change  fo  great  ?  What  will  a 
man  not  do  to  fave  his  family  from  perifhing,  and  to 
be  joined  to  fuch  a  fon.  as  Jofeph  ?  It  is  indeed  late  in 
life,  before  we  die  to  hope ;  and  wifely  and  well  it  is 
ordered,  that  wre  fhould  hope  to  the  end.  The  man 
who  has  inhered  fo  much,  who  has  died  fo  often,  has 
not  much  more  either  to  feel  or  to  fear. 

This  dawning  of  happinefs  upon  the  head  of  the 
aged  patriarch,  is  to  himfelf  fo  new,  fo  unlike  the 
common  complexion  of  his  lot,  opens  fo  many  inter- 
e fling  views  of  Providence— that  I  truft  you  will 
deem  with  me  the  profperous  period  of  Jacob’s  hif¬ 
tory  deferving  of  a  Lecfure  by  itfelf.  Here  then  we 
break  off,  after  having  fuggefted  to  your  minds  a  few  - 
texts  of  feripture,  tending  to  illuftrate  gnd  to  apply 
our  fubject. 


— And- — ^  there  arofe  a  mighty  famine  in  that  land, 
and  he  began  to  be  in  want.  And  he  went  and  join¬ 
ed  himfelt  to  a  citizen  of  that  country,  and  he  fent 

»  4  j  ^ 

him  into  his  fields  to  feed  fwine.  And  he  would 
fain  have  filled  his  belly  with  the  hulks  that  the 
fwine  did  eat :  and  no  man  gave  unto  him.  And 
when  he  came  to  himfelf,  he  laid.  How  many  hired 
fervants  of  my  father’s  have  bread  enough,  and  to 
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fpare,  and  I  perifh  with  hunger !  I  will  arife,  and  go 
to  my  father,  and  will  fay  unto  him,  Father,  I  have 
finned  againit  Heaven,  and  before  thee  ;  and  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  foil :  make  me  as  one 
of  thy  hired  fervants.  And  he  arofe,  and  came  to 
his  father  :  but  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  oft', 
his  father  faw  him,  and  had  compaftion,  and  ran, 
and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  killed  him.5’* — u  Come 
unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  reft.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart: 
and  ye  fhall  find  reft  unto  your  fouls. 5 ?f — u  Leave 
thy  fatherlefs  children,  I  will  preferve  them  alive  : 
and  let  thy  widows  truft  in  ine.”|— ' “  Fear  not, 
little  flock ;  for  it  is  your  Father’s  good  pleafure  to 
give  you  the  kingdom.”§ — cc  O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem, 
thou  that  killed  the  prophets,  and  ftoneft  them  that 
are  fent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have  gather¬ 
ed  thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gathefeth 
her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  notd’jj 
- — “  For  of  a  truth  againft  thy  holy  child  Jefus, 
whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both  Herod  and  Ponti¬ 
us  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people  of  If. 
tael,  were  gathered  together  :  for  to  do  whatfoever 
thy  hand  and  thy  counfel  determined  before  to  be 
done.”^[ — ' “  Becaufe  the  fooliihnefs  of  God  is  wifer 
than  men  :  and  the  weaknefs  of  God  is  ftronger 
than  men.”**— u  This  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord 
of  Hofts,  which  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excel¬ 
lent  in  working. ”fj — “  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  do 
good,  fo  ftialt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily 
thou  ftialt  be  fed.  Delight  thyfelf  alfo  in  the  Lord, 
and  he  fhall  give  thee  the  defires  of  thine  heart. 
Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord,  truft  alfo  in  him, 

and 

*  Luke  xv.  14—20.  f  Matt.  xi.  28,  29.  |  Jcr.  slix.  1  r. 
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and  he  fhall  bring  it  to  pafs;  And  he  fhall  bring 
forth  thy  righteoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  thy  judg¬ 
ment  as  the  noon  day.  The  fteps  of  a  good  man  are 
ordered  by  the  Lord,  and  he  delighteth  in  his  way.5’* 
- — “  Acquaint  now  thyfelf  with  him,  and  be  at  peace  : 
thereby  good  fhail  come  unto  thee/’f— “  In  all  thy 
ways  acknowledge  him,  and  he  fhall  direft  thy 
paths.’ | 

#  Pfalm  xxxvii.  3,  4>  5>  6,  23.  f  Job  xxii.  21* 

f  Prov.  iii*  6, 


LfiftorY 

4 


Hiftory  of  Jacob  and  Jofeph 


LECTURE  XV. 


GENESIS  xlv.  24—280 


So  he  fent  his  brethren  away ,  and  they  departed :  and  he 
[aid  unto  them ,  See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the  way . 
And  they  went  up  out  of  Egypt ,  and  came  into  the  land 
of  Canaan  unto  Jacob  their  father  ;  and  told  him ,  fay* 
mg,  Jofeph  is  yet  alive,  and  he  is  governor  over  all  the 
land  of  Egypt*  And  Jacob's  heart  fainted ,  for  he  be¬ 
lieved  them  not .  And  they  told  him  all  the  words  of 
Jofeph ,  which  he  had  faid  unto  them  :  and  when  doe 
faw  the  waggons  which  Jofeph  had  fent  to  carry  him , 
the  fpirit  of  Jacob  their  father  revived.  And  Ifrael 
faid ,  It  is  enough  ;  Jofeph  my  fon  is  yet  alive  :  I  will 
go  and fee  him  before  /  die * 


IF  there  be  filch  a  thing  as  pure  and  perfect  joy 
upon  earth,  it  is  that  which  fills  the  heart  of  a  parent, 
when  he  hears  of  the  wifdom,  the  virtue  and  the 
profperity  of  a  darling  child.  If  there  be  borrow 
that  admits  not  of  confolation,  it  is  the  forrow  of  a 
father,  for  the  vice  or  folly  of  an  ungracious,  thank- 
lefs  fon,  and  for  the  mifery  in  which  he  has  plunged 
himfelf.  The  patriarch  Jacob  felt  both  thebe  in  the 
extreme.  He  had  now  lived  to  the  age  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  years  ;  and  had  proved  all  the  bit¬ 
ter  variety  of  human  wretchednefs.  Every  change 
of  condition  he  has  hitherto  undergone,  is  only  the 
fad  trarifition  from  affliction  to  affliction.  The  bur¬ 
then  at  length  becomes  too  heavy  to  bear,  and  we  fee  a 
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miferable  old  man  finking  into  the  grave  under  the 
accumulated  weight  of  woes  infupportable,  In  pait- 
ing  with  Benjamin  he  had  yielded  up  his  laft  flake,  and 
renounced  all  hopes  of  happinefs  in  this  world  ;  calm¬ 
ly  looking  forward  to  that  peaceful  region,  66  where 
the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  where  the 
Weary  are  at  fell/’  • 

But  the  full  eflimate  of  human  life  cannot  be  made 
till  the  fcene  be  clofed.  The  fhades  of  night  at  laft 
begin  to  difperle,  and  the  day  dawns.  While  he  is 
tormenting  himfelf  in  Canaan,  with  the  apprehenfion 
of  never  feeing  more  his  laft,  his  only  remaining 
hope,  Providence  is  maturing  in  Egypt  a  gracious 
defign  in  his  behalf,  which  is  in  a  moment  to  turn  his 
for  row  into  joy. 

Jofeph  having  difcovered  himfelf  to  his  brethren* 
haltens  their  return  homeward,  and  difmiffes  them 
provided  with  every  accommodation  for  the  lafe  and 
comfortable  removal  of  their  aged  father,  and  their 
tender  children.  What  a  triumph  was  Jofeph’s ! 
What  a  glorious  fuperiority  !  The  triumph  of  Heaven* 
the  fuperiority  of  God  himfelf,  who  64  overcomes  evil 
with  good/’  But  he  is  unable  to  conceal  the  partial¬ 
ity  of  his  affection  to  Benjamin.  As  he  diftmguifhed 
him  at  table  by  a  five-fold  portion,  he  diftinguifhes 
him  at  parting  with  a  more  fplendid  and  coftly  pref- 
ent  than  the  reft,  confifting  of  three  hundred  pieces  of 
filver,  and  five  changes  of  raiment.  In  a  wardrobe 
of  great  value  and  variety,  a  confiderable  part  of  an-' 
eient  magnificence  confifted.  This  we  learn  both 
from  fcripture,  and  from  prolane  authors.  Samplon 
propofed  as  a  reward  to  him  who  fhould  expound  his 
riddle,  “  thirty  changes  of  garments.”  Naaman  the 
Syrian,  among  other  valuable  commodities,  carried 
ct  ten  changes  of  garments,”  as  a  gratification  to  the 
prophet  from  whom  he  expected  the  cure  of  his 
leprofy.  Under  the  firft  Roman  emperors,  this  vanity 
and  extravagance  were  carried  to  fuch  an  exceftive 
pitch,  that  the  Praetor  Lucullus,  according  to  Plu¬ 
tarch* 
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larch,  his  biographer,  had  two  hundred  changes  of 
apparel ;  and  Horace  infinuates,  in  one  of  his  epiftles, 
that  by  foine,  the  luxury  was  carried  to  the  enormous 
extravagance  of  five  thoufand  fuits.  And  it  is,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  to  this  oftentatious  ptofufion  the  apoftle 
James  alludes,  when  he  thus  cenfures  the  abufe  of 
wealth,  “  Go  to  now  ye  rich  men,  weep  and  howl  for 
your  miferies ;  your  riches  are  corrupted,  and  your 
garments  are  mdth-eaten.5’ 

But  was  it  wifely  done*  fage  governor  of  Egypt  ? 
was  it  wifely  done,  thus  to  fcatter  the  leeds  of  jeai* 
oufy  and  envy  in  hearts  fo  lulceptible  of  thefe  dread¬ 
ful  paflions  ?  Have  you  forgot  the  coat  of  many  col¬ 
ours,  the  dangerous  badge  of  your  father’s  fondnefs 
to  yourfelf  ?  Have  you  not  rendered  your  own  advice 
neceffary,  66  See  that  you  fall  not  out  by  the  way  ?’* 
Happily,  the  recolleftion  of  paft  difalters,  and  the 
kind  behaviour  and  gentle  admonition  of  their  aflec- 
tionate  brother,  have  fubdued  their  boifterous  fpirits, 
and  attuned  their  hearts  to  love.  The  anxiety  of  the 
old  man  for  their  return  is  better  to  be  conceived  than 
defcribed.  How  often  in  a  day  would  his  fond  eyes 
turn  to  the  way  by  which  Benjamin  was  expected 
back  ?  How  would  the  tardy  hours  linger,  as  the 
heart  languifhed  with  hope  deferred  ?  At  laft  the 
bleffed  moment  arrrives,  the  train  appears ;  the  num¬ 
ber  complete,  Benjamin  fafe,  Simeon  reflored.  But 
what  can  this  mean  ?  Inftead  of  eleven  men  driving 
their  affes  laden  with  corn,  a  fplendid  retinue,  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  Egypt,  the  waggons  of  Pharaoh  !  The  heart  that 
has  been  long  inured  to  affliction,  interprets  every 
appearance  againft  itfelf.  Some  things  are  too  good, 
others  too  evil  to  be  haftily  credited.  The  utmoft 
height  of  Jacob's  expectation  was  to  behold  his  young- 
eft  ion  again,  with  a  fupply  of  corn  for  his  ftarving 
family.  But  to  hear  that  his  long-loft,  his  much  la¬ 
mented  Jofeph  was  ftill  living,  that  he  was  the  ruler 
of  all  Egypt,  the  faviour  of  a  great  nation,  the  father 
of  a  mighty  prince,  O  !  it  is,  it  is  too  much.  Nature 
Von.  II.  N  tottering 
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tottering  under  a  load  of  woe,  now  finks  and  faints’ 
under  an  excefs  of  joy.  Such  tidings  are  too  flatter¬ 
ing  to  be  believed. 

Did  the  brothers  now  difclofe  the  whole  of  the 
mighty  fecref,  and  take  fhame  to  themfelves  for  their 
vile  conduct  to  fo  excellent  a  father,  to  fo  amiable  a 
brother  ?  Or,  trufling  to  Jofeph’s  generofity,  did  they 
conceal  the  part  which  they  had  aded  in  this  flrange 
myfterious  drama  ?  Probably  the  latter  is  the  truth. 
The  foul  fhrinks  back  from  the  difcovery  of  its  own 
wickednefs.  To  confefs,  and  condemn  themfelves, 
could  do  now  no  good,  and  muff  greatly  have  marred 
and  diminifhed  their  aged  parent’s  fatisfaftion,  if  in¬ 
deed  he  had  no  fufpicion  how  the  cafe  flood.  The 
good  man  has  been  fo  long  a  (Hanger  to  felicity,  that 
'  the  poflibility  of  it  is  called  in  queflion  ;  that  (lowly 
and  cautioufly  he  yields  to  the  fweet  demonflration. 
Convinced,  fatisfied  at  length,  what  joy  is  equal  to 
the  joy  of  Jacob?  Is  it  not  worth  wading  through  a 
fea  of  trouble,  to  come  to  fuch  a  fhore  at  length  ? 
The  blefiings  of  Providence  are  well  worth  waiting 
for.  They  may  feem  to  Mnger  ;  they  are  not  always 
fuch  as  we  wifhed  and  expeded  ;  but  they  are  ever 
feafonable,  ever  fuitable,  and  they  eompenfate  ih  a 
moment  the  pain  and  mifery  of  a  whole  life. 

But  is  it  not  late  in  life  to  undertake  fuch  a  jour¬ 
ney  ?  No  ;  it  is  to  fee  Jofeph,  to  be  joined  unto  him  y 
to  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  his  grandeur,  and  a  partaker 
of  his  liberality.  How  often  has  Egypt  (heltered  and 
nourifhed  the  church  of  God!  Abraham,  Jofeph,  Ja¬ 
cob,  MofeSy  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  there  fucceflively 
found  protedion.  The  fame  place,  according  as 
Providence  ordains  it,  is  either  a  trying  furnace,  or  a 
refuge  and  fanduary.  A  king  that  knows  Jofeph  is  a 
nurling  father  to  Ifrael';  another  arifes  who  knows 
him  not,  and  he  wafles  and  deflroys.  But  our  patri¬ 
arch  was  not  merely  following  the  impulfe  of  natural 
affedion,  though  that  had  been  warrant  fufficient  for 
even  a  ftill  greater  removal ;  he  is  alfo  obeying  the 

didates 
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dictates  of  wifdom,  in  making  a  prudent  provifion  for 
his  numerous  and  increafing  family,  and  he  is  liften- 
ing  to  a  fpecial  call  and  encouragement  from  Heaven* 
Before  he  leaves  Canaan,  probably  forever,  he  vifits 
Beerfheba,  the  chofen  and  favourite  refidence  of  his 
father  ;  and  there  he  renews  his  covenant  with  God 
by  facrifice.  Thofe  enterprifes  are  moft  likely  to 
fucceed,  thofe  comforts  to  afford  ntoft  genuine  fatif- 
faftion,  iri  which  God  is  feen,  acknowledged  and  en¬ 
joyed.  The  facrifices  of  the  devout  by  day,  are  an¬ 
swered  by  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty  in  the  night 
feafon.  A  man  can  proceed  with  cheerfulnefs  and 
confidence,  when  he  has  got  his  Maker’s  permiflion. 

The  vifion  affures  him  that  he  fliould  arrive  in 

X 

Safety,  fliould  profper  in  Egypt,  fliould  embrace  his 
ion,  and  that  u  Jofeph  fliould  put  his  hand  upon 
his  eyes,”  that  is,  perform  the  lafl  offices  of  filial 
duty  and  humanity.  We  meet  with  the  fame  ex- 
preflion  and  idea  in  many  paflages  of  the  heathen 
poets.  Penelope,  in  Homer,  prays  that  Telemachus 
her  fon  may  clofe  her  eyes,  and  thofe  of  his  father 
Ulyffes.  The  mother  of  Euryalus  in  the  dEneid, 
among  many  other  bitter  expreffions  of  borrow  over 
her  dead  fon,  laments  that  fhe  was  denied  the  wretch- 

-  -  '  <  X.  } 

ed  confolation,  fince  he  muff  die  before  her,  of  prefl¬ 
ing  down  his  dying  eyes. .  Human  nature  thus  Strives 
to  outlive  itfelf,  and  the  heart,  while  it  is  yet  capable 
of  feeling,  confoles  itfelf  with  the  hope  of  receiving 
marks  of  tendernefs  and  attachment,  after  it  can  feel 
no  more.  The  old  man’s  heart  is  now  at  reft,  he  is 
afting  obedience  to  the  command  of  Heaven,  he  is 
complying  with  one  of  the  worthieft  propenfities  of 
nature.  He  is  indebted  for  the  commodioufnefs  with 
which  he  travels,  to  the  perfon  whom  on  earth  he 
moft  dearly  loved,  and  to  whom,  of  all  others,  he 
would  moft  willingly  be  obliged. 

How  different  the  patriarch  s  Situation,  every  dif¬ 
ferent  journey  he  undertakes  ?  His  firft  was  to  Padan- 
aram,  when  he  fled  from  the  face  of  an  angry  brother. 

N  2  Then 
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Then  he  was  folitary  and  friendlefs,  but  free  from 
care,  free  from  forrow.  The  fecond^  flying  from  un¬ 
kind  relations  back  again  to  Canaan,  rich  in  chil¬ 
dren,  rich  in  cattle^  but  troubled  in  fpirit,  oppreflfed 
with  anxiety.  And  now  we  fee  him  the  third  time 
in  motion  towards  Egypt,  richer  than  ever,  both 
in  pofleffions  and  in  profpefts,  but  bending  under 
the  preflure  of  age,  and  its  concomitant  infirmities, 
worn  out  with  calamity,  and  a  lino  ft  dead  to  joy. 

The  family  of  Jacob,  including  the  addition  of 
what  Jofeph  had  gotten  in  Egypt,  now  amounted 
to  feventy  fouls.  And  the  prieft  of  On’s  daughterr 
whofe  alliance  Was  doubtlefs  intended  as  an  honour 
to  Jofeph,  is  honoured  and  ennobled  by  being  ranked 
in  the  family  of  Jacob,  and’  by  having  becomfe  a 
mother  in  Ifraelv 

Scripture  defcribes  in  its  own  inimitable  manner,’ 
the  meeting  between  the  father  and  fon.  cc  And  he 
fent  Judah  before  him  unto'  Jofeph,  to  direct  his  face 
unto  Goflien  ;  and  they  came  into  the  land  of  Gofhen. 
And  Jofeph  made  ready  his  chariot,  and  went  up  to 
meet  Ifrael  his  father,  to  Gofhen  ?  and  prefented 
himfelf  unto  him  :  and  he  fell  on  his  neck,  and 
wept  on  his  neck  a  good  while.  And  Ifrael  faid 
unto  Jofeph,  Now  let  me  die,  fince  I  have  feen  thy 
face,  becaufe  thou  art  yet  alive.5’*  This  is  honeft 
nature,  this  is  the  genuine  language  of  the  heart. 

In  jofeph  we  fee  filial  piety  and  fraternal  affection 
happily  blended  with  wifdom,  humility  and  difcretion. 
His  will  was  law  in  Egypt.  To  what  honours,  pre¬ 
ferments  and  emoluments  might  not  the  brothers 
and  nephews  of  the  governor-general  have  afpired  ? 
But  he  confults  their  true  happinefs,  by  guarding 
them  at  once  from  the  languor  of  idleneis,  and  the 
madnefs  of  ambition.  Shepherds  they  were  bred, 
and  fhepherds  let  them  continue.  Violent  tranfi- 
tions  ill  fuit  the  ftaid  and  ferious  periods  of  human 
life. 
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His  behaviour  as  a  fubjcct  of  Pharaoh  is  equally 
amiable  and  praife-worthy.  He  never  lofes  light  of 
the  duties  of  his  ftation,  never  becomes  arrogant  and 
afluming,  in  the  confidence  of  royal  favour.  cc  With¬ 
out  him  no  naan  lifted  up  his  hand  or  foot  in  all 
the  land  but  without  Pharaoh’s  confent  he  will 
not  difpofe  of  a  fingle  field  to  his  nearell  relations. 
He  is  too  wife,  and  too  good,  to  make  the  mad  at¬ 
tempt  of  fome  upliart  favourites,  to  overcome  nation¬ 
al  prejudices  by  dint  of  power  and  authority.  The 
Egyptians  held  the  prcfeffion  of  a  Ihepherd  in  con¬ 
tempt,  and  he  is  not  filly  enough  to  dream  of  forcing 
it  into  refpecl. 

We  have  already  taken  oceafion  ip  praife  the  grat- 
itude^  generality  and  attachment  of  this  prince,  and 
with  pleafure  we  repeat  it.  W e  fee  hin>  nobly  driv¬ 
ing  to  difcharge  fome  part  of  the  mighty  obligation 
which  had  been  laid  upon  hi  in  and  his  whole  king¬ 
dom,  by  the  Ion  of  the  patriarch,  by  fhewing  all  pof- 
fible  kindnefs  £o  his  father’s  houfe.  And  Pharaoh 
fpake  unto  Jofeph,  faying,  Thy  father  and  thy  brethren 
are  come  unto  thee  :  the  land  of  Egypt  is  before  thee, 
in  the  belt  of  the  land  make  thy  father  and  brethren 
to  dwell,  in  the  land  of  Gofhen  let  them  dwell  :  and 
if  thou  knoweft  any  man  of  afiivity  ainong  them, 
then  make  them  rulers  over  my  cattle.”^  The  inter¬ 
view  between  the  venerable  man  himfelf,  and  this 
good  prince,  is  highly  intereliing  and  inftru&ive. 
Old  age  and  virtue  are  honoured  with  the  kind  regard 
and  attention  of  a  king.  Royalty  is  inlirufted,  ad~ 
monifhed  and  blelfed  by  the  wifdom  of  the  fage,  by 
the  miferies  of  the  man,  by  the  piety  and  prayers  of 
the  prophet.  Who  gains  by  this  vifit  l  Pharaoh  to  be 
lure.  His  kingdom  is  ftrengthened  by  the  accellion 
of  feventy  good  fubjects,  with  their  Ikill,  induftry  and 
wealth  :  and  “  the  effedual  fervent  prayers”  of  holy 
Ifrael  were  furely,  Pharaoh  himfelf  being  judge, 
compenfation  lufficient  lor  the  poor  fubliftence 

which 
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which  a  decayed,  dying  old  man  received  from  his 
bounty. 

It  is  with  a  mixture  of  fhame  and  forrow,  that  we 
bring  forward  the  next  paffage  in  the  hiftory  of  Jo¬ 
feph.  It  exhibits  him  indeed  as  a  rnoft  exquifite  poli¬ 
tician,  who  thoroughly  underftood  the  interefts  and 
the  paflions  of  mankind  ;  who  knew  perfe&ly  well 
how  to  take  advantage  of  the  occafion  ;  but,  over-de¬ 
voted  to  the  prince  who  had  advanced  him,  employ¬ 
ing  his  exorbitant  power,  his  fuperiour  Ikill  and  ad- 
drefs,  in  planning  and  perfecting  a  fyftem  of  defpotifm, 
by  which  the  whole  property  of  Egypt,  together  with 
the  perfons  and  liberties  of  all  that  mighty  empire, 
were  transferred  to  the  fovereign.  We  behold  him 
mo  ft  ungeneroufly  feizing  the  opportunity,  which  the 
growing  diftrefs  of  a  lengthened  famine  afforded  him, 
to  aggrandize  one  at  the  expenfe  of  millions.  Ele 
lii ft  conveys  all  the  money  in  the  land  into  the  royal 
treafury.  The  cattle  fpeedily  follow.  Ihe  increafmg 
miferies  of  another  unfavourable  feafon,  determine  the 
wretched  proprietors  to  part  with  their  lands  for  food, 
and  even  reduce  them  to  the  dreadful  neceffity  of  off¬ 


ering  to  fell  themfelves  for  ilaves,  that  they  might 
live  by  their  mafter’s  bounty.  It  is  true,  the  prime 
minifter  of  Pharaoh  did  not  pufh  his  advantage  to  the 
extremeft  length.  But  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  he 
carried  it  much  farther  than  became  the  friend  of  mis¬ 
ery,  and  of  mankind.  With  fo  good  a  man  as  this 
Pharaoh,  perhaps  abfolute  power  might  be  lodged 
with  fome  degree  of  iafety  ;  but  who  fnall  anfwer  for 
other  Pharaohs  who  may  arife,  with  the  awful  ability 
of  doing  mifchief ;  poffefling  authority  unfettered  by 
legal  reftraint ;  poffefling  power  not  prompted  by 
goodnefs,  not  tempered  by  mercy,  not  deigning  to 
itoop  to  the  facred  rights  of  mankind  ?  Do  we  not 
fee,  in  the  hardfhips  which  under  the  following  reign 
the  pofterity  of  Ifrael  endured  from  Egyptian  defpot¬ 
ifm,  the  danger  of  extending  regal  authority  beyond 

the  limits  of  reafon  ?  And  thus,  in  the  juftice  of  Prov- 
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idence,  the  family  of  Jofeph  firh  felt  the  rod  of  that 
tyranny,  which,  with  his  own  hands,  he  had  ehablilh- 
ed  and  aggrandized.  Abfplute  lway  can  never  be 
depolited  with  fafety  in  any  hands,  but  in  his,  who  is 
conhantly  employing  his  power  for  the  falvation  of 
men,  not  their  deltrutfion,  But  we  turn  from  a  Icene, 
which  it  is  impoffible  to  contemplate  without  both  i  c  - 
gret  and  refentment ;  happy  to  refled,  that  we  live  in 
a  country,  where  law,  n,ot  will,  is  the  rule  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  where  the  ftroirg  voice  of  royal  prerogative  is 
drowned  and  loft,  in  the  flerner,  louder  proclama¬ 
tion  of,  “  Thus  it  is  written.”  We  halten  from 
the  vah,  depopulated  regions  of  flate  politics,  to  the 
pleafanter,  fairer  fields  of  private  life. 

Jacob’s  fait  days  are  by  lar  his  belt.  Seventeen 
years  of  unruffled  tranquillity  he  palled  in  Egypt,  en¬ 
joying  the  molt  pure  and  complete  of  all  human  grati¬ 
fications— that  of  witneffing  the  profperity,  and  expe¬ 
riencing  the  attachment  of  a  favourite  and  dutiful 
child.  But  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  periods  of  hap- 
pinefs  fhrink  into  fo  little  a  meafure  in  description, 
while  feenes  of  woe  lengthen  themfelves  out  both  to 
the  fofferer,  and  to  the  relator  ?  We  record  our  mer¬ 
cies  on  the  fand  of  the  fea  fflore,  which  the  waffling  c>f 
every  wave  fmooths  again,  and  the  periffling  memorial 
is  obliterated  and  loft.  Calamity  we  engrave  upon  the 
rock,  which  prelerves  the  inscription  from  age  to  age. 

But  the  famine  has  long  been  over,  and  why  has 
not  the  patriarch  thought  of  returning  again  to  the 
land  of  his  fathers  ?  Young  men  love  to  ramble  from 
place  to  place  ;  but  old  age  is  heady  and  hationary. 
Removal'  was  attended  with  increahng  difficulty  ev¬ 
ery  day,  from  the  increafe  of  his  age  and  infirmities, 
and  from  the  number  of  his  family.  Befides,  Jofeph’ s 
prefence  was  become  neceffary  to  the  government  of 
Egypt :  and  to  part  with  him  again,  had  been  much 
worfe  than  death.  In  a  word,  the  whole  was  of  the 
Lord,  who  was*  now  laying  the  foundation  of  a  fabric 
of  wonders  which  fflould  ahonifh  the  next  generation. 
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and  every  future  age  of  the  world,  by  the  report  of 
them.  One  hundred  and  thirty  years  of  woe,  and 
ieventeen  of  comfort  and  happinefs,  come  both  at 
length  to  a  period.  Let  the  wretched  think  of  this, 
and  bear  their  affliction  with  fortitude  ;  let  the  pros¬ 
perous  confider  it  well,  that  they  “  be  not  high  mind¬ 
ed,  but  fear.”  How  dreadful  is  that  mifery  which  if- 
lues  in  defpair  of  change  !  How  exquifite  the  happi¬ 
nefs  which  fills  every  faculty  of  the  foul,  and  whofe 
meafure  is  eternity  !  But  though  Jacob  be  fatisfied  to 
live  and  to  die  in  Egypt,  he  feels  and  expreffes  the 
natural  defire  of  all  men,  that  his  allies  Ihould  reft 
in  death  with  the  venerable  duff  of  his  forefathers. 
Perceiving  therefore  in  himfelf  the  decay  of  nature, 
and  the  approach  of  diffolution,  he  fent  for  his  belov¬ 
ed  fon,  and  bound  him  by  a  iolenrn  oath  to  carry  his 
dead  body  to  the  cave  of  Machpelah  ;  that  he  too,  ill 
death,  might  become  an  additional  pledge  to  his  fami¬ 
ly,  that  God  wTould  in  due  time  make  good  to  them 
that  pofleffion  of  Canaan  which  he  had  promifed. 

Haying  obtained  this  fecurity,  his  heart  is  at  reft ; 
and  for  himfelf  he  has  no  further  worldly  concern. 
But  the  fymptoms  of  approaching  diffolution  are 
now  upon  him,  ficknels,  weaknefs,  and  lofs  of  fight. 
All  the  authority  and  wealth  of  Egypt  cannot  repel 
thefe  irrefiftible  invaders.  Old  age  is  a  difeale  which 
death  only  can  cure.  But,  even  in  old  age  and  death, 
Jacob’s  early  affections  are  his  conftant  and  remain¬ 
ing  ones,  Rachel  and  Jofeph,  and  his  two  fons, 
Ephraim  and  Manaffeh.  So  long  as  the  vital  fluid 
vifits  his  heart,  the  memory  of  his  beloved  Rachel  vi¬ 
brates  upon  it.  The  laft  beams  of  his  expiring  eyes 
feek  for  her  image  and  reprefentative,  her  fon  and 
grandchildren ;  and  even  Benjamin  feems,  for  a 
while,  forgotten.  Soon  that  wounded  heart  lhall 
beat  no  more,  and  thofe  weary  eyes,  fhall  clofe  in  ev- 
erlafting  peace. 

The  ficknels  of  his  father  being  reported  to  Jofeph, 
he  inftantly  quits  every  other  employment,  and,  at¬ 
tended 
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tended  by  his  two  fons,  haftens  to  vifit  him  to  receive 
his  lad  dying  commands,  his  dying  paternal  benedic¬ 
tion,  and  to  cherifh  and  foothe  his  departing  fpirit 
with  that  cordial  of  cordials,  filial  tendernefs  and 
love.  Though  nature  was  come  to  its  lowed  ebb 
with  our  patriarch,  grace  was  in  lull  fpring-tide. 
The  eye  of  the  body  could  not  difcerji  the  neai  eft  ob¬ 
jects,  could  not  even  diftiuguilh  the  fons  oi  Jofeph, 
but  the  eye  of  the  fpirit,  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  that 
was  in  him,  penetrated  through  the  fhades  oj.  night, 
and  contemplated  with  clearneis  and  accuracy,  ages 
the  molt  remote  ;  perlbns,  fituations  and  events  the 
jnoft  diftant. 

In  this  lad  and  tender  interview  with  his  beloved 
fon,  he  declares  his  intention  to  raile  the  children  who 
had  been  born  to  him  in  Egypt,  to  their  hereditary 
rank  and  honour  in  Ifracl  ;  and  he  bequeaths  to  Jo- 
feph  a  particular  pollellion  which  he  had  acquired  by 
conqueft  in  Canaan :  “  Moreover  I  have  given  to  you 
one  portion  above  thy  brethren,  which  I  took  out  oi 
.the  hand  of  the  Amorite,  with  my  fvvord,  and  with 
my  bow;”*  deeming  him  entitled,  and  not  without 
much  appearance  of  reafon,  to  the  double  portion  of 
the  firft  born.  For  his  mother  alone  was  the  wife  of 
Jacob’s  choice.  And  had  the  courfe  of  reafon  and 
juftice  taken  place,  he  fhould  have  had  no  children 
but  by  her.  The  pofterity  of  Rachel,  then,  had  an 
undoubted  claim  of  preference,  confidering  that  in 
ftrict  equity  the  whole  would  have  belonged  to  them. 
At  the  fame  time  he  predicted  the  future  fortunes 
of  his  grandchildren  by  Jofeph  ;  and,  Heaven-in- 
ftructed,  foretells,  that  the  younger  ihould  in  time 
obtain  the  pre-eminence  in  rank,  populoufnefs  and 
importance  over  the  elder. 

And  now  nothing  remained  but  to  declare  and 
publilh  his  laft  will,  or  rather  the  will  of  God  refpe&> 
ing  his  pofterity,  for  many  generations  to  come.  But 
this  would  require  a  much  larger  fpace  than  is  now 
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left^  for  it.  .  And  we  cannot  conclude  our  aifcourfe 
without  having  brought  Jacob  and  Jofeph  fomewhat 
nearer  to  the  times  which  they  forefaw  and  foretold  ; 
and  to  the  glorious  and  exalted  perlon,  front  reient- 
blance  to  whom  they  derive  ail  their  dignity  and 
confequence. 

Joleph  fold  into  Egypt,  degraded  into  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  fervant,  exalted  from  the  dungeon  to  the 
right  hand  of  the  throne,  inverted  with  power,  draw¬ 
ing  his  perifning  kindred  unfq  hint,  and  bellowing 
upon  them  a  poifeliion  “  iq  the  b.eft  of  the  land,” 
liiil  prefigures  to  us,  Jefus  “  humbled  and  made  of  no 
reputation,”  “  betrayed  and  fold  into  the  hands  of 
men,”  “  lifted  up,”  on  the  crofs,  and  thence  to  a 
throne  above  the  hues  ;  “  afcending  on  high,  receiv¬ 
ing  gifts  for  men,-  grafting  an  elect  world  unto  him, 
to  give  them  “  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  uu- 
defiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away/5 

“  Their  eyes  were  holden,  that  they  fhould  not 
know  him/**— <c  And  it  came  to  pafs  as  he  fat  at 
meat  with  them,  he  took  bread,  and  bleifed  it,  and 
brake,  and  gave  to  them.  And  their  eyes  were  open¬ 
ed,  and  they  knew  him,  and  he  vanifhed  out  of  their 
light.  And  they  faid  one  to  another,  Did  not  our 
heart  burn  within  us  while  he  talked  with  us  by  the 
way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  fcriptures  ?55f 
And  when  all  the  land  of  Egypt  was  famifhed, 
the  people  cried  to  Pharaoh  for  bread  ;  and  Pha¬ 
raoh  faid  unto  all  the  Egyptians,  Go  unto  Jofeph-: 
what  he  faith  to  you,  do/’t  £C  The  Father  judg- 
eth  no  man  :  but  hath  committed  all  judgment  un¬ 
to-  the  Son.  That  all  men  fhould  honour  the  Son, 
even  as  they  honour  the  Father.  He  that  honoureth 
not  the  Son,  honoureth  not  the  Father  which  hath 
fent  him/'§  God  did  fend  me  before  you/5  fays 
joleph  to  his  brethren,  cc  to  preferve  life/5  cc  I  go/5 
lays  Jefus  to  his  difciples,  “  to  prepare  a  place  for  you. 

And 
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Lord  God  might  c 
defcended,  is  the  ft 
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all  heavens,  that  he  might  fill  all  things.  And  he 
gave  i'ome,  apoftles  :  and  fome,  prophets :  and  iome, 
evangelifts :  and  fome,  pallors,  and  teachers  :  lor 
the  perfecting  of  the  faints,  lor  the  work  01  the  min- 
jftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift.  t  ill 
we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  tne  faith,  and  of  tne 
knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect.  111 
unto  the  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of 

Chrift.”  §  a  , 

Is  your  heart,  O  chriftian,  like  Jacob  s,  1  eauy  to 

faint,"  through  unbelief,  or  through  an  excefs  of  joy  ? 
Let  your  fpirit  with  his  revive,  as  you  ponder  the 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes  of  the  gofpei. 
in  your  foul,  as  you  confuit  the  lacied  recoro,  as 
your  evidence  brightens  up,  as  the  firft  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  are  given  and  tailed.  From  Canaan  there  is  a 
going  out,  from  Gofhen  a  going  out,  as  an  entering 
in  :  hut  from  the  Canaan  that  is  above,  there  is  “  no 
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God,  and  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple, 
and  he  that  fitteth  on  the  throne  fliall  dwell  among 
them.  They  fliall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirlt 
any  more,  neither  fliall  the  fun  light  pn  them,  nor 
any  heat ;  for  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midlt  of 
the  throne  fliall  feed  them,  and  fliall  lead  them  unto 
living  fountains  of  waters :  and  God  ft™  ”pe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.”*— < He  which  teftifi- 
eth  theie  things,  faith,  Surely,  I  come  quickly,  Amen, 
Even  fo  come,  Lord  Jefus.  The  grace  of  our  Lord 
jefus  Chrift  be  with  you  all  Amen.”t  ' 

*  Rev.  vii.  — 17.  f  Rev,  xxii.  20,  21, 
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LECTURE  XVL 

GENESIS  xlix.  I,  33* 

And  Jacob  called  unto  his  fons ,  and  /aid ,  Gather  your- 
f elves  together ,  that  I  may  tell  you  that  which  Jh all 
befal  you  in  the  lafl  days .  And  when  Jacob  had 
?nade  an  end  of  commanding  his  fons ,  he  gathered  up 
his  feet  into  the  bed ,  and  yielded  up  the  ghoft ,  and  wai 
gathered  unto  his  people. 

It  is  the  wife  ordinance  of  nature,  that  men  fhould 
vvifh  and  endeavour  to  live  as  long  as  they  can. 
A  life  even  of  pain  and  mifery  extinguifhes  not  the 
love  of  life.  Nay,  the  mind,  by  a  fort  of  pleafmg 
delufion,  creates  to  itfelf  an  imaginary  immortality, 
and  drives  to  extend  its  mortal  intered  and  exidence 
beyond  the  grave*  Hence  the  anxiety  of  men,  to 
provide  for  their  families  and  friends  that  fubfidence 
and  comfort,  which  they  are  never  to  fee  them  enjoy.- 
Hence  the  trembling  forebodings  of  paternal  folici- 
tude  about  his  furviving  offspring.'  Hence  the  hope 
that  glidens  in  the  dying  eye,  the  bleding  and  the 
prayer  that  quaver  on  the  faltering  tongue,  and  the 
lad  gufh  of  joy  that  vifits  the  fcarcely  palpitating 
heart. 

At  every  period  of  exidence,  we  are  thinking  of 
feme  future  period  of  exidence  ;  and  we  fondly  car¬ 
ry  the  feelings  of  the  prefent  hour  into  the  didant 
feenes  of  life  \  as  if  we  could  be  fufceptible  of  pleat- 
ure  and  pain  after  we  have  chafed-  from  feeling. 

The 
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The  child  connects,  in  idea,  the  amufements  of  his 
inexperienced  age  with  the  attainments  of  maturer 
years  ;  the  dying  father  continues  to  live  in  his  off- 
ipnng  ;  and,  till  we  are  indeed  gone,  we  dream  and 
dream  of  being  longer  here. 

We  have  attended  the  progrefs  of  the  patriarch  Ja¬ 
cob  through  the  various  ftages  of  a  life  unufually  long, 
if  we  reckon  woes  for  years,  and  compare  it  with  the 
prefent  ftandard  of  longevity  ;  but  fhort,  if  we  confid- 
er  the  antediluvian  fcale  ;  fhort,  if  we  confider  to 
what  a  (pan  the  hifiory  of  it  {brinks  ;  ffiort,  if  we 
compare  it  with  eternity.  The  fun  has  {hone  upon 
his  head  at  length,'  but  not  till  it  is  covered  with 
grey  hairs.  He  has  found  his  Jofeph  again,  and  even 
embraced  his  foils  ;  but  not  till  the  hands  are  reduced 
to  do'  thd , office  of  the  eyes.  He  walks  down  the 
iieep  of  life  in  tranquillity,  but  his  limbs  tremble  un¬ 
der  him.  His  favourite  fon  is  wife  and  good,  exalt¬ 
ed  to  defer ved  honours  ;  but  his  advancement  has  its 
foundation  in  the  unexampled  villany  of  nine  of  his 
brothers.  He  is  now  arrived  at  that  point  to  which 
the  lorrows  and  joys  of  life  equally  tend,  in  which 
all  events  of  whatever  complexion  mult  finally  iifue. 
Feeling  in  himfelf  the  approach  of  diffolution,  and 
warned  by  that  Spirit  who  had  been  his  comforter  in 
all  his  tribulations^  he  fummons  his  children  to  his 
prefence,  and,  with  a  mixture  of  paternal  ieverity  and 
tendernefs,  anxiety  and  confidence,  adminifters  his 
kill  dying  counfels  to  them. 

It  belongs  to  another  province  than  that  of  hifiory* 
to  illultrate  and  expound  this  addrefs  of  the  expiring 
patriarch  to  his  ions.  Indeed,  it  is  a  paffage  of  per¬ 
haps  as  much  difficulty  as  any  in  icripture.  The  im¬ 
perfect  knowledge  we  have  of  the  {acred  language, 
the  abundant  ufe  made  of  metaphorical  and  figurative 
expreffion,  allufion  to  hifforical  fabts,  which  are  either 
not  recorded  at  all,  or  rather  hinted  than  related,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  natural  ambiguity  and  obicurity  ot 
prophecy,  all  concur  here  to  render  Jacob’s  meaning 
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m  many  places  hard  to  be  underftood,  if  not  totally 
inexplicable.  Inftead  therefore  of  fpending  your 
time,  and  abufing  your  patience,  by  dry  unprofitable 
criticifm  on  points  which  we  frankly  acknowledge 
we  do  not  comprehend,  we  fhall  endeavour  to  look 
through  the  p adage  juft  as  it  Hands  in  the  common 
tranflation,  into  the  dying  patriarch’s  heart,  and  ob- 
ferve  how  the  affe&ions  of  the  man  blend  themlelves 
with  the  fagacity  and  penetration  of  the  prophet. 

Following  the  order  of  nature,  he  addreffes  himfelf 
firft  to  Reuben,  and  fondly  recollects  the  firft  emo¬ 
tions  which  filled  his  heart  on  becoming  a  father.  lie 
fpeaks  to  him  as  raifed  up  and  deftined  of  Providence 
to  birthright  honours  and  privileges,  but  as  having 
degraded  and  difhonoured  himfelf  by  a  bale  unnatural 
crime,  and  therefore  rejected  of  God.  And  thereby 
men  are  inftnnSted,  that  no  fuperiority  of  birth,  of 
fortune,  of  abilities,  can  counterbalance  the  weight 
of  atrocious  wickednefs.  In  this  cenfure,  the  fhame, 
forrow,,  refentment  and  regret  of  a  dying  father 
feem  to  mingle  their  force. 

The  two  next  Tons  of  Jacob  had  affociated  together 
for  the  perpetration  of  an  unheard-of  piece  of  cruelty, 
impiety  and  deceit/  Jacob  had  fharply  reproved  them 
at  the  time  it  was  committed,  and  now  gives  his  dy¬ 
ing  teftimony  again  ft  their  barbarous  and  per  fidious 
conclucf,  in  terms  of  juft  indignation  and  abhorrence,- 
and  prophetically  threatens  them  with  division  and 
difperfion.  But  this,  which  was,  and  intended  to' 
be  a  fevere  punifhment'  to  themfelves,  turned  out  in 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  prediction ^  as  the  punifh- 
ments  of  Heaven  often  are,  an  unfpeakable  honour 
and  benefit  to  their  pofterity.  Tevi  in.  particular, 
40  divided  in  Jacob,  and  fcattered  in  Ifrael,”  was 
thereby  rendered  only  more  iHultrious  and  import¬ 
ant,  being  dignified  as  the  priefts  and  minifters  of  the 
moft  high  God,  in  the  prelence  of  all  their  brethren. 

1  he  crime  of  Reuben  afteCted  his  descendants  to  the 
l-ateft  pofterity.  For  they  never  regained  their  origi- 
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:nal  advantage  of  birth  ;  never  furnifhed  judge  or  gen¬ 
eral,  prieft,  prophet  or  prince  to  Ifrael ;  but  the  of¬ 
fence  6f  Levi  was  expiated  in  his  own  perfon,  and 
reached  not  in  its  effects  to  his  offspring.  The  mor¬ 
al  confequences  of  guilt  ought  in  juffice  to  extend 
to  the  guilty  themfelves  alone ;  but  the  civil  effects 
may  and  often  do  involve  the  innocent  ;  and  that 
without  any  imputation  of  juffice.  The  fon  ought 
not  to  fuffer  death  for  the  murder  which  his  father 
has  committed  j  but  he  may  forfeit  forever  his  hered¬ 
itary  honours  by  his  father's  treafom 

By  what  apparent  title  was  Judah,  the  fourth  fon 
of  Jacob,  raffed  to  fupremaey  over  his  brethren  ?  Nei¬ 
ther  his  moral  character,  nor  intellectual  abilities,  nei¬ 
ther  natural  pre-eminence'  nor  parental  partiality  feem 
to  confer  upon  him  this  high  diftinCtion.  It  muff 
therefore  ftmply  be  refolved  into  the  will  of  Him  who 
doth  according  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven^ 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  :  and  none 
can  ftay  his  hand*  or  fay  unto  him-.  What  doeff 
thou  r”*  It  was  of  Providence,  who  raifeth  up  one,' 
and  bringeth  another  down.  But  how  came  Jacob 
acquainted  with  this  ?  The  fon  on  whom  he  conferred 
the  double  portion  of  primogeniture  j  the  fon  whom 
he  early  dreffed  out  in  a  coat  of  many  colours  ;  the 
fon  of  his  Rachel ;  the  fon  of  his  old  age  ;  the  fon  al¬ 
ready  fo  near  a  throne,  and-  ftill  nearer  to  his  heart* 
would  undoubtedly,  could  a  father's  fondnefs  have  diff 
pofed,  fucceeded  to  the  royal  dignity,  or  the  fan&ity 
of  the  priefthood,  or  the  ftill  higher  dignity  of  giving 
birth  to  the  promifed  Meffiah,  or  to  all  the  three; 
But  the  purpofes  of  Heaven  do  not  always  keep  pace 
with  the  defhinations  of  men.  They  conform  not 
themfelves  to  the  conclufions  of  human  reafon,  or  the 
propenfities  of  the  human  heart.  Not  gentle  and  for¬ 
giving  jofeph,  but  ftern,  unrelenting,  mercilefs  Levi 
drives  birth  to  a  race  of  priefts.  And  lewd,  inconti¬ 
nent,  inceffuous  Judah,  not  chafte,  modeft,  felf-denff 

ed 
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ed  Jofeph,  becomes  the  father  of  kings,  and  the  pro¬ 
genitor  of  Shiloh.  For  what  with  men  is  all  effential, 
all  important,  is  with  God  only  fome  little  petty  cir- 
cumftance.  And  what  human  underftanding  treats 
as  merely  a  cafual,  accidental  circumdance,  Provi¬ 
dence  exalts  into  the  mighty  hinge  on  which  the  fate 
of  empires  and  of  worlds  depends.  Men  bend  before 
a  throne,  and  depife  virtue  ;  God  pours  refpebt  up¬ 
on  goodnefs,  and  tramples  upon  a  throne. 

I  mud  now  exprefs  a  wifh,  which  I  ought  to  have 
;  done  earlier  in  my  diicourfe,  namely,  that  thofe  who 
attend  the  Ledlure  of  this  evening,  had  with  attention 
previoufly  perufed  the  w  hole  of  this  forty-ninth  chap¬ 
ter  of  Genelis.  As  without  at  lead  a  general  knowl¬ 
edge  of  it,  much  of  what  has  been  faid,  and  dill  may 
be  laid,  will  podibly  be  unintelligible  :  and  one  great, 
perhaps  the  principal  end  of  the  Lefture,  will  be  ob¬ 
tained,  if  any  are  thereby  induced  to  fearch  the  fcrip- 
tures  more  carefully,  and  to  compare  fpiritual  things 
with  fpiritual  more  diligently. 

Jacob  then,  guided  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  as 
lately  in  preferring  Ephraim  to  Manaffeh,  and  not  fol¬ 
lowing  his  own  fpirit,  which  would  gladly  have  given 
the  preference  to  Jofeph,  as  his  father’s  partiality 
would  have  fet  Efau  before  himfelf,  affigns  the  kingdom 
to  his  fourth  fon,  with  a  profudon  of  images  and  em¬ 
blems  fignificant  of  power,  authority  and  plenty. 
cc  Judah,  thou  art  he  whom  thy  brethren  diall  praife : 
thy  hand  diall  be  in  the  neck  of  thine  enemies  :  thy 
lather’s  children  diall  bow  down  before  thee.  Judah 
is  a  lion’s  whelp  ;  from  the  prey,  my  fon,  thou  art 
gone  up  :  he  dooped  down,  he  couched  as  a  lion,  and 
as  an  old  lion:  who  diall  rouze  him  up.”*  “  A 

lion’s  whelp,  a  lion,  an  old  lion ;  garments  walked  in 
wine,  and  clothes  in  blood  of  grapes  ;  eyes  red  with 
wine,  teeth  white  with  milk,”  is  the  drong  figurative 
language  employed  by  a  prophetic  father,  to  reprefent 
the  invincible  force,  the  lecure  dignity  and  majedy  ; 
ol.  it.  (3  the 

*  Gen.  xlix.  8,  9, 
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■the  rich  abundance,  allotted  of  God  the  difpofer  of  all 
.things,  to  this  prerogative  tribe. 

But  the  prediction  of  importance  above  all  the  reft, 
is  that  which  we  have  in  the  tenth  verfe,  “  The  fcep- 
tre  fhall  not  depart  from  Judah,  nor  a  law-giver  from 
between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come  :  and  unto  him 
fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.”  Now,  what¬ 
ever  difficulties  may  occur  in  the  folution  of  particular 
words  and  phrafes  in  this  prophecy,  it  is  certain  the 
patriarch  has  his  mind  filled  with  an  object  peculiarly 
great  ;  that  he  forefees  regal  and  legiflative  power 
conferred  on  this  branch  of  his  family,  for  a  long  fuc- 
cefiion  of  ages,  and  until  the  arrival  of  a  certain  dif- 
tinguifhed  perfon  or  event,  expreffed  by  the  term 
* Shiloh,  who  ffiouid  make  a  remarkable  change  in  the 
ftate  of  Judah's  family,  and  of  the  world  in  general. 
And  of  all  the  perfons  and  events  that  have  appeared 
from  the  death  of  Jacob  to  this  hour,  to  none  are  the 
words,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  applicable,  but 
to  Jacob's  Son  and  Lord,  in  whom  the  royal  line 
terminated  ;  in  whofe  trial  and  condemnation  the  pof- 
terity  of  Jacob  folemidy  renounced  all  regal  and  ju¬ 
dicial  authority,  and  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  Cas- 
far  as  their  fovereign  ;  and  to  whom,  Providence, 
by  a  chain  of  miracles  at  firft,  and  an  uninterrupted 
interpolition,  for  almoft  one  thoufand  eight  hundred 
years,  has  drawn  and  united  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  prophecy,  “  to  him 
fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.”  We  pretend 
not  to  fay,  that  the  dying  patriarch  had  a  clear  and 
diftimft  foreknowledge  of  the  object  ;  or  that  his  words 
are  a  full  hiltorical  defcription  of  the  period  to  which 
they  refer.  It  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe,  it  events 
which  have  certainly  come  to  pafs,  are  fuch  as  war¬ 
rant  a  fober  application  of  them  to  a  prediction  fo 
Angular,  in  circumftances  1  o  peculiar,  and  at  a  pe¬ 
riod  fo  remote. 

A  very  clofe  inveftiga-tion  of  the  hiftory,  character, 

and  local  circumftances  of  the  fix  tribes  whofe  fathers 

are 
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are  next  named  in  order,  would  probably  be  found 
to  juftify  what  their  prophetic  parent  here  foretold 
concerning  them.  But,  with  him,  we  haften  them 
by,  with  him  to  come  at  a  nobler,  dearer  objeft  ; 
where  parental  affection  fixes  with  peculiar  delight  ; 
which  the  underftanding,  the  heart  and  the  prophetic 
foul  unite  to  eftabliffi,  to  exalt,  to  enlarge. 

The  only  way  to  do  juftice  to  the  prophet,  to  the 
prophecy,  and  4:o  the  Spirit  which  infpired  the  one  to 
utter  the  other,  is  fimply  to  read  the  words,  and  then 
to  ponder  them  in  our  hearts.  66  Jofeph  is  a  fruitful 
bough,  even  a  fruitful  bough  by  a  well,  whole  branch¬ 
es  run  over  the  wall.  The  archers  have  forely  griev¬ 
ed  him,  and  fhot  at  him,  and  hated  him.  But  his 
bow  abode  in  ftrength,  and  the  arms  of  his  hands 
were  made  ftrong  by  the  hands  of  the  mighty  God 
of  Jacob  :  from  thence  is  the  fhepherd,  the  (tone  of 
lirael.  Even  by  the  God  of  thy  father,  who  (hall 
help  thee,  and  by  the  Almighty  who  (h-all  blefs 
thee,  with  bleffings  of  heaven  above,  blefiings  of 
the  deep  that  lieth  under,  bleffings  of  the  breafl,  and 
of  the  womb.  The  bleffings  of  thy  father  have  pre¬ 
vailed,  above  the  bleffings  of  my  progenitors  :  unto 
the  utmoft  bound  of  the  everlafting  hills  :  they  (hall 
be  on  the  head  of  Jofeph,  and  on  the  crown  of  the 
head  of  him  that  was  feparate  from  his  brethren.”* 

Is  there  an  appearance  of  incoherence  here,  is  there 
a  ledundancy  of  expreffion,  is  there  a  mixing  of  met¬ 
aphor  ?  It  is  btlt  the  more  emphatically  expreffive  of 
the  meltings,  the  overflowings  of  an  affeftionate 
heart,  collecting  its  laft  remains  of  vigour,  retarding 
for  a  moment  the  (troke  of  death,  returning  yet 
once  again  but  to  return  no  more — to  ancient  feel¬ 
ings  and  propensities  ;  expiring  in  the  contemplation 
Ox  the  Lifting  felicity  of  a  dearer  ielf :  the  lover,  the 
hufband  of  Rachel,  before  his  nerves  are  forever  un- 
ftrung,  his  eyes  forever  clofed,  his  tongue  forever 
filent,  dwelling  on  the  name  of  her  beloved  offspring, 

O  2  turning 

*  Gen.  xlfx.  22— -26. 
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turning  the  almoft  extinguifhed  orbs  towards  his 
amiable  countenance,  and  (training  his  darling  jcfepb 
in  his  laft  embrace. 

He  has  hardly  ftrength  left  to  mention  the  name- 
of  Benjamin.  But  nature,  while  death  leaves  to  Ja¬ 
cob  any  remainder  of  her  empire,  continues  polfelfed 
of  a  found  memory,  a  difcerning  judgment,  and 
glowing  affeftions.  But  the  can  no  more  ;  the  voice 
fails,  the  limbs  contract,  the  breath  departs,  the  ar¬ 
tery  beats  no  more  ;  the  heart  of  Jacob  is  at  length 
at  reft. 

The  death  of  a  parent  is  an  event  peculiarly  affect¬ 
ing.  The  fource  of  our  own  life  feems  thereby  as- 
it  were  dried  up.  While  our  parents  live,  we  think 
we  have  a  barrier  betwixt  us  and  the  grave  :  but  that 
being  removed,  the  bold  invader  appears  advancing 
upon  us  with  haftier  ftrides.  If  we  look  forward,  be¬ 
hold  no  bulwark  to  defend  us  ;  if  backward,  our  very 
children  are  warning  us  of  the  neceftity  of  our  depar- 
,  ture  ;  they  prefs  upon  our  heel's,  they  are  ready  to  lay 
their  hands  upon  our  eyes.  Death  ever  fo  long  ex¬ 
pected,  ever  fo  viftbly  approaching,  neverthelefs  fhocks 
and  furprifes  when  it  comes  at  length- 

Jofeph,  having  given  way  to  a  burft  of  forrow  over 
the  Iifelefs  clay  of  his  honoured  father,  fets  about  the 
fpeedy  execution  of  his  foiemn  truft,  in  diicharge  of 
the  oath  which  he  had  taken.  The  higheft  refpedt  we 
can  pay  the  dead,  is  to  fulfil  their  living  defires-  He 
accordingly  gives  commandment  to  have  the  body 
embalmed  according  to  the  manner  of  the  Egyptians. 
This  practice,  which  had  its  origin  in  neceffity,  de¬ 
generated  in  procefs  of  time  into  the  groffeft  oftenta- 
tion,  and  the  moft  abfurd  vanity.  During  the  inun¬ 
dations  of  the  Nile,  it  was  neceflary  to  employ  art  to 
preferve  dead  bodies  from  putrefaction,  till  the  waters 
fubfided-  But  what  w^as  at  firft  merely  a  temporary 
expedient  againft  the  inconveniency  of  heat,  moifture- 
and  corruption,  at  a  feafon  when  fepulture  was  impel-- 
fsble,  bv  degrees — refined,  fliall  I  fay  r  in  the  hands  or 
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that  ingenious  people,  into  a  work  of  infinite  fkill  and 
expenfe.  For  fo  filly  and  vain-glorious  is  the  human 
mind,  that  it  drives  for  the  gratification  of  pride,  in 
objefts  the  moft  humiliating  and  mortifying.  We  are 
far  from  charging  Jofeph  with  afting  from  a  motive  fo 
wretched.  The  journey  to  Canaan  was  long  ;  it  was 
needful  to  ufe  the  common  methods.,  to  keep  the 
corpfe  from  becoming  ofienfive  ;  perhaps  he  deemed 
it  decent  and  wife  to  conform, in  a  matter  not  dire&ly 
fmful,  to  the  practice,  and  to  yield  to  the  prejudices 
of  the  people  among  whom  he  dwelt.  Whatever  were 
his  motives,  certain  it  is,  that  in  embalming  perfons 
of  diftinftion,  a  confiderable  time  was  employed,  and 
large  fums  expended.  Threescore  and  ten  days  at 
lealt  were  necelfary  ;  forty  in  filling  the  body  with 
aromatic  drugs  and  fpices,  and  thirty  in  hardening 
and  drying  it  with  fait  and  nitre.  Some  Jewifh  writ¬ 
ers,  fond  of  magnifying  in  every  thing  their  extrac¬ 
tion,  give  out,  that  Jacob,  by  exprefs  order  of  Phara¬ 
oh,  was  embalmed  after  the  manner  of  the  princes  of 
Egypt,  as  a  farther  mark  of  gratitude  and  refpect  to 
jofeph  ;  and  that  this  explains  the  account  we  have 
in  fcripture,  of  the  general  mourning  of  the  Egyptians 
for  him,  during  the  feventy  days  of  the  embalming. 

At  the  end  of  that  period,  Joieph  makes  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  king  for  liberty  to  go  to  Canaan,  to  bury 
his  aead  father.  And  here  we  have  another  not  un- 
amufing  picture  of  the  ancient  manners  of  an  Egyp¬ 
tian  court,  Jofeph  the  faviour  of  Egypt,  the  fecond 
man  in  the  kingdom,  might  not  go  into  the  royal 
prefence  in  a  mourning  habit.  At  fuch  pains  has  the 
world  been,  and  fuch  pains  it  ftill  takes,  to  keep  truth 
from  the  eyes  anci  the  ears  of  kings.  Unhappy 
wretches!  How  can  they  be  wife  and  good  ?  Every 
creature  with  whom  they  are  connected  is  in  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  keep  them  from  the  knowledge  of  them- 
felves.  The  poor  man  called  a  monarch  muff  not  fee 
a  memorial  of  death,  becaufe  death  brings  him  to  the 
level  of  other  men.  Pity  it  is,  fo  well  conditioned  a 
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prince  as  Pharaoh  fhould  want  any  help  to  wifdom. 
Studious  of  the  honour  and  comfort  of  fo  good  and 
faithful  a  fervant,  he  grants  an  immediate  affent  to  his 
requeft,  and  permits  him  to  employ  the  whole  pomp 
of  Egypt,  if  it  might  teftify  refpeft  to  the  memory  of 
the  honelt  patriarch.  Mark,  my  friends,  how  fhort 
the  tranfition,  how  hidden  the  change.  It  is  but  a 
few  fhort  years  fmce  the  waggons  of  Pharaoh  were 
fent,  with  much  form,  to  carry  Jacob  into  Egypt ;  and 
now  the  fame  pomp  is  employed  to  convey  his  breath- 
lefs  clay  back  to  Canaan  again.  Alas,  alas !  the  cere¬ 
monies  of  a  coronation,  and  of  a  funeral,  differ  only 
in  a  few  trifling  circumflances.  Jacob  is  embalmed 
by  the  phyficians  ;  but  behold  he  is  preferved  by  a 
more  precious  perfume  than  all  the  fpices  of  Egypt — 
the  pious  tears  of  a  dutifui  and  affe&ionate  child  ;  and 
his  memory  preferved  on  this  never-dying  record, 
fends  forth  a  fragrance  which  time  cannot  wafte,  nor 
life  diminifh. 

The  account  is  now  at  length  clofed,  and  the  bal¬ 
ance  ftruck.  And  how  does  it  Hand  ?  A  life  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-feven  years  in  all ;  of  which  not 
above  a  ninth  part  paffed  in  any  tolerable  degree  of 
peace  and  comfort,  and  that  portion  of  it  at  a  period 
when  the  heart  has  fcarcely  any  tail e  ot  pleaiure  at  all. 
The  early,  the  fufceptible  part  of  his  life  was  filled 
with  a  fucceflion  of  diitrefles  of  the  moil  difaflrous 
and  overwhelming  nature  ;  he  was  flricken,  imitten 
there  where  the  heart  mofl  fenfibly  feels.  But  let 
us  turn  the  page,  and  examine  the  articles  which 
make  for  him.  An  early  declared,  and  continually 
fupported  favour  and  preference  of  Heaven  in  his  be¬ 
half- — Early,  conflant,  habitual  impreilions  of  piety 
The  covenant  promife  and  pfefence  of  the  Almighty 
The  teflimOny  of  a  confcience  void  of  offence- — ihe 
aggrandizement,  and  the  virtues  of  his  beloved  ion-— 
Seventeen  years  of  uninterrupted  quiet,  with  daily 
growing  profpefts  of  profperity  to  his  family  ;  and 

the  confolation  of  expiring  at  laid  in  the  arms  of  Jo¬ 
feph — 
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feph _ O,  the  balance  is  greatly  in  his  favour  !  Who 

fhall  dare  to  fay  God  has  dealt  hardly  with  him  ?  We 
ihall  make  Jacob  himfelf  judge  of  the  cafe  now,  and 
defy  him  to  fay,  “  All  thefe  things  are  againft  me.” 
The  patriarch  makes  a  greater  figure  in  death  than 
ever  he  had  done  in  his  life.  1  he  houle  o  1:  Ilrael,  the 
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in  glory  have  any  intercourfe  with  their  fellow-par¬ 
takers  in  blifs,  what  mult  it  have  been  to  Jacob,  af¬ 
ter  treading  in  the  footfteps  of  Abraham  and  Ifaac 
his  fathers,  to  overtake  and  be  joined  to  them  in 
that  world,  where  men  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in 
heaven  ;  and  to  fee  his  faithful  children,  his  Jofeph 
in  particular,  gathered  unto  him,  every  one  in  his 
own  order,  their  day  of  trial  alfo  over,  and  their 
warfare  accomplilhed  ?  What  mult  it  have  been  to 
all  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord,  to  fee  their  common 
Saviour  returning  on  high,  leading  captivity  captive, 
triumphing  over  principalities  and  powers  ?  If  there 
be  joy  in  heaven  over  one  fmner  that  repenteth, 
what  mull  have  been  the  joy  of  that  day,  when  an 
eleft  world,  in  the  perfon  of  their  divine  Head,  took 
poffeffion  of  a  throne  eternal  in  the  heavens  ? 

The  next  LeCture  will  conclude  the  hiflory  of  Jo¬ 
feph,  and  the  book  of  Genefis,  and  bring  down  that 
of  the  world  to  its  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
ninth  year,  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-five 
years  before  Chrift, 

— Jacob,  like  his  forefathers,  died,  and  was  buried, 
and  law  corruption  ;  but  he  whom  God  raifed  up 
died  indeed,  and  was  buried,  but  faw  no  corruption. 
Jacob  could  obferve,  be  offended  with,  and  reprove 
the  faults  of  his  children,  but  Chrift  has  power  to 
forgive  fins,  and  to  change  a  finful  nature.  The  day 
which  Jacob  faw  afar  off",  is  that  which  arofe  under 
Jefus  in  all  its  meridian  fplendour,  and  continues 
to  fhine  unto  this  day.  The  body  of  Jacob,  by  the 
fkiil  of  phyficians,  was  for  a  while  faved  from  putre¬ 
faction  ;  the  body  of  Chrift,  by  the  almighty  power 
of  God,  was  preferred,  fo  that  not  a  bone  of  it  wTas 
broken  on  the  crofs,  not  a  particle  of  it  loft  and  left 
in  the  grave.  The  corpfe  of  the  patriarch  depofited 
in  the  cave  of  Machpelah,  in  Canaan,  was  a  token 
and  pledge  to  his  family,  that  in  due  time  they  Ihould 
return  thither,  and  enjoy  lading  poffeffion  ;  the  ref- 
urrection  and  afcenfion  of  Chrift’s  glorious  body,  gives 

full 
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full  fecurity  to  all  his  fpiritual  feed,  that  “  thofe  who 
ileep  in  [efus,  God  will  bring  with  him  ;”  “  Chrift 
the  head  firft,  afterwards  they  that  are  Chrift’s  at  his 
coming.”  The  poffefiion,  of  which  Jacob’s  burial 
was  the  pledge,  was  itfelf  partial  and  tranfitory,  was 
long  ago  forfeited,  and  has  long  ago  expired  ;  but 
the  fucceffion  enfured  by  the  afcenfton  of  Chrift,  is 
to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and 
that  fadeth  not  away.”  Egyptian  art  might  keep  to¬ 
gether  the  duft  of  Jacob  for  a  while  ;  but  the  power 
of  God,  through  the  grace  that  is  in  Chrift,  guards 
every  fragment  and  fflred  of  it  even  until  now,  and 
will  raife  it  up  again  at  the  laft  day.5’  The  afflict¬ 
ed  man  Jacob  law  the  end  of  all  his  troubles  in  the 
friendly  tomb ;  Jacob,  the  believer,  the  faint  in  blifs, 
fees  no  end  to  his  joy,  but  a  Hill  beginning,  never-end¬ 
ing  eternity.  “  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righ¬ 
teous,  and  let  my  laft  end  be  like  his.”  To  me  to 
live  let  it  be  Chrift,  and  then  to  die  it  fflall  be  gain. 
Let  us  be  followers  of  them  “who,  through  faith  and 
patience,  inherit  the  promifes.”  “  Be  faithful  unto 
death,  and  ye  fhall  receive  a  crown  of  life.”  “  The 
hour  cometh,  when  all  who  are  in  their  graves  fhall 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  fflall  lived’ 
€C  Bleffed  and  holy  is  he  that  hath  part  in  the  firft  ref- 
urre&ion  :  on  fuch  the  fecond  death  hath  no  power, 
but  they  fflall  be  priefts  of  God,  and  of  Chrift,  and 
fhall  reign  with  him  a  thoufand  years.”* 
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And  Jofeph  ji aid  unto  his  brethren ,  I  die  :  and  God  will 
furely  vifit  you ,  and  bring  you  out  of  this  land ,  unto  the 
land  which  he  fware  to  Abraham ,  to  Ifaac ,  %r- 

cob •  Jofeph  took  an  oath  of  the  children  of  Ifraef 

faying ,  G^r/  will  furely  vifit  you ,  ye  fhall  carry  up 

my  bones  from  hence .  &  Jofeph  died ,  being  an  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  years  old :  and  they  embalmed  him , 
he  was  put  in  a  coffin  in  Egypt * 

rlP 

X  HE  events  of  a  fhort  and  uncertain  life  upon  earth, 
derive  all  their  importance  from  the  relation  which 
they  bear  to* a  future  and  eternal  ftate  of  exiftence. 
Remove  the  profpe&s  of  immortality,  and  what  is 
left  worthy  the  attention  and  purfuit  of  a  man  ? 
What  is  reputation  ?  A  breath  of  empty  air  :  honour, 
a  bubble ;  riches,  a  bird  eternally  on  the  wing ; 
youth,  beauty,  health,  fading  flowers  of  the  fpring  ; 
the  fplendour  cf  kings,  childifh  pageantry  ;  a  crown, 
a  toy.  That  alone  is  valuable  which  time  cannot  im¬ 
pair,  nor  mortality  deftroy  ;  that  which,  though  the 
man  die,  continues  to  live  and  fpeak  ;  that  which,  de- 
fpifed  or  neglected  of  men,  is  of  high  eftimation  in 
the  fight  of  God.  If  in  this  life  only  there  were 
hope,  the  happier:  of  mankind  were  a  wretched,  dark, 
comfortlefs  beiner.  Rut  for  the  confutations  of  reliv- 

O  /  _  o 

ion,  Jacob  mull  have  funk  under  the  accumulated 
weight  of  calamity  upon  calamity  :  and  jofeph  defti- 

tute 
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tute  of  a  principle  of  grace  in  the  heart,  had  fallen  in 
the  hour  of  temptation,  or  defpaired  in  the  day  of  ad- 
verfity  ;  had  rifen  into  pride  when  exalted  to  honour, 
or  deviated  into  refentment  and  revenge  when  armed 
with  power.  But,  directed  and  fupported  by  this  ce- 
leftial  guide,  he  defcends  into  the  pit  undeje&ed,  u^- 
difmayed  ;  ipurns  with  holy  indignation  the  lonci ra¬ 
tions  of  illicit  defire  ;  prelerves  moderation  in  the 
height  of  profperity,  and  finks  the  refentments  of  the 
injured  man,  in  the  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  of  the 
affectionate  brother.  A  character  fo  near  perfection 
feldom  occurs  ;  we  have  therefore  been  tempted  to 
dwell  upon  it  the  longer,  and  now  that  we  mult  part 
with  it,  we  bid  it  farewel,  with  no  little  regret. 

The  laft  office  in  which  we  left  Jofeph  employed, 
was  the  burial  of  his  venerable  parent.  In  this  he  at 
once  acquitted  a  folemn  obligation  ;  fulfilled  the  law 
of  humanity,  gratitude  and  filial  duty  ;  and  a&ed  faith 
in  the  covenant  and  promife  of  God  given  to  his 
forefathers.  He  is  never  fo  mucii  an  Egyptian,  as 
to  forget  he  is  an  Israelite  ;  but,  engaged  in  the  du¬ 
ties  of  a  fon  of  Ifrael,  he  remembers  he  was  a  natu¬ 
ralized  Egyptian.  Having  depofited  the  facred  pledge 
in  the  cave  of  the  field  of  Machpelah,  he  and  his 
brethren  and  all  his  retinue  return  into  the  land  of 
Egypt. 

Terror  ever  haunts  the  guilty  confcience  ;  and 
men,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad,  are  apt  to  judge 
of  others  by  themfelves.  The  brothers  of  Jofeph 
confidered  the  life  of  their  father  as  the  only  bulwark 
betwixt  them  and  their  brother’s  anger.  Knowing 
themfelves  to  be  criminal,  they  conclude  he  muff  be 
refentful ;  knowing  he  had  the  power,  they  fuppofe 
he  muff  needs  have  the  inclination  to  puniih  them. 
O  how  guilt  degrades,  debafes  the  fpirit  of  a  man  1  In 
bad  minds  how  quick  the  tranfition  from  extreme  to 
extreme!  How  nearly  allied  to  each  other,  vices  feem- 
ingly  remote,  contradictory  and  oppofite  I  1  hefe  re¬ 
flections  are  all  ftrikingly  exemplified  and  iiluffrated 
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in  the  conduct  of  Jacob’s  fons.  We  fee  malice  and 
crue  ty  paffing  into  iufpicion  and  timidity  ;  infolence 
but  a  tingle  ftep  removed  from  fawning,  flattery  and 
lubmiflion  ;  and  bold  defiance  of  Heaven  changing  in 
a  moment  into  fuperftitious  horror.  They  had  before 
done  obeifanc-e  to  jofeph,  not  knowing  who  he  was, 
and  fo  fulfilled  the  dreams  of  his  early  youth,  which 
had  given  them  fuch  mortal  offence.  With  a  mean- 
nefs  equal  to  their  former  haughtinefs,  they  now  vol¬ 
untarily  profirate  themfelves  in  his  prefence,  and 
humbly  deprecate  that  wrath  winch  they  had  fo  un- 
juftly  provoked.  What  a  pitiable,  what  a  contempti- 
ble  ngure  a  man  makes,  overtaken  and  reproved  by 
his  own  wickednefs  ! 

A  little  mind  would  have  enjoyed  this  triumph  of 
acknowledged  fuperiority,  if  it  did  not  refort  to  retal¬ 
iation.  But  a  great  foul  like  Jofeph’s  gives  only  into 
emotions  worthy  of  itfelf.  Seeing  his  'father’s  chil¬ 
dren  thus  humbled  before  him,  he  diilolves  into  tears, 
had  he  been  ever  fo  much  inclined  to  vengeance,  ad¬ 
jured  by  the  awful  names  of  his  father  and  his  God, 
his  heart  muff  have  relented,  and  anger  muff  have 
turned  to  pity.  But  in  truth,  he  had  never  harbour¬ 
ed  one  thought  of  revenge,  and  the  offenders  poffeff- 
ed  an  infinitely  better  fecurity  in  the  generofity  and 
compaflion  of  their  brother,  than  in  the  proteriion  of 
their  father’s  feeble  arm,  parental  authority,  or  frail 
life.  Being  at  no  variance  with  them,  entertaining 
no  grudge,  mark  what  pains  he  takes  to  reconcile 
them  to  themfelves;  “  But  as  for  you,  ye  thought  evil 
again!!  me,  but  God  meant  it  unto  good,  to  bring  to 
pafs,  as  it  is  this  day,  to  fave  much  people  alive. 
Now  therefore  fear  ye  not :  I  will  nourifh  you,  and 
your  little  ones.  And  he  comforted  them,  and  fpake 
kindly  unto  them.”* 

Such  is  the  exalted  triumph  of  true  goednefs. 
Not  latisfied  with  merely  bellowing  forgivenels,  it 
ftrives  to  clofe  the  wounds  which  guilt  has  made  :  it 


*  Gen,  1.  20,  21. 
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aims  not  only  at  bettering  the  external  condition  of 
the  penitent,  but  alfo  at  meliorating  his  inward 
frame  ;  it  not  only  proclaims  peace  to  the  offender, 
but  likewife  generoufly  ftudies  the  means  of  reftor- 
ing  him  to  peace  with  his  own  confcience.  This  is 
the  glorious  triumph  of  God  himfelf,  who  overcomes 
evil  with  good,  turns  enmity  into  love,  and  obliter¬ 
ates  the  foul  traces  of  undutifulnefs  and  ingratitude, 
by  painting  over  them  the  fairer,  fofter  features  of 
filial  tendernefs  and  dutiful  fubmiflion.  And  in  no 
one  refpeft  can  human  nature  fo  nearly  refemble  the 
divine,  as  in  pardoning  tranfgreffion,  in  fhewing  mer¬ 
cy,  in  beftowing  on  the  guilty  outward  and  inward 
peace,  and  burying  and  effacing  painful  and  mortify¬ 
ing  recolledlions  in  total  and  everlafting  oblivion. 
Thus  Jofeph  comforted  his  brethren,  and  fpake  kind¬ 
ly  unto  them.  This  fpirit,  a  greater  than  Jofeph,  by 
precept,  by  example,  and  by  the  model  which  he 
preferibed  for  our  devotions,  has  recommended  and 
enforced  ;  and  thus,  by  habitually  drinking  into  it, 

men  (hall  at  length  become  perfect,  as  their  Father 
in  heaven  is  perfect.” 

At  the  death  of  his  father,  jofeph  was  fifty-fix 
years  old.  The  hiftory  of  the  remainder,  containing 
a  period  of  fifty-four  years  more,  fhrinks  into  a  few 
ihort  fentences.  But  they  exhibit  a  beautiful  and  in- 
ftrudtive  picture  of  a  generous  fpirit,  of  great  and- 
growing  domeflic  happinefs,  of  a  capacious  prophetic 
foul,  and  of  a  faithful,  obedient  and  believing  heart. 
He  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  living  to  fee  his  pofterity 
of  the  fourth  generation,  by  Ephraim  his  younger 
fon,  and  of  the  third,  by  Manaffeh  his  firft-bonu 
He  had  the  felicity  of  beholding  Ifrael  greatly  increaf- 
ed,  and  the  promife  of  God  haftening  to  its  accom- 
plifhment ;  refigmed  to  die  in  Egypt,  but  looking  and 
longing  for  a  fepulchre  in  Canaan.  Jacob’s,  a  life 
of  almoft  uninterrupted  mifery,  is  lengthened  out  to 
the  hundred  and  forty-feventh  year  ;  Jofeph’s,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  few  years,  a  feene  of  fplendour, 

ufefulnefs 
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ufefulnefs  and  prolperity,  is  cut  fiiort  at  a  hundred 
and  ten.  But  the  difference  dwindles  into  mere  noth¬ 
ing  before  Him,  with  whom  “  a  thoufand  years  are 
as  one  day,  and  one  day  as  a  thoufand  years.”  Grief 
has  its  cure,  ufefulnefs  its  period,  glory  its  decay, 
and  pride  its  deftroyer  in  the  grave.  As  his  dying 
father  held  him  engaged  by  a  folemn  oath  not  to 
bury  him  but  in  Canaan,  fo  Jofeph  binds  his  pofter- 
ity  by  a  fimilar  obligation  to  carry  his  remains,  when 
opportunity  offered,  to  the  facred  fpot  where  the 
fleeping  duff  of  Abraham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob  repofed. 
Whatever  had  been  his  power  or  poffeffions  in  Egypt, 
this  is  all  he  bequeaths  to  his  children  :  his  laft,  dying 
will,  difpofes  of  nothing  but  his  bones.  But  it  is  no! 
merely  the  natural  defire  of  the  man,  to  reft  in  death 
with  his  fathers  ;  it  is  the  zeal,  piety  and  wifdom  of 
the  believer,  leaving  to  his  family  a  folemn  pledge  of 
his  dying  confidence  in  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of 
God.  Accordingly,  the  dead  body  of  Jofeph  be¬ 
comes  no  inconfiderable  objeCt  in  the  hiftory  of  Ifra- 
el,  from  this  time  forward,  to  their  final  eftablifhment 
in  Canaan.  With  much  pomp  it  was  now  embalm¬ 
ed  ;  with  much  care  it  was  preferved  in  their  deepeft 
diftrelfes  and  affliction  ;  in  all  their  wanderings  it  ac¬ 
companied  them,  and  never,  till  they  refted  in  the 
peaceable  poffeiilon  of  the  land  of  promife,  did  it 
reft  in  the  peaceful  tomb. 

But  had  the  credit  of  Jofeph  declined  before  his 
death  ?  Had  Pharaoh  died,  and  Egypt  forgotten  to  be 
grateful,  that  no  royal  mandate  is  iffued  for  a  fplen- 
did  public  interment ;  that  an  affectionate  nation  ac¬ 
companies  not,  with  tears,  the  fon,  as  they  did  the  fa¬ 
ther,  to  his  long  home  ?  Miferable  would  Jofeph  have 
been,  had  not  his  happinefs  refted  on  a  furer  founda¬ 
tion  than  the  fmile  of  kings,  or  the  applaufe  of  a  mul¬ 
titude.  Who  fliall  be  vain  of  any  thing,  when  fuch  a 
man  as  Jofeph  ruuft  be  content  to  obtain  that  by  en¬ 
treaty  and  permiffion,  which  once  he  could  have  en¬ 
joined  by  authority.  His  pious  attention  to  the  dead 
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is  now  requited  by  the  pious  attention  of  the  living* 
And  thus  of  all  the  debts  contracted  by  us,  none  is  fo 
certain  of  being  repaid,  as  the  laft  folemn  offices  of 
humanity.  Here,  we  only  give  and  receive  a  little 
ihort  credit  ;  and  the  day  of  our  burial  haftens  on, 
with  rapid  wings,  to  bring  the  account  to  a  balance. 

Thus  lived,  and  thus  died,  Jofeph  the  foil  of  Jacob. 
A  man,  whom  all  nations,  and  every  defcription  of 
mankind,  have  united  to  praife  and  admire.  Whole 
character  and  fortunes  the  pen  of  infpiration  has 
vouchsafed  to  delineate  with  lingular  accuracy,  and 
with  uncommon  ftrength’of  colouring.  Who  in  ev¬ 
ery  ftage  of  life,  in  youth,  in  manhood,  and  even  to 
old  age,  interefts,  inllructs  and  delights  every  reader 
of  tafte,  virtue  and  fenfibility.  Who,  in  adverfity  pre- 
ferved  inflexible  conftancy  ;  and,  in  elevation  next  to 
royalty,  adorned  his  high  Ration  by  unaffected  fnn- 
plicity,  incorruptible  integrity,  native,  unalfuming  dig¬ 
nity,  fervent  piety,  invariable  moderation,  and  uni¬ 
form  mo  deity  and  humility.  Who,  as  a  fon,  a  broth¬ 
er,  a  fervant,  a  father,  a  mailer,  a  ruler,  is  equally 
amiable  and  praife-worthy.  Who,  to  the  fagacity  of 
the  llatefman  added  the  penetration  of  the  prophet, 
the  firmnefs  of  the  believer,  and  the  purity  of  the  faint. 
Who,  by  the  bleffing  of  Providence,  was  faved  through 
dangers  the  moll  threatening,  to  pity,  to  forgive,  and 
to  preferve  thofe  who  meant  to  have  deRroyed  him  ; 
and  who,  in  a  word,  was  miratuioufly  raifed  up  of 
God  from  an  obfcure  Ration,  to  be  an  inllrument  of 
much  temporal  good  to  nations  ;  to  mature  and  exe¬ 
cute  the  plans  of  eternal  Wifdom,  and  to  typify  to  a 
dark  age,  Him  who  is  fairer  than  the  children  of  men, 
and  through  whom  all  the  bleffings  of  nature,  of  prov¬ 
idence  and  of  redemption  are  communicated  to  man¬ 
kind.  We  cannot  therefore,  as  chrifiians,  conclude 
his  hillory  better,  than  by%confidering  it  Tomewhat 
more  particularly,  as  a  typical  reprefentation  of  the 
perfon,  the  character,  the  offices,  and  the  work  of  the 
Meffiah. 
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We  know  the  generation  of  Jofeph  the  fon  of  Ra¬ 
chel,  and  the  well-beloved  of  Jacob — but  66  who  fhall 
declare  the  generation”  of  the  well-beloved  Son  of 
God,  “  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
and  truth  ?”  Early,  unambiguous  prognoftics  fore¬ 
told  the  future  greatnefs  of  jofeph.  Thus  the  tongues 
of  a  thoufand  prophets  ;  figns  in  heaven  and  figns  in 
earth  ;  the  difpofition  of  angels  fingly,  and  of  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  the  heavenly  hod  together,  before  and  at  his 
birth,  conduct  the  babe  of  Bethlehem  from  the  man¬ 
ger  to  the  throneo  Some  allegorifts,  who  inquire 
rather  curioully  than  wifely,  have  carried  the  analogy 
fo  far  as  to  reprefent  Jofeph’s  coat  of  many  colours, 
the  didinguifhing  badge  of  his  father’s  partial  affection, 
as  typical  of  the  body  prepared  for  Chrid,  cc  curioufly 
wrought  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth.”  When  im¬ 
agination,  imreftrained  by  reafon,  and  uncondufted 
by  fcripture,  is  fet  to  work,  any  thing  may  be  made 
to  refemble  any  thing.  But  if  the  interefls  of  true 
piety  be  promoted,  we  mud  give,  as  we  need  and  ex¬ 
pect,  much  allowance  ;  and  fo  long  as  a  metaphor  pre¬ 
fumes  not  to  pafs  for  a  text  or  an  argument,  let  met¬ 
aphorical  language  be  examined  with  candour,  and 
the  bold  flights  of  an  honefl  heart  be  treated  with  ten- 
deinefs  and  refpect.  While  we  thus  plead  indulgence 
for  others,  we  are  perhaps  making  an  apology  that  is 
neceffary  to  ourfelves  ;  and  far,  very  far  from  this 
place  be  the  vanity  of  thinking  that  “  furely  we  are 
the  people,  and  that  wifdom  fhall  die  with  us.” 

We  remarked  of  jofeph,  that  in  making  his  obfer- 
vations  upon,  and  in  giving  the  report  of  his  brother’s 
conduct:,  a  mixture  of  felf-iufficiency,  malevolence 
and  prefumption  might  poffibly  infmuate  itfelt ;  but 
in  the  cenfure  and  reproof  adminidered  by  the  Broth¬ 
er  and  Friend  of  mankind, we  always  difcover  unmix¬ 
ed  benevolence  and  gentlenefs  :  ieverity  againft  the 
offence  without  .  acrimony  towards  the  offender  ; 
ilownefs  to  condemn,  readinefs  to  forgive  ;  a  dilpoii- 
tion  to  palliate  and  excufe  the  word  of  crimes,  indead 
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of  eagernefs  and  zeal  to  deteft,  magnify  and  expofe 
the  lead:.  Jacob's  affe&ionate  embaffy  to  his  fons  in 
the  wildernefs,  by  the  mouth  of  his  beloved  Jofeph, 
in  all  its  circumdances,  has  already  been  noticed  as 
exaftly  typical  of  the  melfage  borne  from  the  com- 
paffionate  Father  of  men,  to  his  wandering  exiled 
children,  by  the  Son  of  his  love.  Who  can  think 
of  Jofeph  following  his  brethren  from  place  to  place 
with  thoughts  of  peace,  and  meeting  in  return  with 
hatred  and  violence,  without  refie&ing  the  next  mo¬ 
ment  on  the  words  of  the  evangelid,  44  he  came  to 
his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not."  44  Not 
this  man,  but  Barabbas."  44  Away  with  him,  crucify 
him,  crucify  him."  44  O  Jerufalem,  Jerufalem,  thou 
that  killed  the  prophets,  and  doned  them  which 
are  fent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have  gathered 
thy  children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gathefeth  her 
chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye  would  not  ?"* 
Jofeph  wTas  fold  at  the  fuggedion  of  Judah  to  the 
Ifhmaelites  for  a  few  pieces  of  filver.  The  counter¬ 
part  of  this  forces  itfelf  upon  our  imagination. 
46  The  Son  of  Man  fhall  be  betrayed  into  the  hands 
of  men  ;"  44  mine  own  familiar  friend,  in  whom  I 
truded,  which  did  eat  of  my  bread,  hath  lifted  up 
his  heel  againd  me."f  44  Judas,  betrayed  thou  the 
Son  of  man  with  a  kifs  ?"  Jofeph  faithful  and  juft 
to  Potiphar  and  to  Pharaoh  ;  Jofeph  in  the  form  of  a 
fervant,  and  the  bufmefs  and  affairs  of  his  mader 


profpering  in  his  hand,  lead  us  directly  to  him  of 
whom  it  is  fpoken  in  prophetic  vifion,  44  Behold, 
my  fervant  dial!  deal  prudently,  he  lhall  be  exalted 
and  extolled,  and  be  very  high."j  Jofeph  affaulted 
with  temptation,  refiding  and  overcoming,  condu&s 
us  with  our  tempted  Saviour  to  the  top  of  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  high  mountain,  to  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple, 
and  diews  us  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked  one 
falling  harmlefs  on  the  ground,  becaufe  driking  on 
the  Ihield  of  faith  ;  and  44  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  the 
Vol.  II.  P  word 
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word  of  God,”  like  lightning  penetrating  and  pierc¬ 
ing  the  armour  of  the  adverfary.  jofeph  unjuftly 
accufed,  condemned  and  punifhed,  without  {training 
for  an  allufion,  points  to  Jeius,  numbered  with 
trangreffbrs,55  charged  with  crimes  which  he  never 
committed,  and  upon  a  trial,  a  mockery  of  all  legal 
proceeding,  condemned  with  the  vilefl  of  mankind  to 
the  death  of  a  Have. 

But  we  fee  Jofeph  even  in  prifon  and  difgraced, 
preferring  dignity,  exercifmg  ufefulnefs,  difclofing 
futurity  to  his  fellow  prifoners,  reftoring  the  one  to 
the  prefence  and  favour  of  Pharaoh,  leaving  the  oth¬ 
er  to  perifh  under  the  weight  of  the  royal  difpleafure* 
Thus  we  fee  Jefus,  from  the  exalted  infamy  of  the 
crofs,  difpenfmg  more  than  life  and  death,  opening 
and  lhutting  the  gates  of  heaven,  afftiming  to  himfelf 
the  right  of  difpoling  of  feats  in  the  paradife  of  God  5 
carrying  the  penitent  with  him  to  the  prefence  of  his 
Father  and  his  God ;  leaving  the  impenitent  to  die 
•  in  his  fins.  But  there  is  here  this  remarkable  differ¬ 
ence,  jofeph  befought  the  chief  butler  to  remember 
him,  hoping  to  owe  his  enlargement  to  the  powerful, 
compaffionate  and  grateful  interceffion  of  that  offi¬ 
cer  ;  but  jefus,  as  Lord  of  the  worlds  vifible  and 
invifible,  as  the  fovereign  difpofer  of  all  things,  by 
his  own  power  exalts  his  fellow  fufferer  from  the 
crofs  to  a  throne  above  the  ikies.  Behold  Jofeph 
.tranilated  from  the  dungeon  to  the  palace,  from  the 
condition  of  a  prifoner  and  a  flave,  to  that  of  a  mighty 
prince  ;  and  in  that,  behold  Jefus  emerging  from  the 
tomb,  afcending  above  all  height,  exalted  to  the  fov- 
ereign  adminiftration  of  all  things  in  heaven  and  in 
earth.  Ought  not  Chrift  to  have  fuffered  thefe 
things,  and  to  enter  into  his  glory?”*  “  It  became 
Him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  ail 
things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto  glory,  to  make 
the  Captain  of  their  falvation  perfect  through  fuffer- 
ings.”f  Jofeph  revealed  to  Pharaoh  and  to  all  Egypt 

what 
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what  was  the  will  of  Heaven  concerning  them  for  ma¬ 
ny  years  to  come  :  thus  Jefus  revealed  to  a  guilty, 
perifhing  world  the  will  of  God  for  their  falvation, 
and  made  timely  provision,  not  for  the  tranfient  and 
ineffectual  fupport  of  a  few  fleeting  years,  but  for  the 
eternal  entertainment  and  felicity  of  men,  who  were 
devoted  to  death,  and  threatened  with  everlafting 
mifery.  Jofeph  employed  the  preffure  of  famine  to 
enilave  Egypt,  and  to  fubje'Ct  a  whole  people  to  the 
will  of  the  fovereign  :  but  Jefus,  armed  with  all 
power  for  our  deftruCtion,  employed  it  only  for  our 
deliverance  ;  and  inftead  of  finking  and  degrading 
the  lubjeCts  of  his  government,  fuch  is  his  love,  he 
raifes  them  all  to  the  dignities,  privileges  and  poffef- 
fions  of  the  Ions  of  God.  He  is  the  true  prophet; 

the  true  light  which  enlighteneth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world,”  “  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God 
is  ;  none  fo  difcreet  and  wife  as  he,”  Zaphnathpaane- 
ah,  the  true  revealer  of  fecrets,  who  “  is  worthy  to 
take  the  fealed  book,”  which  contains  the  fecrets  of 
the  eternal  mmd,  and  to  open  its  feven  feals.  The 
clemency  of  Jofeph  to  his  unkind,  unnatural  brothers, 
is  a  lively  and  affeCting  reprefentation  of  the  patience, 
gentlenefs  and  mercy  of  Chrift  to  his  brethren  after 
the  flefh,  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  to  guilty  ungrate¬ 
ful  men  in  general.  “  Father  forgive  them,”  faid  he, 
as  he  was  expiring  on  the  crofs,  “  they  know  not 
what  they  do.”  And  not  many  days  after  that  with 
wicked  hands  men  had  crucified  and  flain  him,  many 
thoufands  of  thefe  very  men  were  made  to  tafte  of 
his  grace,  were  admitted  into  his  family,  and  exalted 
to  a  place  with  him  on  his  throne.  But  we  muff  not 
purfue  the  fimilitude  through  every  particular  ;  it 
would  protraCt  our  difcourfe  to  an  immoderate  length. 
Pinally  then,  Jofeph  pioufly  referred  every  thing  that 
beiel  him  to  the  provident,  wife  and  gracious  deltina- 
tion  of  the  Almighty:  and  what  faith  Jefus?  “T 
feek  not  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  the  Father 
which  hath  fent  me.”  cc  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will 
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of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to  finifh  his  work.”  “  O 
my  Father,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me  ; 
neverthelefs,  not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt.” 

And  thus  have  we  finifhed  the  hiftory  of  the  patri¬ 
arch  Jofeph  :  the  various  ftages  of  whofe  life  may  be 
thus  calculated.  He  was  born  in  Haran,  in  the  year 
of  the  world  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
where  he  lived  till  fix  years  old.  He  was  then  re¬ 
moved  with  the  reft  of  his  father’s  family  into  Ca¬ 
naan,  where  he  lived  eleven  years  ;  at  which  period  he 
was  by  his  brethren  fold  to  the  Iflimaelites,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  Egypt,  where  he  ferved  Potiphar  ten  years, 
and  remained  in  prifon  three  :  fo  that  he  was  thirty, 
when  he  firft  flood  before  Pharaoh,  and  was  raifed 
immediately  to  the  dignity  of  viceroy.  Suppofing 
the  feven  plenteous  years  to  commence  immediately, 
he  was  thirty-feven  when  they  ended  :  and  the  fec- 
ond  year  of  famine  being  ended,  he  being  then 
thirty-nine,  Jacob  and  his  family  defcended  into 
Egypt ;  and  the  aged  patriarch  lived  there  cherilh- 
ed  by  his  fon  feventeen  years*,  which  brings  himfelt 
forward  to  his  fifty-fixth  year.  After  his  father’s 
death  he  lived  fifty-four  years  more,  in  all  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten.  So  that  Jofeph  lived  in  Egypt  full 
ninety-three  years  :  a  Have  and  a  prifoner  thirteen  : 
a  prince  and  ruler  eighty  :  under  leveral  fuccefiive 
monarchs  ;  being  juftly  efteemed  a  neceflary  minif- 
ter  of  ftate  in  all  reigns.  Fie  died  before  the  birth 
of  Mofes  fixty-four  years,  and  before  the  departing 
of  the  children  of  Ifrael  out  of  Egypt  one  hundred 
and  forty-four.  And  with  the  account  of  his  death 
and  embalming,  ends  the  book  of  Genefis,  contain¬ 
ing  the  moft  ancient,  authentic,  interefting  and  in- 
ftru&ive  hiftory  extant  ;  during  the  fpace  of  two 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  years  :  from 
the  deluge  feven  hundred  and  thirteen ;  and  before 
Chrift  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Thefe  things  feem  as  a  tale  that  is  told.  But  time 

is  hurrying  on  a  period  and  an  eftablifhment  of  things, 
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under  which  Adam  and  his  youngeft  fon  (hall  be  con¬ 
temporaries  ;  in  which  intervening  ages  (hall  be  fwal- 
lowed  up  and  loft ;  and  that  only  remain,  which  time 
and  death  and  the  grave  cannot  affeft,  when  the  caw 
of  Machpelah  fliall  furrender  up  its  precious  depofit  ; 
when  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  Jofeph,  Mofes  and  all 
the  faithful  fliall  live  again  and  reign  forever  and  ever. 
cc  Blefled  are  they  who  fliall  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom 
of  God.”  u  Blefled  are  they  who  fliall  come  unto 
Mount  Zion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the 
heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company 
of  angels  :  to  the  general  alfembly  and  church  of  the 
firft  born  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God 
the  Judge  of  all,  and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made 
perfeft,  and  to  Jefus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  cove¬ 
nant,  and  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  fpeaketh 
better  things  than  that  of  Abel.”* 

** 
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LECTURE  XVIII. 

EXODUS  xi.  I  — 10. 

And  there  went  a  man  of  the  honfe  of  Levi ,  and  took  t$ 
wife  a  daughter  of  Levi .  And  the  woman  conceived , 
and  bare  a  fon  ;  and  when  Jhe  faw  him  that  he  was  a 
goodly  child ,  Jhe  hid  him  three  months .  And  when  Jhe 
could  no  longer  hide  him,  Jhe  took  for  him  an  ark  of  bul - 
rufhes ,  and  daubed  it  with  Jlime  and  with  pitch ,  and 
put  the  child  therein  ;  and  Jhe  laid  it  in  the  flags  by  the 
river’s  brink .  And  his  JiJier flood  afar  off  to  wit  what 
would  be  done  to  him .  And  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh 
came  down  to  wajh  herfelf  at  the  river ,  and  her  maid¬ 
ens  walked  along  by  the  river’ s  fide  :  and  when  Jhe  faw 
the  ark  among  the  flags,  floe  fent  her  maid  to  fetch  it . 
And  when  Jhe  had  opened  it,  Jhe  faw  the  child  :  and 
behold,  the  babe  wept .  And  floe  had  compaflion  en  him, 
and  faid.  This  is  one  of  the  Hebrew’s  children .  Then 

faid  his  flfler  to  Pharaoh’s  daughter.  Shall  I  go,  and. 
call  to  thee  a  nurfe  of  the  Hebrew  women ,  that  Jhe  may 
nurfe  the  child  for  thee  ?  A?id  Pharaoh’s  daughter  faid 
unto  her.  Go .  And  the  maid  went,  and  called  the 
child’s  mother.  And  Pharaoh’s  daughter faid  unto  her. 
Take  this  child  away,  and  nurfe  it  for  me,  and  I  will 
give  thee  thy  wages  :  and  the  woman  took  the  child, 
and  nurfed  it .  And  the  child  grew,  and  floe  brought 
him  unto  Pharaoh’s  daughter,  and  he  became  her  fon  : 
and  Jhe  called  his  name  Mofes  ;  and  Jhe  faid,  Becaufe 
I  drew  him  out  of  the  water . 
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I F  the  ingenious  fictions  of  ancient  bards  afford  an 
innocent  and  rational  amufement,  and  be  therefore 
held  in  high  eftimation  ;  what  fuperior  obligation  is 
the  world  under,  to  that  divine  Spirit  who  has  vouch¬ 
safed  to  draw  into  light  the  mod  remote  antiquity,  to 
prefer, ve  from  oblivion  the  venerable  men  who  firft 
cultivated  and  peopled  the  earth  ;  and,  in  the  language, 
not  of  fiftion,  but  of  truth,  has  delineated  the  wa yj>  of 
Providence,  and  unfolded  the  deep  and  intricate  recel- 
fes  of  the  human  heart  .?  Were  it  not  for  the  facred 
pages  of  divine  revelation  wre  fliould  have  been  entire¬ 
ly  ignorant  of  what  happened  in  the  world  for  at  leaft 
one  half  of  its  duration.  But  borne  on  the  wings  of 
infpiration,  we  fly  back  to  the  very  birth  of  nature, 
we  behold  the  fell  dawning  of  light  {Scattering  the 
gloom,  and  converfe  with  the  firft  man  whom  God 
created  upon  the  earth.  And  how  much  more  pleai- 
ant,  as  well  as  profitable,  is  it,  to  expatiate  in  the  field 
of  real  hiftory,  than  to  wander  and  loie  ourfelves  in 
the  idle  regions  of  romance  !  If  we  owe  much  to  the 
illuftrious  poet  of  Greece,  for  his  amufing  pictures  of 
early  life  and  manners,  how  deeply  are  we  indebted 
to  the  more  illuftrious  Jewifh  hiftorian  and  poet,  who 
has  furniflied  us  with  fo  much  jufter  and  more  exalted 
ideas  of  Deity,  more  faithful  and  inftructive  pictures 
of  human  life  \  and  who  has  fo  fuccefsfuily  interwov¬ 
en  the  hiftory  of  redemption  with  that  of  mankind. 

The  facred  book  which  has  afforded  us  during  the 
year  paft,  fo  much  pleafing  inftru&ion,  is  altogether 
extraordinary  in  its  kind,  whether  we  confider  the 
beauty  of  the  compofition,  the  importance  of  the  in¬ 
formation  which  it  contains,  the  internal  marks  of  au¬ 
thenticity  which  it  bears,  or  the  noble  purpoles  to 
which  it  has  been,  and  may  be  made  fubfervient. 
Mofes,  its  infpired  author,  who  has  with  fo  much  ac¬ 
curacy,  elegance  and  force,  defcribed  the  characters 
and  lives  of  the  patriarchs  from  Adam  to  Jofeph,  is 
now  entering  on  his  own  wonderful  and  interefting 

ftory. 


232  Hi/lory  of  Mofes.  Lect,  XVIII. 

ftory.  The  man  who  henceforth  acts,  is  the  fame 
who  writes  :  the  events  which  he  is  about  to  record 
come,  not  from  the  information  of  others,  but  from 
his  own  immediate  knowledge  ;  and  the  fimplicity 
and  candoui  of  his  narration  are  fufficient  vouchers 
of  its  truth  and  faithfulnefs. 

Sixty-four  years  had  now  elapfed  from  the  death  of 
Jofeph,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  from  the  de- 
fcent  of  Jacob  into  Egypt :  and  what  furprifing  changes 
have  taken  place  !  A  little  band  of  feventy  perfons 
is  multiplied  into  a  great  nation  :  the  mild  and  gra¬ 
cious  prince  who  took  pleafure  in  cherifhing  and  pro¬ 
tecting  the  father  and  brethren  of  Jofeph,  is  exchang¬ 
ed  for  a  jealous  and  fanguinary  tyrant,  determined 
to  deprefs  and  extirpate  their  defcendants  :  the  country 
which  once  gave  them  fupport  and  lhelter,  is  now 
moiftened  with  their  tears,  and  with  the  blood  of 
their  infant  offspring  ;  and  favoured  guefls,  made  to 
dwell  in  the  beff  of  the  land,  are  turned  into  odious 
haves  condemned  to  the  furnace.  Such  are  the  alter¬ 
ations  which  time  is  continually  producing  in  human 
affairs,  fuch  the  impotency  of  man  to  fecure  bleflings 
to  his  posterity,  fuch  the  mifery  of  a  people  fubjefted 
to  the  will  of  a  defpotic  fovereign. 

In  vain  do  men  dream  of  national  generofity  and 
gratitude — they  exift  not :  in  vain  do  the  claims  of 
humanity  and  juftice  oppofe  themfelves  to  the  intereft, 
the  ambition  or  caprice  of  princes.  Jofeph  had  very 
unwifely  contributed  to  the  aggrandifement  of  the 
Egyptian  monarchs,  and  his  own  family  is  the  firfl  to 
feel  the  rod  of  that  po^ver  which  he  had  helped  to 
raile.  Injuftice  in  princes  is  always  bad  policy.  A 
nation  fo  certainly  favoured  of  Heaven  as  Ifrael  was, 
muff  have  proved  the  ftrongeft  bulwark  to  Egypt,  if 
treated  as  friends.  Increafea  from  feventy  fouls,  to  fix 
hundred  thoufand  men,  befides  women  and  children, 
it  was  dangerous  to  irritate  them,  and  difficult  if  not 
impoffible  to  fubdue.  Too  proud  to  enter  into  treaty 
with  them  as  allies,  too  timid  to  attempt  their  extirpa¬ 
tion 
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tion  by  open  force,  and  too  fufpicious  to  confide  in 
their  gratitude  and  attachment,  Pharaoh  adopts  the 
barbarous  policy  of  undermining  their  ftrength  by 
exceffive  labour  ;  of  breaking  their  fpirit  by  feverity, 
and  of  preventing  their  future  increale,  by  "putting  to 
death  their  male  children  as  foon  as  they  were  born. 
Such  a  ftate  of  things  was  very  unfavourable  to  mar- 
rying  and  giving  in  marriage.  Neverthelefs  mar¬ 
riages  were  contracted,  and  children  procreated  ;  for 
it  is  abfurd  as  it  is  wicked,  for  any  earthly  power 
whatever  to  fet  itfelf  to  counteract  the  great  plans  of 
God  and  nature.  God  has  faid  “  increafe  and  multi¬ 
ply  in  vain  has  Pharaoh  faid  “  abltain.”  Amram  of 
the  family  of  Levi,  accordingly,  in  thefe  worft  of 
times,  takes  to  wife  Jochebed  of  the  fame  tribe,  indeed 
his  own  father’s  filter,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil¬ 
dren  ;  Aaron,  probably  born  before  the  bloody  edict 
for  deftroying  the  males  was  publilhed  ;  Miriam, 
whofe  fex  was  a  protection  from  the  rigour  of  it,  and 
Mofes,  who  came  into  the  world  while  it  was  operat¬ 
ing  with  all  its  horrid  effeCts. 

Jofephus  in  his  Jewifh  antiquities  relates,  that  about 
the  time  of  the  birth  of  Mofes,  one  of  the  Egyptian 
feers  informed  the  king  that  a  child  was  about  to  arife 
among  the  Ifraeiites,  who  Ihould  crulh  the  power  of 
Egypt,  and  exalt  his  own  nation  to  great  eminence 
and  fplendour,  if  he  lived  to  the  years  of  maturity  : 
for,  that  he  fhould  diftinguifh  himfelf  above  all  his 
contemporaries  by  his  wifdom  and  virtue,  and  acquire 
immortal  glory  by  his  exploits.  He  farther  alleges, 
that  the  king,  mitigated  by  his  own  fears  of  fuch  an 
event,  and  by  the  cruel  counfels  of  the  leer,  iffued  the 
bloody  decree  which  mult  be  an  eternal  blot  upon  his 
memory. 

The  diftrefs  of  jochebed  upon  finding  herfelf 
pregnant,  is  to  be  conceived,  not  defcribed.  The 
anxiety  and  apprehenfion  naturally  incident  to  that 
delicate  fituation,  mull:  have  been  aggravated  by  ter-v 
rors  more  dreadful  than  the  pangs  of  child-birth,  or 
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even  the  lols  of  life  itfelf.  As  a  wife  and  a  mother 
in  Ihael,  Ihe  was  looking  and  longing  for  the  birth  of 
anothei  man  child  ;  but  that  fweet  expectation  was  as 
often  checked  and  deftroyed  by  the  bitter  reflection 
that  fhe  was  fubjeft  to  the  king  of  Egypt ;  that  if  flie 
bare  a  fon  it  was  for  the  fword,  or  to  glut  forne  mon- 
iter  of  the  river.  The  Jewifh  antiquarian  informs  us, 
that  the  anxiety  of  the  parents  was  greatly  alleviated 
by  affurances  given  to  the  father  in  a  vifion  of  the 
nigfu,  that  the  child  with  whom  his  wife  was  then 
pregnant  fhould  be  miraculoufly  preferved,  and  ra’fed 
up  by  providence  to  the  glorious  and  important  work 
of  delivering  the  feed  of  Abraham  from  their  prefent 
mifery.  And  indeed,  this  fad  is  countenanced  and 
fupported  by  the  ihort  hints  which  fcripture  has  giv¬ 
en  us  of  the  fubjedt.  Among  the  other  inftances  of 
victorious  faith  recorded  in  the  eleventh  chapter  of 
the  Hebrews,  that  of  the  parents  of  Mofes  is  marked 
with  honour  and  approbation  by  the  apoltle.  “  By 
faith  Mofes,  when  he  was  born,  was  hid  three  months 
of  his  parents,  becaufe  they  law  he  was  a  proper  child, 
and  they  were  not  afraid  of  the  king’s  command¬ 
ment.”*  It  is  not  u'nreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  their 
faith  might  have  fome  particular  promiie  or  intima¬ 
tion  from  Heaven  to  relt  upon. 

The  time  at  length  came  that  Are  fhould  be  de- 
livered  ;  and  Ihe  brought  forth  a  fon,  according  to 
the  fame  hiltorian,  without  the  ufuai  pains  and  con- 
fequent  weaknefs  of  child-bearing ;  by  which  means 
no  foreign  aid  being  required,  concealment  was  ren¬ 
dered  more  eafy,  and  the  exertions  of  the  mother  in 
behalf  of  her  child,  were  fcarcely,  if  at  all,  interrupt¬ 
ed.  “  A  goodly  child”  is  the  model!  language  which 
Mofes  employs  in  deferibing  himfelf :  “  exceeding 
fair,”  or  fair  to  God,  that  is,  divinely  fair,  is  the 
Itronger  expreffion  of  St.  Stephen,  in  his  recapitula¬ 
tion  of  this  period  of  the  jewiih  hiltory.  From  which, 
without  the  fond  encomiums  of  profane  authors,  we 

may 
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may  conclude,  that  Providence  had  diftinguifhed  this 
illulhious  perfon  from  his  birth,  by  uncommon, 
ftrength,  fize  and  beauty.  Every  child  is  lovely  in 
the  partial  eye  of  maternal  affection  :  what  then  muff 
Mofes,  the  wonder  of  the  world,  have  been  to  his  en¬ 
raptured  parents !  But  the  dearer  the  comfort,  the 
greater  the  care,  and  that  care  increafing  every  hour. 
Not  only  the  child,  and  fuch  a  child,  was  continually 
in  jeopardy,  but  certain  and  cruel  death  was  hanging 
every  inftant,  by  a  lingle  hair,  oyer  the  heads  of  all 
who  were  concerned  in  the  concealment ;  nay,  the  fal- 
vation  of  a  great  nation  was  at  flake ;  nay,  the  promife 
•and  covenant  of  God  was  in  queflion. 

In  the  conduct  of  thefe  good  Ifraelites,  the  parents 
of  Mofes,  we  have  a  moll  inftru&ive  example  refpecl- 
ing  many  important  particulars  of  our  duty.  They 
teach  us,  that  no  circumllances  of  inconvemency,  diffi¬ 
culty  or  danger,  ihould  deter  us  from  following  the 
honeji  impulfes  of  our  nature,  or  from  complying 
with  the  manifeft  dictates  of  religion  ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  reprove  that  would-be-wife  generation  or 
men,  among  us,  who,  from  I  know  not  w  hat  reafons 
of  prudence,  or  others  which  they  dare  not  avow, 
defraud  their  country,  the  world,  and  the  church  of 
God,  of  their  due  and  commanded  increafe.  Their 
faith  in  God,  employing  in  its  fervice  fecrecy,  vigi¬ 
lance  and  circumfpedion,  admonifhes  us  ever  to  con¬ 
ned  the  diligent  ufe  of  all  lawful  and  appointed  means, 
with  truft  in  and  dependence  upon  Heaven,  as  we  wifh 
to  arrive  fafely  and  certainly  at  the  end  propofed.  In 
them,  as  in  a  glafs,  we  fee  confidence  without  pre- 
fumption,  diligence,  zeal  and  attention  free  from  in¬ 
credulity  ;  we  fee  Providence  firmly,  undauntedly 
reforted  to,  with  th ft.  confcioufnefs  of  having  done 
their  utmoft  to  help  themfelves.  Without  this  trull 
and  this  confcioufnefs,  yielding  their  joint  lupport, 
what  muft  the  wretched  mother  have  been,  compelled 
at  length,  by  dire  neceflity,  to  expofe  the  fpn  of  her 
wo  mb-' on  the  face  of  the  Nile,  in  a  bafke-t  of  ruflies  f 
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I  love  to  iee  a  perfeverance  of  exertion  that  leaves 
nothing  undone  which  is  poffible  to  be  done  ;  and  a 
faith  that  holds  out  as  long  as  hope  exifts.  Why  not 
call  the  whole  burden  on  Providence  ?  Is  not  he  who 
preferved  the  child  floating  in  an  ark  of  bulrufhes, 
able  to  fave  him  naked  in  the  ftream,  or  even  in  the 
jaws  of  the  hungry  crocodile  ?  If  an  ark  muil  be  pre¬ 
pared,  is  it  alio  neceuary  to  employ  all  this  curious 
attention  in  daubing  it  with  flime  and  with  pitch,  to 
prevent  the  admiflion  of  the  water  ?  What,  leave 
nothing  to  him  who  has  marked  the  infant  for  his 
own,  and  folemnly  charged  himfelf  with  his  fafety  ? 
- s ;  arter  we  have  done  our  all,  much,  every  thing 
depends  on  the  goodnels  oi  Heaven.  But  the  care- 
jiil  mother  did  well  when  flie  pitched  every  feam  and 
chink  of  the  frail  vehicle  as  attentively  as  if  its  prec¬ 
ious  depoiit  had  been  to  owe  its  prefervation  folely 
■o  that  care  and  diligence.  “  Call  all  your  care  upon 
him  ;  for  he  careth  for  you.”*  Mark  it  well,  it  is 
our  tare,  not  our  work,  which  we  are  encouraged  to 
call  upon  that  God  who  careth  for  us,  and  who  hath 
faid,  “  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee.” 

Mark  yet  again  the  diligent  ufe  of  means,  and  the 
interpofitions  of  Providence  ;  how  they  tally  u'ith. 
unite,  ftrengthen  and  fupport  each  other.  The  anx¬ 
ious  mother  does  not  yet  think  fhe  has  done  enough. 
Miriam  her  daughter  muff  go,  and,  at  a  diftance, 
watch  the  event.  And  here  ends  the  province  of  hu¬ 
man  fagacity,  forefight  and  induftry  ;  and  here  begins 
the  interpofition  of  providential  care.  The  mother 
has  done  her  part.  “  The  rufhes,  the  flime,  and  the 
pitch,”  were  her  prudent  and  neceflary  preparation. 
And  the  great  God  has  at  the  fame  time  been  prepar¬ 
ing  his  materials,  and  arranging  his  inftruments  :  the 
heart  of  a  king’s  daughter,  the  power  of  Egypt,  the 
flux  of  the  current ;  the  concurrence  of  circumltances 
too  fine  for  the  human  eye  to  difcern,  too  complex 

for 
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for  human  underftanding  to  unravel,  and  too  mighty 
for  created  power  to  control. 

We  pointed  to  the  interpofition  of  Heaven  ;  but, 
we  befeech  you  to  obferve,  it  interpofed  not  by  work¬ 
ing  a  miracle,3  but  by  the  feafonable,  Ample  and  nat¬ 
ural  difpoiition  of  lecond  caufes,  operating  to  one 
and  the  fame  end,  without  any  defign,  conlcioufncfs 
or  concert  of  their  own.  And,  be  it  ever  remember¬ 
ed,  that  the  wife,  gracious,  almighty  Ruler  of  the 
world,  pleafes  not  himfelf,  nor  amufes  his  creatures, 
by  a  profufe,  oftentatious  exhibition  of  wonders,  but 
by  an  intelligent  and  dexterous  management  of  ordi¬ 
nary  things.  He  carries  on  his  righteous  government 
not  according  to  new  and  furprifing  laws,  but  by  the 
furprifmg,  unaccountable,  unexpected  methods  in 
which  he  executes  the  laws  which  he  has  eftablifhed 
from  the  beginning* 

Let  us  dwell  a  little  on  the  minuter  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  before  us  :  as  they  ferve  to  illuftrate  a 
fubject  of  all  others  the  moft  comfortable  and  tran- 
quilizing  to  a  race  of  beings,  beyond  meafure  wretch¬ 
ed  and  pitiable,  if  there  be  not  a  God  who  rules  in 
wifdom  and  in  loving  kindnefs  all  the  affairs  of  men. 
We  are  firft  led  to  the  humble  cottage  of  Amram, 
and  mingle  in  the  tender  folicitudes  of  an  obfcure 
family,  in  one  of  the  moft  common  fituations  of  hu¬ 
man  life.  From  thence,  we  ltep  immediately  to  the 
palace,  to  attend  the  humours,  caprices  and  pleafures 
of  a  princefs.  jochebed,  the  wife  of  Amram,  and 
Termuthis,  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh!  What  can  they 
have  in  common  with  one  another,  excepting  thole 
particulars  in  which  all  mankind  refemble  all  man¬ 
kind  :  And  yet  Providence  brings  them  together, 
gives  them  a  mutual  concern,  a  mutual  charge,  a 
mutual  intereft.  By  how  many  accidents  might  this 
moft  fortunate  coincidence  have  been  prevented  ?  A 
day,  an  hour  earlier  or  later,  in  the  a&ive  care  of  the 
one,  and  the  contingent  amufement  of  the  ether,  and 
the  parties  concerned  had  never  met.  The  flightefl 
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alteration  in  the  fetting-in  of  the  wind  or  the  tide  * 
me  particular  temperature  of  the  fleeting  air,  or  the 
more  variable  temperature  of  a  female  mind,  apt  to 
be  c.orrupted  by  unbounded  gratification  and  indul¬ 
gence,  unaccuftomed  to  contradiction*  governed  by 
whim,  following  no  guide  but  inclination,  and  occu¬ 
pied  only  with  the  objeft  of  the  moment :  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  all,  or  any  one  of  thefe,  might  have  defeated  the 
defjgn.  But  thefe  and  a  thoufand  fuch  like  contin¬ 
gencies  unftable  as  water,  and  changeable  as  the 
wind,  fubdued  by  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  acquire 
the  lolidity  of  the  rock,  and  the  ftedfaftnefs  of  the 
poles  of  heaven.  The  mother  could  not  part  with 
her  child  a  moment  fooner,  durft  not  retain  him  a  mo¬ 
ment  longer.  The  princefs  could  betake  herfelf  to 
no  other  amufement  or  employment,  could  pitch  up¬ 
on  ncr  other  hour  of  the  day,  could  refort  to  no  other 
part  of  the  river,  could  divert  her  attention  to  no  oth¬ 
er  object ;  the  tide  could  not  run,  nor  the  wind  blow 
in  any  other  direction,  nor  with  greater  or  lefs  rapidi¬ 
ty.  Mofes  was  not  fafer  when  king  in  Jefhurun,  en- 
compaffed  with  the  thoufands  of  Ifrael,  was  not  fafer 
in  the  mount  with  God,  is  not  fafer  within  the  adaman¬ 
tine  walls  of  the  new  jerufalem,  than  Mofes  in  the 
flags,  Mofes  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  of  the  mon¬ 
itors  of  the  Nile,  and  of  men  more  mercilefs  than  wild 
beafts.  What  power  threatened  the  life  of  Mofes  ? 
The  king  of  Egypt.  What  power  preferved  it  ?  The 
king  of  Egypt’s  daughter.  What  were  the  fteps 
which  led  to  his  elevation  ?  Thofe  which  foreboded 
bis  deftruCtion.  What  circumftances  forwarded  the 
accomplifhment  of  the  oracle  ?  Thofe  which  attempt- 
to  defeat  it.  Could  all  this  have  been  the  work  of 
man  ?  No  ;  it  muft  have  proceeded  from  “  the 
Lord  of  Hefts,,  who  is  wonderful  in  coimfel  and  excel¬ 
lent  in  working/5  “  Who  doth  according:  to  his  will 


in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  :  and  none  can  ftay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto 
him,  what  dodl  thou  ?”* 
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The  ufual  train  of  common  events  led  Pharaoh's 
daughter  to  the  river  fide ;  the  ark  in  which  little 
Mofes  was  laid  happened  to  catch  her  eye  ;  curiofity 
prompted  her  to  examine  its  contents,  and  pity  at  the 
fight  touched  her  heart.  If  there  be  an  object  in  na¬ 
ture  more  interefting  and  affecting  than  another,  it 
was  that  which  now  prefented  itfelf  to  this  great  la¬ 
dy’s  eye.  A  beautiful  infant,  of  three  months  old, 
deferted  by  its  own  parents,  expofed  to  ten  thoufand 
dangers,  and  exprefling  by  the  tender  teftimony  of 
tears,  its  fenfe  of  that  mifery  of  which  it  had  not  yet 
acquired  the  confcioufnefs.  cc  Behold  the  babe  wept." 
Pity  is  a  native  plant  in  a  noble  heart.  The  ftory 
told  itfelf.  The  fituation  in  which  the  child  was  found 
explained  the  cruel  occafion.  The  facrament  he  carried 
engraven  on  his  fleffi,  declared  to  whgm  he  belonged. 
Compaflion  was  fortunately  connefted  with  power, 
and  Providence  wifely  balanced  one  thing  with  anoth¬ 
er,  the  jealoufy  and  feverity  of  the  father,  with  the 
tendernefs  and  generofity  of  the  daughter. 

Jofephus,  with  whom  Mofes  is  juftly  a  favourite 
objeft,  has  recorded  many  little  particulars  relating  to 
this  part  of  his  hiftory.  And,  among  others,  that 
when  the  child  was  applied  to  the  breads  of  feveral 
fucceliive  Egyptian  nurfes,  he  turned  from  them  with 
figns  of  much  difguft  and  averfion,  and  that  this  en¬ 
couraged  his  filler  Miriam,  who  was  anxioufly  attend¬ 
ing  the  event,  and  obferved  the  eager  concern  of  the  t 
princels  about  her  little  foundling,  to  propofe  calling 
a  nurfe  of  her  own  nation,  and  thereby  artfully  intro¬ 
duced  the  mother  herfelf  to  the  tender  office  of  fuck- 
ling  her  own  child.  Whatever  be  in  this,  one  ufeful 
leiion  is  taught  us,  on  better  authority  than  that  of 
Jofephus,  namely,  that  perfeverence  in  difficult  and 
painful  duty-  is  the  fhorteft  and  fafeft  road  to  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  our  juft  and  reafonable  defires.  What  a 
otefled  change  !  The  mother  of  Mofes  is  permitted  to 
do  that  for  princely  hire,  and  under  royal  protection, 
which  fhe  would  have  purchafed  with  her  life  the  priv¬ 
ilege 
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ilege  of  doing  for  nothing,  could  fhe  but  have  done  it 
with  fafety  to  her  child.  Mofes  find  fhelter  in  the 
houfe  of  Pharaoh,  from  the\vrath  of  the  king,  and  he 
who  was  deftined  to  be  the  plague  of  Egypt,  and  the 
deliverer  of  Ifrael,  is  trained  to  power,  wifdom  and 
confequence,  by  the  Egyptian  Magi,  and  the  favour 
of  her  who  was  next  the  throne. 

But,  the  Providence  which  faved  him  amidfl  fo 
many  perils,  is  pleafed  to  record  and  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  his  deliverance  in  his  name.  It  was  cuf- 
tomary  to  name  the  child  on  the  day  of  circumcifion, 
the  eighth  from  its  birth.  Perhaps  the  anxiety  and 
diftrefs  of  their  fituation  might  have  broken  in  upon 
fome  of  the  ceremonies  pra&ifed  upon  that  occafion : 
or,  if  a  name  had  been  given  him  by  his  parents,  life 
has  not  thought  proper  to  hand  it  dov/n  to  pofterity. 
It  being  his  own  defign  and  the  will  of  God,  that  he 
fhould  be  known  to  all  generations  by  the  appellation 
which  Pharaoh’s  daughter  gave  to  the  babe  whom  fhe 
faved  from  perifhing  ;  Mofes ,  66  drawn  out,”  66  be- 
caufe,”  faid  fhe,  “  I  drew  him  out  of  the  water.” 

The  Jewifn  writers  take  delight — and  who  can 
blame  them  ?  in  expatiating  on  the  extraordinary  ac- 
complifhments,  external  and  mental,  natural  and  ac¬ 
quired,  of  their  great  law-giver.  They  afcribe  to  him 
the  molt  perfect  fymmetry  of  features,  uncommon 
height  of  itature,  a  noble  commanding  demeanour, 
the  molt  engaging  fweetnefs  of  difpofition,  the  molt 
winning  addrefs  and  eloquence,  the  moll  undaunted 
courage,  the  molt  profound  erudition.  Indeed  the 
fingular  beauty  of  his  perfon  is  hinted  in  no  obfcure 
terms  in  many  places  of  fcripture,  and  the  additional 
luitre  which  it  afterwards  acquired  by  intercourfe  with 
Heaven,  luflre  which  remained  unimpaired  to  the  lat- 
elt  old  age,  convey  to  us  a  very  high  idea  of  his  ex-, 
ternal  appearance.  But  he  Hands  in  no  need  of  the 
pen  of  a  Philo  or  a  jofephus  to  make  his  panegyric. 
His  own  actions  and  writings  are  his  noblelt  monu¬ 
ment  :  and  will  live  to  inftrud,  delight  and  blefs  man¬ 
kind, 
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kind,  as  long  as  good  fenfe  and  good  ta(le,  _  virtue, 
patriotifin  and  religion  exift,  and  are  held  in  elhmation. 

in  the  world.  .n. 

The  parallel  between  the  Jewilh  and  the  C.hriitian 

leriflators  is  fo  ftriking,  and  fupported  by  to  many 
fcripture  authorities,  that  he  who  runs  may  it. 

Previous  to  the  birth  of  Moles,  the  Ifraelitifh  date 
was  reduced  to  the  lowed  ebb  of  didrefs  and  despon¬ 
dency  ;  the  birth  of  Chrid  found  a  loft  world  lunk 
into  the  mod  deplorable  corruption,  guilt  and  mifery. 
Of  the  appearance  of  Mofes  there  was  a  general  ex¬ 
pectation  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt*  Child,  tie 
defire  of  all  nations,”  was  earnedly  looked  tor  by 
all  who  waited  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael,  who 
fearched  the  fcriptures,  and  obferved  the  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  times  ;  and  by  infallible  figns  was  his  ap¬ 
proach  announced  to  mankind.  I  he  deliverer  of 
the  feed  of  Jacob  was  no  foreign  potentate,  with  a 
drong  hand  and  dretched-out  arm,  but  a  child  of 
their  own  nation.  And  who  is  the  Saviour  of  pei- 
ifhing  tinners  ?  cc  Verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  na¬ 
ture  of  angels  :  but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of 
Abraham.  Wherefore  in  ah  things  it  behoved  him 
to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be 
a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Pried,  in  things  pertain¬ 
ing  to  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the 
people.”*  “  As  the  children  are  partakers  of  flefh 
and  blood,  he  alio  himfelr  took  part  of  the  fame, 
that  through  death  he  might  dedroy  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.  J  The  extra¬ 
ordinary  circumdances  attending  the  birth  of  Mofes 
were  afcertained  to  the  world,  and  tranfmitted  to 
poderity,  by  means  of  an  edict  of  the  king  of  Egypt. 
The  birth  of  Chrid,  in  like  manner,  as  to  time,  place 
and  fituation,  was  marked  out  for  the  knowledge 
of  mankind  by  a  decree  of  Ctefar,  the  emperor  of 
Rome.  Both  the  one  and  the  other,  but  for  the 
jpecial  interpodtion  of  Heaven,  had  fallen  victims  to 
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the  jealoufy  and  apprehenfions  of  two  bloody  and 
ambitious  princes.  Mofes  efcaped  the  hands  of  Pha¬ 
raoh  by  falling  into  thofe  of  his  daughter.  Chrift 
avoided  the  cruelty  of  Herod  by  retiring  for  a  while 
into  Egypt.  All  hiftory  agrees  in  reprefenting  Mofes 
as  a  perlon  of  extraordinary  grace,  wifdom  and  come- 
linefs  ;  and  of  whom  is  the  prophet  fpeaking,  when 
he  fays,  “  1  hou  art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men  : 
grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips  ;  therefore  God  hath 
bleffed  thee  forever.”*  Mofes  was  brought  up  in  all 
the  learning  of  the  Egyptians.  Chrift  was  anointed 
with  the  Spirit  without  meafure.  Mofes  ftands  diftin- 
guilhed  by  a  name  which  commemorates  a  temporal 
deliverance.  Chrift  by  two  names,  defcriptive  of  his 
high  and  important  office,  “  Jelus,”  the  Saviour, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  fet  apart  to  it, 
Chrift,”  the  anointed  of  God.  Mofes  began  not 
to  exift  till  the  day  that  his  mother  Jochebed  bare 
him  in  Egypt,  but  Chrift  fays  of  himfelf,  “  Before 
Abraham  was,  I  am.”  Mofes  from  the  beginning 
was  faithful  as  a  fervant  to  Him  who  appointed  him  ; 
but  “  Chrift  as  a  fon  over  his  own  houfe :  for  in  all 
things  he  muft  have  the  pre-eminence.”  Now  to 
God  in  Chrift  be  alcribed,  by  all  nations,  and  gene¬ 
rations  of  men  upon  earth,  and  by  every  angel  in 
heaven,  kingdom,  power  and  glory  forever.  Amen. 

*  PfaL  xlv.  2. 
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